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Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River: Exploring the Depths of a Poetic Childhood

jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river is a phrase that immediately evokes a sense
of mystery, memory, and narrative depth. It refers to one of Jamaica Kincaid’s earliest and
most celebrated works—a collection of prose poems titled *At the Bottom of the River*,
published in 1983. This work is often regarded as a cornerstone in Caribbean literature and
a vital exploration of identity, colonialism, and the complexities of childhood. Delving into
Kincaid’s evocative and lyrical style reveals much about her approach to storytelling and
the themes she wrestles with, making it a rich subject for readers and scholars alike.

Understanding Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of
the River

When we talk about *Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River*, we’re engaging with a
text that defies traditional narrative forms. Kincaid’s debut collection is not a novel in the
conventional sense but a series of interconnected prose poems that blend vivid imagery
with raw emotional undertones. The work is semi-autobiographical, drawing heavily on
Kincaid’s own experiences growing up in Antigua, and it paints a portrait of a young girl’s
awakening to both her surroundings and herself.

The Essence of Kincaid’s Writing Style

Kincaid’s style in *At the Bottom of the River* is distinctive for its poetic qualities. Her
sentences often flow like waves—sometimes gentle and rhythmic, other times turbulent
and jarring. This fluidity mirrors the thematic elements of water and rivers that permeate
the collection, symbolizing both life and the passage of time.

Her prose is stark yet lush, filled with sensory details that evoke the Caribbean
landscape—the heat, the sea, the flora and fauna—while simultaneously exploring internal
landscapes of emotion and memory. This duality invites readers into a deeply personal yet
universally resonant experience.

Thematic Layers in At the Bottom of the River

Several key themes emerge clearly in Kincaid’s work:

- **Colonialism and Postcolonial Identity:** Kincaid’s writing confronts the lingering effects
of colonial rule on Caribbean identity. Through the young narrator’s perspective, she subtly
critiques the cultural and psychological impositions left by colonial powers.



- **Mother-Daughter Relationships:** The mother figure appears repeatedly as both
nurturing and oppressive, reflecting the ambivalence inherent in familial bonds.
- **Coming of Age:** The collection captures the nuances of growing up—curiosity,
confusion, rebellion, and the search for self.
- **Nature as Metaphor:** The natural world is not just a backdrop but a living, breathing
force that shapes experiences and emotions.

These themes interweave to create a tapestry that is as complex as it is poetic.

The Significance of Jamaica Kincaid’s Caribbean
Roots

Understanding *Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River* requires appreciating the
importance of place in her writing. Kincaid’s Antiguan heritage is central to her narrative
voice and thematic concerns. The Caribbean setting is more than just physical geography;
it’s a cultural and historical context that informs identity and conflict.

Antigua as a Lyrical Landscape

In the prose poems, Antigua emerges vividly—from the dense foliage to the shimmering
ocean. Kincaid’s descriptions are immersive, drawing readers into the sights, sounds, and
smells of island life. This sensory immersion helps readers grasp the intimate connection
between the narrator and her environment.

The island is also a symbol of both beauty and constraint. It represents the natural world’s
richness but also the societal limitations imposed by colonial history and traditional
expectations. This duality makes Antigua a powerful character in its own right within the
narrative.

Colonial Legacy and Its Impact

The shadow of colonialism looms large in Kincaid’s early work. Though not overtly political,
*At the Bottom of the River* subtly addresses the psychological and cultural scars left by
British colonial rule. The tension between embracing heritage and resisting imposed
identities is a persistent undercurrent.

This aspect resonates strongly with readers interested in postcolonial literature, as
Kincaid’s work exemplifies the struggle to reclaim voice and selfhood in the aftermath of
colonization.



Jamaica Kincaid’s Influence on Contemporary
Literature

Since the publication of *At the Bottom of the River*, Jamaica Kincaid has become a
towering figure in literature, especially in the realm of Caribbean and feminist writing. Her
early work set the stage for a career defined by fearless exploration of identity, power, and
memory.

Innovations in Narrative and Form

Kincaid’s blending of prose and poetry challenged traditional genre boundaries. This
approach has inspired other writers to experiment with form, encouraging a more fluid and
expressive literary style. Her use of lyrical language to convey complex themes has made
her work a staple in studies of modern narrative techniques.

Contributions to Feminist and Postcolonial Discourses

By centering female perspectives—particularly those of young girls and women in
postcolonial contexts—Kincaid has contributed significantly to feminist literature. Her
candid portrayals of mother-daughter dynamics, female agency, and resistance against
patriarchal and colonial structures have opened up new avenues for discussion and critique.

Tips for Reading Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of
the River

Engaging with *At the Bottom of the River* can be both rewarding and challenging due to
its non-linear, poetic form. Here are some helpful tips to deepen your reading experience:

Read Slowly and Reflectively: The prose poems are dense with meaning and
imagery. Taking your time allows you to savor the language and uncover subtle
themes.

Consider the Symbolism: Pay attention to recurring images like water, nature, and
family, as they carry significant metaphorical weight.

Contextualize Historically: Understanding the colonial history of Antigua and the
Caribbean enhances comprehension of the underlying tensions.

Explore Multiple Readings: Revisiting the text can reveal new layers, as Kincaid’s
writing often operates on more than one level.



These approaches can transform reading from a passive activity into an immersive,
insightful journey.

Why Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River
Remains Relevant

Decades after its release, *At the Bottom of the River* continues to resonate with readers
across the globe. Its themes of identity, belonging, and resistance remain timely, especially
in an era where conversations about postcolonialism and cultural heritage are increasingly
prominent.

The work’s poetic exploration of childhood and its complexities also appeals universally,
touching on experiences of growth, conflict, and self-discovery that transcend cultural
boundaries.

Moreover, Kincaid’s mastery of language and form demonstrates the power of literature to
capture the nuances of human experience in innovative ways. For students, writers, and
literary enthusiasts, *At the Bottom of the River* offers both a challenge and a treasure
trove of insights.

---

Exploring *Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River* invites readers into a world where
memory flows like a river itself—sometimes calm, sometimes turbulent, but always moving
toward understanding. Whether approached from a literary, cultural, or personal
perspective, this collection remains a profound testament to the power of storytelling
rooted deeply in place, history, and emotion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Jamaica Kincaid's 'At the
Bottom of the River'?
'At the Bottom of the River' primarily explores themes of identity, colonialism, and the
complexities of mother-daughter relationships within the context of Caribbean culture.

How does Jamaica Kincaid use nature imagery in 'At the
Bottom of the River'?
Kincaid employs vivid nature imagery to reflect the emotional landscape of her characters
and to symbolize the connection between humans and their environment, highlighting
themes of growth, change, and entrapment.



In what way does 'At the Bottom of the River' reflect
postcolonial perspectives?
The work reflects postcolonial perspectives by critiquing colonial legacies, exploring cultural
displacement, and emphasizing the struggles of Caribbean identity formation after colonial
rule.

What narrative style is used in 'At the Bottom of the
River'?
'At the Bottom of the River' utilizes a lyrical and poetic prose style, blending fiction with
autobiographical elements to create an intimate and evocative narrative voice.

How does Jamaica Kincaid portray mother-daughter
relationships in 'At the Bottom of the River'?
Kincaid portrays mother-daughter relationships with complexity, illustrating both emotional
closeness and tension, reflecting broader themes of control, independence, and identity
formation.

What significance does the title 'At the Bottom of the
River' hold in Kincaid's collection?
The title symbolizes submerged emotions, hidden histories, and the depths of personal and
cultural memory, suggesting a journey into the subconscious and the exploration of identity
beneath the surface.

Additional Resources
Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River: A Poetic Exploration of Identity and Memory

jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river is a seminal work that marks the literary
emergence of one of the Caribbean’s most influential voices. This collection of six prose
poems, published in 1983, offers a profound and lyrical exploration of themes such as
colonial legacy, mother-daughter relationships, identity formation, and the indelible imprint
of place and memory. Jamaica Kincaid’s debut is not merely an autobiographical recount
but a rich, textured narrative that challenges conventional storytelling through its poetic
form and haunting imagery.

In-depth Analysis of Jamaica Kincaid’s Debut
Collection

At its core, Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River is a meditation on the complexities of
growing up in Antigua under the shadow of colonialism. The text’s fragmented, poetic style



reflects the fractured experience of postcolonial identity, where personal and political
histories intertwine. Kincaid’s language is both intimate and evocative, inviting readers into
a world where the natural environment and familial ties are inseparable.

The titular phrase “at the bottom of the river” metaphorically captures the submerged
layers of memory and history that inform the narrator’s consciousness. Water imagery
recurs throughout the collection, symbolizing both cleansing and entrapment, the flow of
time and the persistence of past traumas. This duality underscores the tension between the
desire to escape and the inescapability of one’s origins.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Kincaid’s prose poems defy traditional narrative structure, opting instead for a fluid,
impressionistic approach that mirrors the workings of memory itself. The absence of
conventional punctuation and the use of enjambment create a rhythmic cadence
reminiscent of oral storytelling traditions. This stylistic choice enhances the emotional
resonance of the text, allowing for a seamless blending of past and present.

The narrative voice is strikingly personal and confessional, often addressing the mother
figure with a mixture of love, resentment, and longing. This complex mother-daughter
dynamic is central to the collection, serving as a microcosm of larger societal tensions.
Through vivid sensory descriptions and symbolic motifs—such as the recurring presence of
plants, earth, and water—Kincaid constructs a rich tapestry that situates individual
experience within a broader cultural and historical framework.

Thematic Exploration: Colonialism and Identity

One of the most compelling aspects of Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River is its
unflinching examination of colonialism’s psychological and cultural impact. Kincaid
articulates the pervasive sense of alienation and displacement experienced by those living
in postcolonial societies. The narrator’s struggle to assert a coherent identity amid
conflicting influences—traditional Antiguan customs, imposed Western values, and personal
desires—reflects a universal quest for self-definition.

This theme is accentuated by the collection’s emphasis on language and storytelling.
Kincaid interrogates the power dynamics inherent in who gets to tell stories and whose
voices are marginalized. By adopting a poetic form that resists linearity and conventional
syntax, she subverts dominant literary norms and reclaims narrative agency.

Contextualizing Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of
the River within Caribbean Literature

Jamaica Kincaid’s emergence with at the Bottom of the River signaled a fresh and vital
contribution to Caribbean literature. Her work aligns with and diverges from contemporaries



such as Derek Walcott and Louise Bennett, who also grappled with issues of identity,
colonialism, and cultural heritage. However, Kincaid’s focus on intimate familial
relationships and the female experience offers a distinctive perspective often
underrepresented in the broader canon.

Comparison with Other Caribbean Writers

Where Walcott’s poetry often embraces a grand, epic scale and Bennett’s work celebrates
Jamaican vernacular and humor, Kincaid’s writing is more introspective and somber. Her
prose poems lack the celebratory tone found in some Caribbean writings, instead exposing
the raw emotional landscapes shaped by historical trauma and personal conflict.

This introspection places Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River alongside other
postcolonial women writers such as Michelle Cliff and Edwidge Danticat, who foreground
female subjectivity and the complexities of diasporic identity. The collection’s focus on the
mother-daughter relationship also resonates with feminist literary discourses, highlighting
generational tensions and the transmission of cultural memory.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River has been widely studied
and celebrated for its innovative form and profound thematic concerns. Critics have praised
Kincaid’s lyrical prowess and her ability to evoke the sensory richness of place while
addressing weighty social issues. The collection is frequently included in academic syllabi
on Caribbean and postcolonial literature, attesting to its enduring relevance.

Some scholars have noted that the abstract nature of the prose poems can pose
interpretive challenges, requiring careful reading to unpack the dense symbolism and
layered meanings. However, this complexity is also a testament to Kincaid’s skill in crafting
a multifaceted narrative that rewards close analysis.

Pros and Cons of the Collection’s Style and Approach

Pros: The poetic form allows for a nuanced exploration of memory and identity; rich
imagery creates an immersive reading experience; addresses underrepresented
female perspectives in Caribbean literature.

Cons: Non-linear structure may be difficult for some readers; abstract symbolism can
complicate straightforward interpretation; emotional intensity might feel
overwhelming without contextual understanding.

Despite these challenges, the collection’s strengths have cemented its place as a



foundational text for understanding the intersections of personal and political histories in
postcolonial contexts.

Influence on Jamaica Kincaid’s Later Works

At the Bottom of the River laid the groundwork for many themes Kincaid would continue to
develop in her subsequent novels and essays. Works such as Annie John and Lucy expand
on the motifs of mother-daughter relationships, colonial legacy, and the quest for selfhood
first articulated in this collection. The poetic sensibility and evocative language remain
hallmarks of her style, underscoring the collection’s significance as both a starting point
and a touchstone in her literary career.

Exploring Jamaica Kincaid at the Bottom of the River offers readers a window into the
complexities of Caribbean identity formation and the enduring power of memory. Through
its innovative form and poignant themes, the collection invites ongoing reflection on the
ways in which personal histories are intertwined with broader cultural and political
narratives.

Jamaica Kincaid At The Bottom Of The River

  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: At the Bottom of the River Jamaica Kincaid,
1983-12 A collection of short works by the author of Lucy follow the ties between mother and child,
the beauty and destructiveness of nature, the gulf between man and woman, and the significance of
familiar objects. Reprint.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: At the Bottom of the River Jamaica Kincaid,
2022-07-07
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Jamaica Kincaid Moira Ferguson, 1994 As a
writer who has been quoted as saying she writes to save her life- that is she couldn't write, she
would be a revolutionary- Antiguan novelist Jamaica Kincaid translates this passion into searing,
exhilarating prose. Her weaving of history, autobiography, fiction, and polemic has won her a large
readership. In this first book-length study of her work, Moira Ferguson examines all of Kincaid's
writing up to 1992, focusing especially o their entwinement of personal and political identity. In
doing so, she draws a parallel between the dynamics of the mother-daughter relationship in
Kincaid's fiction and the more political relationship of the colonizer and the colonized. Ferguson
calls this effect the doubled mother- a conception of motherhood as both colonial and biological.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: At the Bottom of the River Jamaica Kincaid,
2020-06-02
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: At the Bottom of the River Jamaica Kincaid,
2025-08-22 Jamaica Kincaid's At the Bottom of the River... inspired, lyrical short stories Reading
Jamaica Kincaid is to plunge, gently, into another way of seeing both the physical world and its
elusive inhabitants. Her voice is, by turns, naively whimsical and biblical in its assurance, and it
speaks of what is partially remembered partly divined. The memories often concern a childhood in
the Caribbean--family, manners, and landscape--as distilled and transformed by Kincaid's special
style and vision. Kincaid leads her readers to consider, as if for the first time, the powerful ties
between mother and child; the beauty and destructiveness of nature; the gulf between the masculine
and the feminine; the significance of familiar things--a house, a cup, a pen. Transfiguring our human
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form and our surroundings--shedding skin, darkening an afternoon, painting a perfect place--these
stories tell us something we didn't know, in a way we hadn't expected.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Mother Traps in Jamaica Kincaid's At the Bottom
of the River Susan Monroe, 1998
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Understanding Jamaica Kincaid Justin D.
Edwards, 2007 Understanding Jamaica Kincaid introduces readers to the prizewinning author best
known for the novels Annie John, Lucy, and The Autobiography of My Mother. Justin D. Edwards
surveys Jamaica Kincaid's life, career, and major works of fiction and nonfiction to identify and
discuss her recurring interests in familial relations, Caribbean culture, and the aftermath of
colonialism and exploitation. In addition to examining the haunting prose, rich detail, and personal
insight that have brought Kincaid widespread praise, Edwards also identifies and analyzes the
novelist's primary thematic concerns - the flow of power and the injustices faced by people
undergoing social, economic, and political change. Edwards chronicles Kincaid's childhood in
Antigua, her development as a writer, and her early journalistic work as published in the New
Yorker and other magazines. In separate chapters he provides critical appraisals of Kincaid's early
novels; her works of nonfiction, including My Brother and A Small Place; and her more recent
novels, including Mr. Potter. colonization and neocolonization and warns her readers about the dire
consequences of inequality in the era of globalization.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Jamaica Kincaid J. Brooks Bouson, 2012-02-01
Haunted by the memories of her powerfully destructive mother, Jamaica Kincaid is a writer out of
necessity. Born Elaine Potter Richardson, Kincaid grew up in the West Indies in the shadow of her
deeply contemptuous and abusive mother, Annie Drew. Drawing heavily on Kincaid's many remarks
on the autobiographical sources of her writings, J. Brooks Bouson investigates the ongoing
construction of Kincaid's autobiographical and political identities. She focuses attention on what
many critics find so enigmatic and what lies at the heart of Kincaid's fiction and nonfiction work: the
mother mystery. Bouson demonstrates, through careful readings, how Kincaid uses her writing to
transform her feelings of shame into pride as she wins the praise of an admiring critical
establishment and an ever-growing reading public.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Caribbean Genesis Jana Evans Braziel,
2009-01-05 By exploring the breadth of Jamaica Kincaid's writings, this book reveals her work's
transmutations of genre, specifically those of autobiography, biography, and history in relation to
the forces of creation and destruction in the Caribbean. Jana Evans Braziel examines Kincaid's
preoccupation with genealogy, genesis, and genocide in the Caribbean; her adaptations of biblical
texts for her literary oeuvre; and her authorial deployments of the diabolic as frames for both
rethinking the boundaries of genre and altering notions of subjectivity, objectivity, self, and other.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Jamaica Kincaid Lizabeth Paravisini-Gebert,
1999-09-30 With the publication of her novel Annie John in 1985, Jamaica Kincaid entered the ranks
of the best novelists of her generation. Her three autobiographical novels, Annie John, Lucy, and
Autobiography of My Mother, and collection of short stories, At the Bottom of the River, touch on the
universal theme of coming-of-age and the female adolescent's need to sever her ties to her mother.
This angst is couched in the social landscape of post-colonial Antigua, a small Caribbean island
whose legacy of racism affects Kincaid's protagonists. Her fiction rewrites the history of the
Caribbean from a West Indies perspective and this milieu colors the experiences of her characters.
Following a biographical chapter, Paravisini-Gebert traces the development of Kincaid's craft as a
writer. Each of the novels and the collection of short stories is discussed in a separate chapter that
includes sections on plot, character, theme, and an alternate critical approach from which to read
the novel, such as feminist. A complete primary and secondary bibliography and lists of selected
reviews of Kincaid's work complete the study.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Jamaica Kincaid Mary Ellen Snodgrass,
2008-07-23 Changing her name early in her career because her parents disapproved of her writing,
Jamaica Kincaid crossed audiences to embrace feminist, American, postcolonial and world literature.



This book offers an introduction and guided overview of her characters, plots, humor, symbols, and
classic themes. Designed for students, fans, librarians, and teachers, the 84 A-to-Z entries combine
commentary from interviewers, feminist historians, and book critics with numerous citations from
primary and secondary sources and comparative literature. The companion features a chronology of
Kincaid's life, West Indies heritage and works, and includes a character name chart.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: The Columbia Companion to the
Twentieth-Century American Short Story Blanche H. Gelfant, 2004-04-21 Esteemed critic
Blanche Gelfant's brilliant companion gathers together lucid essays on major writers and themes by
some of the best literary critics in the United States. Part 1 is comprised of articles on stories that
share a particular theme, such as Working Class Stories or Gay and Lesbian Stories. The heart of the
book, however, lies in Part 2, which contains more than one hundred pieces on individual writers
and their work, including Fitzgerald, Hemingway, Richard Ford, Raymond Carver, Eudora Welty,
Andre Debus, Zora Neal Hurston, Anne Beattie, Bharati Mukherjee, J. D. Salinger, and Jamaica
Kincaid, as well as engaging pieces on the promising new writers to come on the scene.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: "The Covers of this Book are Too Far Apart"
Gerald Guinness, 1999 Verzameling boekrecencies over Caribische literatuur die Gerald Guinness
tussen 1977 en 1998 schreef voor de krant San Juan star.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Life Is Short ? Art Is Shorter David Shields,
Elizabeth Cooperman, 2015-04-20 Life Is Short—Art Is Shorter is not just the first anthology to
gather both mini-essays and short-short stories; readers, writers, and teachers will get will get an
anthology; a course’s worth of writing exercises; a rally for compression, concision, and velocity in
an increasingly digital, post-religious age; and a meditation on the brevity of human existence. 1. We
are mortal beings. 2. There is no god. 3. We live in a digital culture. 4. Art is related to the body and
to the culture. 5. Art should reflect these things. 6. Brevity rules. The book’s 40 contributors include
Donald Barthelme, Kate Chopin, Lydia Davis, Annie Dillard, Jonathan Safran Foer, Barry Hannah,
Amy Hempel, Jamaica Kincaid, Wayne Koestenbaum, Anne Lamott, Daphne Merkin, Rick Moody,
Dinty W. Moore, George Orwell, Jayne Anne Phillips, George Saunders, Lauren Slater, James Tate,
and Paul Theroux.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: A Study Guide for Jamaica Kincaid's "What
Have I Been Doing Lately" Gale, Cengage Learning,
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Jamaica Kincaid’s Writings of History Antonia
Purk, 2023-09-18 Jamaica Kincaid’s works consistently explore how colonial history affects
contemporary everyday lives. Throughout her novels, short fiction, and non-fictional essays,
Kincaid’s texts engage with history through its medial representations, which are starkly determined
by colonial perspectives. This study examines the entanglements of temporalities in current
perceptions of the past and how literary text intervenes in historical consciousness. With a focus on
the media text, image, and the human body, the chapters of this book demonstrate how Kincaid’s
poetics of impermanence counter colonial representations of history with strategies of ambiguity,
repetition, and redirection. Kincaid’s texts repeat and revise aspects of colonial history – a process
that decenters the totality of historical colonial ideology and replaces it with self-determined
versions of the past through a multiplication of perspectives and voices.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Jamaica Kincaid and Caribbean Double
Crossings American Comparative Literature Association, 2006 Original versions of these
contributions were presented at the 2002 conference of the American Comparative Literature
Association in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: The Mother Theme in Jamaica Kincaid's
Fiction Loretta Haas, 2010-03-09 Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2, University of Education Ludwigsburg,
language: English, abstract: One of the most basic and insightful bonds women form with each other
is that of a mother and daughter. The different stages that a mother and her daughter are going
through during their lives and the insuperable unity they have is a fact that people have been



reflecting about at all times. The impact that a mother has on her daughter is huge no matter how
distinct their relationship is. Passing on values, protecting the child and showing unconditional love
are some of the main tasks of being a mother. But what if the mother fails to complete these tasks?
Jamaica Kincaid grew up in Antigua and was raised by a father who was never there and a mother
who gave all her attention to her brothers. She fled the island at the age of seventeen, left her family
as well as her name behind and entered North America as Jamaica Kincaid. Even though she came to
terms with the past, she copes with her experiences through writing books. Kincaid's tight, lyrical
prose guides the reader through memories of her mother and her childhood. Due to her lifestory,
Jamaica Kincaid manages to portray her fiction in an extremely pure and touching way. In the
following, I will take a closer look at her biography and origin. I will also analize two of her novels,
Autobiography of my mother and Annie John and interpret them in regard to the mother theme.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: A History of Literature in the Caribbean A. James
Arnold, 2001-07-23 For the first time the Dutch-speaking regions of the Caribbean and Suriname are
brought into fruitful dialogue with another major American literature, that of the anglophone
Caribbean. The results are as stimulating as they are unexpected. The editors have coordinated the
work of a distinguished international team of specialists. Read separately or as a set of three
volumes, the History of Literature in the Caribbean is designed to serve as the primary reference
book in this area. The reader can follow the comparative evolution of a literary genre or plot the
development of a set of historical problems under the appropriate heading for the English- or
Dutch-speaking region. An extensive index to names and dates of authors and significant historical
figures completes the volume. The subeditors bring to their respective specialty areas a wealth of
Caribbeanist experience. Vera M. Kutzinski is Professor of English, American, and Afro-American
Literature at Yale University. Her book Sugar’s Secrets: Race and The Erotics of Cuban Nationalism,
1993, treated a crucial subject in the romance of the Caribbean nation. Ineke Phaf-Rheinberger has
been very active in Latin American and Caribbean literary criticism for two decades, first at the Free
University in Berlin and later at the University of Maryland. The editor of A History of Literature in
the Caribbean, A. James Arnold, is Professor of French at the University of Virginia, where he
founded the New World Studies graduate program. Over the past twenty years he has been a
pioneer in the historical study of the Négritude movement and its successors in the francophone
Caribbean.
  jamaica kincaid at the bottom of the river: Encyclopedia of Motherhood Andrea O'Reilly,
2010-04-06 In the last decade, the topic of motherhood has emerged as a distinct and established
field of scholarly inquiry. A cursory review of motherhood research reveals that hundreds of
scholarly articles have been published on almost every motherhood theme imaginable. The
Encyclopedia of Motherhood is a collection of approximately 700 articles in a three-volume, A-to-Z
set exploring major topics related to motherhood, from geographical, historical and cultural entries
to anthropological and psychological contributions. In human society, few institutions are as
important as motherhood, and this unique encyclopedia captures the interdisciplinary foundation of
the subject in one convenient reference. The Encyclopedia is a comprehensive resource designed to
provide an understanding of the complexities of motherhood for academic and public libraries, and
is written by academics and institutional experts in the social and behavioural sciences.
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