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Johannes Tauler Sermons: Classics of Western Spirituality

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality stand as profound contributions to the rich
tapestry of Christian mysticism and medieval theology. These sermons, delivered by the 14th-century
Dominican preacher Johannes Tauler, continue to resonate with readers and spiritual seekers alike,
offering timeless insights into the soul’s journey toward God. As one of the most influential figures of
the Rhineland mystics, Tauler’s teachings have carved a unique niche in the history of Western

spirituality, bridging scholastic thought and experiential faith.
Understanding the enduring appeal of Johannes Tauler sermons requires a journey into the heart of
medieval spirituality, where mysticism, theology, and pastoral care intersect. His sermons are not just

relics of a bygone era; they are living texts that invite reflection, transformation, and a deeper

encounter with the divine.

The Life and Context of Johannes Tauler

Before diving into the substance of his sermons, it’s helpful to understand who Johannes Tauler was

and the spiritual environment that shaped his message.

A Brief Biography

Johannes Tauler was born around 1300 in Strasbourg, a city vibrant with intellectual and religious

activity. He joined the Dominican Order and studied at the University of Paris, where he was



influenced by scholastic thinkers but gravitated toward a more mystical understanding of faith. Tauler’s
preaching career flourished mainly in Strasbourg, where he became renowned for his ability to convey

complex spiritual truths with clarity and warmth.

The Rhineland Mystics

Tauler was part of the Rhineland mystics, a group that included Meister Eckhart and Henry Suso. This
movement emphasized an inner, personal experience of God beyond the external rituals of the church.
Their teachings focused on the soul’s union with God, the importance of detachment from worldly
distractions, and the transformative power of divine love. Tauler’s sermons reflect these themes,

making them foundational texts in the study of Christian mysticism.

Key Themes in Johannes Tauler Sermons Classics of Western

Spirituality

Exploring the core themes in Tauler’s sermons reveals why they are considered classics of Western
spirituality. His messages are deeply pastoral yet intellectually rich, encouraging an intimate

relationship with God grounded in humility and love.

The Journey of the Soul

One of the dominant motifs in Tauler’s sermons is the soul’s spiritual journey. He often speaks of the
soul as a bride seeking union with her divine bridegroom. This metaphor illustrates the idea of spiritual
progress as a loving, personal quest rather than a mere intellectual exercise. Tauler emphasizes the
necessity of inner purification, patience, and surrender, inviting believers to embrace both joy and

suffering as part of their path.



Inner Transformation and Detachment

Tauler advocates for a profound inner transformation that comes from detachment from material
possessions and worldly concerns. His sermons warn against the distractions of wealth, status, and
external appearances, urging listeners to cultivate a spirit of poverty and simplicity. This detachment is

not about renouncing the world but about freeing oneself from attachments that hinder spiritual growth.

The Presence of God in Everyday Life

Unlike some mystical traditions that focus on extraordinary spiritual experiences, Tauler’s sermons
often highlight the presence of God in ordinary moments. He teaches that God dwells within the soul,
accessible to anyone who turns inward with sincere faith. This democratizing vision of spirituality

encourages a personal and direct relationship with God without the need for intermediaries.

Why Johannes Tauler Sermons Remain Relevant Today

Despite being rooted in medieval Europe, the wisdom found in Johannes Tauler sermons classics of
western spirituality transcends time. Modern readers find in Tauler’s words a guide to navigating the

complexities of contemporary life with grace and spiritual depth.

Practical Spiritual Guidance

Tauler’s sermons provide practical advice for cultivating a spiritual life amid daily challenges. His
emphasis on patience, humility, and loving surrender speaks to anyone seeking peace in a fast-paced,
often chaotic world. The call to detach from materialism resonates strongly in our consumer-driven

society.



Encouragement for Personal Reflection

Many of Tauler’s sermons invite deep personal reflection and self-examination. This contemplative
approach encourages readers to look beyond surface-level faith and engage with their inner spiritual
realities. For those interested in meditation, prayer, or personal growth, Tauler’s insights offer a rich

resource.

Influence on Later Spiritual Writers

The impact of Tauler’s sermons extends beyond his lifetime, influencing notable figures such as
Thomas Merton and other modern Christian mystics. His writings contribute to the broader
conversation about spirituality that crosses denominational and cultural boundaries, enriching the

ongoing dialogue about faith and human experience.

Exploring Johannes Tauler’s Sermons: Tips for Readers

If you’re new to Tauler’s work or medieval mysticism, approaching his sermons can feel daunting.

Here are some helpful tips to deepen your engagement:
¢ Read slowly and reflectively: Tauler’s language is poetic and dense; allow time for contemplation
and rereading.

¢ Keep a journal: Writing down your thoughts or questions can help personalize the experience

and track your spiritual growth.

¢ Explore historical context: Understanding the medieval church and Rhineland mysticism

enhances appreciation of his message.



e Use modern translations: Look for versions that maintain the beauty of the original texts while

making the language accessible.

¢ Join study groups or discussions: Sharing insights with others can enrich understanding and

provide new perspectives.

LS| Keywords Naturally Woven Through the Discussion

Throughout this exploration of Johannes Tauler sermons classics of western spirituality, several related
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concepts arise naturally. Terms like “medieval Christian mysticism,” “Dominican preacher,” “spiritual
union with God,” “mystical theology,” “inner purification,” and “Rhineland mystics” all connect closely
with Tauler’s legacy. Additionally, phrases such as “soul’s spiritual journey,” “detachment from worldly
concerns,” and “contemplative prayer” help frame his sermons within broader spiritual practices that

continue to inspire seekers today.

The phrase “Johannes Tauler sermons” itself is often linked with “mystical sermons,” “Christian
spiritual classics,” and “medieval religious thought,” reflecting the enduring academic and devotional

interest in his work.

Engaging with these sermons not only enriches one’s understanding of historical spirituality but also

offers practical wisdom applicable to contemporary life.

Delving into the works of Johannes Tauler reveals a spirituality that is both deeply mystical and
intimately pastoral. His sermons invite believers to experience God’s presence within their own hearts,
encouraging a faith that transforms from the inside out. As classics of Western spirituality, Tauler’s
sermons continue to inspire, challenge, and comfort those who seek a more profound encounter with

the divine mystery.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Johannes Tauler and why are his sermons significant in
Western spirituality?

Johannes Tauler was a 14th-century German mystic and preacher associated with the Rhineland
mystics. His sermons are significant because they offer profound spiritual insights and emphasize the

inner path to God, making them classics of Western Christian spirituality.

What themes are commonly found in Johannes Tauler's sermons?

Common themes in Tauler's sermons include the importance of inner detachment, the direct
experience of God, humility, the transformation of the soul, and the idea that God can be found within

the human heart rather than through external rituals alone.

How do Johannes Tauler's sermons contribute to the tradition of
Western mysticism?

Tauler's sermons contribute by articulating a practical and accessible approach to mysticism that
stresses personal spiritual growth and union with God. His teachings influenced later spiritual

movements and continue to inspire seekers in the Western mystical tradition.

Are Johannes Tauler's sermons available in modern language
translations?
Yes, many of Johannes Tauler's sermons have been translated into modern languages, including

English, making them accessible to contemporary readers interested in spirituality and mysticism.

What is the style and structure of Johannes Tauler's sermons?

Tauler's sermons are typically homiletic in style, combining theological reflection with practical spiritual



counsel. They often include allegorical interpretations of scripture, personal exhortations, and

contemplative insights aimed at guiding the listener toward inner transformation.

How do Johannes Tauler's sermons reflect the historical and cultural
context of the 14th century?

Tauler's sermons reflect the religious turmoil and the rise of mysticism during the 14th century, a
period marked by social upheaval, the Black Death, and calls for church reform. His emphasis on inner

spirituality resonated with people seeking deeper meaning beyond institutional religion.

What influence did Johannes Tauler have on later spiritual writers and
movements?

Tauler influenced later mystics such as Meister Eckhart and Henry Suso, as well as movements like
the Devotio Moderna. His focus on personal experience of God helped shape Western spirituality and

the development of contemplative practices.

Where can one find collections of Johannes Tauler's sermons today?

Collections of Tauler's sermons can be found in various academic and religious publications, including
anthologies of Christian mysticism and dedicated volumes by translators and scholars specializing in

medieval spirituality.

Why are Johannes Tauler's sermons considered classics of Western
spirituality?

They are considered classics because they offer timeless spiritual wisdom that transcends their
medieval origins, addressing universal themes of inner transformation, divine union, and the human

quest for meaning, which continue to resonate with modern spiritual seekers.



Additional Resources

Johannes Tauler Sermons: Classics of Western Spirituality Explored

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality represent a significant cornerstone in the
history of Christian mysticism and medieval religious thought. As one of the most influential figures of
the German Dominican tradition, Tauler’s sermons have transcended their 14th-century origins to
become enduring texts that continue to inspire theologians, spiritual seekers, and scholars of Western
spirituality alike. This article explores the profound depth of Johannes Tauler’s homiletic work,
examining the key themes, historical context, and the reasons why his sermons remain integral

classics within the broader spiritual canon.

The Historical and Theological Context of Johannes Tauler

Johannes Tauler (c. 1300-1361) lived during a period of significant religious ferment and
transformation in Europe, when mysticism was emerging as a vital expression of Christian spirituality
outside the institutionalized Church hierarchy. Rooted in the Rhineland mysticism tradition, alongside
contemporaries such as Meister Eckhart and Henry Suso, Tauler’s sermons reflect a synthesis of

Dominican scholasticism and a deeply personal, experiential faith.
His works were primarily delivered as sermons—oral teachings intended to edify and guide lay
audiences and monastic listeners alike. This format allowed Tauler to engage directly with the spiritual

aspirations and struggles of his time, addressing themes such as the inner life, divine union, and the

practical application of Christian virtues.

Core Themes in Johannes Tauler Sermons

Johannes Tauler’s sermons stand out for their rich theological insights balanced with accessible



spiritual guidance. Several recurring themes define his contribution to Western spirituality:

The Inner Path to God

One of the most profound motifs is the emphasis on the “inner life” or the soul’s journey inward to
encounter God. Tauler teaches that true spirituality is not found in external rituals or ecclesiastical
observances alone but in the direct experience of God within the heart. This introspective focus aligns
with the broader mystic tradition but is particularly notable for its practical orientation—encouraging self-

examination, humility, and detachment from worldly distractions.

Unity with the Divine

Tauler’s sermons frequently explore the concept of mystical union, describing the soul’s ultimate goal
as a loving, transformative union with God. However, unlike some mystics who emphasize
transcendence in abstract terms, Tauler situates this union in the context of everyday life and ethical

living, advocating that divine love compels believers to active compassion and service.

The Role of Suffering and Detachment

Rather than viewing suffering merely as a trial to be endured, Tauler interprets it as a spiritual catalyst
that deepens faith and fosters purification. His sermons counsel detachment not only from material
possessions but also from ego and self-will, urging an openness to God’s will as the path to spiritual

freedom.



Comparative Analysis: Johannes Tauler and Other Mystics

Understanding Tauler’s sermons within the panorama of Western spirituality benefits from comparing

his thought to that of his contemporaries and predecessors.

Tauler vs. Meister Eckhart

Both Tauler and Eckhart shared a fundamental belief in the inner experience of God, but Tauler’s
sermons tend to be more pastoral and accessible. While Eckhart’s writings sometimes verge on
philosophical abstraction, Tauler’s homilies are grounded in practical spirituality, making them more
immediately applicable to a lay audience. Tauler’s approach avoids some of the metaphysical
complexities that led to accusations of heresy against Eckhart, thus securing a broader acceptance for

his teachings.

Tauler and the Devotio Moderna Movement

Emerging slightly after Tauler’s time, the Devotio Moderna movement emphasized personal piety and
inner devotion, echoing many of Tauler’s themes. His sermons can be seen as precursors to this
movement, sharing its focus on heartfelt spirituality and ethical living without reliance on external

formalism.

Why Johannes Tauler Sermons Remain Classics of Western

Spirituality

Several factors contribute to the enduring reputation of Tauler’s sermons as classics:



e Timeless Spiritual Insight: Tauler’s exploration of the soul’s inner journey resonates across
centuries and cultures, addressing universal human questions about meaning, suffering, and

divine connection.

¢ Accessible Language and Style: Unlike some medieval theological texts that are dense and
esoteric, Tauler’s sermons are noted for their clarity and practical orientation, making complex

spiritual concepts understandable.

e Integration of Mysticism and Ethics: His insistence that mysticism must translate into ethical

action provides a balanced spirituality that appeals to both contemplatives and activists.

¢ Influence on Later Spiritual Literature: Tauler’s work has inspired a wide range of spiritual
writers, from the Renaissance to modern-day Christian mystics, reinforcing his place in the

Western spiritual tradition.

Modern Relevance and Accessibility of Tauler’s Sermons

In today’s spiritual landscape, Johannes Tauler’s sermons offer valuable guidance for those seeking
depth beyond superficial religiosity. The resurgence of interest in contemplative practices and
mindfulness aligns well with Tauler’s inward-focused spirituality. Moreover, his teachings on
detachment and the transformative power of suffering provide a framework for navigating modern

existential challenges.

Many contemporary publishers and translators have made Tauler’s sermons accessible to a broad
readership, often included in collections of Christian mysticism or Western spirituality classics. These
editions frequently come with scholarly introductions and annotations that help modern readers situate

Tauler’s thought historically and theologically.



Practical Applications for Contemporary Spiritual Seekers

* Daily Meditation and Reflection: Tauler’'s emphasis on the inner life encourages regular

introspection and mindfulness, practices that are increasingly popular today.

e Ethical Living: His linking of mystical experience to compassionate action aligns with modern

ethical and social justice concerns.

o Spiritual Resilience: Tauler’s perspective on suffering as a transformative process offers comfort

and strength in times of personal or collective crisis.

Challenges and Critiques

While Johannes Tauler’s sermons are widely revered, they are not without challenges for modern

readers:
¢ Medieval Context: Some of Tauler’s references and theological assumptions are rooted in 14th-
century Christian doctrine, which may require contextual understanding.

* Religious Specificity: His sermons are deeply embedded within Christian mysticism, potentially

limiting their appeal for those outside this tradition or of different faith backgrounds.

» Translation Variability: Differences in translation quality can affect the accessibility and nuance of

Tauler’s original German homilies.



Despite these challenges, the intellectual and spiritual richness of Tauler’s sermons continues to invite

study, reflection, and integration into the ongoing dialogue of Western spirituality.

Whether approached as historical artifacts, theological treatises, or practical spiritual guides, the
Johannes Tauler sermons remain a vital link in the chain of Western mystical tradition, inviting each

generation to explore the depths of the soul’s encounter with the Divine.

Johannes Tauler Sermons Classics Of Western Spirituality

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Johannes Tauler Johannes Tauler,
1985 One of the most influential German mystical writers of the 14th century, Johannes Tauler (c.
1300-1361) spent his life as a mendicant preacher in the Order of Preachers. These selected
sermons show Tauler's emphasis on the via negativa together with his insistence on the importance
of cataphatic mysticism and the merits of an active life.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Sermons Johannes Tauler, 1985

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Spiritual Way Philip
Sheldrake, 2019-09-06 In The Spiritual Way: Classic Traditions and Contemporary Practice, Philip
Sheldrake aims to make the wisdom of Christian spirituality better known to contemporary readers.
After an introductory chapter on the foundations of Christian spirituality, Sheldrake describes its
diverse riches through the centuries in terms of five distinctive types of Christian spiritual wisdom,
illustrated by a rich selection of classical examples. The five types are The Way of Discipline, The
Contemplative-Mystical Way, The Way of Practical Action, The Way of Beauty, and The Prophetic
Way. This book also briefly explores the contemporary interest in spirituality within and beyond
conventional religion and suggests how we might engage with these five types on our spiritual
journeys in today's world.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Reading and Preaching of the
Scriptures in the Worship of the Christian Church: The medieval church Hughes Oliphant Old, 1998
The Reading and Preaching of the Scriptures in the Worship of the Christian Church is a
multivolume study by Hughes Oliphant Old that canvasses the history of preaching from the words
of Moses at Mount Sinai through modern times. In Volume 1, The Biblical Period, Old begins his
survey by discussing the roots of the Christian ministry of the Word in the worship of Israel. He then
examines the preaching of Christ and the Apostles. Finally, Old looks at the development and
practice of Christian preaching in the second and third centuries, concluding with the ministry of
Origen.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Arnhem Mystical Sermons
Ineke Cornet, 2018-12-06 In this book on The Arnhem mystical sermons, Ineke Cornet offers the first
in-depth study of the mystical and theological content of this sixteenth-century sermon collection
from St. Agnes in Arnhem.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Rhineland Mystics Oliver
Davies, 2016-06-02 The work of the great Rhineland mystics of the fourteenth century speaks to the
modern reader with astonishing directness and clarity. In their emphasis on the personal, inward
experience of God and their questioning of the formal, ritualistic side of religion, Meister Eckhart,
Johannes Tauler, and Jan van Ruusbroec appear almost as contemporaries. This impression is
heightened by vivid new translations by Oliver Davies, who also sets the Rhineland mystics in their



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/johannes-tauler-sermons-classics-of-western-spirituality.pdf

historical and cultural context and examines why we seem to have a special sensitivity to their voice
in spite of a gap of over six hundred years.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Company of the Preachers
David L. Larsen, 1998-09-01 This work by a veteran pastor and professor of homiletics looks at the
history of preaching from its roots in the Old Testament prophets to its continuing development in
the modern era.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Unity of Mystical Traditions
Randall Studstill, 2018-08-14 This book argues that mystical doctrines and practices initiate parallel
transformative processes in the consciousness of mystics. This thesis is supported through a
comparative analysis of Tibetan Buddhist Dzogchen (rdzogs-chen) and the medieval German
mysticism of Eckhart, Suso, and Tauler. These traditions are interpreted using a system/cybernetic
model of consciousness. This model provides a theoretical framework for assessing the cognitive
effects of mystical doctrines and practices and showing how different doctrines and practices may
nevertheless initiate common transformative processes. This systems approach contributes to
current philosophical discourse on mysticism by (1) making possible a precise analysis of the
cognitive effects of mystical doctrines and practices, and (2) reconciling mystical heterogeneity with
the essential unity of mystical traditions.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Fire of Love Donald J. OP.
Goergen, 2004

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Cross and Salvation
(Hardcover) Bruce Demarest, 2006-08-01 With America's confidence in the Bible at an all-time low
and the strength of her spiritual convictions waning, it is essential for Christians—especially
Christian leaders—to be well-grounded in biblical theology. To have a clear and comprehensive
understanding of the key doctrines of evangelicalism. In response, professor and award-winning
author Bruce Demarest has made plain God's glorious plan of salvation, his provision for the human
dilemma through Christ's work on the cross, and the application of saving grace to unbelievers.
Demarest's unique approach defines each topic, identifies its most pressing issues, examines the
ways in which the doctrine has been understood historically, and interprets the Bible's revelation.
The result is a clear and carefully constructed doctrinal statement that you can defend, live out, and
communicate to others. This singular, comprehensive treatment of one of Christianity's essential
doctrines gives definitive, Bible-based answers about salvation and the cross— and about related
theological issues such as grace and regeneration. It's perfect for clarifying your theology and
gaining deep understanding of this foundational theme. Part of the Foundations of Evangelical
Theology series.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: The Encyclopedia of Christian
Literature George Thomas Kurian, James D. Smith III, 2010-04-16 The written word is one of the
defining elements of Christian experience. As vigorous in the 1st century as it is in the 21st,
Christian literature has had a significant function in history, and teachers and students need to be
reminded of this powerful literary legacy. Covering 2,000 years, The Encyclopedia of Christian
Literature is the first encyclopedia devoted to Christian writers and books. In addition to an
overview of the Christian literature, this two-volume set also includes 40 essays on the principal
genres of Christian literature and more than 400 bio-bibliographical essays describing the principal
writers and their works. These essays examine the evolution of Christian thought as reflected in the
literature of every age. The companion volume also features bibliographies, an index, a timeline of
Christian Literature, and a list of the greatest Christian authors. The encyclopedia will appeal not
only to scholars and Christian evangelicals, but students and teachers in seminaries and theological
schools, as well as to the growing body of Christian readers and bibliophiles.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Mystical Anthropology John
Arblaster, Rob Faesen, 2016-11-10 The question of the ‘structure’ of the human person is central to
many mystical authors in the Christian tradition. This book focuses on the specific anthropology of a
series of key authors in the mystical tradition in the medieval and early modern Low Countries. Their




view is fundamentally different from the anthropology that has commonly been accepted since the
rise of Modernity. This book explores the most important mystical authors and texts from the Low
Countries including: William of Saint-Thierry, Hadewijch, Pseudo-Hadewijch, John of Ruusbroec, Jan
van Leeuwen, Hendrik Herp, and the Arnhem Mystical Sermons. The most important aspects of
mystical anthropology are discussed: the spiritual nature of the soul, the inner-most being of the
soul, the faculties, the senses, and crucial metaphors which were used to explain the relationship of
God and the human person. Two contributions explicitly connect the anthropology of the mystics to
contemporary thought. This book offers a solid and yet accessible overview for those interested in
theology, philosophy, history, and medieval literature.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Complete Works Angela (of
Foligno), 1993 Angela of Foligno (c. 1248-1309) is one of the most outstanding representatives of the
Franciscan and Christian mystical tradition. Her Book, published here in English for the first time,
describes her passionate love affair with the suffering God-man, and her teachings in the form of
letters and exhortations to her spiritual progeny.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Power, Gender and Christian
Mysticism Grace Jantzen, 1995-11-16 In the western Christian tradition, the mystic was seen as
having direct access to God, and therefore great authority. In this study, Dr Jantzen discusses how
men of power defined and controlled who should count as a mystic, and thus who would have power:
women were pointedly excluded. This makes her book of special interest to those in gender studies
and medieval history. Its main argument, however, is philosophical. Because the mystical has gone
through many social constructions, the modern philosophical assumption that mysticism is
essentially about intense subjective experiences is misguided. This view is historically inaccurate,
and perpetuates the same gendered struggle for authority which characterises the history of
western christendom. This book is the first on the subject to take issues of gender seriously, and to
use these as a point of entry for a deconstructive approach to Christian mysticism.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Medieval German Literature
Marion Gibbs, Sidney M. Johnson, 2002-09-11 This comprehensive survey examines Germanic
literature from the eighth century to the early fifteenth century. The authors treat the large body of
late-medieval lyric poetry in detail for the first time.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: ADRIS Newsletter , 1984

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Renaissance Humanism in
Support of the Gospel in Luther's Early Correspondence Timothy P. Dost, 2017-07-05 Drawing
on the early correspondence of Martin Luther, Timothy Dost presents a reassessment of the degree
to which humanism influenced the thinking of this key reformation figure. Studying letters written
by Luther between 1507 and 1522, he explores the various ways Luther used humanism and
humanist techniques in his writings and the effect of these influences on his developing religious
beliefs. The letters used in this study, many of which have never before been translated into English,
focus on Luther's thoughts, attitudes and application of humanism, uncovering the extent to which
he used humanist devices to develop his understanding of the gospel. Although there have been
other studies of Luther and humanism, few have been grounded in such a close philological
examination of Luther's writings. Combining a sound knowledge of recent historiography with a
detailed familiarity with Luther's correspondence, Dost provides a sophisticated contribution to the
field of reformation studies.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Seeking Spiritual Intimacy
Glenn E. Myers, 2011-03-28 In Seeking Spiritual Intimacy Glenn Myers introduces us to the
Beguines, a network of faith communities in Medieval Europe, where women organized their world
around a simple life with Christ at the center. Learn from the insights of wise women of faith who,
from their modest homes and communities, revitalized the faith of a continent.

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Thomas Aquinas and Teilhard
de Chardin Donald J. Goergen OP, 2022-10-21 In an increasingly divided and secularized world, in
an age of unbelief, we yearn for increased unity, for a sense of the transcendent, for a humanism



that does not force one to choose between God and the world. This humanism requires an
integration of ancient wisdom with modern learning, or, one might say, faith and reason, religion
and science, Christology and cosmology. As the Gospel of Matthew puts it, the sage goes into the
storehouse to bring out both something old and something new. To this Christian humanism both
Thomas Aquinas and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin have significant contributions to make. One is not
forced to choose between them but rather to see in these two visionaries--one medieval, one
modern--complementary insights. One philosophically precise, the other scientifically trained, they
challenge us to look again at our search for wholeness, for holiness. Can we see something of what
they saw? Can we seek something of what they sought?

johannes tauler sermons classics of western spirituality: Thomas Aquinas and Teilhard
de Chardin Donald J. Goergen, 2022-10-21 In an increasingly divided and secularized world, in an
age of unbelief, we yearn for increased unity, for a sense of the transcendent, for a humanism that
does not force one to choose between God and the world. This humanism requires an integration of
ancient wisdom with modern learning, or, one might say, faith and reason, religion and science,
Christology and cosmology. As the Gospel of Matthew puts it, the sage goes into the storehouse to
bring out both something old and something new. To this Christian humanism both Thomas Aquinas
and Pierre Teilhard de Chardin have significant contributions to make. One is not forced to choose
between them but rather to see in these two visionaries—one medieval, one
modern—complementary insights. One philosophically precise, the other scientifically trained, they
challenge us to look again at our search for wholeness, for holiness. Can we see something of what
they saw? Can we seek something of what they sought?
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