dark history of marriage

The Dark History of Marriage: Unveiling the Shadows Behind a Sacred Bond

dark history of marriage is a topic that often remains hidden beneath the surface of modern
romantic ideals. While today marriage is widely celebrated as a union based on love, partnership, and
mutual respect, its origins and evolution tell a quite different story. Throughout human history,
marriage has carried with it elements of power struggles, control, economic transactions, and social
engineering. Exploring this darker side not only sheds light on how societies have shaped
relationships but also helps us appreciate the progress made and the complexities that still linger.

Marriage as a Tool of Power and Control

The institution of marriage has long been intertwined with power dynamics, often serving as a
mechanism for consolidating wealth, political alliances, and social status rather than romantic love. In
many ancient civilizations, marriage was less about personal choice and more about family strategy.

Political Alliances and Forced Unions

Rulers and noble families frequently arranged marriages to cement alliances, secure peace treaties,
or expand influence. These unions were less about the individuals involved and more about the
benefits their families or realms could reap. For example, during medieval Europe, royal marriages
were strategic moves to unite kingdoms or claim territories, often at the expense of personal
happiness. Young girls and boys were sometimes betrothed from infancy, their futures preordained by
their lineage and the ambitions of their elders.

The Role of Women in Historical Marriages

One of the darkest aspects of marriage history lies in the treatment and status of women within these
unions. Far from being equal partners, women were often viewed as property or commodities. Their
primary roles included childbearing, managing the household, and securing heirs to continue family
lines. The concept of consent was frequently absent, with many women forced into marriages
arranged by their families.

In some cultures, women had little to no legal rights after marriage. Practices such as dowry and bride
price reflected the transactional nature of marriage, where women were exchanged or 'purchased.’
This commodification led to countless stories of abuse, neglect, and suppression of women's
freedoms.

Marriage and Social Control



Beyond politics and economics, marriage historically functioned as a means of social control,
enforcing societal norms and hierarchies.

Maintaining Class and Racial Boundaries

Marriages were used to maintain or reinforce social stratification. In many societies, marrying outside
one's social class or racial group was discouraged or outright forbidden. This ensured that wealth,
power, and privilege remained concentrated within certain groups.

For example, during the era of colonialism, laws and customs often prohibited interracial marriages to
uphold racial hierarchies and segregation. Similarly, within caste-based societies, marriage rules
strictly limited unions to within the same social strata, preserving systemic inequalities.

Control Over Sexuality and Reproduction

Marriage has also been a tool for regulating sexuality and reproduction. Religious and cultural
doctrines often dictated strict roles and behaviors for spouses, especially women. Adultery, divorce,
and even expressions of affection outside marriage were heavily policed, sometimes with severe
punishments.

In certain periods, such as Victorian England, societal expectations around chastity and fidelity were
rigidly enforced, particularly upon women. This double standard perpetuated gender inequalities and
limited personal freedoms, all under the guise of protecting family honor and societal stability.

Dark Practices and Disturbing Traditions

Throughout history, some marriage customs and practices reveal a darker reality that many today
find shocking.

Child Marriage and Its Consequences

Child marriage is one of the most troubling aspects of the dark history of marriage. Historically and
even in some contemporary societies, children—especially girls—have been married off at very young
ages. This practice often leads to a lifetime of hardship, including interrupted education, health risks
from early pregnancies, and limited autonomy.

The reasons behind child marriage range from poverty and social pressure to preserving family honor
or securing economic benefits. Despite global efforts to combat this practice, it persists in various
regions, highlighting the ongoing challenges rooted in historical norms.



Polygamy and Its Complexities

Polygamy, the practice of having multiple spouses simultaneously, has been accepted and
institutionalized in many cultures throughout history. While sometimes viewed as a religious or
cultural tradition, polygamy often reinforced patriarchal control and inequality.

Men with wealth and status could accumulate multiple wives, while women had limited say in these
arrangements. The resulting family dynamics were frequently fraught with jealousy, competition, and
emotional distress, showcasing a less romantic side of marriage.

Marriage by Capture and Abduction

In some ancient and tribal societies, marriage by capture or abduction was a common practice. This
involved forcibly taking a woman to be a wife, often without her consent. While sometimes ritualized,
such practices highlight the lack of agency many women had in their marital destinies.

Though largely outlawed today, echoes of these violent traditions remain in certain regions,
underscoring the persistence of oppressive customs disguised as cultural heritage.

Economic Dimensions of Marriage’s Dark Past

Beyond personal and social implications, marriage historically served as an economic contract.

Dowries, Bride Prices, and Financial Transactions

Dowries and bride prices were financial exchanges that accompanied marriage, often placing women
at the center of economic bargaining. A dowry involved the bride’s family providing wealth to the
groom’s family, while bride price was the opposite—groom’s family paying the bride’s family.

These practices could lead to exploitation, where families viewed daughters as financial burdens or
assets to be traded. In some cases, disputes over dowries sparked violence, including bride burning or
honor killings.

Marriage and Inheritance Laws

Marriage also determined property rights and inheritance, often to the detriment of women. In many
legal systems, married women lost control over their own property once wed, with husbands
assuming ownership. This legal blindness to women'’s rights effectively trapped them in marriages,
dependent on their spouses for survival.

Such laws perpetuated economic inequalities and limited women'’s freedoms, reinforcing the
patriarchal structure of society.



How Understanding the Dark History of Marriage Helps
Today

Recognizing the dark history of marriage is crucial to appreciating the progress made and
acknowledging the work still necessary to ensure equality within relationships. It helps contextualize
contemporary debates about marriage equality, divorce rights, and gender roles.

For individuals navigating marriage today, understanding these historical complexities offers insight
into how societal expectations and traditions may unconsciously shape their experiences. Awareness
can empower couples to challenge outdated norms and build partnerships based on respect, consent,
and love.

By reflecting on the past, we also gain empathy for those whose lives were constrained by oppressive
marital systems and a clearer vision for creating healthier, more equitable unions in the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by the 'dark history of marriage'?

The 'dark history of marriage' refers to the historical practices and social norms surrounding marriage
that involved inequality, coercion, and oppression, such as forced marriages, lack of women's rights,
and the use of marriage to control property and social status.

How has marriage historically been used to control women?

Historically, marriage often legally and socially subordinated women to their husbands, limiting their
autonomy, rights to property, and freedom, essentially treating them as possessions rather than
equal partners.

Were forced marriages common in history?

Yes, forced marriages were common in many cultures and periods, often arranged by families for
political alliances, economic gain, or social status, with little regard for the consent of the individuals
involved.

How did the concept of marriage serve to enforce social
hierarchies?

Marriage was frequently used to maintain or enhance social hierarchies by ensuring that wealth, land,
and power remained within certain families or classes, often through arranged marriages and dowries.

What role did marriage play in the institution of slavery?

In the context of slavery, marriages among enslaved people were not legally recognized, and families
were often separated at the will of slave owners, highlighting the denial of basic human rights within
marriage.



How did laws historically restrict married women's rights?

Laws such as coverture in English common law meant that married women had no separate legal
identity from their husbands, preventing them from owning property, entering contracts, or earning
wages independently.

How has the perception and institution of marriage evolved to
address its dark history?

Over time, social reforms, feminist movements, and legal changes have worked to promote marriage
as a partnership based on consent, equality, and mutual respect, challenging and undoing many
oppressive traditions.

Additional Resources
Dark History of Marriage: Unveiling the Shadows Behind the Institution

dark history of marriage reveals a complex tapestry woven with power struggles, social control,
and cultural norms that often contrast sharply with the romantic ideals popularly associated with this
institution today. While contemporary narratives focus on love, companionship, and mutual respect,
the historical context of marriage is marked by coercion, inequality, and, at times, outright violence.
Understanding this darker past is essential for a nuanced appreciation of how marriage has evolved
and why certain archaic practices persist in various cultures.

Origins of Marriage: Power and Property Over Love

Marriage, as an institution, originated primarily as a means to regulate property rights, alliances, and
lineage rather than as a celebration of romantic love. In many ancient societies, marriages were
strategic arrangements designed to consolidate wealth, secure political alliances, and maintain social
hierarchies. This pragmatic approach meant that individual desires—especially those of women—were
often subordinated to family or state interests.

Marriage as a Transaction

In early civilizations such as Mesopotamia and Ancient Rome, marriage was fundamentally
transactional. Families negotiated bride prices or dowries, effectively commodifying women as assets
to be exchanged. The bride price—a sum paid by the groom’s family to the bride’s—reflected not
affection but ownership transfer, with women’s autonomy severely limited. This transactional nature
of marriage laid the groundwork for a system that often treated women as property rather than
partners.



Patriarchy and Gender Inequality

The dark history of marriage is inseparable from the patriarchal structures that dominated most
societies. Men wielded legal and social control over their wives, children, and property. In many
cultures, married women were legally subsumed under their husbands’ authority, a concept known as
coverture in English common law, which denied women independent legal identities. This subjugation
facilitated widespread practices such as forced marriages, child marriages, and marital rape, all of
which highlight the oppressive dynamics entrenched within historical matrimonial systems.

Marriage and Social Control

Throughout history, marriage served as a tool for social regulation, often enforcing rigid class
divisions and moral codes. By controlling who could marry whom, societies maintained ethnic, racial,
and class boundaries. The dark history of marriage includes numerous examples of laws and customs
designed to preserve social order at the cost of personal freedom.

Endogamy and Exogamy: Enforcing Boundaries

Endogamy—the practice of marrying within a specific social group or caste—was common in many
cultures to perpetuate social stratification. Conversely, exogamy rules, which required marrying
outside certain circles, were sometimes used to forge alliances or prevent inbreeding. Both practices,
while serving social or biological purposes, often restricted individual choice and perpetuated
inequality.

Marriage Laws and Racial Segregation

In more recent history, marriage laws have been instrumental in enforcing racial segregation, most
notoriously in the United States through anti-miscegenation laws. These laws criminalized interracial
marriages, reflecting deep-seated racial prejudices and fears about social integration. Such legislation
not only denied fundamental rights but also reinforced systemic racism, an aspect often overlooked
when discussing the history of marriage.

Forced and Child Marriages: Dark Realities Across
Cultures

One of the most troubling aspects of marriage’s history is the widespread practice of forced and child
marriages. These practices reflect the use of marriage as a mechanism of control, often at the
expense of human rights and individual well-being.



Global Prevalence and Impact

According to UNICEF, approximately 12 million girls worldwide are married before the age of 18 each
year. This number underscores the persistence of child marriage in parts of Africa, South Asia, and the
Middle East, where cultural traditions and economic pressures often dictate early unions. Forced
marriages, where consent is absent or coerced, are similarly prevalent and can occur within all socio-
economic strata.

The consequences are profound: early marriage truncates education, increases health risks related to
early childbirth, and perpetuates cycles of poverty and gender inequality. These practices starkly
contrast with contemporary human rights frameworks yet remain entrenched in the dark history of
marriage.

Historical Examples of Forced Unions

In medieval Europe, political marriages were frequently arranged without regard for the individuals
involved. Monarchs and nobles used marriage to secure alliances or peace treaties, treating brides
and grooms as pawns in larger geopolitical games. The famous marriage of Catherine of Aragon to
Prince Arthur, and later to Henry VIII, exemplifies how royal marriages were steeped in political
expediency rather than personal choice.

Similarly, in various indigenous cultures, arranged marriages were—and sometimes still are—used to
cement tribal alliances, with little consideration for the wishes of those being married.

Marital Abuse and Legal Inequality

The dark history of marriage also encompasses the normalization and legal tolerance of marital
abuse. For centuries, husbands were legally empowered to exert physical and emotional control over
their wives, often with societal and judicial approval.

Historical Legal Doctrines and Abuse

The doctrine of coverture, prevalent in English and American legal systems until the 19th century,
effectively erased women'’s legal identities upon marriage. Under this system, a husband’s authority
was virtually absolute within the household. Wives had little recourse against domestic violence, as
the law often regarded such matters as private.

Even as late as the early 20th century, the "rule of thumb"—an alleged common law principle allowing
a husband to beat his wife with a stick no thicker than his thumb—symbolizes societal acceptance of
domestic abuse. Although the historical accuracy of this rule is debated, it reflects the broader
tolerance of marital violence that pervaded legal and cultural norms.



Progress and Remaining Challenges

The gradual legal recognition of women’s rights within marriage marked a significant shift away from
this dark legacy. Reforms such as the abolition of coverture, the introduction of no-fault divorce, and
the criminalization of marital rape have improved women'’s status and safety. However, domestic
abuse remains a pressing issue globally, often exacerbated by lingering patriarchal attitudes and
inadequate legal protections.

Marriage and Slavery: An Overlooked Intersection

Another unsettling chapter in the dark history of marriage involves its intersection with slavery.
Enslaved individuals were often denied the right to marry legally, and their unions were not
recognized by law, stripping them of familial protections and rights.

Marriages Among Enslaved People

In the United States and other slave-holding societies, enslaved men and women formed informal
unions, often referred to as "slave marriages," without legal recognition. These relationships were
vulnerable to disruption by sale or separation, underscoring the dehumanizing conditions imposed by
slavery.

Furthermore, slaveholders sometimes forced marriages or sexual relations for economic or social
advantage. The denial of legal marriage rights was a deliberate strategy to control enslaved
populations and undermine family structures.

Evolving Perspectives: From Coercion to Choice

The transition from coercive, transactional marriage to the modern ideal of marriage based on love,
equality, and personal choice reflects profound social transformations. The dark history of marriage
informs contemporary debates about marriage equality, consent, and gender roles.

Impact on Contemporary Marriage Norms

Understanding the historical context alerts us to the residual effects of past inequalities in current
marital practices. Issues such as unequal division of labor, gender-based violence, and legal
disparities echo historical patterns that have not been entirely eradicated. Moreover, marriage
continues to be a site where social norms and power dynamics are negotiated, making historical
awareness crucial for ongoing reform.



Marriage Equality and Human Rights

The dark history of marriage also highlights the importance of expanding marital rights to include
diverse families and relationships. Movements for same-sex marriage, recognition of interracial
unions, and the protection of individual autonomy within marriage challenge longstanding
exclusionary practices. These advances signal a broader shift towards recognizing marriage not as a
tool for social control but as a partnership grounded in respect and equality.

The legacy of the dark history of marriage serves as a reminder that this institution, while often
idealized, has been shaped by forces far removed from love and companionship. By critically
examining these historical realities, societies can better address the inequalities that persist and
move toward a more just understanding of marital relationships.

Dark History Of Marriage

dark history of marriage: The Origins of the English Marriage Plot Lisa O'Connell, 2019-07-11
Examines how and why marriage plots became the English novel's most popular form in the
eighteenth century. This book will be of interest to students and researchers of eighteenth and early
nineteenth-century English literature and culture as well as feminist literary history.

dark history of marriage: From Priest's Whore to Pastor's Wife Marjorie Elizabeth Plummer,
2016-04-22 On 13 June 1525, Martin Luther married Katharina von Bora, a former nun, in a private
ceremony officiated by city preacher Johann Bugenhagen. Whilst Luther was not the first former
monk or Reformer to marry, his marriage immediately became one of the iconic episodes of the
Protestant Reformation. From that point on, the marital status of clergy would be a pivotal dividing
line between the Catholic and Protestant churches. Tackling the early stages of this divide, this book
provides a fresh assessment of clerical marriage in the first half of the sixteenth century, when the
debates were undecided and the intellectual and institutional situation remained fluid and
changeable. It investigates the way that clerical marriage was received, and viewed in the dioceses
of Mainz and Magdeburg under Archbishop Albrecht of Brandenburg from 1513 to 1545. By
concentrating on a cross-section of rural and urban settings from three key regions within this
territory - Saxony, Franconia, and Swabia - the study is able to present a broad comparison of
reactions to this contentious issue. Although the marital status of the clergy remains perhaps the
most identifiable difference between Protestant and Roman Catholic churches, remarkably little
research has been done on how the shift from a celibate to a married clergy took place during the
Reformation in Germany or what reactions such a move elicited. As such, this book will be welcomed
by all those wishing to gain greater insight, not only into the theological debates, but also into the
interactions between social identity, governance, and religious practice.

dark history of marriage: Tramps in Dark Mongolia John Hedley, 1910

dark history of marriage: Guarding Life's Dark Secrets , 2007-11-08 This book investigates the
elements that have developed as part of the definition of propriety and good behavior, and how the
law has acted to protect respectable people and their reputations.

dark history of marriage: The Dark Side of Love , She explores how to develop a psychological
immune system to protect against the potentially destructive elements in relationships and allow for
a constructive expression of love's dark side. Her book should be read by psychoanalysts and
psychotherapists, individuals who have suffered from the pains and hurts of love, and indeed by
those who are interested in human motivation and behavior.--BOOK JACKET.

dark history of marriage: Woman and Love Bernhard Adam Bauer, Cedar Paul, 1927



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-171/dark-history-of-marriage.pdf

dark history of marriage: Sourcebook of Family Theories and Methodologies Kari
Adamsons, April L. Few-Demo, Christine Proulx, Kevin Roy, 2022-11-07 This sourcebook is an
unparalleled resource in the field of family science. It provides a comprehensive overview of both
traditional and contemporary theories and methodologies to promote a greater understanding of
increasingly complex family realities. It focuses on broad developments in research design and
conceptualization, while also offering a historical perspective on developments in family science over
time, particularly emerging theories from the past several decades. Each chapter summarizes and
evaluates a major theory or methodological approach in the field, delving into its main principles; its
debates and challenges; how it has evolved over time; its practical uses in policy, education, or
further research; and links to other theories and methodologies. In highlighting recent research of
note, chapters emphasize the potential for innovative future applications. Key areas of coverage
include: - Risk and resilience, family stress, feminist, critical race, and social exchange theories. -
Ambiguous loss, intersectionality, Queer, and family development theory. - Life course framework. -
Biosocial theory and biomarker methods. - Symbolic interactionism. - Ethnography. - Mixed methods,
participatory action research, and evaluation.

dark history of marriage: Eulis! The History of Love: Paschal Beverly Randolph, 1906

dark history of marriage: Murder at a Scottish Wedding Traci Hall, 2023-01-24 USA Today
bestselling author Traci Hall returns with the fourth novel in her Scottish Shire cozy mystery series
set in a charming seaside town in Scotland and featuring busy single mom Paislee Shaw, owner of a
specialty sweater shop, knitting enthusiast, and reluctant sleuth who must untangle another
murderous yarn! As her friend’s matron of honor, Paislee Shaw vows to solve the mystery of a
missing brooch and a dying wedding guest . . . Paislee’s specialty sweater shop and yarn business
Cashmere Crush, in the charming Scottish village of Nairn, is closed today for a special occasion.
Her bonnie bestie Lydia is moments away from walking down the aisle of the church at Old Nairn
Kirk to wed Corbin Smythe. Gramps and Paislee’s eleven-year-old son Brody are seated in the pews
with the other guests—the only family not in attendance is their black Scottish terrier Wallace. As
matron of honor, Paislee is at her friend’s side when Lydia lets out a frantic cry. The Luckenbooth
brooch her betrothed gave her is missing. A traditional Scottish love token, the gold heirloom has
been in his family for generations and not wearing it could bring bad luck—according to the
superstitious Smythes. But the real misfortune falls on a distraught cousin who suddenly disrupts
the ceremony and dies with the brooch in her hand. The Smythes insist it’s the curse. But Paislee
must broach the subject of...murder. And was the intended victim the guest—or the bride? Only
Paislee can determine who to pin the murder on. ..

dark history of marriage: Imagining Black America Michael Wayne, 2014-02-28
DIVScientific research has now established that race should be understood as a social construct, not
a true biological division of humanity. In Imagining Black America, Michael Wayne explores the
construction and reconstruction of black America from the arrival of the first Africans in Jamestown
in 1619 to Barack Obama’s reelection. Races have to be imagined into existence and constantly
reimagined as circumstances change, Wayne argues, and as a consequence the boundaries of black
America have historically been contested terrain. He discusses the emergence in the nineteenth
century—and the erosion, during the past two decades—of the notorious “one-drop rule.” He shows
how significant periods of social transformation—emancipation, the Great Migration, the rise of the
urban ghetto, and the Civil Rights Movement—raised major questions for black Americans about the
defining characteristics of their racial community. And he explores how factors such as class, age,
and gender have influenced perceptions of what it means to be black. Wayne also considers how
slavery and its legacy have defined freedom in the United States. Black Americans, he argues,
because of their deep commitment to the promise of freedom and the ideals articulated by the
Founding Fathers, became and remain quintessential Americans—the “incarnation of America,” in
the words of the civil rights leader A. Philip Randolph./div

dark history of marriage: Unplugging the Constitution Florin T. Hilbay, 2009 In this
collection of articles and essays, the author confronts a wide range of issues--among them,



constitutional theory, adjudication, legal hermeneutics, bar exams, marriage, psychological
incapacity, free speech--and takes a nonconventional and, at times, critical view of standard legal
discourse and prevailing social institutions.

dark history of marriage: The Marriage Retreat Laura Elliot, 2024-11-11 ‘OMG... Totally blew
my mind, seriously! I can't even find the right words to express how freaking awesome it was! A
total master of deception... So many crazy twists and turns that I never saw coming... Had me
doubting everything!... So gripping... A page-turning, mind-bending thriller.” Goodreads reviewer,
00000 My husband saved other people’s marriages. But his secret will destroy ours. I always thought
my life was perfect. A wonderful family, a successful business and a beautiful home. My husband
Victor and I were so happily married we thought we could help transform other people’s lives at our
boutique marriage retreat. This tranquil hotel with the soothing sound of the waterfall outside is the
perfect setting for couples to repair their fractured relationships. Our marriage has always been the
shining example of honesty and trust. Or at least that’s what I thought... When a police officer
knocks on my door to tell me that my husband has been killed in a tragic accident, I am absolutely
devasted. But that isn’t all. An unnamed woman was by his side when Victor died, and she now lies
in a coma. Who is she? And what was she doing with my husband? As I begin to unravel Victor’s
secrets, I realise that my perfect marriage might never have been perfect at all. And that the man I
swore to love for all my life has a more shocking past than I could ever have imagined. Because now
my future is at stake and my life is in danger. All because of Victor’s secrets and lies. Someone is
back to make us pay. But they don’t know how far I'll go to protect myself and my family. Or what I'll
do to protect the secrets I've long kept hidden behind these walls... What readers are saying about
The Marriage Retreat: ‘Holy hell... What an absolute mind-blowing thriller. I cannot put into enough
words how phenomenal this was... Like nothing was as simple as it seems, there was so many
possible options that I didn't even see them coming... page-turning.” @book brilliance xo, J0000
‘EXCELLENT... kept me glued to my kindle!!!!... WOW!!!!... This book I will NOT FORGET for a long
time, definitely will be telling my friends about it.” Goodreads Reviewer, (][] ‘Wow... Could not put
this book down, so many twists and turns... Late night reading this as no way was it going to be put
down without finding out the truth.” Goodreads Reviewer, [ ‘Heart-stopping... Grips from the
very first page... Keeps readers on the edge of their seats... Chilling... Will leave readers stunned... A
rollercoaster of emotions and a relentless sense of suspense... Will stay with readers long after
they've turned the final page.” Goodreads Reviewer, [J0J00 ‘A fantastic gripping dark thriller which
had me up late reading needed to know how it was going to end... intriguing... excellent... A
fantastic gripping story.” Goodreads Reviewer, [0 ‘Scary, twisty and utterly brilliant... The
perfect book to read on a rainy weekend - pick it up and you won’t put it down until you have
finished.” Goodreads Reviewer, [0 ‘A wild ride and one that kept me on my toes with reveal after
reveal... I was gripped throughout... I encourage you to pick up if you enjoy psychological mysteries
full of twists.” Goodreads Reviewer, [0 ‘I raced through this book. Gripping from the start and
everything that a psychological thriller should be. Don’t take my word for it, read it! You wont’ be
disappointed... Awesome.” Goodreads Reviewer, [0 ‘Brilliant... Will hook you from the beginning
until the very end... Loved it.” Goodreads Reviewer, (0000

dark history of marriage: Duked Gina Robinson, 2018-10-16 From an American billionaire’s
daughter to a duchess... Our plan is simple, if not scandalous. Me, the 29-year-old daughter of an
American billionaire, marry him, the ancient Duke of Manly on his hundredth birthday. By marrying,
we each get something we desperately want. The plan is working brilliantly. Until Manly dies at the
altar. With his dying breath, Manly maneuvers me into a marriage of convenience with his hot,
mysterious heir, Ren Sattler, the new duke. Suddenly I'm drawn into the mysteries surrounding the
castle and Ren - mysteries that threaten my hopes of saving the estate and my marriage...not to
mention my heart...

dark history of marriage: Compassionate Love in Intimate Relationships Josiane M.
Apollon, 2021-12-29 Drawing on interviews conducted with Black couples in the United States, this
book explores relational resilience and identifies unique adaptation strategies that enable couples to




overcome the multigenerational effects of violence and sexual mass trauma from slavery and
activates compassionate love in flourishing relationships. By applying Appreciative Inquiry (AI)
methodology and family systems theory, the book captures the spiritual, emotional, and sexual
dimensions in Black couple systems that gives meaning to their resilient relationships in the context
of contemporary America. Within the framework of compassionate love, the book highlights the need
for researchers and clinicians to include the broader cultural contexts in their sexual
trauma-informed studies and interventions. Using genetic studies and empirical evidence, the
volume contributes significantly to discussion around Black relationships and historical trauma and
to the broader challenges within race relations in the United States. This book will benefit
researchers, academicians, and clinicians with an interest in sexual trauma, marriage, and family
therapy, and couples counseling more broadly. Readers will also find this book useful when
designing research in Black studies, intergenerational issues, or sexual intimacy.

dark history of marriage: Encyclopaedia Britannica , 1892

dark history of marriage: Safely Married Emily Jolly, 1875

dark history of marriage: The Encyclopeedia Britannica , 1890

dark history of marriage: Black Women, Black Love Dianne M Stewart, 2020-10-06 A
“powerful, persuasive, and devastatingly haunting” examination of America’s racist, centuries-long
oppression of Black love (Carol Anderson, bestselling author of White Rage) According to the 2010
US census, more than seventy percent of Black women in America are unmarried. Black Women,
Black Love reveals how four centuries of laws, policies, and customs have created that crisis. Dianne
M. Stewart begins in the colonial era, when slave owners denied Blacks the right to marry, divided
families, and, in many cases, raped enslaved women and girls. Later, during Reconstruction and the
ensuing decades, violence split up couples again as millions embarked on the Great Migration north,
where the welfare system mandated that women remain single in order to receive government
support. And no institution has forbidden Black love as effectively as the prison-industrial complex,
which removes Black men en masse from the pool of marriageable partners. Prodigiously researched
and deeply felt, Black Women, Black Love reveals how white supremacy has systematically broken
the heart of Black America, and it proposes strategies for dismantling the structural forces that have
plagued Black love and marriage for centuries.

dark history of marriage: The Encyclopadia Britannica Thomas Spencer Baynes, 1891

dark history of marriage: Exploring the Dimensions of Human Sexuality Greenberg, Clint
E. Bruess, Sara B. Oswalt, 2016-02-19 Fully revised and updated with the latest data in the field, the
Sixth Edition of Exploring the Dimensions of Human Sexuality represents all aspects of human
sexuality and explores how it affects personality, development, and decision making. Using a
student-friendly interpersonal approach, the text discusses contemporary concepts as well as
controversial topics in a sensitive manner, and covers the physiological, biological, psychological,
spiritual, and cultural dimensions of human sexuality. Exploring the Dimensions of Human Sexuality
is an essential text for teaching sexuality and presents an integrated view of human sexuality that
encourages students to pursue positive decisions, sexual health, and a lifetime of wellness.
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