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Elizabeth Anscombe and Modern Moral Philosophy: Revisiting Ethics with Fresh Eyes

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy represents a pivotal moment in the landscape of ethical
thought. When Anscombe published her influential essay "Modern Moral Philosophy” in 1958, she
challenged the prevailing trends in ethical theory and sparked a renewed interest in virtue ethics, a
tradition largely overshadowed by utilitarianism and deontological ethics during much of the 20th century.
Her work not only critiques the assumptions underlying contemporary moral philosophy but also

encourages a return to classical notions of character and human flourishing.

If you're curious about the roots of moral philosophy today or want to understand why Anscombe remains
a towering figure in ethical discussions, this article will guide you through her groundbreaking ideas, their

historical context, and their relevance in modern discourse.

The Context of Elizabeth Anscombe’s Critique

To appreciate Anscombe’s contribution, it’s important to understand the state of moral philosophy before
her intervention. Post-World War II ethical theory was dominated largely by two schools: utilitarianism,
which focuses on consequences and the greatest happiness principle, and Kantian deontology, which
emphasizes duties and rules regardless of outcomes. While these frameworks provided structure, Anscombe

argued that they often missed the essence of morality itself.

In her essay, Anscombe criticized "modern moral philosophy" for being overly abstract and disconnected
from the practical realities of human life. She pointed out that moral philosophers of her time largely
ignored the concept of virtue and the role of human character. Instead, they fixated on legalistic rules or
calculations of pleasure and pain. This, she believed, led to a fragmented and unsatisfactory understanding of

ethics.

Why Anscombe Thought Modern Moral Philosophy Needed a Rethink

Anscombe’s dissatisfaction stemmed from several key observations:

- The abandonment of the concept of "moral obligation" without a suitable replacement. She argued that

terms like "duty” had been used without their proper philosophical grounding.

- The lack of a robust theory of virtue. Virtue ethics, rooted in Aristotle’s philosophy, was largely dismissed

or forgotten in favor of rule-based ethics.



- The problematic use of consequentialist and deontological frameworks to address complex moral issues,

often resulting in counterintuitive or morally troubling conclusions.

By highlighting these issues, Anscombe called for a reevaluation of ethical theory, one that would

reconsider the role of virtue, human psychology, and moral character.

Elizabeth Anscombe’s Revival of Virtue Ethics

One of the most enduring impacts of Anscombe’s essay was her revival of virtue ethics as a serious
alternative to dominant moral theories. Virtue ethics centers on the development of good character traits
(virtues) and the pursuit of human flourishing (eudaimonia), rather than focusing solely on rules or

outcomes.

What is Virtue Ethics?

Virtue ethics is a normative ethical theory emphasizing virtues, or moral character. Instead of asking "What
should I do?" it asks "What kind of person should I be?" This approach encourages individuals to cultivate

qualities such as courage, honesty, temperance, and justice.

Anscombe argued that modern moral philosophy would benefit from rediscovering these ancient ideas. She
suggested that without a proper understanding of virtue and human nature, moral philosophy becomes

disconnected from how people actually live and make decisions.

How Anscombe Positioned Virtue Ethics Against Other Theories

Unlike utilitarianism, which calculates the best consequences, or Kantian ethics, which relies on universal
moral laws, virtue ethics focuses on the agent’s character and intentions. Anscombe believed that such a
focus aligns better with how humans experience moral life — not as abstract rule-followers or calculators of

utility, but as embodied beings with emotions, habits, and social contexts.

Her critique also extended to the concept of rights and obligations as they were understood in
contemporary philosophy. Anscombe argued that these ideas, detached from a broader ethical framework

grounded in virtue, lacked meaning and coherence.



Key Themes in Anscombe’s Moral Philosophy

Exploring Elizabeth Anscombe’s moral philosophy reveals several recurring themes that continue to

influence ethical thought today.

The Role of Intention

Anscombe made significant contributions to understanding intention in moral action. She emphasized that
intention is central to moral evaluation — what a person intends matters morally, not just the outcomes of

their actions. This insight has had lasting effects on fields like philosophy of action and ethics.

The Concept of Moral Obligation

One of Anscombe’s most famous claims was that after the "death of God," the modern concept of moral
obligation loses its foundation. She questioned whether it is coherent to speak of "moral obligation" without
a metaphysical or theological grounding. This challenge invites philosophers to reconsider the basis of

ethical duties.

Practical Wisdom (Phronesis)

Drawing from Aristotle, Anscombe highlighted the importance of *phronesis*, or practical wisdom.
Practical wisdom is the ability to make sound moral judgments in concrete situations, balancing competing
values and circumstances. This concept stresses that moral reasoning isn’t merely about applying rules but

involves discernment and experience.

Elizabeth Anscombe’s Influence on Contemporary Ethics

The ripple effects of Anscombe’s work can be seen across various branches of philosophy and ethics today.

The Revival of Virtue Ethics in Academia

Since the publication of "Modern Moral Philosophy," virtue ethics has experienced a renaissance.
Philosophers like Philippa Foot, Alasdair MacIntyre, and Martha Nussbaum expanded on Anscombe’s

insights, developing rich accounts of virtue that engage with modern dilemmas in medicine, law, and



politics.

Applications in Bioethics and Moral Psychology

Anscombe’s emphasis on intention and character has informed debates in bioethics, particularly concerning
moral responsibility and medical decision-making. Her work also intersects with moral psychology,

shedding light on how character and habits influence ethical behavior.

Reconsidering Moral Language and Concepts

Her critique of moral obligation and rights continues to inspire philosophers to revisit the language used in
ethics. Many have sought to clarify or redefine these foundational concepts, often integrating Anscombe’s

insights into broader discussions about secular morality and pluralism.

Why Elizabeth Anscombe’s Modern Moral Philosophy Still
Matters

In a world where ethical challenges are increasingly complex, from artificial intelligence to global justice,
Anscombe’s call to ground moral philosophy in human nature and virtue remains strikingly relevant. Her
insistence on the importance of intention, character, and practical wisdom offers a refreshing alternative to

purely rule-based or consequentialist approaches.

For students, scholars, or anyone interested in how we make moral choices, engaging with Elizabeth
Anscombe’s modern moral philosophy provides valuable tools to think deeply about what it means to live a
good life. It reminds us that morality is not just a set of rules but a way of being—a cultivation of virtues

that shape our identity and relationships.
Whether you’re exploring ethical theory for the first time or revisiting it after years, Anscombe’s work

challenges you to consider the foundations of your moral beliefs and the kind of person you aspire to

become.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Elizabeth Anscombe and what is her significance in modern
moral philosophy?

Elizabeth Anscombe was a 20th-century British philosopher known for her influential work in ethics,
philosophy of mind, and philosophy of action. She is significant in modern moral philosophy for her critique
of modern consequentialism and deontology, and for reviving virtue ethics through her 1958 paper
"Modern Moral Philosophy."

What is the main argument of Elizabeth Anscombe's essay "Modern
Moral Philosophy"?

In "Modern Moral Philosophy,” Anscombe argues that contemporary moral philosophy is flawed because it
lacks a proper foundation in a theory of human nature and virtue. She criticizes the use of concepts like

'moral obligation' without a theological framework and calls for a return to Aristotelian virtue ethics.

How did Elizabeth Anscombe influence the revival of virtue ethics?

Anscombe's critique of modern ethical theories and her emphasis on virtues and character traits helped
spark renewed interest in Aristotelian virtue ethics. Her work encouraged philosophers to reconsider the

importance of moral character, intentions, and practical wisdom in ethical theory.

What is Elizabeth Anscombe's stance on consequentialism and
deontological ethics?

Anscombe was critical of both consequentialism and deontological ethics. She argued that consequentialism
fails to respect the moral agent's intentions and that deontological ethics, especially Kantian formulations,

rely on outdated concepts of obligation that need a religious or metaphysical foundation.

How does Elizabeth Anscombe's work connect to the concept of
intentionality in philosophy?

Anscombe made significant contributions to the philosophy of action, particularly regarding intentionality.
She explored how actions are understood through the intentions behind them, which is crucial in moral
evaluation. This focus on intentionality complements her ethical theories by emphasizing the role of the

agent’s mental states.

Why is Elizabeth Anscombe's "Modern Moral Philosophy” still relevant
in contemporary ethical discussions?

Anscombe's essay remains relevant because it challenges the assumptions of contemporary moral theories

and highlights the importance of virtues, character, and moral psychology. Her critique encourages ongoing



reflection on the foundations of ethics and inspires alternative approaches beyond utilitarian and Kantian

frameworks.

Additional Resources

Elizabeth Anscombe and Modern Moral Philosophy: A Critical Exploration

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy represents a pivotal moment in 20th-century ethical thought,
marking a profound critique of prevailing moral theories and a call to reconsider the foundations of ethics.
Anscombe, a British analytic philosopher, is widely recognized for her 1958 essay "Modern Moral
Philosophy," which challenged the assumptions of contemporary ethical frameworks and reignited interest
in virtue ethics. Her work continues to influence debates on moral theory, intention, and the language of
ethics, making her contributions essential for scholars and students seeking a deeper understanding of

modern moral philosophy.

The Context of Elizabeth Anscombe’s Intervention

In the mid-20th century, moral philosophy was dominated by two main traditions: utilitarianism, which
emphasized the consequences of actions, and deontological ethics, represented by Kantian moral theory
focusing on duties and universal laws. Anscombe’s essay emerged as a response to what she perceived as a
crisis in moral philosophy, characterized by the loss of meaningful moral vocabulary and the decline of

substantive ethical concepts such as virtue and moral character.

Anscombe argued that contemporary moral philosophers had inherited a framework based on legalistic and
obligation-centered language that no longer made sense without a corresponding metaphysical or
theological foundation. She famously stated that the concepts of moral obligation and duty were remnants of
a bygone era, and without the context of divine law, these ideas lacked coherence. This critique urged

philosophers to reconsider the basis of moral judgments and the role of human flourishing in ethical theory.

Anscombe’s Critique of Moral Philosophy

Central to Anscombe’s critique was the notion that modern moral philosophy had become overly abstracted
from human life and practical reasoning. She emphasized the importance of intention and the agent’s

character in moral evaluation, a stance that contrasted sharply with consequentialist and rule-based ethics.



The Role of Intention

One of Anscombe’s key contributions was her analysis of intention, elaborated in her later work but rooted
in the concerns raised in "Modern Moral Philosophy." She argued that understanding an agent’s intention is
crucial for assessing the moral value of actions. Unlike utilitarianism, which often overlooks the agent’s
mental state, Anscombe highlighted that intentions distinguish between acts that might be outwardly

similar but morally different.

Return to Virtue Ethics

Anscombe called for a revival of Aristotelian virtue ethics, which focuses on the development of moral
character and the cultivation of virtues necessary for human flourishing. She believed that virtues provide
a more coherent and practical basis for ethics than the fragmented rules and principles dominating her
contemporaries. This emphasis on virtues reintroduced concepts like practical wisdom (phronesis) and the

significance of moral education.

Impact on Contemporary Moral Philosophy

The influence of Elizabeth Anscombe on modern moral philosophy extends beyond her original essay. Her
work has inspired a reexamination of traditional ethical theories and fostered the growth of virtue ethics as

a major normative framework alongside consequentialism and deontology.

Virtue Ethics in the 21st Century

Following Anscombe’s critique, philosophers such as Alasdair MacIntyre, Philippa Foot, and Rosalind
Hursthouse have developed virtue ethics into a robust alternative to mainstream ethical theories. These
thinkers have expanded on Anscombe’s insights to address contemporary moral issues, emphasizing the role

of community, narrative, and the social context in moral development.

Philosophical and Practical Relevance

Anscombe’s work not only reshaped academic discourse but also has implications for practical ethics. By
focusing on intention and virtue, her philosophy offers a framework for evaluating complex moral
dilemmas where rules may conflict or fail to provide clear guidance. This approach resonates with fields

like medical ethics, environmental ethics, and political philosophy, where nuanced judgment is essential.



Analyzing the Strengths and Limitations of Anscombe’s
Approach

While Elizabeth Anscombe’s critique revitalized moral philosophy, it is important to consider the strengths
and potential limitations of her approach.
e Strengths:
o Reintroduction of moral psychology and character into ethical analysis.
o Clarification of the role of intention in moral responsibility.

o Encouragement of a more holistic and human-centered ethical framework.

e Limitations:

o Her rejection of moral obligation may be seen as too radical or dismissive of deontological

concerns.
o Some critics argue that virtue ethics can lack clear decision procedures in moral dilemmas.

o The reliance on Aristotelian metaphysics may not appeal to all contemporary philosophers,

especially secular ethicists.

Comparisons with Other Ethical Theories

Comparing Anscombe’s virtue ethics revival with utilitarianism and Kantian ethics reveals fundamental

differences in approach and emphasis:

1. Utilitarianism: Focuses on maximizing overall happiness; criticized by Anscombe for neglecting the

agent’s character and intentions.

2. Kantian Ethics: Centers on duty and universal moral laws; Anscombe questioned the coherence of



duty without a theological foundation.

3. Virtue Ethics (Anscombe’s perspective): Emphasizes moral character and practical wisdom; seeks to

ground ethics in human nature and flourishing.

Elizabeth Anscombe’s Enduring Legacy

Today, Elizabeth Anscombe remains a towering figure in modern moral philosophy. Her incisive critique
and call to return to Aristotelian ethics continue to challenge scholars to rethink the foundations and
language of morality. By foregrounding intention, character, and virtue, Anscombe’s philosophy provides a

rich resource for addressing ethical complexity in a rapidly changing world.

Her work invites ongoing reflection on how moral philosophy can remain relevant and responsive to both
enduring human concerns and contemporary moral challenges. As ethical debates evolve, the insights of
Elizabeth Anscombe on modern moral philosophy serve as a vital touchstone for clarity, rigor, and depth in

the pursuit of moral understanding.

Elizabeth Anscombe Modern Moral Philosophy

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Anscombe's Moral Philosophy Duncan
Richter, 2010-11-19 G.E.M. Anscombe (1919-2001) was one of the most important, outspoken, and
misunderstood philosophers of the twentieth century. More than anyone else she revived virtue
ethics and the philosophy of action. She was also almost alone in publicly opposing Oxford
University's decision to award an honorary degree to President Truman. She regarded his decision
to authorize bombing Hiroshima and Nagasaki as murderous. Some liberals admire her for this
stand, but conservatives also admire her for her opposition to abortion, contraception, and same-sex
marriage. Clearly her values were not those of her times. This led her to reflect on the differences,
producing such works as Modern Moral Philosophy, in which she rejected all modern theories of
ethics. In this paper she coins the term consequentialism to describe the dominant view, which she
rejects, that what matters morally is the results of what one does. Put crudely, the ends can justify
the means. If enough lives can be saved by targeting civilians, then civilians should be targeted.
Against this, Anscombe insisted that certain actions are forbidden, which prompted her interest in
the nature of action and its relation to a person's character. Whether one agrees with her or not,
these are all issues that continue to be relevant and on which Anscombe's views are always strong
and intelligently defended. Her presentation of these views, unfortunately, is often dense, and they
are often badly misunderstood even by some very able minds. Anscombe's Moral Philosophy clarifies
what Anscombe thought about ethics, showing how her different ideas connect and how she
supported them. It also evaluates her reasoning, showing that it is stronger in some parts than in
others. The five main chapters of the book deal in turn with her work on military ethics (including
the so-called doctrine of double effect), her rejection of consequentialism, her attack on the modern,
atheist notion of moral obligation, her analysis of intention and its relevance for ethics, an


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/elizabeth-anscombe-modern-moral-philosophy.pdf

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: An Analysis of G.E.M. Anscombe's
Modern Moral Philosophy Jonny Blamey, Jon W. Thompson, 2017-07-12 Elizabeth Anscombe’s
1958 essay “Modern Moral Philosophy” is a cutting intervention in modern philosophy that shows
the full power of good evaluative and analytical critical thinking skills. Though only 16 pages long,
Anscombe’s paper set out to do nothing less than reform the entire field of modern moral philosophy
- something that could only be done by carefully examining the existing arguments of the giants of
the field. To do this, she deployed the central skills of evaluation and analysis. In critical thinking,
analysis helps understand the sequence and features of arguments: it asks what reasons these
arguments produce, what implicit reasons and assumptions they rely on, what conclusions they
arrive at. Evaluation involves judging whether or not the arguments are strong enough to sustain
their conclusions: it asks how acceptable, adequate, and relevant the reasons given are, and whether
or not the conclusions drawn from them are really valid. In “Modern Moral Philosophy,” Anscombe
dispassionately turns these skills on figures that have dominated moral philosophy since the
18th-century, revealing the underlying assumptions of their work, their weaknesses and strengths,
and showing that in many ways the supposed differences between their arguments are actually
negligible. A brilliantly incisive piece, “Modern Moral Philosophy” radically affected its field,
remaining required - and controversial - reading today.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Modern Moral Philosophy Anthony O'Hear,
2004-11-18 Collection of original essays by leading researchers on current approaches to moral
philosophy.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Elizabeth Anscombe's "modern Moral
Philosophy": Fifty Years Later David Solomon, 2008

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: The Moral Philosophy of Elizabeth
Anscombe Luke Gormally, David Albert Jones, Roger Teichmann, 2016-03-17 Elizabeth Anscombe's
1958 essay ‘Modern Moral Philosophy' contributed to the transformation of the subject from the late
1960s, reversing the trend to assume that there is no intrinsic connection between facts, values, and
reasons for action; and directing attention towards the category of virtues. Her later ethical writings
were focused on particular ideas and issues such as those of conscience, double-effect, murder, and
sexual ethics. In this collection of new essays deriving from a conference held in Oxford these and
other aspects of her moral philosophy are examined. Anyone interested in Anscombe’s work all want
to read this volume.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Ethics after Anscombe Duncan Richter, 2000
The outstanding features of this book are that it directly confronts the challenge posed by G.E.M.
Anscombe in Modern Moral Philosophy of how moral philosophy can be done, it makes a significant
contribution to the debate on virtue theory and anti-theory in ethics, and it shows the relevance of
such theoretical discussion by grounding it in, and applying it to, contemporary moral issues such as
abortion, suicide, and the moral status of animals. No other book currently available covers this
ground. The book is aimed primarily at upper-level undergraduates, graduate students and faculty in
philosophy, but it should be accessible to anyone with an interest in practical ethics or the
philosophy of Wittgenstein.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Human Life, Action and Ethics G.E.M.
Anscombe, 2011-11-18 A collection of essays by the celebrated philosopher Elizabeth Anscombe.
This collection includes papers on human nature and practical philosophy, together with the classic
'‘Modern Moral Philosophy'

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: The Philosophy of Elizabeth Anscombe Roger
Teichmann, 2011-04-07 One of the most important philosophers of recent times, Elizabeth Anscombe
wrote books and articles on a wide range of topics, including the ground-breaking monograph
Intention. Her work is original, challenging, often difficult, always insightful; but it has frequently
been misunderstood, and its overall significance is still not fully appreciated. This book is the first
major study of Anscombe's philosophical oeuvre. In it, Roger Teichmann presents Anscombe's main
ideas, bringing out their interconnections, elaborating and discussing their implications, pointing out




objections and difficulties, and aiming to give a unified overview of her philosophy. Many of
Anscombe's arguments are relevant to contemporary debates, as Teichmann shows, and on a
number of topics what Anscombe has to say constitutes a powerful alternative to dominant or
popular views. Among the writings discussed are Intention, 'Practical Inference', 'Modern Moral
Philosophy', 'Rules, Rights and Promises', 'On Brute Facts', "The First Person', "The Intentionality of
Sensation', 'Causality and Determination’, An Introduction to Wittgenstein's Tractatus, "The Question
of Linguistic Idealism', and a number of other pieces, including some that are little known or hard to
obtain. A complete bibliography of Anscombe's writings is also included. Ranging from the
philosophy of action, through ethics, to philosophy of mind, metaphysics, and the philosophy of logic
and language, this book is a study of one of the most significant bodies of work in modern
philosophy, spanning more than fifty years, and as pertinent today as ever.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Moral Philosophy Anthony O'Hear,
2022-06-09 A book creatively engaging with one of the most famous interventions in the world of
moral philosophy, by Elizabeth Anscombe.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Anscombe's Moral Philosophy Duncan
Richter, 2010-11-19 G.E.M. Anscombe (1919-2001) was one of the most important, outspoken, and
misunderstood philosophers of the twentieth century. More than anyone else she revived virtue
ethics and the philosophy of action. She was also almost alone in publicly opposing Oxford
University's decision to award an honorary degree to President Truman. She regarded his decision
to authorize bombing Hiroshima and Nagasaki as murderous. Some liberals admire her for this
stand, but conservatives also admire her for her opposition to abortion, contraception, and same-sex
marriage. Clearly her values were not those of her times. This led her to reflect on the differences,
producing such works as Modern Moral Philosophy, in which she rejected all modern theories of
ethics. In this paper she coins the term consequentialism to describe the dominant view, which she
rejects, that what matters morally is the results of what one does. Put crudely, the ends can justify
the means. If enough lives can be saved by targeting civilians, then civilians should be targeted.
Against this, Anscombe insisted that certain actions are forbidden, which prompted her interest in
the nature of action and its relation to a person's character. Whether one agrees with her or not,
these are all issues that continue to be relevant and on which Anscombe's views are always strong
and intelligently defended. Her presentation of these views, unfortunately, is often dense, and they
are often badly misunderstood even by some very able minds. Anscombe's Moral Philosophy clarifies
what Anscombe thought about ethics, showing how her different ideas connect and how she
supported them. It also evaluates her reasoning, showing that it is stronger in some parts than in
others. The five main chapters of the book deal in turn with her work on military ethics (including
the so-called doctrine of double effect), her rejection of consequentialism, her attack on the modern,
atheist notion of moral obligation, her analysis of intention and its relevance for ethics, an

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Vices, Virtues, and Consequences Peter
Simpson, 2001 Vices, Virtues, and Consequences offers a broad study of the basic and universal
issues in ethics and politics, the issues of what the human good is and how to attain it and avoid its
opposite. These questions have long been debated and are no less debated today. However,
according to author Peter Phillips Simpson, within the mainstream of Anglo-American modern
philosophy they have been debated too narrowly. This narrowness is one of our modern vices, and it
does much to encourage other vices, in particular that of despair of universal and objective reason.
The essays in this collection not only attack these vices, but also attempt to replace them with the
contrary virtues. The volume begins with an overview of modern Anglo-American moral philosophy
and critiques the work of contemporary thinkers--specifically Alasdair Maclntyre and John
Rawls--and the work of historical thinkers such as Machiavelli, Kant, and Hobbes. The author then
explores ancient and medieval sources, and applies their concepts to discussions of modern
problems. The book closes with chapters that discuss the direct consequences of contemporary vices
in both thought and action, in particular the vice of failing to educate the morals of citizens. Simpson
rejects the contemporary liberal dogma that political authority should not be involved in the moral



education of citizens. Violence in Northern Ireland and the crime of abortion are among the issues
discussed. Peter Phillips Simpson is professor of philosophy and classics at the Graduate Center and
the College of Staten Island, City University of New York. He is the author of numerous articles and
books including The Politics of Aristotle, A Philosophical Commentary on the Politics of Aristotle, and
Karol Wojtyla. An important and significant contribution to the field. Simpson presents classical
sources with a freshness and thoroughness not often seen.--Prof. John Hittinger, U.S. Air Force
Academy Simpson's application of his view to the current crisis in liberal culture is clear, consistent,
and timely.--Prof. Nicholas Capaldi, University of Tulsa It is a rare pleasure to read a book that
combines the elegance and rigour of the best of analytic philosophy with the imaginative breadth
and radical seriousness of some of its rivals. -- Margaret Atkins, Heythrop Journal

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: No Morality, No Self James Doyle,
2018-04-02 Elizabeth Anscombe’s “Modern Moral Philosophy” and “The First Person” have become
touchstones of analytic philosophy but their significance remains controversial or misunderstood.
James Doyle offers a fresh interpretation of Anscombe’s theses about ethical reasoning and
individual identity that reconciles seemingly incompatible points of view.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: The Analysis of Virtue in Alasdair Macintyre
and His View of “The Enlightenment Project” Benjamin Okon MSP, 2016-04-15 Maclntyre is greatly
discontented with the nature of contemporary morality, which according to him has a form, i.e. what
appears like morality, but lacks essential content. He argues that the most common feature of
contemporary ethical discourse is that much of it is used to express individual preferences, which
leads to disagreements among philosophers, and eventually results in debates that are interminable
in character. Maclntyre attributes the cause of this situation to the activities of the enlightenment
philosophers of the 17th and 18th centuries who, in an attempt to find rational justification for
morality repudiated those essential elements that define the essence of morality and give it its
contents. Such elements include historical narrative, tradition, teleology, and divine law. In
Maclntyres opinion, morality so constructed was destined for failure, since it was not founded on the
true nature of the human person. The obvious consequences of this failure were the birth of diverse
post-enlightenment ethical theories and a substantial change in the conception of virtue. In order to
remedy this deplorable condition of contemporary ethics MacIntyre, along with other virtue
ethicists, advocates a certain renaissance of ethical principles that are founded on the true nature of
the human person, characterized by historical narrative, tradition, and teleology, all grounded on
divine legislation. Morality thus reconstructed finds its fullest expression in the theory of human
character traits, i.e. virtues. This is what has motivated MacIntyres construction of virtue theory,
which has brought him into confrontation with the enlightenment philosophers. Our study and
analysis of Maclntyres theory of virtue reveals that his account of virtue is inadequate. This
inadequacy is what has motivated our own project of reconstructing MacIntyres theory of virtue in
view of offering an account of virtue that is adequate. In this way our own project complements that
of MaclIntyre.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Moral Philosophy on the Threshold of
Modernity Jill Kraye, Risto Saarinen, 2006-03-30 Over the past twenty years the transition from the
late Middle Ages to the early modern era has received increasing attention from experts in the
history of philosophy. In part, this new interest arises from claims, made in literature aimed at a less
specialist readership, that this transition was responsible for the subsequent philosophical and
theological problems of the Enlightenment. Philosophers like Alasdair MacIntyre and theologians
like John Milbank display a certain nostalgia for the medieval synthesis of Thomas Aquinas and,
consequently, evaluate the period from 1300 to 1700 in rather negative terms. Other historians of
philosophy writing for the general public, such as Charles Taylor, take a more positive view of the
Reformation but nevertheless conclude that modernity has been shaped by 1 conflicts which stem
from early modern times. Ethics and moral thought occupy a central place in these theories. It is
assumed that we have lost something - the concept of virtue, for instance, or the source of common
morality. Yet those who put forward such notions do not treat the history of ethics in detail. From



the historian’s perspective, their far-reaching theoretical assumptions are based on a quite small
body of textual evidence. In reality, there was a rich variety of approaches to moral thinking and
ethical theories during the period from 1400 to 1600.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Human Life, Action and Ethics Gertrude
Elizabeth Margaret Anscombe, 2005 This is the first collection of essays by the celebrated
philosopher Elizabeth Anscombe since the publication of three volumes of her papers in 1981. This
new collection includes articles published subsequent to those volumes and not hitherto gathered,
previously unpublished papers on human nature and practical philosophy, together with the classic
essay ?Modern Moral Philosophy? and a few otherwise difficult to obtain early pieces such as her
Listener article ?Does Oxford Moral Philosophy Corrupt the Youth?? The appearance of this volume
is a major publishing event.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: The 'ought’' of Flourishing in Elizabeth
Anscombe's ‘'modern Moral Philosophy' and Philippa Foot's Natural Goodness Michael James
Regan, 2016

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Before Virtue Jonathan J. Sanford, 2015
Jonathan Sanford finds that despite the common origins of contemporary virtue ethics in Anscombe,
the literature varies widely not just in its scope but in its basic commitments. What exactly is
contemporary virtue ethics? In Before Virtue, Sanford develops strategies for describing
contemporary virtue ethics accurately. He then assesses contemporary virtue approaches by the
Anscombean dual standard which inspired them: the degree to which they avoid the pitfalls of
modern moral philosophy and the extent to which they exemplify a successful recovery of an
Aristotelian approach to ethics.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Contemporary Perspectives on Natural Law
Ana Marta Gonzélez, 2016-05-13 Resorting to natural law is one way of conveying the philosophical
conviction that moral norms are not merely conventional rules. Accordingly, the notion of natural
law has a clear metaphysical dimension, since it involves the recognition that human beings do not
conceive themselves as sheer products of society and history. And yet, if natural law is to be
considered the fundamental law of practical reason, it must show also some intrinsic relationship to
history and positive law. The essays in this book examine this tension between the metaphysical and
the practical and how the philosophical elaboration of natural law presents this notion as a
limiting-concept, between metaphysics and ethics, between the mutable and the immutable;
between is and ought, and, in connection with the latter, even the tension between politics and
eschatology as a double horizon of ethics. This book, contributed to by scholars from Europe and
America, is a major contribution to the renewed interest in natural law. It provides the reader with a
comprehensive overview of natural law, both from a historical and a systematic point of view. It
ranges from the mediaeval synthesis of Aquinas through the early modern elaborations of natural
law, up to current discussions on the very possibility and practical relevance of natural law theory
for the contemporary mind.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Bioethics in Context Gary E. Jones, Joseph
P. DeMarco, 2016-07-27 In Bioethics in Context, Gary Jones and Joseph DeMarco connect ethical
theory, medicine, and the law, guiding readers toward a practical and legally grounded
understanding of key issues in health-care ethics. This book is uniquely up-to-date in its discussion of
health-care law and unpacks the complex web of American policies, including the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act. Useful case studies and examples are embedded throughout, and a
companion website offers a thorough, curated database of relevant legal precedents as well as
additional case studies and other resources.

elizabeth anscombe modern moral philosophy: Taking God Seriously Brian Davies, Michael
Ruse, 2021-02-18 Is debate on issues related to faith and reason still possible when dialogue
between believers and non-believers has collapsed? Taking God Seriously not only proves that it is
possible, but also demonstrates that such dialogue produces fruitful results. Here, Brian Davies, a
Dominican priest and leading scholar of Thomas Aquinas, and Michael Ruse, a philosopher of



science and well-known non-believer, offer an extended discussion on the nature and plausibility of
belief in God and Christianity. They explore key topics in the study of religion, notably the nature of
faith, the place of reason in discussions about religion, proofs for the existence of God, the problem
of evil, and the problem of multiple competing religious systems, as well as the core concepts of
Christian belief including the Trinity and the justification of morality. Written in a jargon-free
manner, avoiding the extremes of evangelical literalism and New Atheism prejudice, Taking God
Seriously does not compromise integrity or shy from discussing important or difficult issues.
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