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Journals Through History Egypt: A Journey of Written Legacy

journals through history egypt reveal a fascinating tapestry of human expression,
record-keeping, and storytelling that dates back thousands of years. Egypt, with its rich and
ancient civilization, offers one of the most compelling narratives when it comes to the
evolution of written documentation. From early hieroglyphic inscriptions to the more
personal and reflective journals of modern times, the journey of journals in Egypt tells us
much about the culture, beliefs, and daily lives of its people throughout history.

The Origins of Written Records in Ancient Egypt

When we think of journals, we often picture bound books filled with handwritten thoughts
and daily accounts. However, in ancient Egypt, the earliest forms of “journals” were quite
different but were no less significant. The Egyptians developed one of the world’s first
writing systems, hieroglyphics, around 3200 BCE. These pictorial symbols were used
primarily for monumental inscriptions, religious texts, and administrative records.

Hieroglyphs: The First Step Toward Journaling

Hieroglyphic writing was painstakingly carved on temple walls, tombs, and papyrus scrolls.
While these texts were not personal journals in the modern sense, they functioned as
detailed accounts of events, royal decrees, religious beliefs, and myths. The ancient
Egyptians recorded their history, victories, and spiritual reflections in this symbolic
language. This form of documentation was crucial for preserving culture and passing
knowledge through generations.

Papyri: The Ancient Egyptian Scrolls

The invention of papyrus, a plant-based writing material, was a game-changer for Egyptian
scribes. Papyrus scrolls allowed for more portable, detailed, and versatile record-keeping
compared to stone carvings. These scrolls often contained medical treatises, literary works,
and administrative documents. Some papyri included what might be considered proto-
journals—daily logs kept by priests, officials, or scribes that recorded events, economic
transactions, and observations.

The Role of Scribes and Documentation

Scribes held a prestigious position in ancient Egyptian society, serving as the backbone of
administration and culture. They were trained professionals who mastered the complex



writing systems and were responsible for maintaining records that could be seen as early
forms of journals.

Daily Life and Administrative Records

Though personal diaries as we know them were rare, scribes kept meticulous administrative
logs that recorded everything from agricultural yields to legal proceedings. These records
were essential for managing the resources of the kingdom and ensuring order. In many
ways, these documents reflected the collective “journal” of Egyptian civilization, capturing
the pulse of daily life.

Religious and Funerary Texts as Spiritual Journals

Many religious texts, such as the famous Book of the Dead, can be interpreted as spiritual
journals. They contain prayers, instructions, and reflections intended to guide the deceased
through the afterlife. These writings offer insights into the values and beliefs of the
Egyptians, revealing a deeply personal side of their culture expressed through written word.

Medieval to Modern Evolution of Journals in Egypt

As Egypt transitioned through various periods—Roman, Islamic, Ottoman, and eventually
modern nationhood—the concept of journaling evolved significantly. The introduction of
new languages, scripts, and cultural influences transformed how people recorded their
experiences.

Medieval Manuscripts and Travel Journals

During the Islamic Golden Age, Egypt became a hub of scholarship and literature.
Manuscripts written in Arabic flourished, covering topics like science, philosophy, and
history. Travelers and scholars often kept detailed journals documenting their journeys and
observations about Egyptian society, geography, and culture. These travel journals are
invaluable today for understanding medieval Egypt from the perspectives of insiders and
visitors alike.

Modern Diaries and Personal Narratives

With the advent of printed books and paper, personal diaries gained popularity among
Egyptians in the 19th and 20th centuries. Influenced by Western literary traditions, many
Egyptians began keeping journals to express personal thoughts, political opinions, and
social commentary. These writings provide a window into the intellectual and cultural
ferment of modern Egypt, capturing the hopes and struggles of individuals during times of



change.

Preserving Egypt’s Journal Heritage Today

The legacy of journals through history Egypt is not just a matter of scholarly interest—it
remains a living tradition. Today, historians, archaeologists, and literary enthusiasts work
diligently to preserve ancient manuscripts and uncover forgotten writings that shed light on
Egypt’s past.

Archaeological Discoveries of Ancient Texts

Ongoing excavations continue to reveal papyri and inscriptions that expand our
understanding of Egyptian life. Museums around the world house these treasures, offering
digital access and translations that make ancient journals accessible to a global audience.
These discoveries emphasize the importance of written records in piecing together
historical narratives.

Encouraging Modern Egyptians to Journal

In contemporary Egypt, journaling is embraced by many as a tool for personal growth and
creative expression. Workshops and literary festivals promote the art of keeping diaries,
encouraging people to document their lives and contribute to the nation’s cultural mosaic.
This modern practice resonates deeply with Egypt’s long tradition of valuing the written
word.

Why Understanding Journals Through History
Egypt Matters

Exploring journals through history Egypt is more than an academic pursuit—it connects us
with the timeless human desire to record, reflect, and communicate. From the monumental
hieroglyphs etched in stone to the intimate pages of a personal diary, these writings bridge
millennia, allowing us to hear the voices of Egyptians across time.

By studying these journals, we gain not only historical facts but also a sense of empathy
and continuity. We see how people sought to make sense of their world, preserve their
stories, and leave a legacy for future generations. Whether you are a history buff, a writer,
or simply curious, diving into the tradition of Egyptian journaling offers a rich and rewarding
experience.

The story of journals through history Egypt continues to unfold, inviting each new
generation to add their own chapters to this extraordinary narrative.



Frequently Asked Questions

What role did journals play in ancient Egyptian society?
In ancient Egyptian society, journals and records were crucial for documenting religious
practices, administrative activities, and historical events, helping preserve their culture and
governance.

Were there any specific materials used for journals in
ancient Egypt?
Yes, ancient Egyptians primarily used papyrus, a plant-based material, to create scrolls and
journals for writing and record-keeping.

How did ancient Egyptians write their journals?
They used hieroglyphics and later hieratic script written with reed brushes and ink on
papyrus scrolls to maintain their journals and records.

What kind of information was typically recorded in
journals in ancient Egypt?
Journals often included religious texts, administrative records, trade transactions,
astronomical observations, medical knowledge, and historical chronicles.

Are there any famous ancient Egyptian journals or
records that have survived?
While not journals in the modern sense, documents like the Edwin Smith Papyrus and the
Ebers Papyrus provide detailed medical and scientific knowledge recorded by ancient
Egyptians.

How did journals influence the preservation of Egyptian
history?
Journals and records allowed Egyptians to document their dynasties, religious beliefs, and
cultural achievements, which modern historians rely on to understand their civilization.

Did ancient Egyptian journals have any religious
significance?
Yes, many journals contained religious hymns, rituals, and funerary texts like the Book of
the Dead, which guided souls in the afterlife.



How did the use of journals evolve in Egypt over time?
Over time, writing evolved from hieroglyphics to hieratic and demotic scripts, making
record-keeping more accessible and widespread across different social classes.

What modern methods are used to study ancient
Egyptian journals?
Archaeologists and historians use techniques such as multispectral imaging, digital
reconstruction, and translation of scripts to analyze and preserve ancient Egyptian journals.

How did journals contribute to the administration of
ancient Egypt?
Journals were essential for bureaucratic functions, including tax collection, census data,
agricultural planning, and legal matters, ensuring effective governance.

Additional Resources
Journals Through History Egypt: A Chronicle of Knowledge and Culture

journals through history egypt represent a fascinating lens through which we can
explore the evolution of intellectual thought, cultural preservation, and scholarly
communication in one of the world’s most historically significant regions. From ancient
papyrus scrolls to modern academic publications, Egyptian journals have played a crucial
role in documenting the civilization’s myriad contributions to art, science, religion, and
politics. This article delves into the historical trajectory of journals in Egypt, examining their
origins, transformations, and contemporary significance while weaving in relevant insights
to enrich the understanding of this enduring tradition.

Tracing the Origins of Journals in Ancient Egypt

Unlike modern journals, early Egyptian records were primarily inscribed on papyrus, stone,
and other durable materials. These records served as official documents, religious texts,
and chronicles of historical events. Although the concept of journals as periodic publications
was absent in antiquity, the systematic recording of knowledge laid the groundwork for
future scholarly dissemination.

The Role of Papyrus Scrolls

Papyrus, originating from the Nile Delta’s abundant reed plants, was the medium of choice
for Egyptian scribes. These scrolls encompassed a broad range of content, including:



Administrative records and tax registries

Medical treatises such as the Ebers Papyrus

Religious texts like the Book of the Dead

Literary works and poetry

These documents functioned as repositories of knowledge, essential to the cultural and
intellectual fabric of ancient Egypt. Their preservation and meticulous copying over
centuries underscore the Egyptians’ commitment to knowledge transmission, akin to the
role journals play today.

Hieroglyphic Inscriptions as Historical Journals

Hieroglyphs carved on temple walls and monuments also served as narrative journals of
rulers’ achievements, religious ceremonies, and societal norms. Though static and non-
periodic, these inscriptions provided a continuous record of Egyptian civilization that
scholars now use to reconstruct historical timelines and cultural developments.

The Emergence of Printed and Periodical Journals
in Modern Egypt

The introduction of the printing press in the 19th century marked a significant turning point
for Egyptian scholarly communication. Unlike the ancient methods reliant on hand-copying,
the press allowed for broader dissemination of ideas through periodicals and journals.

19th Century: The Birth of Egyptian Periodicals

The Tanzimat reforms and increasing interactions with Europe catalyzed the rise of Arabic-
language newspapers and journals in Egypt. Notable early examples include:

Al-Waqa'i' al-Misriyya (Egyptian Affairs), established in 1828, which served as the
official gazette of the Egyptian government

Al-Ahram, founded in 1875, eventually evolving into one of the Middle East’s most
influential newspapers

These publications, though primarily newspapers, laid the foundation for specialized
journals that would emerge in the fields of literature, science, and social sciences.



20th Century: Diversification and Academic Expansion

The 20th century witnessed the establishment of numerous scholarly journals affiliated with
universities and research institutes in Egypt. Several factors contributed to this expansion:

Growth of higher education institutions, such as Cairo University (founded in 1908)

Increased governmental and private funding for research

Emergence of specialized disciplines requiring dedicated scholarly outlets

Academic journals in Egypt began to cover a diverse range of topics, including archaeology,
Egyptology, Islamic studies, and contemporary social issues. The accessibility of these
journals to both local and international audiences helped promote Egypt’s rich intellectual
heritage globally.

Characteristics and Impact of Egyptian Journals
Through History

Language and Accessibility

Egyptian journals historically reflected the linguistic diversity of the region. While early
printed materials were predominantly in Arabic, French and English-language journals also
proliferated during periods of colonial influence and global academic exchange. This
multilingual approach broadened the reach and impact of Egyptian scholarship.

Preservation of Cultural Identity

Journals have consistently served as vehicles for preserving Egyptian culture and identity.
Whether through the publication of ancient manuscript translations, contemporary literary
works, or socio-political analyses, journals have fostered national dialogue and cultural
pride.

Challenges in Publication and Distribution

Despite their importance, Egyptian journals have faced challenges including:

Political censorship during various regimes affecting editorial freedom



Financial constraints limiting publication frequency and quality

Distribution hurdles, especially in rural areas, impacting readership

However, the advent of digital technology and online platforms has begun to mitigate some
of these obstacles, enabling wider dissemination and archiving of Egyptian scholarly work.

Contemporary Egyptian Journals: Bridging
Tradition and Innovation

In the 21st century, Egyptian journals have embraced digital transformation, expanding
their accessibility and influence. Online repositories and open-access platforms have made
it easier for researchers worldwide to engage with Egyptian scholarship. Furthermore,
collaborative initiatives with international publishers have enhanced the visibility of
Egyptian academic output.

Examples of Prominent Modern Journals

Several contemporary journals exemplify Egypt’s dynamic academic landscape:

Journal of Egyptian Archaeology: A leading periodical focusing on Egyptology and
archaeological research

Al-Mustaqbal Al-Arabi: Addressing cultural, political, and social issues in the Arab
world

Ain Shams Engineering Journal: A publication reflecting advances in engineering
and applied sciences

These journals demonstrate the range and depth of Egypt’s ongoing contributions to global
knowledge.

The Role of Universities and Research Centers

Egyptian universities and research institutes continue to be pivotal in journal production.
Institutions such as the American University in Cairo and the National Research Centre
support numerous peer-reviewed journals, fostering rigorous academic standards and
international collaboration.



Conclusion

The evolution of journals through history Egypt illustrates a remarkable continuum of
knowledge preservation and dissemination, from ancient papyrus scrolls to cutting-edge
academic publications. Each phase in this progression reflects broader societal changes,
technological advancements, and cultural priorities. Today, Egyptian journals not only
preserve a rich intellectual legacy but also actively contribute to global scholarship,
bridging the past and future through the written word.

Journals Through History Egypt

  journals through history egypt: Foundations of Modernity Isa Blumi, 2017-06-16 Innovatively
looking at the complex interactions between indigenous peoples and modern imperialism in Arabia
and Balkans, Foundations of Modernity challenges previous analytical models that attempt to
capture the complexity of human interactions during the1800-1912 period in ways that instigates the
paradigmatic shift of the Euro-centric perspective of modern world history.
  journals through history egypt: School Library Journal , 2008
  journals through history egypt: Voyage Through Time Ahmed H. Zewail, 2003 From a
beginning in an Egyptian Delta town and the port of Alexandria to the scenic vistas of sunny
southern California, Ahmed Zewail takes us on a voyage through time -- his own life and the
split-second world of the femtosecond. In this engaging exposé of his life and work until his receipt
of the Nobel Prize in 1999, Zewail explores in non-technical language the landscape of molecules
glimpsed on the scale of one quadrillionth of a second: the femtosecond, 0. 000 000 000 000 001
second. Zewail enriches the journey into the strange territory of femtochemistry with insightful
analogies and illustrations to aid both the general reader and the scientifically inclined. He likewise
draws lessons from his life story so far, and he meditates on the impact the revolution in science has
had on our modern world -- in both developed and developing countries. He suggests a concrete
course of action for the world of the have-nots, and ends the book with hope for Egypt in developing
the nation's greatest natural resource -- its youth -- to build a more promising future, and for
America to develop a new vision domestically and internationally.
  journals through history egypt: Women Who Changed the World Candice Goucher,
2022-01-24 This indispensable reference work provides readers with the tools to reimagine world
history through the lens of women's lived experiences. Learning how women changed the world will
change the ways the world looks at the past. Women Who Changed the World: Their Lives,
Challenges, and Accomplishments through History features 200 biographies of notable women and
offers readers an opportunity to explore the global past from a gendered perspective. The women
featured in this four-volume set cover the full sweep of history, from our ancestral forbearer Lucy to
today's tennis phenoms Venus and Serena Williams. Every walk of life is represented in these pages,
from powerful monarchs and politicians to talented artists and writers, from inquisitive scientists to
outspoken activists. Each biography follows a standardized format, recounting the woman's life and
accomplishments, discussing the challenges she faced within her particular time and place in
history, and exploring the lasting legacy she left. A chronological listing of biographies makes it easy
for readers to zero in on particular time periods, while a further reading list at the end of each essay
serves as a gateway to further exploration and study. High-interest sidebars accompany many of the
biographies, offering more nuanced glimpses into the lives of these fascinating women.
  journals through history egypt: Great Pages in History from the Wisconsin State
Journal, 1852-2002 Frank Denton, 2002 This fascinating collection reproduces the most important
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front pages in the history of the Wisconsin State Journal newspaper, from its first publication under
that name on September 30, 1852, to the current War on Terrorism. See what Wisconsinites first
read about Abraham Lincoln's election and assassination, Custer's last stand against the Sioux, the
first votes by women, Henry Ford's $5 daily wage, the Saint Valentine's Day mob massacre in
Chicago, the disappearance of Amelia Earhart as she attempted to fly around the world . . . and the
wars, elections, crimes, and social revolutions that have defined the past century and a half. Each
front page, reproduced from the original, is readable down to the smallest type. In 2002 the
Wisconsin State Journal celebrates its Sesquicentennial, marking one hundred and fifty years of
service to the people of Madison and the State of Wisconsin. The newspaper had an earlier inception
as the Madison Express in 1839, when Madison was a territorial town on the frontier and statehood
was still nine years away. Readers will notice the newspaper's appearance has changed nearly as
much as have the methods of gathering the news and producing the paper. But readers' fascination
with and hunger for the news of each day remain strong.
  journals through history egypt: Travellers through Time Jeremy Harte, 2023-07-12 An
accessible history of the Roma people in England told from the inside. The Romany people have been
variously portrayed as exotic strangers or as crude, violent, delinquent “gypsies.” For the first time,
this book describes the real history of the Romany in England from the inside. Drawing on new
archival and first-hand research, Jeremy Harte vividly describes the itinerant life of the Romany as
well as their artistic traditions, unique language, and flamboyant ceremonies. Travelers through
Time tells the dramatic story of Romany life on the British margins from Tudor times through today,
filled with vivid insights into the world of England’s large Romany population.
  journals through history egypt: Current Index to Journals in Education , 2002
  journals through history egypt: The Struggle for Egypt Steven A. Cook, 2013-03-21 A half
century ago, Egypt under nasser became the putative leader of the Arab world and a beacon for
developing nations. Yet in the decades prior to the 2011 revolution, it was ruled over by a sclerotic
regime plagued by nepotism and corruption. During that time, its economy declined into near
shambles, a severely overpopulated Cairo fell into disrepair, and it produced scores of violent
Islamic extremists ... In The struggle for Egypt, now with a new epilogue on the post-Mubarak era,
noted regional specialist Steven A. Cook provides a sweeping and incisive account of how this
parlous state of affairs came to be, why the revolution occurred, and where Egypt might be headed
next. -- From p. 4 of cover.
  journals through history egypt: Voyage Through Time: Walks Of Life To The Nobel Prize
Ahmed H Zewail, 2003-04-15 From a beginning in an Egyptian delta town and the port of Alexandria
to the scenic vistas of sunny southern California, Ahmed Zewail takes us on a voyage through time —
his own life and the split-second world of the femtosecond. In this endearing exposé of his life and
work until his receipt of the Nobel Prize in 1999, he draws lessons from his life story so far, and he
meditates on the impact which the revolution in science has had on our modern world — in both
developed and developing countries. What makes the book enchanting and engaging is Zewail's
emphasis on the human dimension and his unique ability to paint the journey of Life and Science
with insightful analogies and ingenious metaphors.But this inspiring book goes far beyond the usual
province of an autobiography. Zewail integrates the two worlds he equally belongs to — Egypt and
America — and, despite differences, he emphasizes the confluence of the two cultures — the East
and the West. He rejects the view that the current state of the world is due to a clash of civilizations
or a conflict of religions, and suggests a concrete course of action for the world of the have-nots. The
book ends with his road map for a partnership between developed and developing worlds.
Throughout the book, Zewail takes on the mantle of philosopher, historian and even political and
economic adviser.
  journals through history egypt: General Catalogue of the Books Except Fiction, French,
and German, in the Public Library of Detroit, Mich Detroit Public Library, 1894
  journals through history egypt: The Press in the Arab Middle East Ami Ayalon, 1995-03-23
Middle Eastern newspapers evolved in the 19th century and were shaped during a period of



accelerated change into a unique political, social and cultural role. Drawing on a wealth of sources,
this study explores the press as a fundamental Middle Eastern institution.
  journals through history egypt: The Journals and Miscellaneous Notebooks of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Volume XII, 1835-1862 Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1976 The twelfth volume makes available
nine of Emerson's lecture notebooks, covering a span of twenty-seven years, from 1835 to 1862,
from apprenticeship to fame. These notebooks contain materials Emerson collected for the
composition of his lectures, articles, and essays during those years.
  journals through history egypt: General Catalogue of the Public Library of Detroit, Mich
Detroit Public Library, 1894
  journals through history egypt: Intangible Cultural Heritage and New Methodological
Frameworks Eleftheria Rania Kosmidou, Leslie Grace McMurtry, 2025-05-08 This book examines
media, performance, and the public space as sites of intangible cultural heritage – a heritage that
moves beyond physical museums and monuments to encompass film and media, performing arts,
oral traditions, social practices, rituals, artifacts, and cultural spaces. Focusing on the current
methodological challenges and new frameworks that surround the study of intangible cultural
heritage in the public space, this volume explores the ways in which intangible cultural heritage is
formed, represented, appropriated, and changed. The authors propose a broad understanding of
cultural heritage emerging from the public sphere, encompassing museums, oral traditions,
performing arts, social practices, artifacts, media and cultural spaces as the inclusive, collective
cultural expressions of everyday culture. This unique and interdisciplinary volume will interest
scholars and students of cultural studies, cultural heritage, media and film studies, performance
studies, history, and sociology.
  journals through history egypt: Modern and Contemporary European History
(1815-1928) Jacob Salwyn Schapiro, 1929
  journals through history egypt: The Routledge Companion to Financial Accounting
Theory Stewart Jones, 2015-05-22 Financial accounting theory has numerous practical applications
and policy implications, for instance, international accounting standard setters are increasingly
relying on theoretical accounting concepts in the creation of new standards; and corporate
regulators are increasingly turning to various conceptual frameworks of accounting to guide
regulation and the interpretation of accounting practices. The global financial crisis has also led to a
new found appreciation of the social, economic and political importance of accounting concepts
generally and corporate financial reporting in particular. For instance, the fundamentals of capital
market theory (i.e. market efficiency) and measurement theory (i.e. fair value) have received
widespread public and regulatory attention. This comprehensive, authoritative volume provides a
prestige reference work which offers students, academics, regulators and practitioners a valuable
resource containing the current scholarship and practice in the established field of financial
accounting theory.
  journals through history egypt: Modeling Legitimate Whistleblowing Hacer Şivil ,
2025-03-04 Adapted from the doctoral dissertation, this publication explains the global legitimization
of whistleblowing, a concept often laden with negative connotations across various languages,
through the presentation of prominent case studies. Despite its negative associations,
whistleblowers serve as a form of oversight in workplaces by exposing illegal, unethical, and
inappropriate conduct, thereby reducing injustice and enhancing our comprehension of quality in a
novel manner. Within the framework of this study, a quantitative research approach was employed,
utilizing an online survey conducted in 2017 among 2921 students enrolled in Anadolu University’s
Open Education Faculty. Pre-tests were administered to assess data suitability during the
application phase. Subsequent analyses included Exploratory FactorAnalysis, Confirmatory
FactorAnalysis, validity-reliability assessments, and Structural Equation Modeling. The findings
revealed statistically significant relationships between attitudes towards behavior, social pressure,
perceived behavior control, andparticipants’intentions andactions.Moreover,the study compared
whistleblowing intentions among various demographic groups and employment sectors,



contextualizing the results within Türkiye’s historical backdrop, ethical values, economic conditions,
and legal framework.
  journals through history egypt: The Geographical Journal , 1908 Includes the Proceedings
of the Royal geographical society, formerly pub. separately.
  journals through history egypt: Literature of Travel and Exploration Jennifer Speake,
2014-05-12 Containing more than 600 entries, this valuable resource presents all aspects of travel
writing. There are entries on places and routes (Afghanistan, Black Sea, Egypt, Gobi Desert, Hawaii,
Himalayas, Italy, Northwest Passage, Samarkand, Silk Route, Timbuktu), writers (Isabella Bird, Ibn
Battuta, Bruce Chatwin, Gustave Flaubert, Mary Kingsley, Walter Ralegh, Wilfrid Thesiger), methods
of transport and types of journey (balloon, camel, grand tour, hunting and big game expeditions,
pilgrimage, space travel and exploration), genres (buccaneer narratives, guidebooks, New World
chronicles, postcards), companies and societies (East India Company, Royal Geographical Society,
Society of Dilettanti), and issues and themes (censorship, exile, orientalism, and tourism). For a full
list of entries and contributors, a generous selection of sample entries, and more, visit the Literature
of Travel and Exploration: An Encyclopedia website.
  journals through history egypt: Cairo Janet L. Abu-Lughod, 2018-12-04 1001 years as a
continuous settlement, 100 years as a modern city, Cairo in the 1970s is a complex metropolis. Janet
Abu-Lughod traces the social and demographic history of Cairo, demonstrating the continuities and
transformations that underlie the organization of today's city. Originally published in 1971. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
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