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The German Economy at War: Insights from Alan S. Milward

the german economy at war alan s milward is a phrase that immediately invites us to delve into
one of the most compelling analyses of wartime economic dynamics. Alan S. Milward, a prominent
economic historian, revolutionized our understanding of Germany’s economic strategies and realities
during the World Wars, particularly the Second World War. His work sheds light on how Germany’s
economy was mobilized, managed, and strained under the pressures of prolonged conflict, offering
invaluable perspectives on wartime economics, resource allocation, and industrial policy.

Understanding Alan S. Milward’s Approach to the
German Economy at War

Alan S. Milward was known for his thorough and nuanced examination of the German war economy.
Unlike simplistic views that portray Nazi Germany’s wartime economy as either a miracle of efficiency
or a doomed system, Milward presents a balanced, evidence-based narrative. He argued that
Germany’s economy during the war was neither fully planned nor completely chaotic; instead, it was
a complex hybrid responding dynamically to military demands, resource shortages, and political
constraints.

Milward’s research is particularly significant because it challenges conventional wisdom about how
the German economy functioned under Adolf Hitler’s regime. Rather than attributing Germany’s early
war successes solely to economic strength, Milward emphasized the role of strategic planning,
exploitation of occupied territories, and the limits imposed by resource scarcity.

Key Themes in Milward’s Analysis

- **The Limits of Autarky:** Germany’s attempts at economic self-sufficiency before and during the
war were ambitious but ultimately constrained by the lack of essential raw materials. Milward explains
how these limitations forced Germany to rely increasingly on imports from occupied regions and trade
with neutral countries.
- **War Economy Mobilization:** Milward details the gradual shift from a peacetime economy to a war
economy, highlighting how production priorities changed, with industries like armaments, chemicals,
and vehicles taking precedence.
- **Economic Management and Leadership:** Unlike the common image of a tightly controlled Nazi
economy, Milward portrays a system where military leaders, industrialists, and the Nazi party
competed for influence, often leading to inefficiencies and conflicting policies.

The German Economy at War: The Reality Behind the



Myth

One of the enduring myths about the German economy during the war is that it was a powerhouse,
efficiently producing vast quantities of weapons and supplies that sustained its military campaigns.
Milward’s work dispels this notion by offering a more nuanced picture.

Resource Constraints and Economic Challenges

Germany faced significant resource shortages, especially in oil, rubber, and metals. Milward highlights
how these shortages hampered sustained military operations and forced the regime to seek
alternative solutions such as synthetic fuel production and exploiting conquered territories for
resources. For example, the synthetic rubber plant developments were a direct response to cut-offs in
natural rubber supplies.

Additionally, the Allied blockade effectively limited Germany’s access to raw materials, impacting
industrial output. Milward shows that while Germany adapted by rationing and prioritizing war-critical
industries, these constraints ultimately weakened the economy’s capacity to support a prolonged
conflict.

The Role of Occupied Territories

Milward’s research underscores the critical importance of occupied Europe in sustaining the German
war economy. Territories such as France, Poland, and the Soviet Union were systematically exploited
for labor, raw materials, and industrial output. This strategy helped Germany temporarily alleviate
some resource shortages but came with significant logistical and administrative challenges.

The forced labor system, which Milward discusses in depth, became a cornerstone of German wartime
production. Millions of civilians and prisoners of war were coerced into working in factories and farms,
often under brutal conditions. This labor exploitation was both a moral tragedy and an economic
necessity from the Nazi perspective.

Economic Policies and Their Impact on the War Effort

Alan S. Milward’s scholarship also explores how economic policies, both domestic and military,
influenced Germany’s ability to wage war effectively.

Armaments Production and Industrial Strategy

Milward points out that the Nazi regime initially underestimated the scale of industrial mobilization
required for a total war. Early war production was hampered by fragmented leadership and competing
priorities among the military, the Nazi Party, and industrial magnates.



It was only later in the war, particularly after Albert Speer’s appointment as Minister of Armaments in
1942, that a more coordinated and efficient approach to industrial production emerged. Speer’s
efforts to centralize control, streamline manufacturing processes, and increase output are well-
documented by Milward as critical turning points, albeit insufficient to reverse the tide of the war.

Financial Strategies: Financing the War Economy

Financing the war posed enormous challenges for Germany. Milward explains how the regime relied
heavily on a combination of borrowing, currency manipulation, and plundering assets from occupied
countries. The use of forced loans, confiscations, and the exploitation of Jewish property were part of
a broader strategy to fund military expenditures without causing immediate inflation.

Milward’s analysis reveals that while these financial tactics provided short-term relief, they
contributed to long-term economic instability. Inflationary pressures, resource depletion, and the
eventual collapse of the occupied economic system undermined Germany’s war effort as the conflict
dragged on.

The Legacy of Alan S. Milward’s Work on the German
Economy at War

The scholarship of Alan S. Milward remains influential for historians, economists, and military
strategists studying the interplay between economics and warfare. His meticulous approach helps
clarify how economic factors can shape military outcomes and political decisions.

Milward’s insights into the German economy during World War II serve as a cautionary tale about the
limits of economic mobilization under extreme conditions. They also highlight the dangers of
overambitious autarkic policies and the ethical costs of exploiting occupied populations and forced
labor.

For students of history and economic policy, Milward’s work offers practical lessons on the complexity
of managing a war economy, the importance of resource management, and the consequences of
political interference in economic affairs.

Why Study the German Economy at War Through Milward’s
Lens?

Understanding the German economy at war through Alan S. Milward’s analysis allows us to:

Appreciate the multifaceted challenges of wartime economic management.

Recognize the interconnectedness of military strategy and economic policy.

Learn how resource scarcity can dictate the strategic options available to a nation.



Understand the human and ethical dimensions underlying economic decisions in wartime.

These perspectives are valuable not only for historical inquiry but also for contemporary discussions
about national security, economic resilience, and ethical governance during crises.

Exploring the German economy at war through Milward’s detailed research reveals a story far more
complex and instructive than simple narratives of strength or failure. It invites us to rethink how
economies function under the extreme pressures of conflict and how leaders’ decisions ripple through
societies in profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Alan S. Milward and what is his significance in the
study of the German economy during wartime?
Alan S. Milward was a renowned economic historian known for his research on the German economy
during World War II. He provided in-depth analysis of how the German economy functioned and
adapted under wartime conditions.

What is the main thesis of Alan S. Milward's work on the
German economy at war?
Milward argued that the German economy was more resilient and better organized than previously
thought, emphasizing the role of economic planning, resource allocation, and the integration of
occupied territories in sustaining Germany's war efforts.

How did Alan S. Milward describe the impact of World War II
on the German economy?
Milward highlighted that while the German economy faced significant strains, it was able to maintain
production levels through strict controls, labor mobilization, and exploitation of occupied territories,
which prolonged Germany's capacity to wage war.

What role did occupied territories play in the German wartime
economy according to Milward?
According to Milward, occupied territories were crucial for the German economy as they provided raw
materials, labor, and resources that supplemented Germany’s domestic production and helped
sustain the war effort.

How does Alan S. Milward’s analysis challenge traditional



views of the German war economy?
Milward challenged the notion that the German economy was inefficient and collapsing early in the
war; instead, he showed that it was a complex, centrally coordinated system that managed to support
prolonged military campaigns despite significant challenges.

What sources and methods did Alan S. Milward use to study
the German economy during World War II?
Milward utilized archival research, economic data analysis, and historical documents from German
and Allied sources to reconstruct the functioning of the wartime economy, focusing on production
statistics, government policies, and economic planning.

Additional Resources
The German Economy at War: Alan S. Milward’s Seminal Analysis

the german economy at war alan s milward stands as a pivotal scholarly work that reshaped the
understanding of Germany’s economic mobilization and performance during the two World Wars,
particularly the Second World War. Alan S. Milward, a distinguished economic historian, brought a
nuanced and data-driven perspective to a subject often clouded by ideological narratives and
oversimplifications. His rigorous examination challenges traditional assumptions about the so-called
“miracle” of the Nazi war economy, providing a detailed account of its strengths, weaknesses, and
ultimate limitations.

Understanding the Framework of Milward’s Analysis

At its core, Milward’s study investigates how the German economy adapted, transformed, and
functioned under the extreme pressures of total war. By dissecting the complex interplay between
state control, industrial capacity, resource allocation, and labor mobilization, Milward offers a holistic
view of wartime economic dynamics. His approach moves beyond the simplistic notion that
Germany’s wartime economy was an unstoppable juggernaut, instead highlighting structural
inefficiencies and strategic miscalculations.

Milward’s research is grounded in extensive archival evidence and economic data, contrasting the
German wartime economy with those of its adversaries, notably the United Kingdom and the United
States. This comparative lens reveals critical factors that influenced Germany’s war effort, such as the
limitations imposed by restricted access to raw materials and the consequences of strategic bombing
campaigns.

The Role of State Control and Economic Planning

A key feature of the German wartime economy, as Milward elucidates, was the increasing role of the
state in directing economic activity. Unlike the laissez-faire approaches seen in some Allied
economies, Germany implemented a system of centralized planning to prioritize military production.



However, Milward points out that this control was often fragmented and inefficient, hampered by
competing bureaucracies and the ideological interference of the Nazi leadership.

The Reich Economic Ministry, the Four Year Plan under Hermann Göring, and various military
procurement agencies frequently operated with overlapping responsibilities, leading to coordination
problems. Milward’s analysis reveals how these institutional rivalries weakened the potential
effectiveness of centralized economic planning, contributing to delays and resource mismanagement.

Industrial Capacity and Production Challenges

Milward’s work highlights the impressive scale of German industrial mobilization, including the rapid
expansion of armaments production and the integration of occupied territories into the economic
system. Yet, he also identifies critical bottlenecks that undermined sustained production growth.

One of the central challenges was the scarcity of vital raw materials, such as oil, rubber, and certain
metals. Germany’s reliance on synthetic substitutes and imports from occupied regions was a double-
edged sword. While it partially alleviated shortages, it also created vulnerabilities that the Allies
exploited through strategic blockades and bombing raids.

Furthermore, Milward examines the labor force’s composition and utilization. The German economy
increasingly depended on forced labor from occupied countries, a factor that, while augmenting
manpower in the short term, raised moral, logistical, and efficiency concerns. The use of coerced
labor complicated production processes and contributed to resistance and sabotage.

Comparative Perspectives: Germany Versus Allied
Economies

One of the most valuable contributions of Alan S. Milward’s scholarship is his comparative approach.
By juxtaposing Germany’s war economy with those of Britain and the United States, he clarifies why,
despite early successes, Germany ultimately could not sustain a long-term war effort.

Economic Scale and Resource Endowment

The United States and the Soviet Union, with their vast natural resources and industrial bases, held
significant advantages over Germany. Milward emphasizes that Germany’s relatively smaller
economy and limited access to raw materials constrained its capacity to wage a prolonged conflict.

For example, the United States’ production output dwarfed Germany’s by 1943-44, both in terms of
military hardware and civilian goods supporting the war effort. This disparity translated into
overwhelming material superiority on the battlefield, which Germany’s efforts at synthetic production
and economic reorganization could not offset.



Impact of Strategic Bombing and Disruption

Milward also investigates how Allied bombing campaigns targeted German industrial and
transportation infrastructure, severely disrupting production and supply chains. Unlike some earlier
interpretations that downplayed the effect of strategic bombing, Milward argues that such campaigns
were instrumental in undermining Germany’s war economy.

The destruction of factories, railways, and oil refineries not only reduced output but also forced the
diversion of resources into repair and air defense, further straining the economy. This aspect of
economic warfare demonstrated the interconnectedness of military strategy and economic capacity.

Legacy and Influence of “The German Economy at War”

Since its publication, Alan S. Milward’s “The German Economy at War” has become a cornerstone text
for historians, economists, and military analysts seeking to understand the complexities of wartime
economies. Its balanced, evidence-based approach challenges myths and offers a sober assessment
of the limits of economic mobilization under authoritarian regimes.

Milward’s work also has broader implications for the study of how economies function under extreme
duress, providing lessons about the interplay of political ideology, economic planning, and resource
management. His insights continue to inform debates on economic resilience, state intervention, and
the relationship between war and economic performance.

In contemporary discussions about economic warfare and national mobilization, the nuanced
perspective Milward offers remains highly relevant. His careful dissection of the German wartime
economy underscores the importance of structural factors, rather than just leadership or ideology, in
determining a nation’s capacity to sustain conflict.

Exploring the German economy through Milward’s lens reveals the multifaceted challenges faced by
wartime governments and the delicate balance between military ambition and economic reality. It
invites ongoing reflection on how economies can be shaped—and sometimes strained—to meet the
extraordinary demands of war.

The German Economy At War Alan S Milward

  the german economy at war alan s milward: War, Economy and Society, 1939-1945 Alan S.
Milward, 2023-04-28 This remarkable book should be the standard work for a long time. A true
comparative study, it relates the experience of all the main countries (and sometimes others) to a
series of key issues that are deftly analyzed and not just described. In addition to the
basics--production, consumption, food, finance and organization--the book deals with such famous
themes as war as the bringer-of-growth and stimulus-to-technology, and such special questions as
the exploitation of occupied areas and economic warfare. Throughout, Professor Milward of
Manchester relates economics to strategy in an illuminating way. --Foreign Affairs An admirable
state-of-the-arts report on what we know about how agriculture, population, technology, labor,
industrial production, and public finance were affected by the war. He also sets out some highly
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challenging findings concerning the rationale and effectiveness of economic strategy as applied b
the main powers. And he has tentatively advanced some large concepts about the nature of
advanced economies as revealed by the manner in which they strove to cope with the war. His
approach is broadly comparative: he gives us an account not only of the relative economic
performance of individual European powers, but also of the Japanese and American war economies,
plus a few observations on the situation in many smaller countries from Australia to Yugoslavia. The
book is a mine of information and arresting concepts. --American Historical Review Milward displays
an impressive mastery of his material, both from a historical and economic point of view. He uses
quantification effectively, but the book can be read with ease and pleasure by those who are neither
trained in nor interested in econometrics. Lucidly written, this superb work deserves a much wider
audience than merely specialists. --Journal of Economic Literature Milward's portrayal of events
operates on the proposition that strategic deicions cannot be understood apart from the economic
considerations which each leader or government had to take into account. . . . a permanent
contribution to our understanding of World War II. Henceforth it will be hard to escape his
contention that the big battalions that counted were those on the production line. --Journal of
Interdisciplinary History This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which
commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds
and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes
high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology.
This title was originally published in 1979. This remarkable book should be the standard work for a
long time. A true comparative study, it relates the experience of all the main countries (and
sometimes others) to a series of key issues that are deftly analyzed and not just described. In
addition
  the german economy at war alan s milward: The German Economy at War Alan S. Milward,
2015-11-19 This title describes the development of Germany's war economy in the light of the
unpublished documentary material which was captured in 1945 including records from the Reich
Ministry of Armaments and Munitions, notes made by Albert Speer of his conferences with Hitler,
many papers of the economic and munitions section of the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht and of its
chief, General Thomas, as well as some papers of private armament firms such as Messerschmitt. It
presents a detailed study of a contest for power at the highest levels of the National Socialist
hierarchy, making this invaluable reading for studies in military and German history, politics and
studies in totalitarianism.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Fascist Italy at War James J. Sadkovich,
2025-03-27 Rather than a chronological account, this history contains discussions of topics ranging
from economics and diplomacy to industrial capacity and armored doctrine. The author challenges
claims that Italians were militarily incompetent by examining the influence of demography, natural
resources, industrial capacity, and Italy’s allies on its war efforts during both world wars. He also
challenges assertions that ideology determined the choice of allies and formulation of military
doctrine, and arguments that Italy’s war effort was negligible in world wars. Based on primary and
secondary sources, this revisionist history contains seventy-four tables and arguments rarely found
in the literature in English.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Paying for Hitler's War Jonas Scherner,
Eugene N. White, 2016-03-21 Paying for Hitler's War is a comparative economic study of twelve
Nazi-occupied countries during World War II.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: The Third Reich at War Richard J. Evans,
2009-03-19 An absorbing, revelatory, and definitive account of one of the greatest tragedies in
human history, by the author of The Coming of the Third Reich, The Third Reich in Power, and
Hitler's People “This is history in the grand style, the kind of large-scale narrative that few historians
dare to write these days. It is difficult to imagine how it could be improved upon, let alone
surpassed. —The Washington Post This superb book is not simply a military history; it is a
comprehensive portrait of a society at war...A masterpiece of historical research and analysis...Likely



to remain the best study of the Third Reich at war for many years to come. —The Christian Science
Monitor Adroitly blending narrative, description, and analysis, Richard J. Evans portrays a society
rushing headlong to self-destruction and taking much of Europe with it. Interweaving a broad
narrative of the war's progress from a wide range of people, Evans reveals the dynamics of a society
plunged into war at every level. The great battles and events of the conflict are here, but just as
telling is Evans's re- creation of the daily experience of ordinary Germans in wartime. At the center
of the book is the Nazi extermination of the Jews. The Third Reich at War lays bare the most
momentous and tragic years of the Nazi regime.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Prisoners of War and Forced Labour
Marianne Neerland Soleim, 2020-06-01 Early research on the Holocaust was characterized by
studies of the extermination of the Jews without other victims of the Nazi policy of extermination
being included. In the past twenty years, there has been a greater focus on such topics as prisoners
of war and forced labourers in the Third Reich among scholars. This development of a wider
perspective in research topics has revealed a need for more primary research. Based on this
viewpoint, it was established that a need existed to expand the historical perspective by connecting
the Holocaust with the treatment of prisoners of war. This book’s main goal is to make a
contribution to the strengthening of studies on prisoners of war and forced labour. The volume
consists of papers first presented at the Falstad symposium “Prisoners of War and Forced Labour—
Histories of War and Occupation”, held at the Falstad Centre on November 20-21, 2008. Topics of
the symposium included prisoners of war; prisoners in concentration and extermination camps,
people imprisoned for political or racial reasons; and forced labour, meaning civilians forced to
migrate or forced to work for the Germans. The contributions in the book represent a broad
perspective including researchers from the USA, Poland, Austria, Israel, Russia, Finland, the UK and
Norway. The introduction gives a brief overview of how different European countries are dealing
with the problem of overcoming the past and the state of research in some of these countries.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: History of Technology Volume 11 Norman
Smith, 2016-09-30 The technical problems confronting different societies and periods, and the
measures taken to solve them form the concern of this annual collection of essays. Volumes contain
technical articles ranging widely in subject, time and region, as well as general papers on the history
of technology. In addition to dealing with the history of technical discovery and change, History of
Technology also explores the relations of technology to other aspects of life -- social, cultural and
economic -- and shows how technological development has shaped, and been shaped by, the society
in which it occurred.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: New Perspectives on Austrians and World
War II Fritz Plasser, 2017-09-05 For more than a generation after World War II, offi cial
government doctrine and many Austrians insisted they had been victims of Nazi aggression in 1938
and, therefore, bore no responsibility for German war crimes. During the past twenty years this
myth has been revised to include a more complex past, one with both Austrian perpetrators and
victims.Part one describes soldiers from Austria who fought in the German Wehrmacht, a history
only recently unearthed. Richard Germann covers units and theaters Austrian fought in, while Th
omas Grischany demonstrates how well they fought. Ela Hornung looks at case studies of
denunciation of fellow soldiers, while Barbara Stelzl-Marx analyzes Austrian soldiers who were
active in resistance at the end of the war. Stefan Karner summarizes POW treatment on the Eastern
front. Part two deals with the increasingly diffi cult life on the Austrian homefront. Fritz Keller takes
a look at how Vienna survived growing food shortages. Ingrid Bhler takes a rare look at life in
small-town Austria. Andrea Strutz analyzes narratives of Jewish refugees forced to leave for the
United States. Peter Ruggenthaler and Philipp Lesiak examine the use of slave laborers. And Brigitte
Kepplinger summarizes the Nazi euthanasia program.The third part deals with legacies of the war,
particularly postwar restitution and memory issues. Based on new sources from Soviet archives,
Nikita Petrov describes the Red Army liberation. Winfried Garscha analyzes postwar war crimes
trials against Austrians. Brigitte Bailer-Galanda and Eva Blimlinger present a survey of postwar



restitution of property. And Heidemarie Uhl deals with Austrian memories of the war.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to
the Nuclear Age Peter Paret, Gordon A. Craig, Felix Gilbert, 2010-10-01 Authoritative and
convincing.—New York Times Book Review The classic reference on the theory and practice of war
The essays in this volume analyze war, its strategic characterisitics, and its political and social
functions over the past five centuries. The diversity of its themes and the broad perspectives applied
to them make the book a work of general history as much as a history of the theory and practice of
war from the Renaissance to the present. Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to the
Nuclear Age takes the first part of its title from an earlier collection of essays that became a classic
of historical scholarship. Three essays are repinted from the earlier book while four others have
been extensively revised. The rest—twenty-two essays—are new. The subjects addressed range from
major theorists and political and military leaders to impersonal forces. Machiavelli, Clausewitz, and
Marx and Engels are discussed, as are Napoleon, Churchill, and Mao. Other essays trace the
interaction of theory and experience over generations—the evolution of American strategy, for
instance, or the emergence of revolutionary war in the modern world. Still others analyze the
strategy of particular conflicts—the First and Second World Wars—or the relationship between
technology, policy, and war in the nuclear age. Whatever its theme, each essay places the specifics
of military thought and action in their political, social, and economic environment. Together, the
contributors have produced a book that reinterprets and illuminates war, one of the most powerful
forces in history and one that cannot be controlled in the future without an understanding of its past.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Churchill and Hitler David Jablonsky,
2014-01-14 This collection of essays examines the development of Churchill and Hitler as strategic
leaders and analyses in particular the impact of their formative years on their leadership styles,
operational codes', views on civilmilitary relations, and approaches to the conduct of war at
strategic, operational and tactical levels. Ultimately, victory depended on the calculated use of all
the means of national power military, political, psychological and economic to achieve the national
end. These essays demonstrate it was Churchill who best understood that calculation.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Industrial Collaboration in Nazi-Occupied
Europe Hans Otto Frøland, Mats Ingulstad, Jonas Scherner, 2016-09-22 This book brings together
leading experts to assess how and whether the Nazis were successful in fostering collaboration to
secure the resources they required during World War II. These studies of the occupation regimes in
Norway and Western Europe reveal that the Nazis developed highly sophisticated instruments of
exploitation beyond oppression and looting. The authors highlight that in comparison to the heavy
manufacturing industries of Western Europe, Norway could provide many raw materials that the
German war machine desperately needed, such as aluminium, nickel, molybdenum and fish. These
chapters demonstrate that the Nazis provided incentives to foster economic collaboration, hoping
that these would make every mine, factory and smelter produce at its highest level of capacity. All
readers will learn about the unique part of Norwegian economic collaboration during this period and
discover the rich context of economic collaboration across Europe during World War II.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: A Concise Economic History of the World Rondo
E. Cameron, 1993 This classic book offers a broad sweep of economic history from prehistoric times
to the present, and explores the disparity of wealth among nations. Now in its fourth edition, A
Concise Economic History of the World includes expanded coverage of recent developments in the
European Union, transition economies, and East Asia.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: The Second World War: Europe and the
Mediterranean Thomas E. Griess, 2002 ​*** OVER 210,000 WEST POINT MILITARY HISTORY
SERIES SETS IN PRINT ​*** From the prewar development of the German war machine to the
ultimate victory of the Allied coalition, here is an in-depth analysis of the battles that raged on the
Western and Eastern Fronts. It examines the major strategies, the innovative tactics, and the new
generation of weapons--along with the people who used them.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Why War? Ideology, Theory, and History Keith



L. Nelson, Spencer C. Olin, 2023-09-01 Instead of proposing another theory of war, their goal is a
more modest one of raising the theoretical consciousness of historians. Specifically, they argue that
'1) ideology does influence theory, 2) historians do have ideologies as well as theories . . . about
which they are not always conscious or consistent, and 3) we can better understand, compare, and
evaluate what historians are saying when we comprehend their ideological and theoretical
perspectives.' They attempt then, to classify historical interpretations of war according to their
ideological/ theoretical orientations, however covert. --Perspective Nelson and Olin .. . are concerned
with enhancing history's social utility by advancing its capacity to produce generalizations that can
explain or predict events and are subject to empirical testing. Their exploration of historical
generalization focuses on an issue itself of the highest importance, the causes of war; but their aim
is also to create a model for historical generalization applicable to other issues. They argue that to
understand generalizations in history, one must recognize their roots in theory, and that historians'
theories in turn proceed from their own ideologies. To demonstrate, they survey theories about the
causes of war that have come out of conservative, liberal, and radical ideologies. . . . any historian
will profit from this rigorous approach to the problem. --Choice Learned and suggestive, this book
clarifies much of what is already known, and points toward new ways of understanding. --Library
Journal Instead of proposing another theory of war, their goal is a more modest one of raising the
theoretical consciousness of historians. Specifically, they argue that '1) ideology does influence
theory, 2) historians do have ideologies as well as theories . .
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Occupied Economies Hein A.M. Klemann,
Sergei Kudryashov, 2013-05-09 What were the consequences of the German occupation for the
economy of occupied Europe? After Germany conquered major parts of the European continent, it
was faced with a choice between plundering the suppressed countries and using their economies to
supply its needs. The choices made not only differed from country to country, but also changed over
the course of the war. Individual leaders; the economic needs of the Reich; the military situation;
struggles between governors of occupied countries and Berlin officials; and finally racism, all had an
impact on the outcome. In some countries the emphasis was placed on production for German
warfare, which kept these economies functioning. New research, presented for the first time in this
book, shows that as a consequence the economic setback in these areas was limited, and therefore
post-war recovery was relatively easy. However, in other countries, plundering was more
characteristic, resulting in partisan activity, a collapse of normal society and a dramatic destruction
not only of the economy but in some countries of a substantial proportion of the labour force. In
these countries, post-war recovery was almost impossible.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: A History of Nazi Germany Joseph W.
Bendersky, 2000 This balanced history offers a concise, readable introduction to Nazi Germany.
Combining compelling narrative storytelling with analysis, Joseph W. Bendersky offers an
authoritative survey of the major political, economic, and social factors that powered the rise and fall
of the Third Reich. The book incorporates significant research of recent years, analysis of the politics
of memory, postwar German controversies about World War II and the Nazi era, and more on
non-Jewish victims. Delving into the complexity of social life within the Nazi state, it also
reemphasizes the crucial role played by racial ideology in determining the policies and practices of
the Third Reich. Bendersky paints a fascinating picture of how average citizens negotiated their way
through both the threatening power behind certain Nazi policies and the strong enticements to
acquiesce or collaborate. His classic treatment provides an invaluable overview of a subject that
retains its historical significance and contemporary importance. -- Text refers to later edition.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Valley of Darkness Thomas R. H. Havens,
1986-07-10 This volume portrays the daily life of ordinary Japanese civilians on the home front
during World War Two. Drawing extensively on wartime records and early postwar recollections of
people who lived through the war era, the book reveals a surprisingly cohesive society that bore up
remarkably well. Originally published by W.W. Norton and Company in 1978.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: From World War to Cold War David Reynolds,



2006-02-23 The 1940s was probably the most dramatic and decisive decade of the 20th century. This
volume explores the Second World War and the origins of the Cold War from the vantage point of
two of the great powers of that era, Britain and the USA, and of their wartime leaders, Churchill and
Roosevelt. It also looks at their chequered relations with Stalin and at how the Grand Alliance
crumbled into an undesired Cold War. But this is not simply a story of top-level diplomacy. David
Reynolds explores the social and cultural implications of the wartime Anglo-American alliance,
particularly the impact of nearly three million GIs on British life, and reflects more generally on the
importance of cultural issues in the study of international history. This book persistently challenges
popular stereotypes - for instance on Churchill in 1940 or his Iron Curtain speech. It probes cliches
such as 'the special relationship' and even 'the Second World War'. And it offers new views of the
familiar, such as the Fall of France in 1940 or Franklin Roosevelt as 'the wheelchair president'.
Incisive and readable, written by a leading international historian, these essays encourage us to
rethink our understanding of this momentous period in world history.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: Europe Reborn Harold James, 2014-07-10 In the
early twentieth century brutal nation-states such as Mussolini’s Italy, Stalin’s Russia and Hitler’s
Germany came to the fore and the twin evils of dictatorship and war ensured the rapid destruction of
liberal democracy, market economics and the international order. In contrast, the latter half was
concerned with re-thinking and re-shaping these core values which still guide political life after the
millennium. Harold James analyses the failures and achievements of the twentieth century. The
demands of the post-war period, namely the place of Europe in a wider international order are also
examined. Features include: Boxed Case Studies Maps Plates Figures Short Biographies
Chronologies Statistical Appendix James lucidly argues that European societies today are dominated
by the trend to converge around the principles of democracy, market economics and international
integration. He shows that the stability brought by the gradual unwinding of the nation-state and the
end of left-right politics have created a Europe ‘reborn’.
  the german economy at war alan s milward: A World at Total War Roger Chickering, Stig
Förster, Bernd Greiner, German Historical Institute (Washington, D.C.), 2005 This volume presents
the results of a conference on the history of total war.
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