fallen angels by walter dean myers

**Exploring the Depths of War: Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers**

Fallen angels by Walter Dean Myers is a powerful novel that delves into the gritty
realities of the Vietnam War through the eyes of a young soldier. This book has resonated
with readers for decades, offering a raw and honest perspective on the emotional and
physical toll of combat. Myers’ storytelling captures more than just the battlefield; it
explores the psychological struggles, camaraderie, and loss that define the soldier’s
experience. If you're curious about why this novel remains a significant work in young
adult literature, let’s dive deeper into what makes *Fallen Angels* such a compelling read.

Understanding the Story and Its Context

At its core, *Fallen Angels* follows the journey of Richie Perry, a nineteen-year-old from
Harlem who volunteers to serve in the Vietnam War. The narrative chronicles his
transition from a naive teenager to a battle-hardened soldier, confronting the brutal
realities of war. Unlike many traditional war stories that often glorify combat, Walter Dean
Myers presents a candid and sometimes unsettling portrayal of the conflict.

The Vietnam War Through a Young Soldier’s Eyes

The Vietnam War was one of the most controversial conflicts in American history, and it
left deep scars on the national consciousness. Myers captures this complexity by focusing
on the personal experiences of soldiers rather than political ideologies. Richie’s
perspective is marked by confusion, fear, and a yearning for meaning amid chaos. This
approach helps readers, especially young adults, relate to the human side of war instead
of just the historical facts.

The Importance of Authenticity in War Literature

Walter Dean Myers himself served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam era, which adds a
layer of authenticity to the novel. His firsthand knowledge enriches the narrative, making
it more believable and impactful. The detailed descriptions of military life, combat
situations, and the psychological strain soldiers endure are drawn from real experiences.
This authenticity is one reason *Fallen Angels* is often recommended in classrooms
studying war literature or American history.

Key Themes in Fallen Angels by Walter Dean



Myers

The novel explores several profound themes that resonate beyond the war setting,
touching on universal human experiences.

The Loss of Innocence

Richie Perry’s journey is a classic coming-of-age story set against the backdrop of war.
The innocence he carries at the beginning quickly dissolves as he confronts death,
violence, and moral ambiguity. This loss of innocence is a common theme in war
narratives, but Myers approaches it with a sensitivity that highlights the internal conflict
many young soldiers faced.

The Chaos and Futility of War

*Fallen Angels* does not shy away from depicting the confusion and randomness of
combat. The novel portrays war as a chaotic and often senseless endeavor, where survival
can depend on luck as much as skill. This theme challenges traditional heroic war stories
and encourages readers to question the glorification of battle.

Brotherhood and Camaraderie

Despite the horrors of war, the relationships between soldiers provide a glimmer of hope
and humanity. Richie forms bonds with his fellow soldiers, who come from diverse
backgrounds. These friendships underscore the importance of support and understanding
in the face of adversity.

Why Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers Still
Matters Today

More than four decades after its publication, *Fallen Angels* remains relevant for several
reasons.

A Window Into Historical Perspectives

For young readers unfamiliar with the Vietnam War, Myers’ novel offers an accessible
entry point. It paints a vivid picture of what soldiers endured and the social tensions
surrounding the war’s unpopularity back home. This historical insight is crucial for
understanding the complexities of that era.



Addressing Complex Moral Questions

The book encourages readers to grapple with difficult questions about duty, loyalty, and
morality in wartime. It does not provide easy answers but invites thoughtful reflection,
making it an excellent tool for classroom discussions or personal contemplation.

A Voice for Underrepresented Soldiers

One notable aspect of *Fallen Angels* is its focus on African American soldiers and their
unique challenges during the Vietnam War. Myers highlights issues of racial tension and
discrimination within the military, shedding light on stories often overlooked in
mainstream war literature.

Tips for Readers Approaching Fallen Angels

If you're about to read *Fallen Angels* by Walter Dean Myers, here are some tips to
enhance your experience:

 Keep an open mind: The novel presents harsh realities without sugarcoating. Be
prepared for a raw and honest portrayal of war.

e Pay attention to character development: Richie Perry’s transformation is central
to the story, so notice how his thoughts and emotions evolve.

e Consider the historical context: Learning about the Vietnam War’s background
can deepen your understanding of the novel’s setting and themes.

¢ Reflect on the moral dilemmas: Use the book as a starting point to think about
larger questions related to war, justice, and humanity.

Impact on Young Adult Literature and Education

*Fallen Angels* has become a cornerstone in young adult war literature because it bridges
the gap between historical events and relatable personal stories. Its inclusion in school
curricula helps students engage with complex topics like war, race, and identity in a
thoughtful way.

Many educators praise Walter Dean Myers for his ability to write accessible yet profound
narratives that speak directly to young readers’ experiences and concerns. The novel’s
frank discussions about violence, fear, and survival encourage empathy and critical
thinking, essential skills for students navigating today’s complex world.



Encouraging Empathy Through Storytelling

One of the novel’s greatest achievements is fostering empathy. By immersing readers in
Richie’s experiences, Myers helps bridge the gap between civilian and military life,
making the emotional costs of war more tangible. This empathetic connection is vital in
cultivating a more compassionate and informed society.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Walter Dean Myers employs a straightforward, unpretentious writing style that suits the
novel’s gritty subject matter. The first-person narrative draws readers into Richie’s mind,
making his fears and hopes palpable. This approach also allows for an intimate exploration
of the psychological impact of combat.

Rather than relying on elaborate literary devices, Myers focuses on clear, vivid
descriptions and authentic dialogue. This accessibility ensures that the novel remains
engaging for a wide range of readers, from reluctant teens to seasoned literature
enthusiasts.

Discovering More Works by Walter Dean Myers

If *Fallen Angels* piques your interest, exploring more of Walter Dean Myers’ extensive
bibliography is a rewarding next step. Known for addressing themes of identity, social
justice, and personal growth, Myers has written numerous novels, poems, and essays that
resonate deeply with young readers.

Some noteworthy titles include:

e Monster - A gripping courtroom drama that explores truth and perception.
e Somewhere in the Darkness - A story about family, trust, and reconciliation.

e Scorpions - A compelling narrative about violence and choices in an urban setting.

Each of these works, like *Fallen Angels*, combines compelling storytelling with profound
themes, making them valuable reads for anyone interested in contemporary young adult
literature.

Walter Dean Myers’ *Fallen Angels* remains a timeless exploration of war’s human
dimension, capturing the fear, confusion, and courage experienced by soldiers on the front
lines. Its honest portrayal and rich themes continue to inspire discussions about history,



morality, and humanity, making it a must-read for those seeking to understand the true
cost of conflict.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Fallen Angels' by Walter
Dean Myers?

The main theme of 'Fallen Angels' is the brutal reality of war and its impact on young
soldiers, focusing on the Vietnam War and the loss of innocence.

Who is the protagonist in 'Fallen Angels' and what is his
experience?

The protagonist is Richie Perry, a young African American soldier who is sent to fight in
Vietnam. The novel follows his experiences and challenges as he confronts the horrors of
war.

How does Walter Dean Myers depict the Vietnam War in
'Fallen Angels'?

Myers portrays the Vietnam War as chaotic, violent, and morally complex, highlighting the
fear, confusion, and camaraderie among soldiers rather than glorifying combat.

What role does friendship play in 'Fallen Angels'?

Friendship is a crucial element in the novel, providing emotional support and a sense of
humanity for the soldiers as they endure the hardships of war together.

Why is 'Fallen Angels' considered a significant book for
young adults?

It offers an honest and relatable perspective on war, addressing issues like race, fear, and
identity, making it a powerful and educational read for young adults.

What challenges does Richie Perry face in 'Fallen
Angels'?

Richie faces physical danger, moral dilemmas, racial prejudice, and the psychological toll
of combat, all of which shape his growth and understanding of war.

How does 'Fallen Angels' address the psychological



effects of war on soldiers?

The novel explores themes of trauma, fear, and loss through Richie's internal struggles
and the experiences of his fellow soldiers, illustrating the lasting impact of war on mental
health.

Additional Resources
Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers: A Critical Examination of War and Youth

Fallen angels by walter dean myers stands as a poignant and unflinching portrayal of
the Vietnam War through the eyes of a young African American soldier. This novel, first
published in 1988, has earned a significant place in young adult literature, often praised
for its raw depiction of combat, camaraderie, and the psychological turmoil faced by
soldiers. Myers, a celebrated author known for his commitment to telling authentic stories
about marginalized voices, brings a unique perspective to the war narrative, diverging
from traditional war novels by focusing on the inner conflicts as much as the external
battles.

This article explores the thematic depth, narrative style, and cultural impact of Fallen
Angels, while also analyzing its relevance in educational settings and its reception among
readers and critics alike. Through a professional lens, we investigate how Myers’ work
contributes to the broader discourse on war literature and the portrayal of African
American experiences in historical fiction.

Contextualizing Fallen Angels by Walter Dean
Myers

Fallen Angels emerges during a period when Vietnam War literature was predominantly
dominated by white male perspectives. Myers’ decision to center his narrative on Richie
Perry, a young black man from Harlem, offers a fresh viewpoint that highlights the
intersectionality of race, youth, and military service. The novel’s setting in 1967 places
readers in the raw and chaotic environment of Vietnam, where the protagonist confronts
not only the enemy but also the harsh realities of prejudice and fear within his own ranks.

Thematic Exploration

One of the most compelling aspects of Fallen Angels is its exploration of themes such as
the loss of innocence, racial tension, and the moral ambiguity of war. Myers does not shy
away from depicting the brutal violence and psychological scars that soldiers endure. The
title itself, “Fallen Angels,” suggests a duality—soldiers as both victims and perpetrators
in a flawed system.

The theme of camaraderie is intricately woven throughout the narrative. Despite racial
and social differences, the soldiers form bonds that serve as a survival mechanism in the



face of constant danger. Myers highlights how these relationships are both a source of
strength and a reflection of the soldiers’ fragmented identities.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Myers employs a first-person narrative, allowing readers intimate access to Richie Perry’s
thoughts and feelings. This perspective facilitates a nuanced portrayal of the protagonist’s
evolution from an idealistic youth to a battle-hardened soldier. The language is
straightforward yet evocative, capturing the vernacular of the time and the emotional
landscape of a young man thrust into extraordinary circumstances.

The supporting characters, including Peewee, Lobel, and Johnson, each bring distinct
backgrounds and personalities, enhancing the novel’s exploration of diversity within the
military. Their interactions underscore the tensions and solidarities that define the
soldiers’ experiences.

Fallen Angels in the Landscape of War Literature

When comparing Fallen Angels to other notable Vietnam War novels such as Tim O’Brien’s
The Things They Carried or Michael Herr’s Dispatches, Myers’ work stands out for its
accessibility to younger audiences and its focus on racial dynamics. While O’Brien’s work
is often lauded for its metafictional approach and Herr’s for journalistic intensity, Fallen
Angels provides a compelling coming-of-age story set against the backdrop of conflict.

Educational Relevance and Controversies

Fallen Angels has been widely incorporated into middle and high school curricula due to
its relatable protagonist and honest depiction of war. Its inclusion helps students engage
critically with historical events and the complexities of military service. However, the
novel has also faced challenges and bans in some schools because of its graphic content
and candid language.

These controversies highlight an ongoing debate about the role of realistic war literature
in education. Advocates argue that books like Fallen Angels foster empathy and critical
thinking, while opponents often cite concerns about appropriateness for younger readers.

Impact and Legacy

Walter Dean Myers’ contribution through Fallen Angels extends beyond literature into
cultural and social realms. The novel has been recognized with awards such as the Coretta
Scott King Award, emphasizing its importance in African American literature and its role
in diversifying narratives about historical events.



Moreover, Fallen Angels continues to resonate with readers decades after its publication,
serving as a testament to the enduring need for stories that challenge dominant
perspectives and illuminate the multifaceted human experiences of war.

Strengths and Limitations of Fallen Angels by
Walter Dean Myers

e Strengths: Authentic voice, nuanced portrayal of race and war, accessible language
for young adults, strong character development, and vivid depiction of Vietnam War
realities.

e Limitations: Some critics note a degree of predictability in plot progression,
occasional reliance on familiar war tropes, and the potential for graphic scenes to be
unsettling for sensitive readers.

Despite these critiques, the novel’s strengths firmly establish it as a significant
educational and literary tool.

Why Fallen Angels Remains Relevant Today

In today’s social and political climate, discussions about race, identity, and the
consequences of military engagement remain crucial. Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers
provides a platform to examine these issues through the lens of history while encouraging
reflection on contemporary conflicts and the experiences of soldiers from diverse
backgrounds.

The novel’s ability to humanize the often abstract concept of war continues to engage
readers, fostering a deeper understanding of the sacrifices and moral complexities
involved.

Through its balanced portrayal of heroism and vulnerability, Fallen Angels challenges

readers to reconsider preconceived notions about war and those who fight it, securing its
place as a vital work in both literary and educational contexts.

Fallen Angels By Walter Dean Myers

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Fallen Angels Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 1995

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Fallen Angels , 2002 Seventeen-year-old Richie Perry,
just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a
devastating year on active duty in Vietnam.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Fallen Angels Walter Dean Myers, 2025-05-06 In this


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/fallen-angels-by-walter-dean-myers.pdf

classic coming of age novel from a New York Times-bestselling author, an American teenager faces
the gritty reality of the Vietnam War. Winner of the Coretta Scott King Award in 1988
“Heartbreaking. . . . Other authors have gotten the details right, but Myers reaches into the minds of
the soldiers. . . . Readers, including those born after the fall of Saigon . . . will reel from the human
consequences of battle.” —Publishers Weekly (boxed review) It’s 1967, and Harlem teenager Richie
Perry is graduating from high school. He dreams of attending college and becoming a writer like
James Baldwin. However, reality has other plans. After volunteering for the army, Perry doesn’t
expect to fight in the Vietnam War, but a paperwork mix-up sends him to the frontlines. Perry and
his platoon are soon face-to-face with relentless violence and brutality. One false move can mean the
difference between survival and death, whether they are fighting the Vietcong or simply walking
through the jungle. Overcome by the horrors, Perry begins questioning everything. What were his
motives for joining the army? Why are black troops given the most dangerous missions? Why is the
United States even there? Perry and his fellow soldiers may have all come to Vietnam for different
reasons, but now they share the same dream—to get home alive. “Recalls Stephen Crane’s The Red
Badge of Courage.” —Horn Book (starred review) “As thought-provoking as it is entertaining.” —The
New York Times “This gut-twisting Vietnam War novel breaks uncharted ground. . . . Myers does an
outstanding job of re-creating the war.” —Booklist (starred review) “Myers masterfully re-creates
the combat zone. . . . War-story fans will find enough action here, though it isn’t glorified; thoughtful
readers will be haunted by this tribute to a ravaged generation.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

fallen angels by walter dean myers: A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's "Fallen Angels"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Walter Dean Myers's Fallen Angels,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: NOVELS FOR STUDENTS CENGAGE LEARNING.
GALE, 2016

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Richard Andersen, 2014-01-01
Walter Dean Myers wrote more than one hundred books for young adults. He won the Coretta Scot
King Award for African-American and served as the U.S. National Ambassador for Young People[Js
Literature. This biography delves into the inspirational life of Myers and exposes the hardships he
overcame to become one of the most regarded children[Js book authors in our lifetime. Through this
book, readers will gain a deep insight into this influential author{Js work and how Myers fought for
more African American authors of young adult fiction to be recognized.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Literature Suppressed on Social Grounds Dawn B.
Sova, 2014-05-14 Literature Suppressed on Social Grounds, Revised Edition discusses writings that
have been banned over the centuries because they offended or merely ignored official truths;
challenged widely held assumptions; or contained ideas or language unacceptable to a state,
religious institution, or private moral watchdog. The entries new to this edition include the Captain
Underpants series, We All Fall Down by Robert Cormier, and Jake and Honeybunch Go to Heaven by
Margaret Zemach. Also included are updates to the censorship histories of such books as To Kill a
Mockingbird and Of Mice and Men.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Fallen Angels (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Fallen Angels (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Walter Dean Myers Making
the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a
new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols a
review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying
and writing papers.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Elizabeth Hoover, 2014-01-30
Walter Dean Myers was a prolific author, penning over one hundred young adult and children's




books. According to the American Library Association, Myers won the Coretta Scott King Book
Award six times. This informative edition covers the life of author Walter Dean Myers. The book
spans Myers' troubled childhood in Harlem, through his rise as an editor at a publishing house, and
finally delves into his work as an author. Readers will learn about how Myers overcame racism and
learning disabilities to ?become an award-winning author.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Young Adult Fiction by African American Writers,
1968-1993 Deborah Kutenplon, Ellen Olmstead, 2014-04-08 Comprehensive and up-to-dateThe first
contemporary publication to go beyond examining broad themes and trends in the field, this timely
volume looks closely at specific authors and texts. The book is comprehensive and as current as
possible, covering works by African American authors for young adults published between
1968-1993-some 200 titles by close to 50 writers. In addition to established authors and bestselling
titles, the coverage includes material overlooked by previous studies, such as works from small
presses and talented new authors.Guidlines for evaluationAn extensive introduction reviews
important milestones in this body of literature and analyzes noteworthy bibliographical and critical
publications about such writing. It includes suggested guidelines for evaluating a work in terms of
its direct and indirect treatment of such issues as race, gender, class, ability, age, sexuality, and
sexual orientation. The book also offers specific guidance for determining the appropriate
readership for a work with regard to age and gender.Unusually extensive annotationsThe main body
of the book is an annotated bibliography, alphabetical by author, with the works arranged
chronologically by publication date. The annotations are much more extensive than those in other
bibliographies. Each annotation reads more like a full-length book review and is from one to two
pages long and explores themes, plot and character development, evaluates the quality of the
writing, judges the handling of issues of race, class, and gender, and provides a readership
recommendation.Written in accessible language, this user-friendly book presents a wide range of
factual information, evaluations, and analyses. It is a valuable tool for all teachers, librarians,
counselors, and young adults

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Encyclopedia of Censorship Jonathon Green, Nicholas
J. Karolides, 2014-05-14 Articles examine the history and evolution of censorship, presented in A to Z
format.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Young Adult and Canonical Literature Paula
Greathouse, Victor Malo-Juvera, 2021-03-15 In the last decade alone, the world has changed in
seismic ways as marriage equality has been ruled on by the supreme court, social justice issues such
as #metoo and BlackLivesMatter have arisen, and issues of immigration and deportation have come
to the forefront of politics across the globe. Thus, there is a need for an updated text that shares
strategies for combining canonical and young adult literature that reflects the changes society has -
and continues to - experience. The purpose of our collection is to offer secondary (6-12) teachers
engaging ideas and approaches for pairing young adult and canonical novels to provide unique
examinations of topics that teaching either text in isolation could not afford. Our collection does not
center canonical texts and most chapters show how both texts complement each other rather than
the young adult text being only an extension of the canonical. Within each volume, the chapters are
organized chronologically according to the publication date of the canonical text. The pairings
offered in this collection allow for comparisons in some cases, for extensions in others, and for
critique in all. Volume 2 covers The Canterbury Tales (1392) through Fallen Angels (1988).

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Adolescents in the Search for Meaning Mary L.
Warner, 2006-03-03 As is painfully evident from the reports of school shootings, gang violence,
dysfunctional family life, and from statistics on adolescent suicide, many teens live troubled lives.
Even those who live a normal life still face the challenges adults face, but teens are also engaged in
establishing independence and finding their identity. However, few adolescents have the same
resources as adults for surviving life challenges. Building from the idea that story is a powerful
source of meaning, particularly those stories that resonate with our own lives, this book suggests
that the stories of other young adults offer a resource yet to be fully tapped. Adolescents in the



Search for Meaning begins from the perspective of young adults by sharing the results of a survey of
over 1400 teens and also includes the insights of authors of Young Adult Literature. The book
presents over 120 novels that teens have identified as meaningful as well as books recommended by
YA authors and experts in the field of YA literature. For any teacher, librarian, parent or counselor
wanting to reach young adults, this book is ideal.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Fallen Angels Holt Rinehart & Winston, Holt, Rinehart
and Winston Staff, 2001

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Common Core CPR ReLeah Cossett Lent, Barry Gilmore,
2013-09-27 The ideal? Newly minted high school graduates all across the nation, each one a complex
text genius, a writer and analytic thinker beyond compare. All on to glorious colleges and careers,
thanks to the Common Core. The reality? The 1.3 million students who fail to graduate from high
school each year and the hundreds of thousands more who either gave up or lost interest long ago . .
. The reality is why Common Core CPR is needed. Urgently. Because if we continue to insist that all
students meet expectations that are well beyond their abilities and mindsets, these kids will only
decline faster. We must be brave enough--and trained enough--to cast aside what we know harms
students and apply with renewed vigor the teaching methods we know work. Releah Lent and Barry
Gilmore rise to the challenge, and there are no two authors better equipped to do so. They embrace
what is best about the standards--their emphasis on active, authentic learning--and then explicitly
show teachers how to connect these ideal outcomes to practical classroom strategies, detailing the
day-to-day teaching that can coax reluctant learners into engagement and achievement. You'll learn
how to: Consider choice and relevance in every assignment Plan and spot opportunities for success
Scaffold students' comprehension of complex fiction and nonfiction texts Model close reading
through thoughtful questioning Teach students to use evidence in reading, writing, speaking, and
reflection . . . And so much more It's not the big sweeping formulas for achievement that will win the
day; it's the incremental growth that teachers need to make happen: that one book, that one writing
assignment, to help a student turn a corner. If we can get that one transformational moment to
occur, and follow it up by designing more opportunities for success, that's the ideal, say Lent and
Gilmore.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Plain City Virginia Hamilton, 1995-03 A bittersweet
story of a 12-year-old girl's search for the truth about her own past and her missing father.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Teaching American History Through the Novel Sharon
Bannister, Twyla R. Wells, 1995 Make the past come alive for your students by introducing them to a
wide array of fascinating historical novels.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: The Teen-Centered Book Club Bonnie Kunzel, Constance
Hardesty, 2006-03-30 Vibrant, dynamic teen book clubs—the kind teens eagerly anticipate and
attend session after session—are teen-centered. With innovative, pragmatic ideas that will attract
and retain teen readers, this guide provides everything you need to run a successful, teen-centered
book club. Covering every step, from planning and promoting to how to prompt discussion and keep
it civilized, this is a one-stop source for the teen book club leader. Dozens of reproducibles for teens
include book lists, ground rules, and book-based activities. The book even has directions for
evaluating your club and lists of resources for more information. Whether you're starting a teen book
club, trying to revive a flagging program, or wish to build on past success, if you're involved in a
teen book club, this guide is a must. What's the difference between a teen book club and an adult
one? Too often, the answer is Not much. Like so many programs for teens, traditional book clubs
tend to be scaled-down versions of adult clubs. If book selection, taboo topics, and logistical details
are the most important things that set your teen book club apart from an adult one, you could be
missing a huge opportunity. Vibrant, dynamic teen book clubs—the kind teens eagerly anticipate and
attend session after session—are teen-centered. They're not merely by, for and about teens, but are
grounded in the admittedly radical idea that the club is not primarily about library programming or
even about books (!) but is all about teens—their interests and needs, their social habits and styles,
their initiative. Books are the medium and the club is the method to achieve the ultimate goal of



developing teen readers and leaders. Furthermore, the teen-centered book club has huge potential
to further a whole range of library goals, from bringing more teen patrons through the door, to
building community-wide awareness and support for the library itself. What sets this book apart
from the typical book club guide is that it is the only guide that addresses the unique constraints of
public and school libraries—budgeting, impact on the facility and the collection, and potential
attempts at censorship, to name just a few. It's also the only guide that takes a teen-centered
approach, putting front-and-center the idea that, as with so many other things, book clubs for teens
are not merely scaled-back versions of adult clubs. Whether you are starting a club, attempting to
revive a flagging program, or building on past success, this manual offers you innovative, pragmatic
ideas that will attract and retain teen readers. Grades 6-12. Teen Book Clubs offers a fresh new
approach for today's teen readers and clear instructions, along with tips and ideas, for building
teen-centered book clubs. In 12 brief chapters the book covers: the teen-centered book club: what it
is and what it takes to make it work putting it together: planning and putting the plan in action
going public: recruiting, boosting visibility, garnering support 15 cunningly creative types of teen
book clubs using book club to develop teen leaders scads of book lists, reproducibles, and sample
discussion prompters tweaking, troubleshooting, and tips for keeping it civilized evaluations beyond
measure resources for more information. Filled with practical checklists, figures, worksheets, and
reproducibles, this is the guide that all teen book club leaders should have.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Get Those Guys Reading! Kathleen A. Baxter, Marcia
Agness Kochel, 2012-05-07 Want to identify fiction books that boys in grades three through nine will
find irresistible? This guide reveals dozens of worthwhile recommendations in categories ranging
from adventure stories and sports novels to horror, humorous, and science fiction books. In Get
Those Guys Reading!: Fiction and Series Books that Boys Will Love, authors Kathleen A. Baxter and
Marcia A. Kochel provide compelling and current reading suggestions for younger boys—information
that educators, librarians, and parents alike are desperate for. Comprising titles that are almost all
well-reviewed in at least one major professional journal, or that are such big hits with kids that
they've received the stamp of approval from the most important reviewers, this book will be
invaluable to anyone whose goal is to help boys develop a healthy enthusiasm for reading. It includes
chapters on adventure books; animal stories; graphic novels; historical fiction; humorous books;
mystery, horror, and suspense titles; science fiction and fantasy; and sports novels. Within each
chapter, the selections are further divided into books for younger readers (grades 3-6) and titles for
older boys in grades 5-8. Elementary and middle school librarians and teachers, public librarians,
Title One teachers, and parents of boys in grades 3-9 will all benefit greatly from having this book at
hand.

fallen angels by walter dean myers: Walter Dean Myers Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-01-24
Walter Dean Myers, preeminent author of teen fiction biography and verse, refines the image of
black characters that are frequently trivialized or vilified in juvenile literature, advertising,
television, and film. From his saga The Glory Field to his novel The Young Landlords, Myers's canon
surveys the complex realm of the teen years as colliding settings in home, school, and the street.
This volume introduces readers to both the writer and his work, with an emphasis on the characters,
dates, events, motifs, and themes from the books. Myers's 101 A-to-Z entries offer concise, analytical
discussion on all topics and include generous citations from primary and secondary sources. Each
entry concludes with a selected bibliography on such subjects as segregation, Malcolm X, urbanism,
writing, metafiction, drugs and alcohol, slavery, and the Vietnam War. Appendices offer a timeline of
historical events in Myers's writings and forty topics for group or individual projects, oral analysis,
background material, and theme development. A map of Harlem (where many of the stories are set),
genealogical diagrams for characters, and an author chronology contribute to a comprehensive
presentation.




Related to fallen angels by walter dean myers

Fallen Angels (Myers novel) - Wikipedia Fallen Angels (Myers novel) Fallen Angels is a 1988
young-adult novel written by Walter Dean Myers, about the Vietnam War. It won the 1988 Coretta
Scott King Award

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers | Goodreads An exciting, eye-catching repackage of
acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers' bestselling paperbacks, to coincide with the publication of
Sunrise Over Falluja in hardcover

Fallen Angels: Full Book Summary | SparkNotes A short summary of Walter Dean Myers's
Fallen Angels. This free synopsis covers all the crucial plot points of Fallen Angels

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers Plot Summary | LitCharts Get all the key plot points of
Walter Dean Myers's Fallen Angels on one page. From the creators of SparkNotes

: Fallen Angels: 9781546146964: Myers, Walter Dean In a stunning story set against the rise of
white nationalism comes an unflinching exploration of the destruction of hate, the power of fear, and
the hope of redemption. Zara’s family has waited

Fallen Angels Summary | GradeSaver Fallen Angels study guide contains a biography of Walter
Dean Myers, literature essays, quiz questions, major themes, characters, and a full summary and
analysis

Fallen Angels Summary | SuperSummary Prolific children’s author Walter Dean Myers published
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