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identity and violence the illusion of destiny is a phrase that invites deep
reflection on how human beings perceive themselves and others, often leading
to conflict under the guise of fate or inevitability. The connection between
who we are—our identity—and the violence that sometimes arises from group
divisions or personal convictions is complex, shaped by social, cultural, and
psychological factors. This interplay suggests that what many consider
"destiny" might actually be an illusion, a narrative constructed to justify
actions that could otherwise be avoided. Let’s explore how identity and
violence intertwine and why the idea of destiny can be misleading when it
comes to understanding human conflict.

The Role of Identity in Human Conflict

Identity is a powerful force in shaping our worldview. It encompasses the
myriad ways we define ourselves—ethnicity, religion, nationality, gender,
ideology, and more. When people strongly identify with a particular group,
they often develop a sense of belonging and purpose. However, this same sense
of belonging can also create an "us versus them" mentality, leading to
division and sometimes violence.

How Group Identity Shapes Behavior

Group identity provides individuals with a framework for understanding their
place in the world. It influences attitudes, behaviors, and perceptions of
others. Psychologically, belonging to a group satisfies basic human needs for
security and acceptance. But when identity becomes rigid or exclusionary, it
can foster hostility toward those outside the group.

This dynamic is evident in many historical and contemporary conflicts where
ethnic, religious, or national identities become markers of division. The
"illusion of destiny" arises when these conflicts are framed as inevitable,
as if violence is a predestined outcome of identity differences rather than a
choice shaped by social and political circumstances.

Violence as a Byproduct of Constructed



Identities

Violence often emerges not just from individual animosities but from
collective identities clashing over resources, power, or recognition. These
conflicts are rarely spontaneous or purely emotional; they are frequently
rooted in constructed narratives that portray the other group as a threat or
enemy.

Narratives That Fuel Violence

Stories and myths about identity groups play a crucial role in escalating
tensions. These narratives highlight perceived grievances, historical
injustices, or cultural superiority, reinforcing division and sometimes
justifying violent acts. Leaders and movements may exploit these stories to
mobilize supporters by suggesting that conflict is unavoidable—part of a
"destiny" to be fulfilled.

Understanding this process helps reveal that violence linked to identity is
not a natural or predetermined outcome but often the result of manipulation
and social construction. Recognizing this helps open pathways toward de-
escalation and reconciliation by challenging the fatalistic mindset that
violence is inevitable.

The Illusion of Destiny: Challenging Fatalism
in Identity Conflicts

The concept of destiny in the context of identity and violence is alluring
because it simplifies complex issues. It suggests that events are
preordained, absolving individuals and groups from responsibility. However,
this fatalism can be dangerous, as it discourages efforts to seek peaceful
solutions and perpetuates cycles of hostility.

Why the Idea of Destiny is Misleading

- **It removes agency:** Believing that violence is destined undermines
personal and collective responsibility.
- **It perpetuates conflict:** If violence is seen as inevitable, there is
little incentive to pursue dialogue or compromise.
- **It oversimplifies complexity:** Identity conflicts involve many factors,
including economic, political, and social elements, which destiny narratives
ignore.

By challenging the illusion of destiny, societies can foster a mindset that



embraces change, dialogue, and coexistence, rather than resignation to
conflict.

Building Bridges: Moving Beyond Identity-Driven
Violence

If identity and violence are linked through narratives that create an
illusion of destiny, how can societies move past this trap? The answer lies
in promoting inclusive identities, encouraging empathy, and fostering
environments where diversity is celebrated rather than feared.

Strategies for Reducing Identity-Based Violence

Encouraging Intergroup Dialogue: Creating spaces where different groups
can engage in honest conversations helps break down stereotypes and
build mutual understanding.

Highlighting Shared Humanity: Emphasizing common values and experiences
reduces the distance created by identity divisions.

Education and Critical Thinking: Teaching history and social studies in
ways that acknowledge complexity and multiple perspectives can prevent
the spread of one-sided narratives.

Promoting Inclusive National Identities: When national identity embraces
diversity rather than exclusion, it weakens the appeal of divisive
identity politics.

Addressing Root Causes: Many identity-based conflicts are driven by
economic inequality, political marginalization, or social injustice.
Addressing these issues reduces tensions.

These approaches require patience, commitment, and often systemic change, but
they offer hope for breaking free from the cycle of violence justified by
identity and the illusion of destiny.

Psychological Dimensions: Identity Threat and
Violence

On a psychological level, perceived threats to identity can trigger defensive
reactions, sometimes manifesting as violence. When individuals or groups feel



their core identity is under attack, they may respond aggressively to protect
it.

Understanding Identity Threat

Identity threat occurs when people sense that their group’s status, values,
or existence is endangered. This can be due to external pressures such as
discrimination or cultural change. The response often includes:

- Heightened group cohesion
- Increased suspicion or hostility toward out-groups
- Justification of aggressive measures to defend the group

Recognizing these psychological mechanisms is crucial in conflict resolution.
It shows that violence connected to identity is often a response to fear and
insecurity rather than inherent hatred.

The Global Perspective: Identity and Violence
Around the World

From sectarian conflicts in the Middle East to ethnic tensions in Africa, and
even political violence in Western democracies, identity continues to be a
flashpoint worldwide. Each context carries unique histories and dynamics, but
the underlying themes often revolve around contested identities clashing
under perceived destinies.

Case Studies Illustrating the Illusion of Destiny

- **The Rwandan Genocide:** Ethnic identity was manipulated to create a
fatalistic narrative of conflict between Hutus and Tutsis, leading to
catastrophic violence.
- **The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict:** Both groups have strong national and
religious identities, and narratives of destiny and historical claims often
fuel ongoing violence.
- **Northern Ireland’s Troubles:** Religious and national identities
intersected with political issues, with both sides sometimes framing violence
as an unavoidable destiny.

These examples highlight how the illusion of destiny is used to rationalize
violence but also show that peace is possible when identities are reimagined
and inclusive solutions pursued.

---



Exploring identity and violence through the lens of the illusion of destiny
reveals that much of what we consider inevitable is, in fact, constructed and
changeable. By understanding the roles narratives, psychology, and social
structures play, individuals and societies can work toward breaking cycles of
violence and embracing more peaceful, inclusive futures. Recognizing that
destiny is often not a fixed path but a story we tell ourselves can be the
first step in transforming conflict into coexistence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Amartya Sen's 'Identity
and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny'?
Amartya Sen argues that reducing individuals to a single identity, such as
ethnicity or religion, is an oversimplification that fuels violence and
conflict. He emphasizes the plurality of identities people possess,
advocating for recognizing this complexity to promote peace and
understanding.

How does 'Identity and Violence' challenge the
concept of destiny in relation to identity?
The book critiques the notion that identity is fixed and predetermined (an
'illusion of destiny'), suggesting that identities are multiple, fluid, and
context-dependent rather than immutable, which challenges fatalistic views
that justify violence based on supposed destiny.

Why does Amartya Sen believe that emphasizing a
single identity can lead to violence?
Sen believes that emphasizing only one aspect of identity ignores the full
complexity of individuals, which can create divisions and foster an 'us
versus them' mentality. This narrow view often leads to stereotyping,
discrimination, and ultimately violence.

In what ways does 'Identity and Violence' suggest we
can overcome conflicts rooted in identity?
The book suggests embracing the multiplicity of identities and fostering
inclusive dialogue that recognizes commonalities and respects differences.
This approach can reduce tensions by dismantling rigid identity-based
divisions.

How does the concept of the 'illusion of destiny'



relate to global conflicts today?
Many global conflicts are fueled by the belief that certain groups are
destined to be in conflict due to their identities. Sen’s concept challenges
this by showing that such deterministic views are oversimplifications that
ignore the complex social, political, and historical factors involved.

What role does plural identity play in Sen's
argument against violence?
Plural identity highlights that individuals belong to many overlapping groups
(e.g., cultural, national, religious), which can serve as bridges rather than
barriers. Recognizing plural identity undermines divisive stereotypes and
promotes empathy and peace.

Can 'Identity and Violence' be applied to
understanding terrorism and radicalization?
Yes, Sen's framework helps understand that terrorism and radicalization often
stem from narrow identity politics and exclusion. By acknowledging multiple
identities and promoting inclusivity, it may be possible to address root
causes and prevent violent extremism.

Additional Resources
**Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny**

identity and violence the illusion of destiny is a complex and thought-
provoking theme explored in various disciplines, ranging from sociology and
psychology to political science and philosophy. At its core, this concept
interrogates the ways in which collective identities—whether ethnic,
religious, or cultural—intersect with violence, often under the guise of an
inevitable or predetermined fate. The illusion of destiny suggests that
violent conflicts tied to identity are not merely random or situational but
are perceived as unavoidable, deeply rooted in historical grievances or
immutable characteristics. This article delves into the intricate
relationship between identity and violence, examining how the illusion of
destiny shapes social narratives, political agendas, and the perpetuation of
conflict.

Understanding the Nexus of Identity and
Violence

The connection between identity and violence is neither new nor simplistic.
Throughout history, identity has been a powerful mobilizing force, capable of



uniting communities but also of fueling intense conflicts. When groups define
themselves in opposition to others, especially in terms of ethnicity,
religion, or nationality, the boundaries between ‘us’ and ‘them’ are sharply
drawn. This dichotomy can escalate tensions, often leading to violence that
seems, to those involved, not only justified but inevitable.

The illusion of destiny emerges when groups perceive their violent struggles
as historically predetermined or morally necessary. This perception can
crystallize collective memories and myths that justify aggression as a
response to past injustices or existential threats. Scholars argue that this
illusion plays a critical role in sustaining cycles of violence, as it
discourages compromise and fosters a zero-sum mentality.

The Role of Identity in Conflict Dynamics

Identity, in social terms, refers to the collective sense of belonging to a
particular group, defined by shared language, culture, religion, or
ethnicity. When political or economic grievances align with identity markers,
conflicts often take on a deeply personal and existential character. The
following features illustrate how identity influences violence:

Group Solidarity and Mobilization: Identity provides a framework for
collective action. Shared symbols, narratives, and history galvanize
group members, often leading to heightened cohesion in conflict
situations.

Demonization of the ‘Other’: Identity-based conflicts frequently involve
the construction of an enemy image, dehumanizing the opposing group and
justifying violence as necessary self-defense.

Historical Narratives and Memory: Collective memories of trauma or
victimization are instrumentalized to reinforce identity and legitimize
violent reactions.

Political Instrumentalization: Leaders and elites may manipulate
identity politics to consolidate power or divert attention from socio-
economic issues.

The Illusion of Destiny: Psychological and Social
Dimensions

The concept of destiny in identity-related violence is often intertwined with
fatalism—the belief that outcomes are fixed and beyond human control. This
illusion has several psychological and social implications:



Determinism and Fatalism: Victims and perpetrators alike may believe1.
that violence is a destined response to historical wrongs, reducing the
perceived agency to pursue peaceful alternatives.

Identity Essentialism: The idea that identities are fixed and immutable2.
reinforces exclusionary practices and justifies violence as the defense
of an inalterable essence.

Emotional Resonance: The narrative of destiny evokes strong emotions,3.
such as fear, pride, or revenge, which intensify commitment to violent
courses of action.

These dynamics contribute to the persistence of conflicts, as parties see
themselves trapped on a path laid out by history or divine will, making
reconciliation appear unattainable.

Case Studies: Identity and Violence in Practice

Examining real-world instances reveals how the illusion of destiny manifests
in violent conflicts tied to identity.

The Balkans: Ethnic Identity and the Yugoslav Wars

The breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s is a stark example where ethnic
identities were politicized, culminating in brutal violence. Nationalist
leaders evoked historical grievances and the notion of ethnic destiny to
mobilize populations. The narrative that Serbs, Croats, and Bosniaks were
fated to clash because of deep-seated historical animosities contributed to
the tragic wars marked by ethnic cleansing and genocide.

Rwanda: Genocide and the Construction of Identity

In Rwanda, the Hutu-Tutsi divide was transformed into a deadly conflict,
fueled

Identity And Violence The Illusion Of Destiny

  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity and Violence Amartya Sen, 2007
Amartya Sen argues that most of the conflicts in the contemporary world arise from individuals'
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notions of who they are, and which groups they belong to - local, national, religious - which define
themselves in opposition to others.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity & Violence Amartya Sen, 2006 The
World May Be More Riven By Murderous Violence Than Ever Before, Yet Nobel Laureate Amartya
Sen Argues In This Sweeping Philosophical Work That Its Brutalities Are Driven As Much By
Confusion As By Inescapable Hatred. Sen Argues In His New Book That Conflict And Violence Are
Sustained Today, No Less Than The Past, By The Illusion Of A Unique Identity. Indeed, The World Is
Increasingly Taken To Be Divided Between Religions (Or 'Cultures' Or 'Civilizations'), Ignoring The
Relevance Of Other Ways In Which People See Themselves Through Class, Gender, Profession,
Language, Literature, Science, Music, Morals Or Politics, And Denying The Real Possibilities Of
Reasoned Choices. In Identity And Violence&Nbsp;He Overturns Such Stereotypes As The 'The
Monolithic Middle East' Or 'The Western Mind'. Through His Penetrating Investigation Of Such
Subjects As Multiculturalism, Fundamentalism, Terrorism And Globalization, He Brings Out The
Need For A Clear-Headed Understanding Of Human Freedom And A Constructive Public Voice In
Global Civil Society. The World, Sen Shows, Can Be Made To Move Towards Peace As Firmly As It
Has Recently Spiralled Towards War.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Cape Town 2007 Pramila Bennett, 2009 The
17th Triannual Congress of the International Association for Analytical Psychology took place in
Cape Town, South Africa, in August 2007. The plenary presentations are printed in this volume. A
CD with all the congress presentations and a selection of images is also included. Listed here are
just a few of the many presentations: Journeys- Encounters Clinical, Communal, Cultural, by Joe
Cambray; How Does One Speak of Social Psychology in a Nation in Transition?, by Mamphela
Ramphele; Trauma, Forgiveness and the Witnessing Dance: Making Public Spaces Intimate, by
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela; Shifting Shadows: Shaping Dynamics in the Cultural Unconscious, by
Catherine Kaplinsky; Journey to the Center: Images of Wilderness and the Origins of the Southern
African Association of Jungian Analysts, by Graham S. Saayman; Panel: Prehistoric Rock Art: The
Biped Surprised, by Christian Gaillard; and Harnessing the Brain: Vision and Shamanism in Upper
Paleolithic Western Europe, by J.D. Lewis-Williams.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Amartya Sen Christopher W. Morris, 2010 A
volume of essays on aspects of Amartya Sen's hugely influential and multi-disciplinary work.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity Giselle Walker, Elisabeth
Leedham-Green, 2010-11-04 Aspects of identity explored by eight distinguished authors from
different academic disciplines.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Political Governance and Minority Rights Lipi
Ghosh, 2020-11-29 This volume brings together a collection of essays analysing the current scenario
in South and Southeast Asia with respect to the position of minority groups. Based on an in-depth
investigation of some of the lasting minority–majority conflicts of the post-colonial period in
countries that often escape comparison, the articles are a rich and critical exposition of the social,
economic, cultural and political dimensions of these struggles. The central question being addressed
is that of community rights in the modern nation-state and how these are being understood by the
two concerned parties and, where and when, thereof, a situation of conflict arose.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity, Islam and the Twilight of Liberal
Values Terri Murray, 2018-10-31 Since its publication in 1992, an array of commentators have
criticised Francis Fukuyama’s optimism in The End of History and the Last Man for supposing that
liberal democracy is the one political model with sufficient moral and practical resilience to endure
through the vicissitudes of future historical events. In hindsight, it seems Fukuyama underestimated
liberal democracy’s ethno-religious rivals, and religious fundamentalism’s powerfully resistant
bulwark against liberal democracy. This book offers a trenchant analysis of the post-millennial
cultural shift away from the defining liberal social values of the post-war and post-colonial global
revolutionary movements. It dissects the incoherent reasoning by which the liberal values of racial
equality, tolerance, diversity, feminism, and gender have been evacuated of their past meanings and



put into the service of a reactionary politics that uses superficially plausible bait to sell the same
regressive ideology that religious social conservatives have been peddling for decades.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Collectivistic Religions Slavica Jakelic,
2016-05-23 Collectivistic Religions draws upon empirical studies of Christianity in Europe to address
questions of religion and collective identity, religion and nationalism, religion and public life, and
religion and conflict. It moves beyond the attempts to tackle such questions in terms of 'choice' and
'religious nationalism' by introducing the notion of 'collectivistic religions' to contemporary debates
surrounding public religions. Using a comparison of several case studies, this book challenges the
modernist bias in understanding of collectivistic religions as reducible to national identities. A
significant contribution to both the study of religious change in contemporary Europe and the
theoretical debates that surround religion and secularization, it will be of key interest to scholars
across a range of disciplines, including sociology, political science, religious studies, and geography.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity Gerald Izenberg, 2016-03-30 Identity:
The Necessity of a Modern Idea is the first comprehensive history of identity as the answer to the
question, who, or what, am I? It covers the century from the end of World War I, when identity in
this sense first became an issue for writers and philosophers, to 2010, when European political
leaders declared multiculturalism a failure just as Canada, which pioneered it, was hailing its
success. Along the way the book examines Erik Erikson's concepts of psychological identity and
identity crisis, which made the word famous; the turn to collective identity and the rise of identity
politics in Europe and America; varieties and theories of group identity; debates over
accommodating collective identities within liberal democracy; the relationship between individual
and group identity; the postmodern critique of identity as a concept; and the ways it nonetheless
transformed the social sciences and altered our ideas of ethics. At the same time the book is an
argument for the validity and indispensability of identity, properly understood. Identity was not a
concept before the twentieth century because it was taken for granted. The slaughter of World War I
undermined the honored identities of prewar Europe and, as a result, the idea of identity as
something objective and stable was thrown into question at the same time that people began to
sense that it was psychologically and socially necessary. We can't be at home in our bodies, act
effectively in the world, or interact comfortably with others without a stable sense of who we are.
Gerald Izenberg argues that, while it is a mistake to believe that our identities are givens that we
passively discover about ourselves, decreed by God, destiny, or nature, our most important identities
have an objective foundation in our existential situation as bodies, social beings, and creatures who
aspire to meaning and transcendence, as well as in the legitimacy of our historical particularity.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Reasons of Identity Avigail Eisenberg,
2009-08-27 The current legal and political context is perhaps more congenial than ever before to
considering claims made by minorities for the protection of some aspect of their identity. This book
argues that diverse societies depend for their success on having courts and legislatures which are
capable of assessing these identity claims in a fair and transparent manner. Despite the ubiquity of
these claims today, how public decision makers assess minority identity claims in the course of
decision making is only vaguely understood and mostly ignored in normative political theory and
public policy analysis. This book examines several key approaches used by national and international
institutions to assess the identity claims of religious, cultural, and Indigenous minorities today. It
takes up the central challenges to the public assessment of identity claims which raise concerns
about the incommensurability and questionable authenticity of such claims, and about the risks of
essentializing and domesticating the identities of the people who advance identity claims. It develops
a guide to aid in the fair assessment of identity claims which is grounded on the requirements that
public institutions must respect what people claim is deeply important to their self understandings
and ways of life without merely accepting such claims at face value or deferring to claimants in
every case, and public institutions must have the capacity to reflect on their own unfair biases. The
guide developed in this book aims at interrogating the strength of any identity claim on bases that
are respectful of differences without being blinded by them.



  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Promoting Conflict or Peace through
Identity Nikki R. Slocum-Bradley, 2016-04-15 Developing a solid basis for future research and
training, this illuminating volume facilitates peace and mutual understanding between people by
addressing a root cause of social conflicts: identity constructions. The volume encompasses eight
revealing empirical case studies from regions throughout the world, conducted by experts from
diverse disciplinary backgrounds. Each case study examines how identities are being constructed
and used in the region, how these identities are related to borders and in what ways identity
constructions foment peace or conflict. The volume summarizes insights gleaned from these studies
and formulates an analytical framework for understanding the role of identity constructions in
conflict or peace.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Policing Wars Caroline Holmqvist, 2016-06-15
Holmqvist presents an original account of the relationship between war and policing in the twenty
first century. This interdisciplinary study of contemporary Western strategic thinking reveals how,
why, and with what consequences, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq became seen as policing wars.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: United States Foreign Policy & National
Identity in the 21st Century Kenneth Christie, 2008-09-05 Examines the complex relationship
between United States foreign policy and American national identity as it has changed from the
post-cold war period through the defining moment of 9/11 and into the 21st century. Starting with a
discussion of notions of American identity in an historical sense, the contributors go on to examine
the most central issues in US foreign policy and their impact on national identity including: the end
of the Cold War, the rise of neo-conservatism, ideas of US Empire and the influence of the 'War on
Terror'. The book sheds significant new light on the continuities and discontinuities in the
relationship of US identity to foreign policy.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity Politics David Pilgrim, 2022-06-29
Identity politics have taken a strong hold on modern society, in particular online on social media
platforms. But to what extent have they contributed to human flourishing? Have they changed the
world for the better, and to what extent? David Pilgrim explores identity politics as a 'curate's egg':
good and bad in parts. The good, that they shine light on topics that may previously have been
neglected. The bad, their tendency towards absolutism and premature certainties. The world is
nuanced and contradictory, and our awareness of it is highly partial. Identity politics are an
inadequate response to that complexity and mystery of life. They take away the need to give free
expression to all views, including those we may not only disagree with but might also find offensive.
Pilgrim re-establishes a realist objection to strong social constructivist arguments within social
science about gender, sexualities, and putative moral panics. This accessible book is a must-read for
anyone with an interest in contemporary policy formation or reform. It will appeal to students and
professionals from the fields of sociology, politics, social policy, social work, philosophy, mental
health, and public health could use this book.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Radicalization in Western Europe Carolin
Görzig, Khaled Al-Hashimi, 2014-09-15 Employing a theoretical framework based on the concept of
identity loss, this book seeks to understand why increased integration has stimulated greater
radicalization among the Muslim populations in Western Europe. Through extensive field research in
four European countries – the UK, the Netherlands, Germany and France – the authors investigate
three key questions: 1) Why are 2nd and 3rd generations of Muslims in Europe more radical than
their parents?; 2) Why does Europe experience more home-grown terrorism today than thirty or
forty years ago?; 3) Why do some European countries feature more radical Muslim communities than
others? The book reveals that these three puzzling questions can be solved when analyzing the loss
of individuality if the face of integration and identification with European society. While Individualist
and structural approaches fail to explain radicalization of Muslims in Europe, this study, by framing
radicalization through coupling the public discourse with identity loss, provides a much needed
insight into the process of radicalization. Explaining radicalization and gaining an understanding of
the drivers of radicalization is crucial to prevent and mitigate intercultural alienation, to further



develop immigration policies, redress integration failures as well as to avoid dangerous
oversimplifications. This book contributes not only to understanding why greater integration is
matched by increasing radicalization, but its insights also contribute to developing ideas about how
radicalization can be prevented or overcome and integration policies can be enhanced. This book
will be of much interest to students of terrorism and counter-terrorism, radical Islam, war and
conflict studies, European politics, IR and security studies.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity, Ethics, and Nonviolence in
Postcolonial Theory S. Abraham, 2007-04-30 Abraham argues that a theological imagination can
expand the contours of postcolonial theory through a reexamination of notions of subjectivity,
gender, and violence in a dialogical model with Karl Rahner. She questions of whether postcolonial
theory, with its disavowal of religious agency, can provide an invigorating occasion for Catholic
theology.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Minority Religions under Irish Law Kathryn
O'Sullivan, 2019-05-07 Minority Religions under Irish Law focuses the spotlight specifically on the
legal protections afforded in Ireland to minority religions, generally, and to the Muslim community,
in particular. Although predominantly focused on the Irish context, the book also boasts
contributions from leading international academics, considering questions of broader global
importance such as how to create an inclusive environment for minority religions and how to
regulate religious tribunals best. Reflecting on issues as diverse as the right to education, marriage
recognition, Islamic finance and employment equality, Minority Religions under Irish Law provides a
comprehensive and fresh look at the legal space occupied by many rapidly growing minority
religions in Ireland, with a special focus on the Muslim community.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Narrative and the Politics of Identity Phillip L.
Hammack, 2011 Since the late nineteenth century, Jews and Arabs have been locked in an
intractable battle for national recognition in a land of tremendous historical and geopolitical
significance. While historians and political scientists have long analyzed the dynamics of this bitter
conflict, rarely has an archeology of the mind of those who reside within the matrix of conflict been
attempted. This book not only offers a psychological analysis of the consequences of conflict for the
psyche, it develops an innovative, compelling, and cross-disciplinary argument about the mutual
constitution of culture and mind through the process of life-story construction. But the book pushes
boundaries further through an analysis of two peace education programs designed to fundamentally
alter the nature of young Israeli and Palestinian life stories. Hammack argues that these popular
interventions, rooted in the idea of prejudice reduction through contact and the cultivation of
'cosmopolitan' identities, are fundamentally flawed due to their refusal to deal with the actual
political reality of young Israeli and Palestinian lives and their attempt to construct an alternative
narrative of great hope but little resonance for Israelis and Palestinians. Grounded in over a century
of literature that spans the social sciences, Hammack's analysis of young Israeli and Palestinian lives
captures the complex, dynamic relationship among politics, history, and identity and offers a
provocative and audacious proposal for psychology and peace education.
  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Identity, Contestation and Development in
Northeast India Komol Singha, M. Amarjeet Singh, 2015-12-14 India’s Northeast has long been riven
by protracted armed conflicts for secession and movements for other forms of autonomy. This book
shows how the conflicts in the region have gradually shifted towards inter-ethnic feuds, rendered
more vicious by the ongoing multiplication of ethnicities in an already heterogeneous region. It
further traces the intricate contours of the conflicts and the attempts of the dominant groups to
establish their hegemonies against the consent of the smaller groups, as well as questions the
efficacy of the state’s interventions. The volume also engages with the recurrent demands for
political autonomy, and the resultant conundrum that hobbles the region’s economic and political
development processes. Lucid, topical and thorough in analysis, this book will be useful to scholars
and researchers in political science, sociology, development studies and peace & conflict studies,
particularly those concerned with Northeast India.



  identity and violence the illusion of destiny: Europe's Last Chance Guy Verhofstadt,
2017-01-03 In the heart of Europe's current crisis, one of the continent's foremost statesmen issues
a clarion call to radically remake the European Union in the mold of the United States' own federal
government Europe is caught in its greatest crisis since the Second World War. The catalog of ills
seems endless: an economic crisis spread through most of Europe's Mediterranean tier that has
crippled Greece and driven a wedge between northern and southern Europe; terrorist attacks in
Paris, Cologne, Brussels, and Nice; growing aggression from Russia in Ukraine and the Baltic states;
and refugees escaping war-torn neighbors. The European Union's inability to handle any of these
disasters was a driving factor in Great Britain voting to leave, and others may soon follow. The result
won't just be a continent in turmoil, but also a serious threat to American and British security-the
Atlantic, let alone the Channel, simply isn't big enough to keep European troubles in Europe. For
everyone's sake, Europe must survive. The question is how. In Europe's Last Chance, Guy
Verhofstadt-former prime minister of Belgium and current leader of the liberal faction in the
European Parliament-provides the essential framework for understanding Europe today, laying bare
the absurdity of a system in which each member state can veto legislation, opt in or out of the Euro,
or close borders on a whim. But Verhofstadt does not just indict the European Union, he also offers a
powerful vision for how the continent can change for the better. The key, argues Verhofstadt, is to
reform the European Union along the lines of America's federal government: a United States of
Europe strong enough to stand with the United States of America in making a better, safer world. A
visionary book from one of today's luminaries of European leadership, Europe's Last Chance is a
clarion call to save the European Union, one of the world's greatest chances for peace and
prosperity.
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