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Define Criterion Referenced Assessment: Understanding Its Role in Education

Define criterion referenced assessment is a phrase often encountered in
educational discussions, yet it can sometimes be misunderstood or confused
with other types of assessments like norm-referenced tests. At its core, a
criterion referenced assessment is a method of evaluating a learner’s
performance based on a predetermined set of criteria or learning standards.
Unlike assessments that compare students against each other, criterion
referenced assessments measure how well an individual meets specific learning
objectives, offering a clear picture of mastery or proficiency.

This approach to assessment is particularly valuable for educators, students,
and policymakers because it focuses on what learners can do and what they
have learned, rather than how they rank against peers. In this article, we’ll
explore what criterion referenced assessments are, how they differ from other
testing methods, their advantages and challenges, and practical tips for
educators who want to implement them effectively.

What Is Criterion Referenced Assessment?

At its simplest, a criterion referenced assessment evaluates a student’s
performance against a fixed set of criteria or learning goals. These criteria
are usually defined by curriculum standards or learning outcomes that specify
what knowledge or skills students should acquire by the end of a lesson,
unit, or course. The purpose is to determine whether each student has
achieved these objectives.

For example, if a math test is designed to assess whether students can solve
quadratic equations, each question would be directly linked to that skill.
The assessment would then measure whether the student can perform that task
correctly, regardless of how other students perform on the same test.

Key Characteristics of Criterion Referenced
Assessments

- **Standards-based:** The assessment is tied explicitly to specific learning
objectives or standards.
- **Absolute measurement:** Performance is judged against fixed criteria, not
relative to other students.
- **Clear benchmarks:** Students know what is expected and what constitutes
mastery.
- **Diagnostic potential:** It can identify exactly which skills or concepts
a student has or hasn’t mastered.



Criterion Referenced vs. Norm Referenced
Assessments

To fully grasp the importance of criterion referenced assessment, it helps to
compare it with norm referenced assessments, which are often used in
standardized testing.

Norm Referenced Assessments Explained

Norm referenced assessments rank students against one another, typically
producing a bell curve distribution. For instance, a standardized test might
indicate that a student scored in the 75th percentile, meaning they performed
better than 75% of their peers. These tests are useful for selection
purposes, such as college admissions or identifying gifted students.

How Criterion Referenced Assessment Differs

- **Focus on mastery:** Instead of ranking, it shows whether students have
learned the material.
- **No competition:** Each student’s performance is independent of others.
- **Clear goals:** It provides transparent expectations about what students
should achieve.
- **Formative use:** Often used throughout instruction to guide teaching and
learning.

Benefits of Using Criterion Referenced
Assessments

Criterion referenced assessments offer several advantages that make them an
indispensable tool in education.

Promotes Personalized Learning

Because these assessments pinpoint exactly which skills a student has
mastered and which need improvement, teachers can tailor instruction to
individual needs. This individualized approach supports learners who might
struggle with specific concepts without penalizing them for overall
performance relative to classmates.



Enhances Transparency and Fairness

Students and parents understand the expectations clearly since success is
based on meeting specific criteria. This clarity reduces anxiety compared to
norm referenced tests where relative ranking can feel arbitrary.

Supports Mastery Learning

Criterion referenced assessments align well with mastery learning models,
where students continue learning and practicing until they achieve
proficiency. This method encourages persistence and builds confidence as
learners see tangible progress.

Challenges and Considerations

While criterion referenced assessments have many strengths, they also present
some challenges that educators should be aware of.

Setting Appropriate Criteria

Developing clear, measurable, and realistic criteria is essential but can be
difficult. Criteria that are too vague or overly ambitious can undermine the
assessment’s effectiveness.

Ensuring Validity and Reliability

The assessment must accurately measure the intended skills and produce
consistent results. Poorly designed tests may not reflect a student’s true
abilities or knowledge.

Potential for Overemphasis on Minimum Standards

Focusing solely on whether students meet basic criteria might limit
encouragement for higher-order thinking or creativity unless the criteria
themselves are comprehensive.

Examples of Criterion Referenced Assessments in



Practice

To better visualize how criterion referenced assessments work, consider these
real-world examples:

Driving Tests: You either meet the criteria to pass (safe driving
skills) or you don’t. Your score isn’t compared to other drivers.

Language Proficiency Exams: Tests that determine if candidates have
achieved a certain level of language skill, such as A1, B2, or C1 in the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

Classroom Quizzes: Teachers often use quizzes to check if students
understand specific concepts before moving on to new material.

Tips for Educators Implementing Criterion
Referenced Assessments

To make the most of criterion referenced assessments, educators can follow
some practical guidelines:

Align Assessments with Learning Objectives: Ensure every question or1.
task directly measures a specific criterion.

Communicate Expectations Clearly: Share rubrics or scoring guides with2.
students before assessment so they know what mastery looks like.

Use Formative Assessments Regularly: Frequent low-stakes assessments3.
help track progress and guide instruction.

Provide Constructive Feedback: Focus feedback on which criteria were met4.
and what needs improvement.

Incorporate Diverse Assessment Methods: Use a mix of written tests,5.
practical tasks, and projects to capture different skills.

Why Criterion Referenced Assessment Matters



Today

In an educational landscape that increasingly values personalized learning
and competency-based education, criterion referenced assessment plays a
crucial role. It aligns assessment with teaching and learning in a way that
motivates students, identifies gaps, and supports growth over time.
Furthermore, as schools and institutions move away from solely high-stakes
standardized testing, criterion referenced methods offer a more nuanced and
fair way to evaluate learning.

Ultimately, defining criterion referenced assessment means recognizing its
focus on clear standards, individual mastery, and the practical application
of knowledge and skills. Whether you’re a teacher designing assessments, a
student preparing for tests, or an education professional shaping policy,
understanding this approach can help foster a more effective and learner-
centered educational experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a criterion referenced assessment?
A criterion referenced assessment is a type of evaluation that measures a
learner's performance against a fixed set of predetermined criteria or
learning standards, rather than comparing it to the performance of other
learners.

How does criterion referenced assessment differ from
norm referenced assessment?
Criterion referenced assessment evaluates a student's knowledge or skills
based on specific learning objectives or criteria, whereas norm referenced
assessment compares a student's performance to that of a peer group to
establish relative ranking.

What are the main purposes of criterion referenced
assessments?
The main purposes are to determine whether learners have achieved specific
learning goals, identify areas needing improvement, and guide instructional
decisions by assessing mastery of predefined criteria.

In what educational contexts are criterion
referenced assessments commonly used?
They are commonly used in classrooms to assess mastery of curriculum
standards, in certification exams to verify competency, and in formative



assessments to monitor student progress toward learning targets.

What are some examples of criterion referenced
assessments?
Examples include standardized tests aligned with state standards, driving
license tests, and end-of-unit quizzes that measure whether students have
learned specific content or skills.

Additional Resources
Define Criterion Referenced Assessment: A Comprehensive Analysis

Define criterion referenced assessment is a pivotal inquiry in the field of
educational measurement and evaluation. As educators, policymakers, and
assessment developers grapple with diverse methods of evaluating learning
outcomes, criterion referenced assessments (CRA) emerge as a distinctly
purposeful approach. This article endeavors to unpack the concept thoroughly,
exploring its definition, characteristics, advantages, and how it contrasts
with other prevalent assessment types. By integrating relevant terminology
and research insights, the discussion provides a nuanced understanding
beneficial for education professionals seeking clarity on this assessment
model.

Understanding Criterion Referenced Assessment

Criterion referenced assessment refers to a testing paradigm designed to
measure a learner’s performance against a fixed set of predetermined
standards or criteria. Unlike other assessment types that compare an
individual’s performance to that of a peer group, CRAs focus specifically on
whether the learner has acquired particular skills, knowledge, or
competencies. The fundamental question it answers is: “Has the student met
the defined learning objectives?” rather than “How does the student perform
relative to others?”

The essence of criterion referenced testing lies in its alignment with
explicit learning goals. These goals are often derived from curriculum
standards or instructional objectives. For example, in a mathematics course,
a criterion referenced test might assess whether students can solve quadratic
equations, adhering strictly to the expected competency regardless of how
other students perform.

Distinguishing Criterion Referenced Assessment from



Norm Referenced Assessment

A frequent point of confusion in educational assessment is the distinction
between criterion referenced assessment and norm referenced assessment (NRA).
While both are widely used, their purposes and interpretations diverge
significantly.

- Criterion Referenced Assessment:
- Measures performance against a specific set of criteria or standards.
- Results indicate mastery or non-mastery of content.
- Used primarily to determine if educational objectives are met.
- Examples include driving license tests, certification exams, and
competency-based learning assessments.

- Norm Referenced Assessment:
- Compares individual performance to a broader group or norm.
- Focuses on ranking or percentile scores.
- Useful for selection, placement, or competitive contexts.
- Examples include standardized tests like the SAT or IQ tests.

This distinction underscores the diagnostic and formative nature of CRAs,
which provide actionable feedback on learning gaps, as opposed to the
comparative approach of norm referenced tests.

Core Features and Components of Criterion
Referenced Assessments

To fully define criterion referenced assessment, it is crucial to examine its
structural elements and operational characteristics:

1. Clear and Specific Learning Objectives

CRAs are meticulously constructed around clearly articulated objectives.
These objectives serve as benchmarks to judge whether learners have achieved
specific competencies. The clarity of these objectives directly influences
the validity of the assessment.

2. Absolute Standards of Performance

Rather than relative performance, CRAs employ absolute standards. A student
either meets the criteria or does not, independent of how others perform.
This binary or scaled pass/fail nature helps in identifying proficiency
levels unambiguously.



3. Diagnostic Feedback Utility

One of the strengths of criterion referenced assessments is their capability
to furnish detailed feedback about areas of strength and weakness. This
feedback is invaluable for educators aiming to tailor instruction and support
remediation.

4. Fixed Content Domain

The content of CRAs is tightly aligned with the domain of knowledge or skills
specified in the curriculum. This focus ensures that assessments are relevant
and meaningful to the instructional context.

Applications and Examples of Criterion
Referenced Assessment

Criterion referenced assessments permeate various educational and
professional domains. Their application reflects a commitment to standards-
based evaluation and often forms the backbone of competency-based education
systems.

Educational Settings

In schools and universities, CRAs are common in formative and summative
evaluations. For instance, end-of-unit tests designed to verify comprehension
of specific topics operate on a criterion referenced basis. Many state
assessments in the United States, such as those aligned with Common Core
standards, adopt this model to measure grade-level proficiency.

Professional Certification and Licensing

Licensing bodies often use criterion referenced assessments to ensure
candidates meet minimum competency requirements. Examples include medical
board exams, teacher certification tests, and commercial driver's license
exams. These assessments safeguard public welfare by certifying only
qualified individuals.

Online Learning and E-Learning Platforms

With the rise of digital education, many e-learning platforms integrate



criterion referenced quizzes and tests to monitor learner progress against
defined learning paths. Adaptive learning technologies often rely on such
assessments to customize content delivery.

Advantages and Limitations of Criterion
Referenced Assessment

While defining criterion referenced assessment highlights its strengths, a
balanced analysis must also consider inherent challenges.

Advantages

Objective Measurement: Provides clear, unbiased measures of learner
competence against established standards.

Instructional Alignment: Ensures assessments are directly linked to
curriculum goals, enhancing instructional relevance.

Support for Mastery Learning: Facilitates the identification of learning
gaps and promotes targeted remediation.

Transparency: Learners understand exactly what is expected, fostering
motivation and goal clarity.

Limitations

Potential for Narrow Focus: Strict adherence to specific criteria may
overlook broader intellectual skills such as critical thinking.

Difficulty in Standard Setting: Defining valid and reliable performance
standards can be complex and contentious.

Less Useful for Comparative Analysis: Does not provide information about
relative standing among peers, which may be necessary in some contexts.

Risk of Teaching to the Test: Teachers might focus exclusively on test
criteria, potentially diminishing holistic learning experiences.



Developing Effective Criterion Referenced
Assessments

To capitalize on the benefits of criterion referenced assessment, careful
design and implementation are essential. Key considerations include:

Alignment with Curriculum and Instruction

Assessment developers must ensure that test items directly reflect the
instructional content and learning objectives. Misalignment can undermine the
assessment’s validity and lead to inaccurate interpretations of student
ability.

Standard Setting Methods

Establishing cut scores or performance benchmarks involves expert judgment
and empirical data. Methods such as the Angoff or Bookmark procedures are
frequently employed to set defensible criteria.

Reliability and Validity

CRAs require rigorous quality control to maintain reliability (consistency of
results) and validity (accuracy in measuring intended competencies). Pilot
testing and statistical analyses help refine assessment instruments.

Use of Technology

Computer-based testing platforms facilitate real-time scoring and immediate
feedback, enhancing the utility of criterion referenced assessments in
dynamic learning environments.

Broader Implications and Future Trends

The growing emphasis on competency-based education and personalized learning
trajectories underscores the relevance of criterion referenced assessment in
contemporary education. As accountability standards intensify and digital
assessment tools evolve, CRAs are poised to play an increasingly central role
in measuring mastery and informing instruction.

Moreover, integration with formative assessment strategies enables ongoing



monitoring of learner progress rather than reliance on high-stakes summative
exams alone. The challenge remains to balance the precision of criterion
referenced tools with the need to cultivate higher-order thinking and
creativity, ensuring assessments contribute to comprehensive educational
development.

In sum, defining criterion referenced assessment reveals it as a foundational
approach in educational measurement—one that privileges clarity, fairness,
and targeted evaluation of learner achievement against explicit standards.
Its growing adoption across diverse contexts reflects an enduring commitment
to transparency and effectiveness in assessing educational outcomes.
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  define criterion referenced assessment: A Guide to Criterion-referenced Test
Construction Ronald A. Berk, 1984 This book is divided into 11 chapters. The topics covered are
arranged sequentially and correspond to the major steps in developing a criterion-referenced test,
from defining the type of test through the analysis of its technical characteristics.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Criterion-referenced Assessment in the
Classroom Harold David Black, W. B. Dockrell, 1984 A report of the findings of the Diagnostic
Assessment Project.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Information and Beyond: Part I Eli Cohen., Research
papers on Collaborative Work / Working Together / Teams, Control, Audit, and Security, Curriculum
Issues, Decision Making / Business Intelligence (DM/BI), Distance Education & e-Learning, Doctoral
Studies, Economic Aspects, Education / Training, Educational Assessment & Evaluation, Ethical, and
Social, & Cultural Issues
  define criterion referenced assessment: Handbook of Criterion-referenced Testing
Marion F. Shaycoft, 1979
  define criterion referenced assessment: Systematic Assessment of Learning Outcomes
Mary McDonald, 2002 This book is designed to be the comprehensive reference which focuses on
the development of the most commonly used type of classroom assessment: the multiple-choice
exam.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Beyond Testing (Classic Edition) Caroline Gipps,
2011-10-27 It is an exceptionally thoughtful assessment of assessment, and I am (along with anyone
else who broods about education) much in your debt. Jerome Bruner, personal communication with
the authorWhen this award-winning book was originally published in 1994, a review in the TES said:
Beyond Testing is a refreshingly honest look at the dilemmas faci
  define criterion referenced assessment: Defending Standardized Testing Richard Phelps,
2005-03-23 The education reform movement of the past two decades has focused on raising
academic standards. Some standards advocates attach a testing mechanism to gauge the extent to
which high standards are actually accomplished, whereas some critics accuse the push for standards
and testing of impeding reform and perpetuating inequality. At the same time, the testing profession
has produced advances in the format, accuracy, dependability, and utility of tests. Never before has
obtaining such an abundance of accurate and useful information about student learning been
possible. Meanwhile, the American public remains steadfast in support of testing to measure student
performance and monitor the performance of educational systems. Many educational testing experts
who acknowledge the benefits of testing also believe that those benefits have been insufficiently
articulated. Although much has been written on standardized testing policy, most of the material has
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been written by opponents. The contributing authors of this volume are both accomplished
researchers and practitioners who are respected and admired worldwide. They bring to the project
an abundance of experience working with standardized tests. The goal of Defending Standardized
Testing is to: *describe current standardized testing policies and strategies; *explain many of the
common criticisms of standardized testing; *document the public support for, and the realized
benefits of, standardized testing; *acknowledge the limitations of, and suggest improvements to,
testing practices; *provide guidance for structuring and administering large-scale testing programs
in light of public preferences and the No Child Left Behind Act requirements; and *present a defense
of standardized testing and a vision for its future. Defending Standardized Testing minimizes the use
of technical jargon so as to appeal to all who have a stake in American educational reform.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Handbook of Second Language Assessment Dina
Tsagari, Jayanti Banerjee, 2016-03-07 Second language assessment is ubiquitous. It has found its
way from education into questions about access to professions and migration. This volume focuses
on the main debates and research advances in second language assessment in the last fifty years or
so, showing the influence of linguistics, politics, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and
psychometrics. There are four parts which, when taken together, address the principles and
practices of second language assessment while considering its impact on society. Read separately,
each part addresses a different aspect of the field. Part I deals with the conceptual foundations of
second language assessment with chapters on the purposes of assessment, and standards and
frameworks, as well as matters of scoring, quality assurance, and test validation. Part II addresses
the theory and practice of assessing different second language skills including aspects like
intercultural competence and fluency. Part III examines the challenges and opportunities of second
language assessment in a range of contexts. In addition to chapters on second language assessment
on a national scale, there are chapters on learning-oriented assessment, as well as the uses of
second language assessment in the workplace and for migration. Part IV examines a selection of
important issues in the field that deserve attention. These include the alignment of language
examinations to external frameworks, the increasing use of technology to both deliver and score
second language tests, the responsibilities associated with assessing test takers with special needs,
the concept of 'voice' in second language assessment, and assessment literacy for teachers and other
test and score users.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Assessment for Learning Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2023-03-23 In this book, we will study about formative and summative assessments, feedback, and
strategies to support student learning.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Principles of Assessment and Outcome
Measurement for Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists Alison Laver Fawcett,
2013-03-15 This textbook on assessment and outcome measurement is written for both occupational
therapy and physiotherapy students and qualified therapists. It begins by defining what is meant by
assessment, outcome, evaluation and measurement and discussing the complexity of therapy
assessment and measurement, including the challenge of measuring human behaviour and the
impact of factors such as task demand and context, including the environment. Methods of data
collection (e.g. observation, interview, standardised testing) and sources (e.g. self-report, proxy) for
collecting information about clients are then reviewed, and the main purposes of assessment (e.g.
descriptive, evaluative, predictive, discriminative) presented. The book then addresses the topics of
standardisation, levels of measurement, reliability, validity and clinical utility. There is a chapter
describing and applying models for categorizing levels of function to aid assessment and
measurement. The concept of clinical reasoning and reflective practice is then explored. Application
of principles is supported through detailed case studies and worksheets and the criteria for test
critique and guidelines for choosing a particular assessment approach are discussed.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Student Workbook To Accompany Miller and
Lovler’s Foundations of Psychological Testing Aimee Rhoads, Sara D. Pemble, Leslie A. Miller,
Robert L. Lovler, 2019-02-20 This practical workbook offers a wealth of opportunities for students to



apply knowledge learned from the best-selling core text, Foundations of Psychological Testing, Sixth
Edition. Exercises and projects allow students to review, engage in, and master concepts, while
multiple choice and short answer questions allow students to assess their understanding at the
conclusion of each chapter.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Psychological Testing and Assessment EduGorilla
Prep Experts, 2024-09-03 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector,
committed to empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in
competitive exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured
content tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Educational Measurement and Evaluation Mr.
Rohit Manglik, 2024-02-09 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector,
committed to empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in
competitive exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured
content tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  define criterion referenced assessment: How Doctors Think and Learn Derek Burke,
2020-08-10 This book describes the theoretical basis for the acquisition; development and refining of
professional medical skills from entry level into professional training to those developing specialist
expertise. Chapters review the presently available literature on educational theory, the cognitive
processes underpinning memory and learning, skill acquisition, competence and assessment and
reflection. A synthesis is also presented on why a particular theoretical foundation model of
professional skill acquisition should be adopted based on the current understanding of traditional
educational theory, theories of cognitive development and neurophysiology. How Doctors Think and
Learn details the theoretical basis for acquiring and developing professional medical skills and is an
essential resource for all those who deliver medical education, training and professional
development.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Encyclopedia of School Psychology Steven W.
Lee, 2005-04-27 The Encyclopedia of School Psychology provides both an introduction to the field
and a way for experienced practitioners to gain a deeper understanding of how school psychology
has progressed to match the demands of the 21st century.--BOOK JACKET.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Classroom Assessment in Action Mark D. Shermis,
Francis J. DiVesta, 2011-04-16 Classroom Assessment in Action clarifies the multi-faceted roles of
measurement and assessment and their applications in a classroom setting. Comprehensive in scope,
Shermis and Di Vesta explain basic measurement concepts and show students how to interpret the
results of standardized tests. From these basic concepts, the authors then provide clear and ordered
discussions of how assessment and instruction is integrated into a functional process to enhance
student learning. Guidelines are set forth for constructing various common assessments. Procedures
are laid out to evaluate and improve assessments once they are constructed. Ultimately, the authors
shed light on the myriad of factors that impact test score interpretation. In today's classroom,
technology has become a constant companion, and Classroom Assessment in Action exposes teacher
candidates to emerging technologies they might encounter in building their repertoire of
assessments, whether it be automated essay scoring or electronic portfolios. Classroom Assessment
in Action guides its readers to a complete and thorough understanding of assessment and
measurement so that they can confidently work with students and parents in explaining results,
whether they are from a high-stakes statewide assessment or the grading philosophy to which they
ascribe.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Resources in Education , 1992 Serves as an index
to Eric reports [microform].
  define criterion referenced assessment: International Trends in Educational Assessment ,
2018-12-10 Assessment and evaluation have always been an integral part of the educational process.
Quality and purposeful assessment can assist in students’ learning and their achievement. In recent
years, considerable attention has been given to the roles of educational measurement, evaluation,



and assessment with a view to improving the education systems throughout the world. Educators are
interested in how to adequately prepare the young generation to meet the ever-growing demands of
the 21st century utilizing robust assessment methods. There has also been increased demand in
accountability and outcomes assessment in schools to bridge the gap between classroom practices
and measurement and assessment of learners’ performance. This volume contains selected and
invited papers from the First International Conference on Educational Measurement, Evaluation and
Assessment (ICEMEA). Contributors are: Peter Adams, Derin Atay, Nafisa Awwal, Helen Barefoot,
Patrick Griffin, Bahar Hasirci, Didem Karakuzular, Don Klinger, Leigh Powell, Vicente Reyes, Mark
Russell, Charlene Tan, Bryan Taylor, and Zhang Quan.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Assessment in Early Childhood Special Education
Stephen J. Hernandez, 2024-11-29 This comprehensive guide to assessment in early childhood
special education offers a macro- and micro-level understanding of the essential processes and
activities relevant to the assessment of young children at risk of, or having, developmental delays or
disabilities. The book provides insights into the laws, regulations, processes, culturally and
contextually relevant practices, and requirements that practitioners need to follow when engaged in
assessment, in addition to an extensive overview of current and time-tested assessment tools
designed for use by early childhood educators when evaluating young children with developmental
challenges. It provides immediate guidance and support to a wide range of individuals engaged in
service to young children who may have, or are already identified as having, a disability. Assessment
in Early Childhood Special Education is an essential text for pre-service early childhood special
educators as well as current practitioners, including day care teachers (homebased and
center-based), certified early childhood special educators, and general education kindergarten
through second grade teachers. It should be on the desk of every early childhood educator who
works with children who may be, or have been, identified as being at risk, developmentally delayed,
or disabled.
  define criterion referenced assessment: Cognitive and Intellectual Disabilities Stephen B.
Richards, Michael P. Brady, Ronald L. Taylor, 2014-09-15 Cognitive and Intellectual Disabilities:
Historical Perspectives, Current Practices, and Future Directions provides thorough coverage of the
causes and characteristics of cognitive and intellectual disabilities (formerly known as mental
retardation) as well as detailed discussions of the validated instructional approaches in the field
today. Features include: A companion website that offers students and instructors learning
objectives, additional activities, discussion outlines, and practice tests for each chapter of the book
An up-to-date volume that reflects the terminology and criteria of the DSM-V and is aligned with the
current CEC standards Teaching Applications: presents the strongest coverage available in any
introductory text on instructional issues and applications for teaching students with cognitive and
intellectual disabilities A unique chapter on Future Issues that explores the philosophical, social,
legal, medical, educational, and personal issues that professionals and people with cognitive and
intellectual disabilities face This comprehensive and current introductory textbook is ideally suited
for introductory or methods courses related to cognitive and intellectual disabilities.
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