war on the western front

War on the Western Front: A Deep Dive into One of History’s Most Formative
Battlefields

war on the western front is a phrase that evokes powerful images of trench
warfare, relentless battles, and the profound human cost of World War I. This
theater of war, stretching across Belgium and northern France, became the
focal point of some of the most intense and prolonged fighting in modern
history. Understanding the dynamics of the war on the western front helps
shed light on not only military strategies but also the profound social and
political impacts that shaped the 20th century.

Understanding the War on the Western Front

The war on the western front primarily refers to the military conflict
between the Allied powers, chiefly France, Britain, and later the United
States, against the German Empire during World War I. From 1914 to 1918, this
front was marked by a brutal stalemate characterized by trench warfare,
massive casualties, and little territorial gain. The western front was
distinct from the eastern front, where fighting was more fluid and involved
different nations and tactics.

The Origins of the Western Front Conflict

At the outbreak of World War I in 1914, Germany's military strategy, known as
the Schlieffen Plan, aimed to quickly defeat France by advancing through
Belgium and then turning east to confront Russia. However, the plan faltered,
and German forces became entrenched along a line that stretched from the
North Sea to the Swiss border. This failure to achieve a swift victory set
the stage for a prolonged and bloody conflict on the western front.

Trench Warfare: Life in the Trenches

One of the defining features of the war on the western front was trench
warfare. Both sides dug extensive networks of trenches to protect soldiers
from enemy fire. These trenches, often muddy, waterlogged, and infested with
rats, became the grim reality for millions of soldiers. Life in the trenches
involved constant danger from artillery bombardments, sniper fire, and the
ever—-present threat of gas attacks.

The no man’s land between opposing trench lines was a deadly zone, often
littered with barbed wire and the remnants of previous assaults. Attempts to

break the stalemate with frontal assaults frequently resulted in heavy
casualties without significant territorial gains.

Major Battles on the Western Front

Several key battles define the war on the western front, each illustrating



different aspects of the conflict’s brutal nature and tactical evolution.

The Battle of the Somme (1916)

Arguably one of the bloodiest battles in history, the Battle of the Somme was
launched by the Allies to relieve pressure on the French at Verdun and break
through German defenses. Over four months, more than one million men were
wounded or killed. The battle introduced new military technology like the
tank but also highlighted the horrific human cost of trench warfare.

The Battle of Verdun (1916)

Verdun was a symbol of French determination and resilience. German forces
aimed to "bleed France white" by targeting this historic fortress city. The
result was a grueling ten-month battle with massive casualties on both sides.
Verdun epitomized the attritional nature of the war on the western front and
the sheer endurance required of soldiers and civilians alike.

Passchendaele (Third Battle of Ypres, 1917)

Known for its appalling muddy conditions and high casualties, Passchendaele
was a costly attempt by the Allies to break through the German lines in
Belgium. The battle highlighted the challenges of fighting in difficult
terrain and the limitations of contemporary tactics against well-entrenched
enemies.

Technology and Tactics in the War on the
Western Front

The western front was a laboratory for military innovation, where new weapons
and strategies were tested under extreme conditions.

Introduction of Tanks and Aircraft

Tanks made their debut on the western front during the Somme offensive,
aiming to overcome the deadlock of trench warfare by crossing no man’s land
and crushing barbed wire defenses. Early models were slow and prone to
mechanical failure but represented a significant shift toward mechanized
warfare.

Aircraft evolved from simple reconnaissance roles to fighters and bombers,
adding a new dimension to the battlefield. Aerial combat and artillery
spotting became crucial components of western front operations.



Chemical Warfare

The war also saw the first widespread use of chemical weapons, such as
chlorine and mustard gas. These agents caused horrific injuries and created a
new form of psychological terror. Gas masks became standard issue, but
chemical attacks remained a terrifying and controversial aspect of the
western front conflict.

The Human Experience: Soldiers and Civilians

The war on the western front was not just a military struggle but a profound
human tragedy affecting millions.

Soldier’s Perspective

Soldiers endured unimaginable hardships, from constant shelling to the mental
strain of “shell shock” (now recognized as PTSD). Letters and diaries from
the front lines reveal a mix of camaraderie, fear, and resilience. Despite
the bleak conditions, acts of heroism and moments of humanity punctuated the
daily grind of war.

Civilian Impact

The civilian populations in Belgium and northern France suffered greatly.
Towns and villages were destroyed, economies disrupted, and millions
displaced. The war’s proximity to home meant that civilians faced shortages,
occupation, and the constant threat of violence.

Legacy of the War on the Western Front

The war on the western front left an indelible mark on history. It reshaped
military doctrine, influenced political boundaries, and altered the course of
international relations. The staggering loss of life and the harrowing
conditions experienced by soldiers inspired a vast body of literature, art,
and film, ensuring that the lessons of the western front continue to
resonate.

Understanding the war on the western front offers valuable insights into the
complexities of modern warfare and the resilience of human spirit amidst
adversity. It's a chapter of history that reminds us of the costs of conflict
and the importance of striving for peace.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was the Western Front in World War I?

The Western Front was the main theatre of war during World War I, stretching
from the North Sea coast of Belgium southward through France. It was
characterized by trench warfare and saw some of the largest battles of the
war.

Why was the Western Front so significant in World War
I?

The Western Front was significant because it was where the majority of the
fighting between the Allies and the Central Powers took place, and the
outcome of these battles largely determined the course and eventual end of
the war.

What were the living conditions like for soldiers on
the Western Front?

Living conditions on the Western Front were harsh and grueling, with soldiers
enduring muddy trenches, constant threat of enemy fire, disease, poor
sanitation, and extreme weather conditions.

Which major battles occurred on the Western Front?

Some major battles on the Western Front include the Battle of the Somme, the
Battle of Verdun, the Battle of Ypres, and the Battle of Passchendaele, all
of which resulted in heavy casualties and significant strategic consequences.

How did trench warfare shape the conflict on the
Western Front?

Trench warfare led to a stalemate on the Western Front, with both sides dug
into extensive trench systems that made advances difficult and resulted in
prolonged, attritional battles with high casualties but little territorial
gain.

What technological advancements were used during the
war on the Western Front?

Technological advancements used on the Western Front included machine guns,
poison gas, tanks, artillery, and aircraft, all of which changed the dynamics
of warfare and contributed to the high casualty rates.

Additional Resources

War on the Western Front: A Detailed Examination of the Conflict’s Dynamics
and Legacy

war on the western front stands as one of the most defining and devastating
theaters in modern military history, particularly during the First World War.
This prolonged and brutal confrontation between the Allied and Central Powers
shaped not only the geopolitical landscape of Europe but also introduced new
military technologies and strategies that altered the nature of warfare.



Analyzing the war on the western front requires a nuanced understanding of
its origins, key battles, strategic shifts, and enduring consequences.

Historical Context and Origins of the War on
the Western Front

The war on the western front began in 1914 following the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, which triggered a complex web of alliances and
hostilities across Europe. The Western Front mainly referred to the conflict
zone stretching from the North Sea coast of Belgium southward through France.
It was primarily characterized by trench warfare, a grueling and static form
of combat that defined much of the First World War.

Unlike the Eastern Front, which saw more fluid movements and larger
territorial changes, the western front quickly became a stalemate. Both the
Allied Powers—chiefly France, the United Kingdom, and later the United
States—and the Central Powers, primarily Germany, entrenched themselves
behind elaborate networks of fortifications. This battlefield environment led
to a war of attrition, where both sides sought to wear down the opposition
through sustained losses rather than decisive maneuvers.

Key Battles and Military Strategies

The Battle of the Somme

One of the most infamous engagements on the western front was the Battle of
the Somme in 1916. Intended as a joint Franco-British offensive to break
through German lines, the battle resulted in over one million casualties,
making it one of the bloodiest battles in human history. The Somme
highlighted the futility of mass infantry assaults against well-fortified
defensive positions supported by machine guns and artillery.

Trench Warfare and Technological Advances

The war on the western front was synonymous with trench warfare. Soldiers
lived and fought in deep trenches separated by a devastated no man’s land,
exposing them to constant artillery bombardments, sniper fire, and gas
attacks. This form of combat produced horrendous living conditions and
psychological strain.

Technological innovation was both a response to and a driver of this brutal
stalemate. The introduction of poison gas, tanks, and aircraft fundamentally
altered the battlefield dynamics. Tanks, first deployed at the Battle of
Flers—Courcelette in 1916, offered a new way to break through enemy lines,
though early models were mechanically unreliable. Meanwhile, aerial
reconnaissance and dogfights provided critical intelligence and disrupted
supply lines.



Strategic Importance and Logistic Challenges

Logistics played a pivotal role in sustaining the armies on the western
front. Supplying millions of troops with food, ammunition, medical care, and
reinforcements was a monumental task. Railways and newly developed motor
transport were crucial in maintaining the flow of resources. The immense
scale of the front, spanning hundreds of miles, meant that supply lines were
vulnerable to enemy artillery and sabotage.

Strategically, control of key geographical points such as Verdun and the
Flanders region was vital. The Battle of Verdun in 1916, another protracted
and costly engagement, was emblematic of the war’s attritional nature. German
attempts to bleed France white were met with fierce resistance, resulting in
massive casualties on both sides.

Social and Psychological Impact

Beyond the military and political implications, the war on the western front
had profound social and psychological consequences. The unprecedented scale
of casualties deeply affected the populations of the involved nations.
Soldiers faced constant trauma from the horrors of trench warfare, including
exposure to mustard gas and the relentless threat of death or injury.

The term “shell shock” emerged during this period to describe the
psychological trauma experienced by soldiers, now recognized as a form of
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). The war also accelerated shifts in
societal norms, such as the increased participation of women in the
workforce, as men were conscripted into military service.

Comparative Analysis: Western Front vs. Other
Theaters

While the western front was marked by trench warfare and stalemate, other
fronts exhibited different characteristics. The Eastern Front, for example,
was much more mobile, with larger territorial gains and losses. The
geographical vastness and less-developed infrastructure allowed for sweeping
maneuvers rather than entrenched positions.

Additionally, the war on the western front saw a concentration of
industrialized warfare, with massive artillery barrages and mechanized
warfare playing a central role. This contrasted with colonial theaters or the
Middle Eastern fronts, where irregular warfare and guerrilla tactics were
more common.

Pros and Cons of the Western Front’s Military
Approaches

e Pros: The extensive fortifications and defensive strategies prolonged
the conflict, preventing rapid enemy advances and protecting vital



territories.

e Cons: The static nature of trench warfare led to enormous casualties
with minimal territorial gain, draining resources and morale.

e Technological innovation: While new weapons and vehicles eventually
helped break the stalemate, early versions often proved ineffective or
unreliable.

Legacy of the War on the Western Front

The war on the western front left an indelible mark on military doctrine,
international relations, and cultural memory. The devastation and human cost
highlighted the limits of industrialized warfare and prompted reevaluations
of military strategy in future conflicts. Moreover, the political
repercussions contributed to the reshaping of Europe’s map and set the stage
for World War II.

In literature and art, the western front inspired a vast body of work that
sought to convey the grim realities of war. From the poetry of Wilfred Owen
to the novels of Erich Maria Remarque, the personal and collective trauma of
the trenches has been immortalized in cultural memory.

Today, battlefields along the western front are preserved as historical sites
and cemeteries, serving as somber reminders of the conflict’s scale and
complexity. These sites continue to educate and foster reflection on the
costs of war and the importance of diplomatic conflict resolution.

The war on the western front remains a pivotal chapter in the study of early
20th-century warfare, illustrating both the horrors of industrialized combat
and the resilience of those who endured it. By understanding this conflict in
depth, historians and strategists gain valuable insights into the evolution
of modern warfare and the enduring quest for peace.

War On The Western Front

war on the western front: The Great War on the Western Front Paddy Griffith, 2008 The
war on the Western Front from 1914 to 1918 remains one of the notoriously great tragedies of the
20th century. This text is a concise, highly readable introduction to the Great War.

war on the western front: The Western Front Nick Lloyd, 2021-03-04 A panoramic history of
the savage combat on the Western Front between 1914 and 1918 that came to define modern
warfare. The Western Front evokes images of hardship and sacrifice, of young, mud-spattered men
in water-logged trenches, shielded from artillery blasts by a few feet of dirt. Long considered the
most futile arena of the First World War, the Western Front has persisted in our collective memory
as a tragic waste of life. In this epic narrative history, Nick Lloyd brings together the latest research
from America, France, Britain, and Germany, telling the full story of the war in France and Belgium
from the German invasion in 1914 to the armistice four years later. His sweeping chronicle reveals
that the trenches were, as often as not, sites of dramatic technological and tactical advances, and
that superior generalship helped determine the outcome of the war. Brimming with gripping


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-170/war-on-the-western-front.pdf

descriptions and insight, The Western Front is a historical account in the tradition of Barbara
Tuchman, John Keegan, and Antony Beevor: an authoritative, magisterial portrait of men at
war--Publisher's description.

war on the western front: The Great War Hunt Tooley, 2015-11-29 We have often heard
about the brutal world of the trenches, the willingness of brave young soldiers and the apparent
indifference of the generals, but reevaluations of the Great War in previous decades have shown us
much more complexity, and in many cases some surprising reconstructions of very standard
narratives of the war. The traditional isolation of the battle front from the home front, which
historians have tended to observe, has given us an incomplete understanding of both fronts. In this
study of Word War I, Hunt Tooley crosses the boundaries of national histories to examine the various
connections between the 400-mile-long Western Front and the home fronts of the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Canada, Australia and the United States. Tooley draws on recent research and the
wealth of primary souce material available to provide a broad synthesis of a complex event, and to
create a more holistic view of the war - as men stayed in touch with those at home, as governments
responded to events on the battlefield, and as writers, poets and artists brought the cultural
impulses of Europe to the deadly world of the Western Front. In his clearly-written, wide-ranging
study, Tooley argues that the seeds of much of the 20th century may have been planted well before
the First World War, but - as many social critics, politicians, soldiers, women's movement leaders,
and others predicted - the cultivation of these seeds in war would have a powerful and formative
effect on the social, political and cultural processes which shaped the 20th century.

war on the western front: War on the Western Front G. D. Sheffield, 2013 This book is a
collection of essays by well known First World War contributors such as Dr Stephen Bull, Ian Drury,
Thomas A. Hoff, Martin Pegler and Ian Sumner. World War I stands as a watershed in the evolution
of modern warfare, with the development of sophisticated trench systems forming a battlefield over
400 miles long; innovations in weaponry and equipment; and the introduction of tanks in battle.
Without the ordinary soldier, however, there could have been no war: The Great War was very much
a conflict of infantrymen - Tommies, Stormtrooper, Poilus and Doughboys. War on the Western Front
provides an extensive re-assessment of trench warfare, a revolutionary tactic that challenged the
very idea of war, and details developments in weaponry and armoured vehicles, including terrifying
innovations in the use of poison gas, flamethrowers and tanks.

war on the western front: World War I Peter Simkins, 1991

war on the western front: The Great War on the Western Front Paddy Griffith, 2008-09-22 The
war on Western Front from 1914 to 1918 remains one of the notoriously great tragedies of the
twentieth century. Most people hold it in their minds as a milestone in modern history, yet many of
them know less about this devastating clash of nations than they would like—and they would be
interested to discover more. Paddy Griffith's short history of the conflict has been written with them
in mind. It provides an accessible primer to an enormous and fascinating subject. His account is
aimed at an English-speaking readership, and he concentrates on the part played by British
Expeditionary Force and the Americans in the conflict. The French and German perspectives are
also explained and the wider political and strategic evolution of the war as a whole is laid out as
essential background.

war on the western front: The Western Front Richard Holmes, 2001-07-01 Drawing on the
stories of the surviving soldiers themselves, who endured the indiscriminate slaughter &
incomprehensible brutality that surrounded them, the vivid human experience of war is exposed.

war on the western front: World War I Peter Simkins, 1991 Traces the events leading up to
and during World War [, including a year-by-year chronicle, and discusses terrain, artillery, medical
services, trench warfare, and other aspects, with an emphasis on the British and Commonwealth
experience.

war on the western front: The Western Front Richard Holmes, 2008 Richard Holmes brings
the Western Front to life in this detailed and authoritative text, in a way that goes deep beneath
scholarly debate, ripping off the veneer of cliche which now covers the war as it really was.



war on the western front: The First World War (3) Peter Simkins, 2014-06-06 In this, the
second volume covering the war on the Western Front, Peter Simkins describes the last great battles
of attrition at Arras, on the Aisne and at Passchendaele in 1917. Then he moves on to relate the
successive offensives launched by Germany in the spring and summer of 1918 in an effort to achieve
victory or a favourable peace before American manpower proved decisive. Again, questioning and
correcting several myths and long-held assumptions about the nature and conduct of war on the
Western Front, the author also looks at the aftermath and legacy of the 'war to end wars'.

war on the western front: The Western Front Nick Lloyd, 2021-03-30 A tour de force of
scholarship, analysis and narration....Lloyd is well on the way to writing a definitive history of the
First World War. —Lawrence James, Times The Telegraph ¢ Best Books of the Year The Times of
London * Best Books of the Year A panoramic history of the savage combat on the Western Front
between 1914 and 1918 that came to define modern warfare. The Western Front evokes images of
mud-spattered men in waterlogged trenches, shielded from artillery blasts and machine-gun fire by a
few feet of dirt. This iconic setting was the most critical arena of the Great War, a 400-mile combat
zone stretching from Belgium to Switzerland where more than three million Allied and German
soldiers struggled during four years of almost continuous combat. It has persisted in our collective
memory as a tragic waste of human life and a symbol of the horrors of industrialized warfare. In this
epic narrative history, the first volume in a groundbreaking trilogy on the Great War, acclaimed
military historian Nick Lloyd captures the horrific fighting on the Western Front beginning with the
surprise German invasion of Belgium in August 1914 and taking us to the Armistice of November
1918. Drawing on French, British, German, and American sources, Lloyd weaves a kaleidoscopic
chronicle of the Marne, Passchendaele, the Meuse-Argonne, and other critical battles, which
reverberated across Europe and the wider war. From the trenches where men as young as 17
suffered and died, to the headquarters behind the lines where Generals Haig, Joffre, Hindenburg,
and Pershing developed their plans for battle, Lloyd gives us a view of the war both intimate and
strategic, putting us amid the mud and smoke while at the same time depicting the larger stakes of
every encounter. He shows us a dejected Kaiser Wilhelm II—soon to be eclipsed in power by his own
generals—lamenting the botched Schlieffen Plan; French soldiers piling atop one another in the
trenches of Verdun; British infantryman wandering through the frozen wilderness in the days after
the Battle of the Somme; and General Erich Ludendorff pursuing a ruthless policy of total war,
leading an eleventh-hour attack on Reims even as his men succumbed to the Spanish Flu. As Lloyd
reveals, far from a site of attrition and stalemate, the Western Front was a simmering, dynamic
“cauldron of war” defined by extraordinary scientific and tactical innovation. It was on the Western
Front that the modern technologies—machine guns, mortars, grenades, and howitzers—were refined
and developed into effective killing machines. It was on the Western Front that chemical warfare, in
the form of poison gas, was first unleashed. And it was on the Western Front that tanks and aircraft
were introduced, causing a dramatic shift away from nineteenth-century bayonet tactics toward
modern combined arms, reinforced by heavy artillery, that forever changed the face of war.
Brimming with vivid detail and insight, The Western Front is a work in the tradition of Barbara
Tuchman and John Keegan, Rick Atkinson and Antony Beevor: an authoritative portrait of modern
warfare and its far-reaching human and historical consequences.

war on the western front: Haig's Enemy Jonathan Boff, 2018-03-13 During the First World
War, the British Army's most consistent German opponent was Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria.
Commanding more than a million men as a General, and then Field Marshal, in the Imperial German
Army, he held off the attacks of the British Expeditionary Force under Sir John French and then Sir
Douglas Haig for four long years. But Rupprecht was to lose not only the war, but his son and his
throne. Haig's Enemy by Jonathan Boff explores the tragic tale of Rupprecht's war--the story of a
man caught under the wheels of modern industrial warfare. Providing a fresh viewpoint on the
history of the Western Front, Boff draws on extensive research in the German archives to offer a
history of the First World War from the other side of the barbed wire. He revises conventional
explanations of why the Germans lost with an in-depth analysis of the nature of command, and of the



institutional development of the British, French, and German armies as modern warfare was born.
Using Rupprecht's own diaries and letters, many of them never before published, Haig's Enemy
views the Great War through the eyes of one of Germany's leading generals, shedding new light on
many of the controversies of the Western Front. The picture which emerges is far removed from the
sterile stalemate of myth. Instead, Boff re-draws the Western Front as a highly dynamic battlespace,
both physical and intellectual, where three armies struggled not only to out-fight, but also to
out-think, their enemy. The consequences of falling behind in the race to adapt would be more
terrible than ever imagined.

war on the western front: Victory on the Western Front Martin Marix Evans, 2013-10-09
Presenting the Allied and German experience of war - both military and on a personal level - Victory
on the Western Front is an immensely readable, visually striking account of the pivotal final stages
of World War I, when two very different concepts went head-to-head on the battlefield. The Germans
gambled on winning on the Western Front through the sophisticated use of artillery and new
infantry tactics, whereas the Allies calculated that victory lay in the application of a balanced
combination of infantry, artillery, AFVs and aircraft. The efforts of both sides were dogged by error,
misunderstanding, uncertainty and mistrust. This fully illustrated book is the story of the search for
victory - on both sides of the lines - and of the valour and steadfastness of the fighting men tasked
with delivering it.

war on the western front: Western Front, 1914-1916 John Grehan, Martin Mace,
2013-07-16 From the moment the German army moved quietly into Luxemburg on 2 August 1914, to
the Armistice on 11 November 1918, the fighting on the Western Front in France and Flanders
never stopped. There were quiet periods, just as there were the most intense, savage, huge-scale
battles.The war on the Western Front can be thought of as being in three phases: first, a war of
movement as Germany attacked France and the Allies sought to halt it; second, the lengthy and
terribly costly siege warfare as the entrenched lines proved impossible to crack (late 1914 to
mid-1918); and finally a return to mobile warfare as the Allies applied lessons and technologies
forged in the previous years.As with previous wars, British Commanders-in-Chief of a theatre of war
or campaign were obliged to report their activities and achievements to the War Office in the form of
a despatch and those written from the Western Front provide a fascinating, detailed and compelling
overview of this part of the First World War.

war on the western front: Great War, Total War Roger Chickering, Stig Forster, 2000-09-11
The First World War was the first large-scale industrialized military conflict in the world's history,
and it gave birth to the concept of total war. The essays in this 2000 volume analyse the experience
of the war in light of this concept's implications, in particular the systematic erosion of distinctions
between the military and civilian spheres. With an emphasis on developments in Germany, France,
Great Britain and the United States, leading scholars from Europe and North America locate the
First World War along a trajectory that began in the wars of the middle of the nineteenth century
and culminated in worldwide conflict in the middle of the twentieth. The essays explore the efforts of
soldiers and statesmen, industrialists and financiers, professionals and civilian activists to adjust to
the titanic, pervasive pressures that the military stalemate on the western front imposed on
belligerent and neutral societies.

war on the western front: Germany’s Western Front: 1915 Mark Humphries, John Maker,
2010-03-22 This multi-volume series in seven parts is the first English-language translation of Der
Weltkrieg, the German official history of the First World War. Originally produced between 1925 and
1944 using classified archival records that were destroyed in the aftermath of the Second World
War, Der Weltkrieg is the untold story of Germany’s experience on the Western front, in the words
of its official historians, making it vital to the study of the war and official memory in Weimar and
Nazi Germany. Although exciting new sources have recently been uncovered in former Soviet
archives, this work remains the basis of future scholarship. It is essential reading for any scholar,
graduate student, or enthusiast of the Great War. This volume, the first of the series to appear in
print, focuses on 1915, the first year of trench warfare. For the first time in the history of warfare,



poison gas was used against French and Canadian troops at Ypres. Meanwhile, conflict raged in the
German High Command over the political and military direction of the war. The year 1915 also set
the stage for the bloodbath at Verdun and sealed the fate of the German Supreme Commander,
Erich von Falkenhayn. This is the official version of that story. Foreword by Hew Strachan
Co-published with the Laurier Centre for Military, Strategic and Disarmament Studies

war on the western front: They Shall Not Pass Ian Sumner, 2012 This graphic collection of
first-hand accounts sheds new light on the experiences of the French army during the Great War. It
reveals in authentic detail the perceptions and emotions of soldiers and civilians who were caught
up in the most destructive conflict the world had ever seen. Their testimony gives a striking insight
into the mentality of the troops and their experience of combat, their emotional ties to their relatives
at home, their opinions about their commanders and their fellow soldiers, the appalling conditions
and dangers they endured, and their attitude to their German enemy. In their own words, in diaries,
letters, reports and memoirs - most of which have never been published in English before - they offer
a fascinating inside view of the massive life-and-death struggle that took place on the Western Front.
Ian Sumner provides a concise narrative of the war in order to give a clear context to the eyewitness
material. In effect the reader is carried through the experience of each phase of the war on the
Western Front and sees events as soldiers and civilians saw them at the time. This emphasis on
eyewitness accounts provides an approach to the subject that is completely new for an
English-language publication. The author's pioneering work will appeal to readers who may know
something about the British and German armies on the Western Front, but little about the French
army which bore the brunt of the fighting on the allied side. His book represents a milestone in
publishing on the Great War.

war on the western front: Germany’s Western Front Mark Osborne Humphries, John Maker,
2010-06-30 This multi-volume series in seven parts is the first English-language translation of Der
Weltkrieg, the German official history of the First World War. Originally produced between 1925 and
1944 using classified archival records that were destroyed in the aftermath of the Second World
War, Der Weltkrieg is the untold story of Germany’s experience on the Western front, in the words
of its official historians, making it vital to the study of the war and official memory in Weimar and
Nazi Germany. Although exciting new sources have recently been uncovered in former Soviet
archives, this work remains the basis of future scholarship. It is essential reading for any scholar,
graduate student, or enthusiast of the Great War. This volume, the first of the series to appear in
print, focuses on 1915, the first year of trench warfare. For the first time in the history of warfare,
poison gas was used against French and Canadian troops at Ypres. Meanwhile, conflict raged in the
German High Command over the political and military direction of the war. The year 1915 also set
the stage for the bloodbath at Verdun and sealed the fate of the German Supreme Commander,
Erich von Falkenhayn. This is the official version of that story. Foreword by Hew Strachan
Co-published with the Laurier Centre for Military, Strategic and Disarmament Studies

war on the western front: Battle Tactics of the Western Front Paddy Griffith, 1996-01-01
Historians have portrayed British participation in World War I as a series of tragic debacles, with
lines of men mown down by machine guns, with untried new military technology, and incompetent
generals who threw their troops into improvised and unsuccessful attacks. In this book a renowned
military historian studies the evolution of British infantry tactics during the war and challenges this
interpretation, showing that while the British army's plans and technologies failed persistently
during the improvised first half of the war, the army gradually improved its technique, technology,
and, eventually, its' self-assurance. By the time of its successful sustained offensive in the fall of
1918, says Paddy Griffith, the British army was demonstrating a battlefield skill and mobility that
would rarely be surpassed even during World War II. Evaluating the great gap that exists between
theory and practice, between textbook and bullet-swept mudfield, Griffith argues that many battles
were carefully planned to exploit advanced tactics and to avoid casualties, but that breakthrough
was simply impossible under the conditions of the time. According to Griffith, the British were
already masters of storm troop tactics by the end of 1916, and in several important respects were



further ahead than the Germans would be even in 1918. In fields such as the timing and
orchestration of all-arms assaults, predicted artillery fire, Commando-style trench raiding, the use of
light machine guns, or the barrage fire of heavy machine guns, the British led the world. Although
British generals were not military geniuses, says Griffith, they should at least be credited for
effectively inventing much of the twentieth-century's art of war.

war on the western front: The Great War Generals on the Western Front 1914-18 Robin
Neillands, 1999 Many Great War histories tell the reader what happened on the Western front but
few spell out why. In this book, the author looks at the battles through the eyes of the generals who
were charged with winning them and examines the accusations that have surrounded them for over
70 years. The tragedy of the death toll on the Western Front gives weight to the argument against
them, but what were the near unsurmountable problems that stood between the generals and final
victory? How much of what the general public believes about the First World War is really true? This
book aims to illuminate the bitter controversy.
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