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Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard: A Deep Dive into the Dark Genius of Austrian Literature

woodcutters thomas bernhard is a phrase that evokes the chilling intensity and profound complexity of one of
Austria’s most enigmatic literary figures. Thomas Bernhard’s novel *The Woodcutters* (originally *Die
Holzf�llen*, 1984) stands as a masterful exploration of alienation, family dynamics, and societal decay.
With its stark prose and unsettling narrative voice, the book invites readers into a claustrophobic world
where art, resentment, and self-destruction intertwine. If you’re intrigued by post-war European literature or
the psychological intricacies of family drama, understanding *The Woodcutters* is essential.

The Context Behind Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard

Thomas Bernhard’s life and times deeply inform the themes and tone of *The Woodcutters*. Born in 1931 in the
Netherlands but raised in Austria, Bernhard was known for his scathing critiques of Austrian society, culture,
and politics. His work often reflects a profound disillusionment with post-war Austria, and *The
Woodcutters* is no exception.

Set against the backdrop of Vienna’s bourgeois artistic circles, the novel captures the discomfort and
hypocrisy Bernhard perceived within the Austrian upper middle class. The story revolves around a narrator
who returns to Vienna after years abroad and attends a dinner party hosted by his mother. This gathering
becomes a microcosm of the social tensions, repressed resentments, and existential despair that characterize
much of Bernhard’s oeuvre.

Themes Explored in Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard

Alienation and Isolation

One of the most striking aspects of *The Woodcutters* is the pervasive sense of alienation. The narrator is
an outsider within his own family and social circle. His observations are sharp, often bitter, revealing a
profound emotional and intellectual distance. This estrangement resonates with readers because it reflects a
universal human experience—the feeling of being unable to fully connect with those closest to us.

The Destructive Power of Family

Family relationships in Bernhard’s novel are fraught with tension and unspoken grievances. The dinner party
setting functions as a pressure cooker, exposing the fragile facades and simmering hostilities beneath the
surface. The narrator’s reflections peel back layers of denial and hypocrisy, showing how familial bonds can be
as suffocating as they are binding.

Critique of Austrian Bourgeois Society

Bernhard’s disdain for the cultural and social elite of Austria is a recurring motif. In *The Woodcutters*, he
dissects the pretensions and moral bankruptcy of Vienna’s artistic world. This critique is not just a backdrop
but a driving force in the narrative, fueling the narrator’s cynicism and despair.



Stylistic Features of Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard

The Unique Narrative Voice

Bernhard’s style in *The Woodcutters* is immediately recognizable—marked by long, flowing sentences,
repeated phrases, and a relentless, almost obsessive tone. This narrative technique creates a hypnotic rhythm
that mirrors the narrator’s mental state. The prose feels like a stream of consciousness, allowing readers to
immerse themselves deeply into the psyche of the protagonist.

Dark Humor and Irony

Despite its bleak subject matter, the novel also contains moments of dark humor. Bernhard’s irony cuts through
the heaviness, offering a sardonic commentary on human folly. This blend of humor and despair is a hallmark of
his writing, providing balance and depth.

Minimalist Setting, Maximum Impact

The confined setting of the dinner party intensifies the emotional and psychological drama. Bernhard’s economy
of space contrasts with the expansive emotional terrain the novel covers. The claustrophobic atmosphere
enhances the themes of entrapment and suffocation.

Why Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard Remains Relevant

Timeless Exploration of Human Nature

Even decades after its publication, *The Woodcutters* continues to resonate because it taps into timeless
aspects of human nature—alienation, familial conflict, societal disillusionment. Readers today find echoes of
their own struggles in the narrator’s voice, making Bernhard’s work enduringly powerful.

Influence on Contemporary Literature

Bernhard’s uncompromising style and thematic focus have influenced many contemporary writers. His approach
to narrative structure and character psychology paved the way for more experimental and introspective
literature in Austria and beyond.

A Window into Austrian History and Culture

For those interested in Austrian history, *The Woodcutters* offers a critical perspective on the country’s
post-war identity crisis. Bernhard’s portrayal of Vienna’s elite reveals the complexities of a society grappling
with its past and present contradictions.



Tips for Reading Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard

Reading *The Woodcutters* can be challenging due to Bernhard’s dense prose and the novel’s intense emotional
atmosphere. Here are some tips to enhance your experience:

- **Take your time:** The long sentences and repetitive style require patience. Reading slowly helps you
absorb the nuances.
- **Focus on the narrator’s tone:** Understanding the narrator’s voice is key to grasping the novel’s
emotional depth.
- **Consider the historical context:** Familiarity with Austria’s post-war cultural landscape enriches your
interpretation.
- **Reflect on the themes:** Think about how alienation, family dynamics, and societal critique interact in the
story.
- **Discuss with others:** Sharing insights can reveal new perspectives and deepen appreciation.

Exploring Other Works by Thomas Bernhard

If *The Woodcutters* captivates you, exploring Bernhard’s other works is highly rewarding. Notable titles
include:

- *Concrete* (*Beton*): A novel that delves into obsession and madness through the story of a sculptor.
- *Correction* (*Korrektur*): A complex narrative about a man’s attempt to perfect a utopian project.
- *Extinction* (*Ausl�schung*): A haunting family saga marked by Bernhard’s signature dark wit and
existential themes.

Each of these works shares thematic and stylistic elements with *The Woodcutters*, offering a broader
understanding of Bernhard’s literary vision.

The Legacy of Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard in Modern Literature

Thomas Bernhard’s *The Woodcutters* stands as a testament to the power of literature to challenge,
provoke, and illuminate. His fearless examination of uncomfortable truths and his innovative narrative
techniques continue to inspire writers and readers alike. The novel’s exploration of the darker sides of human
experience—loneliness, resentment, and the search for meaning—remains profoundly relevant in today’s world.

For anyone drawn to complex psychological narratives and incisive social critique, *The Woodcutters*
offers a compelling journey into the heart of Austrian literature and human frailty. Bernhard’s work reminds us
that beneath the surface of civility lies a turbulent sea of emotions and contradictions, waiting to be
explored through the written word.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Thomas Bernhard, the author of 'Woodcutters'?

Thomas Bernhard was an Austrian novelist and playwright known for his distinctive style and critical
approach to Austrian society. 'Woodcutters' is one of his major novels, published in 1984.

What is the main theme of Thomas Bernhard's 'Woodcutters'?

The main theme of 'Woodcutters' revolves around alienation, social hypocrisy, and the existential despair



experienced by the narrator during a dinner with old acquaintances in Vienna.

How does Thomas Bernhard use narrative style in 'Woodcutters'?

Bernhard employs a stream-of-consciousness narrative style with long, flowing sentences and repetitive
phrasing to reflect the narrator's obsessive and critical mindset in 'Woodcutters'.

What is the significance of the title 'Woodcutters' in Thomas Bernhard's
novel?

The title 'Woodcutters' metaphorically represents the destructive social forces and the cutting down of
authenticity and individuality within the society depicted in the novel.

How does 'Woodcutters' reflect Thomas Bernhard's critique of Austrian
society?

In 'Woodcutters', Bernhard critiques Austrian bourgeois society by exposing its superficiality, hypocrisy, and
moral decay through the narrator's scathing observations during a social gathering.

What role does the setting play in Thomas Bernhard's 'Woodcutters'?

The setting, primarily a dinner in an elegant apartment in Vienna, acts as a microcosm of Austrian society,
highlighting the claustrophobic and oppressive atmosphere that the narrator experiences.

Are there autobiographical elements in Thomas Bernhard's 'Woodcutters'?

Yes, 'Woodcutters' contains autobiographical elements as Bernhard often drew from his own experiences and
social observations, especially his critical perspective on Austrian cultural life.

How has 'Woodcutters' been received by critics and readers?

'Woodcutters' is regarded as one of Thomas Bernhard's most important works, praised for its stylistic
innovation and incisive social critique, though its dense and repetitive narrative style can be challenging for
some readers.

Additional Resources
Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard: A Deep Dive into the Controversial Masterpiece

woodcutters thomas bernhard stands as one of the most provocative and challenging works in modern
Austrian literature. First published in 1984, this novel exemplifies Bernhard’s distinctive style—marked by
dense, relentless prose and a scathing critique of Austrian society. The narrative centers on a single evening in
the life of an unnamed narrator who attends a dinner party with a group of artists and intellectuals,
unraveling layers of hypocrisy, decay, and existential despair. This article explores the thematic richness,
stylistic nuances, and cultural significance of Woodcutters, positioning it within Bernhard’s oeuvre and the
broader literary landscape.

Contextualizing Woodcutters within Thomas Bernhard’s Literary
Career



Thomas Bernhard, an Austrian novelist, playwright, and poet, is frequently recognized for his acerbic
commentary on post-war Austrian culture, often exposing the country’s unresolved traumas and social
contradictions. Woodcutters emerges during a mature phase in Bernhard’s career, following acclaimed works
such as “Frost” and “Gargoyles.” By the time Woodcutters was published, Bernhard had already established a
reputation for his unique narrative voice—characterized by long, unbroken sentences, repetition, and a bleak
yet darkly humorous worldview.

Unlike traditional narratives with clear plot structures, Woodcutters is primarily an internal monologue.
The unnamed narrator’s perspective is both deeply personal and brutally critical, offering readers an
uncompromising examination of art, family, and social pretense. The novel’s setting—a dinner party with
woodcutters turned artists—becomes a microcosm for Bernhard’s broader critique of cultural and moral
stagnation.

Thematic Exploration: Hypocrisy and Alienation

At the heart of Woodcutters lies a potent exploration of hypocrisy, particularly within artistic and
intellectual circles. The narrator’s observations reveal a group that is outwardly cultured but inwardly
hollow. Through his acerbic lens, Bernhard dismantles the veneer of civility to expose the self-serving
motivations and petty rivalries that dominate these social gatherings.

Alienation is another central theme. The narrator feels disconnected not only from the other guests but also
from himself and the society he inhabits. This isolation resonates with the existential undercurrents in
Bernhard’s work, reflecting a broader postmodern skepticism about identity and belonging.

Stylistic Features: The Signature Bernhard Voice

Woodcutters is notable for its distinctive prose style, which challenges conventional narrative techniques.
Bernhard employs lengthy, flowing sentences often punctuated with repetition to create a rhythm that mirrors
the narrator’s obsessive thought patterns. This approach immerses the reader in the mental landscape of the
protagonist, emphasizing his relentless scrutiny and growing frustration.

The absence of traditional dialogue tags or paragraph breaks further intensifies the claustrophobic
atmosphere. This stylistic choice aligns with Bernhard’s intent to blur the lines between speech and thought,
reality and perception, thereby reinforcing the novel’s themes of entrapment and disillusionment.

Woodcutters in Comparison: Positioning Bernhard’s Novel Among
Contemporary Works

When compared to other post-war European literature, Woodcutters distinguishes itself through its
uncompromising tone and structural experimentation. While contemporaries such as G�nter Grass or Milan
Kundera engage with history and politics through varied narrative forms, Bernhard’s focus is more inward,
dissecting the psyche and social fabric with surgical precision.

Moreover, Bernhard’s use of the dinner party—a classic literary setting for social critique—echoes works by
authors like Jean-Paul Sartre or Virginia Woolf, yet he subverts the format by infusing it with a relentless
negativity and irony. This positions Woodcutters as a stark counterpoint to more optimistic or
reconciliatory narratives of the time.



Reception and Critical Perspectives

Upon its release, Woodcutters sparked considerable debate among critics and readers alike. Some praised
Bernhard’s courage in confronting Austrian society’s unresolved issues, while others found his style alienating
or excessively harsh. The novel’s dense prose and bleak outlook make it a challenging read, often prompting
polarized responses.

From an academic standpoint, Woodcutters has been extensively analyzed for its existential themes, narrative
structure, and linguistic innovation. Scholars highlight Bernhard’s ability to intertwine personal trauma with
collective cultural critique, rendering the novel a seminal text in studies of postmodern literature and
Austrian cultural history.

Key Features and Elements of Woodcutters

To better understand what sets Woodcutters apart, it is useful to outline its defining characteristics:

Unreliable Narrator: The unnamed protagonist’s perspective is subjective, marked by bitterness and
cynicism, which complicates the reader’s interpretation.

Monologic Structure: The narrative unfolds primarily through a continuous internal monologue
without conventional plot progression.

Social Critique: The dinner party setting serves as a microcosm to critique Austrian bourgeois society
and artistic pretensions.

Stylistic Repetition: Recurrent phrases and themes reinforce the narrator’s obsessive thoughts and
thematic concerns.

Atmospheric Density: The prose creates an intense, claustrophobic mood that mirrors the characters’
emotional states.

Pros and Cons of Engaging with Woodcutters

Engaging with Woodcutters offers several intellectual and aesthetic rewards, but it also presents certain
challenges:

Pros:1.

Deep insight into post-war Austrian society and culture.

Innovative narrative style that pushes literary boundaries.

Rich thematic layers exploring art, identity, and alienation.

Cons:2.

The demanding prose style may deter casual readers.



The pervasive negativity could be emotionally taxing.

Lack of clear plot or resolution might frustrate readers expecting conventional storytelling.

Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard: Legacy and Influence

The impact of Woodcutters extends beyond literature into broader cultural discussions. Bernhard’s fearless
confrontation with Austria’s post-war identity crisis has inspired generations of writers and critics. His
influence can be seen in later Austrian and German literature, where themes of societal critique and narrative
experimentation continue to resonate.

Translations of Woodcutters have brought Bernhard’s work to international audiences, further cementing his
status as a significant figure in 20th-century literature. Contemporary novelists often cite Bernhard’s
fearless stylistic innovation and thematic boldness as foundational to their own creative approaches.

In academic circles, Woodcutters remains a staple for courses on modern European literature, postmodern
narrative, and cultural studies. Its continuing relevance underscores Bernhard’s unique ability to craft
literature that challenges readers while offering profound reflections on human nature and society.

Through its uncompromising examination of art, social hypocrisy, and existential despair, Woodcutters by
Thomas Bernhard endures as a demanding yet indispensable work — one that continues to provoke thought and
debate decades after its publication.

Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard

  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Woodcutters Thomas Bernhard, 2013-01-23 Fiercely observed,
often hilarious, and “reminiscent of Ibsen and Strindberg” (The New York Times Book Review), this
exquisitely controversial novel was initially banned in its author’s homeland. A searing portrayal of
Vienna’s bourgeoisie, it begins with the arrival of an unnamed writer at an ‘artistic dinner’ hosted by
a composer and his society wife—a couple he once admired and has come to loathe. The guest of
honor, a distinguished actor from the Burgtheater, is late. As the other guests wait impatiently, they
are seen through the critical eye of the writer, who narrates a silent but frenzied tirade against
these former friends, most of whom have been brought together by Joana, a woman they buried
earlier that day. Reflections on Joana’s life and suicide are mixed with these denunciations until the
famous actor arrives, bringing an explosive end to the evening that even the writer could not have
seen coming.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Thomas Bernhard Gitta Honegger, 2001-01-01 Thomas
Bernhard (1931-1989), a literary figure of international acclaim and arguably Austria's greatest
post-World War II writer, became the first of his generation to expose unrelentingly his country's
pathological denial of complicity in the Holocaust. Bernhard's writings and indeed his own biography
reflect Austria's fraught efforts to define itself as a nation following the collapse of the Habsburg
monarchy and the trauma of World War II. Repeatedly he scandalized the nation with novels, plays,
and public statements that exposed the convoluted ways Austrians were attempting to come to terms
with their Nazi past--or defiantly avoiding doing so. This book, the first comprehensive biography of
Thomas Bernhard in English, examines his life and work and their intricate relationship to Austria's
geographical, political, and cultural transformations in the twentieth century. While Bernhard was
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the scourge of his native culture, Honegger explains, he was also a product of that same culture.
Appreciation of his controversial impact on his society is possible only through an understanding of
the contradictions, the shame, and the achievements that mark Austrians' self-perception in the
postwar years. Honegger shows that for Bernhard the theater was not only a profession but also a
paradigm for his life, and that performance was the primary force animating his writing and
self-construction. Even after his death, Bernhard's carefully constructed biography continues to
fascinate, shock, and expose the Austrian culture at large.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Ends of Satire Daniel Bowles, 2015-02-24 How are we to
think of satire if it has ceased to exist as a discrete genre? This study proposes a novel solution,
understanding the satiric in the postwar era as a set of writing practices: figures of inversion,
myth-making, and citation. By showing how writers and theorists alike deploy these devices in new
contexts, this book reexamines the link between German postwar writing and the history of satire,
and between literature and theory.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Diviners Margaret Laurence, 2010-04-01 In The
Diviners, Morag Gunn, a middle aged writer who lives in a farmhouse on the Canadian prairie,
struggles to understand the loneliness of her eighteen-year-old daughter. With unusual wit and
depth, Morag recognizes that she needs solitude and work as much as she needs the love of her
family. With an afterword by Margaret Atwood. Mrs. Laurence's [novel] is both poetic and muscular,
and her heroine is certainly one of the more humane, unglorified, unpolemical, believable women to
have appeared in recent fiction.—The New Yorker
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Thomas Bernhard's Afterlives Olaf Berwald, Stephen D.
Dowden, Gregor Thuswaldner, 2020-10-01 In his prose fiction, memoirs, poetry, and drama, Thomas
Bernhard (1931-1989)--one of the 20th century's most uniquely gifted writers--created a new and
radical style, seemingly out of thin air. His books never “tell a story” in the received sense. Instead,
he rages on the page, he rants and spews vitriol about the moral failures of his homeland, Austria, in
the long amnesiac aftermath of the Second World War. Yet this furious prose, seemingly shapeless
but composed with unparalleled musicality, and taxing by conventional standards, has been
powerfully echoed in many writers since Bernhard's death in 1989. These explorers have found in
Bernhard's singular accomplishment new paths for the expression of life and truth. Thomas
Bernhard's Afterlives examines the international mobilization of Bernhard's style. Writers in Italian,
German, Spanish, Hungarian, English, and French have succeeded in making Bernhard's Austrian
vision an international vision. This book tells that story.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Nihilism of Thomas Bernhard Charles W. Martin, 1995
This study examines the nihilistic basis of Bernhard's writing, and traces developments in the
author's nihilistic stance throughout his career. In the first period of his prose fiction (1963-1975),
nihilism is reluctantly accepted by Bernhard's fictional characters as a necessary response to a
world perceived as meaningless. Various possible sources of transcendence are explored, and
rejected. The autobiographical texts (1975-1982) then represent a sustained attempt by the author
himself to transcend his own essentially nihilistic state. The apparent success of this attempt is
quickly revealed to be illusory in the prose fiction of the second period (1978-1986), and it becomes
apparent that nihilism is a no less necessary response to Austrian social reality than to the (more
purely) personal problems which first motivated Bernhard's writing.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Fire-Dwellers Margaret Laurence, 1993-09-15 Convinced
that life has more to offer than the tedious routine of her days, Stacey MacAindra yearns to recover
some of the passion of her early romance. In this extraordinary novel, Margaret Laurence has given
us yet another unforgettable heroine: smart, witty, but overwhelmed by the responsibilities of
raising four children and trying to love her overworked husband. The Fire Dwellers helps us to
rediscover all the richness of the commonplace, as well as the pain, beauty—and humor—of being
alive. Stacey's state of mind is revealed in a swift-flowing stream of dialogue, reaction, reproach, and
nostalgia. . . . [Laurence] is the best fiction writer in the Dominion and one of the best in the
hemisphere.—Atlantic



  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Thomas Bernhard: Language, History, Subjectivity ,
2023-07-10 Thomas Bernhard, one of the most significant post-war European writers, continues to
fascinate. The twenty essays in this bilingual volume offer new readings of the Austrian writer’s
works via three interconnected strands: language, history and subjectivity. In Austria, Bernhard was
often viewed as an enfant terrible. Yet after his death in 1989, he has increasingly undergone what
novelist Alexander Schimmelbusch calls a ‘Mozartisation’. Against this background, the volume
refocuses attention on Bernhard’s works themselves, underlining why these continue to be
subversive and compelling. The essays in this volume address Bernhard’s creative linguistic
interventions; his theatrical verve; his literary persona; and his response to the traumatic historical
legacy which continues to shape Austrian subjectivities long after 1945. Thomas Bernhard – einer
der bedeutendsten europäischen Nachkriegsautoren – wurde in Österreich oft als enfant terrible
wahrgenommen. Nach seinem Tod in 1989 kam es jedoch immer mehr zu einem Prozess der
„Mozartisierung“ (Alexander Schimmelbusch), dem Versuch, Bernhard in das offizielle
österreichische Selbstbild einzureihen. Vor diesem Hintergrund lenkt dieser Band die
Aufmerksamkeit wieder auf Bernhards Werke selbst und unterstreicht, warum diese nach wie vor
subversiv, spannend und nicht zuletzt irritierend sind. Unter den miteinander verbundenen
Themenschwerpunkten Sprache, Geschichte und Subjektivität befassen sich die Beiträge mit
Bernhards kreativen sprachlichen Interventionen, seiner theatralischen Präsenz, seiner literarischen
Persona und seiner Reaktion auf das traumatische historische Erbe, das die österreichischen
Subjektivitäten noch lange nach 1945 prägt. Auch, aber keineswegs nur deshalb, hat Bernhard
nichts von seiner Faszination eingebüßt.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Three-part Inventions Thomas Cousineau, 2008 This critical
survey of Thomas Bernhard's novels highlights a recurring theme of 'three' in Bernard's work.
Thomas J. Cousineau argues that each of Bernhard's novels, although firmly anchored in Austrian
history, emerges from an archetypal story involving three figures: protagonist, scapegoat and
author.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Novelist Jordan Castro, 2023-07-18 Brisk and shockingly
witty, exuberantly scatological as well as deeply wise, The Novelist is a delight. Jordan Castro is a
rare new talent: an author highly attuned to the traditions he is working within while also offering a
refreshingly fun sendup of life beset by the endless scroll.—Mary South, author of You Will Never Be
Forgotten In Jordan Castro’s inventive, funny, and surprisingly tender first novel, we follow a young
man over the course of a single morning as he tries and fails to write an autobiographical novel,
finding himself instead drawn into the infinite spaces of Twitter, quotidian rituals, and his own mind.
The act of making coffee prompts a reflection on the limits of self-knowledge; an editor’s
embarrassing tweet sparks rage at the literary establishment; a meditation on first person versus
third examines choice and action; an Instagram post about the ethics of having children triggers
mimetic rivalry; the act of doing the dishes is at once ordinary and profound: one of the many small
commitments that make up a life of stability. The Novelist: A Novel pays tribute to Nicholson Baker’s
The Mezzanine and Thomas Bernhard’s Woodcutters, but in the end is a wholly original novel about
language and consciousness, the internet and social media, and addiction and recovery.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Irony and the Logic of Modernity Armen Avanessian,
2015-09-14 The logic of modernity is an ironical logic. Modern irony, a flash of genius produced by
Romantic theorists, is first discussed, e.g. in Hegel and Kierkegaard, as an ethical problem
personified in figures such as the aesthete, the seducer, the flaneur, or the dandy. It fully develops in
the novel, the modern genre par excellence: in novels of the early 19th century no less than in those
of postmodernity or in those of the masters of citation, parody, and pastiche of classical modernism
(Musil, Joyce, and Proust). This book, however, goes one step further. Looking at how such different
authors as Schmitt, Kafka, and Rorty identify the political conflicts, contradictions, and paradoxes of
the 20th century as ironical and offers a comprehensive account of the constitutive irony of
modernity’s ethical, poetical, and political logic.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Sleepless Marie Darrieussecq, 2023-09-05 A restless inquiry



into the cultural and psychic sources of insomnia by one of contemporary French literature’s most
elegant voices. Plagued by insomnia for twenty years, Marie Darrieussecq turns her attention to the
causes, implications, and consequences of sleeplessness: a nocturnal suffering that culminates at 4
a.m. and then defines the next day. “Insomniac mornings are dead mornings,” she observes.
Prevented from falling asleep by her dread of exhaustion the next day, Darrieussecq turns to
hypnosis, psychoanalysis, alcohol, pills, and meditation. Her entrapment within this spiraling
anguish prompts her inspired, ingenious search across literature, geopolitical history,
psychoanalysis, and her own experience to better understand where insomnia comes from and what
it might mean. There are those, she writes, in Rwanda, whose vivid memories of genocide leave
them awake and transfixed by complete horror; there is the insomnia of the unhoused, who have
nowhere to put their heads down. The hyperconnection of urban professional life transforms her
bedroom from a haven to a dormant electrified node. Ranging between autobiography, clinical
observation, and criticism, Sleepless is a graceful, inventive meditation by one of the most daring,
inventive novelists writing today.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Aesthetic and Philosophical Reflections on Mood Birgit
Breidenbach, 2020-04-19 This study explores the concept of Stimmung in literary and philosophical
texts of the modern age. Signifying both 'mood' and 'attunement', Stimmung speaks to the
categories of affective experience and aesthetic design alike. The study locates itself in the nexus
between discourses on modernity, existentialism and aesthetics and uncovers the pivotal role of
Stimmung in 19th- and 20th-century European narrative fiction and continental philosophy. The
study first explores the philosophical and aesthetic origins and implications of Stimmung to, then,
discuss its role in the narrative fiction of three key authors of modern literature: Fyodor Dostoevsky,
Samuel Beckett and Thomas Bernhard. These readings demonstrate a significant shift towards an
aesthetic of affective intensity and immediacy, in which the experience of the reading process takes
centre stage as each author develops an aesthetic philosophy of Stimmung in their own right.
Through its focus on the concept of Stimmung, the study thus unearths a fundamental link between
existentialist concerns and narrative practice in modern literature.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: A Dance to the Music of Time Anthony Powell, 1995-06-15
Powell's monumental 12-part series traces the lives of a wide variety of characters in London from
World War I until the 1960s.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Top Ten: Writers Pick Their Favorite Books J. Peder Zane,
2010-06-21 What if you asked 125 top writers to pick their favorite books? Which titles would come
out on top? You'll find the answer in The Top Ten: Writers Pick Their Favorite Books: the ultimate
guide to the world's greatest books. As writers such as Norman Mailer, Annie Proulx, Stephen King,
Jonathan Franzen, Claire Messud, Margaret Drabble, Michael Chabon and Peter Carey name the ten
books that have meant the most to them, you'll be reminded of books you have always loved and
introduced to works awaiting your discovery. The Top Ten includes summaries of 544 books—each of
which is considered to be among the ten greatest books ever written by at least one leading writer.
In addition to each writer's Top Ten List, the book features Top Ten Lists tabulated from their picks,
including: • The Top Ten Books of All Time • The Top Ten Books by Living Writers • The Top Ten
Books of the Twentieth Century • The Top Ten Mysteries • The Top Ten Comedies The Top Ten will
help readers answer the most pressing question of all: What should I read next?
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: Fragments Jack Fuller, 1997-12-22 Vietnam veteran Bill
Morgan, haunted by an incident in which civilians were shot and killed, seeks out his former
sergeant Jim Neumann after their return to the U.S. for an explanation of what really happened in
the village of Xuan The.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: A Jest of God Margaret Laurence, 2009-03-18 A
thirty-four-year-old school teacher living with her mother, Rachel Cameron feels trapped in an
environment of small-town deceit and pettiness—her own and that of others. She longs for contact
with another human being who shares her rebellious spirit. Finally, by confronting both love and
death, Rachel earns the freedom she desperately needs. Winner of the Governor General's Literary



Award, A Jest of God was also the basis of the movie Rachel, Rachel. Mrs. Laurence tells [her story]
unsparingly, with absolute authority, using her thorough understanding of Rachel to draw us into
her anguish. We know Rachel, sympathize with her, and in a sense, become Rachel, so authentic is
her voice. . . . A Jest of God has extraordinary clarity, beautiful detail, as well as the emotional
impact of honest confession.—Joan J. Hall, Saturday Review Laurence's rendition is close to faultless
. . . reaffirming her ability to draw, without pathos, life-sized women. . . . Skillfully wrought and
eloquently told.—Marilyn Gardner, Christian Science Monitor One of Canada's most accomplished
writers, Margaret Laurence(1926-1987) was the recipient of many awards, including the prestigious
Governer General's Litarary Award for The Diviners and A Jest of God.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: A Bird in the House Margaret Laurence, 2013-07-10 A Bird in
the House is a series of eight interconnected short stories narrated by Vanessa MacLeod as she
matures from a child at age ten into a young woman at age twenty. Wise for her years, Vanessa
reveals much about the adult world in which she lives. Vanessa rebels against the dominance of age;
she watches [her grandfather] imitate her aunt Edna; and her rage at times is such that she would
gladly kick him. It takes great skill to keep this story within the expanding horizon of this young girl
and yet make it so revealing of the adult world.—Atlantic A Bird in the House achieves the breadth
of scope which we usually associate with the novel (and thereby is as psychologically valid as a good
novel), and at the same time uses the techniques of the short story form to reveal the different
aspects of the young Vanessa. —Kent Thompson, The Fiddlehead I am haunted by the women in
Laurence's novels as if they really were alive—and not as women I've known, but as women I've
been.—Joan Larkin, Ms. Magazine Not since . . . To Kill a Mockingbird has there been a novel like
this. It should not be missed by anyone who has a child or was a child.—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette One
of Canada's most accomplished writers, Margaret Laurence (1926-87) was the recipient of many
awards including Canada's prestigious Governor General's Literary Award on two separate
occasions, once for The Diviners.
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: A Father's Words Richard Stern, 1990-01-04 Cy
Riemer—fifty-ish, divorced, and father of four—surveys the dispersal of his family with a mixture of
anxiety, humor, sadness, and pride. In this wry, moving, and wise novel, Richard Stern offers his
masterful portrait of Cy as the quintessential caring yet controlling parent, a relentless seeker of
self-knowledge whose search is intensified through conflicts with his brilliant, ne'er-do-well son Jack.
The manipulation of a smart, sane, self-justifying narrator . . . is not the least of Stern's
achievements in this delicate fabrication of tough prose and tender adjustment of
sentiment.—Geoffrey Wolff, Los Angeles Times Richard Stern's novels are robustly intelligent, very
funny, and beguilingly humane. He knows as much as anyone writing American prose about family
mischief, intellectual shenanigans, love blunders—and about writing American prose.—Philip Roth A
delectable rhetorical display. . . . —The New Yorker Anyone who has read Richard Stern's previous
novels won't need to be told he is an unusually crisp and intelligent writer, with a sharp edge to his
wit; and in A Father's Words he runs true to form. Many of the book's pleasures are incidental: jokes,
intellectual cadenzas, agile turns of phrase . . . The author's powers of farcical invention climax in a
brilliant, bitter episode where . . . the younger man proclaims his final failure . . . Mr. Stern has
written an excellent novel.—John Gross, New York Times Richard Stern is American letters' unsung
comic writer about serious matters . . . [A Father's Words] produced in this reviewer an apostolic
desire to convince a wider audience to try Stern, especially the vintage Stern.—Doris Grumbach,
Chicago Tribune
  woodcutters thomas bernhard: The Dark Room R. K. Narayan, 1981 Offering rare insight into
the complexities of Indian middle-class society, R.K. Narayan traces life in the fictional town of
Malgudi. The Dark Room is a searching look at a difficult marriage and a woman who eventually
rebels against the demands of being a good and obedient wife. In Mr. Sampath, a newspaper man
tries to keep his paper afloat in the face of social and economic changes sweeping India. Narayan
writes of youth and young adulthood in the semiautobiographical Swami and Friends and The
Bachelor of Arts. Although the ordinary tensions of maturing are heightened by the particular



circumstances of pre-partition India, Narayan provides a universal vision of childhood, early love and
grief.
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