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Struck by Genius: How a Brain Injury Made Me Mathematical Marvel Jason Padgett

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett is a story
that captivates anyone fascinated by the mysteries of the human brain and the unexpected ways
trauma can alter perception. Jason Padgett’s journey from an ordinary furniture salesman to a
mathematical savant is nothing short of astounding. His experience not only challenges our
understanding of brain injuries but also opens the door to the remarkable phenomenon of acquired
savant syndrome. If you’ve ever wondered how a traumatic event could transform someone’s
cognitive abilities to such a profound extent, Jason’s story is a compelling narrative that blends
science, resilience, and inspiration.

The Unlikely Beginning: From Trauma to
Transformation

Jason Padgett was not your typical math genius. Before his life-altering injury, he struggled with
numbers, had no interest in mathematics, and lived an average life. However, everything changed
one night in 2002 when he was violently attacked outside a karaoke bar. The blow to his head
resulted in a severe concussion and a traumatic brain injury that would forever alter his brain’s
wiring.

In the aftermath of the attack, Jason began experiencing vivid visual phenomena—geometric
patterns, fractals, and shapes appeared everywhere. What might have seemed like a hallucination to
others was, for Jason, a new way of seeing the world. His brain injury unlocked an extraordinary
ability to perceive complex mathematical structures in everyday objects.

Understanding Acquired Savant Syndrome

Jason Padgett’s case is a prime example of acquired savant syndrome, a rare condition where
individuals develop extraordinary skills after brain injury or disease. Unlike congenital savants, who
are born with their abilities, acquired savants experience a sudden and dramatic emergence of
talent due to changes in brain function.

Researchers studying Jason discovered that his brain injury enhanced activity in the right
hemisphere, particularly in areas responsible for visual and mathematical processing. This
neuroplasticity—the brain’s capacity to reorganize itself—allowed Jason to develop an instinctive
understanding of complex mathematical concepts such as fractals, prime numbers, and perfect
numbers.



Struck by Genius: How a Brain Injury Made Me
Mathematical Marvel Jason Padgett

Jason’s journey was detailed in the book *Struck by Genius*, co-authored with Dr. Maureen Seaberg.
The book offers an intimate look at the challenges and breakthroughs he experienced as he
navigated this new reality. The phrase “struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical
marvel Jason Padgett” perfectly encapsulates the paradox of his transformation—how trauma
unlocked genius.

Life Before the Injury

Before the attack, Jason led a fairly ordinary life in Tacoma, Washington. He was a self-described
average student and had no particular interest in mathematics or science. His focus was on his
business and social life, and he never imagined that numbers or patterns would soon dominate his
existence.

The Aftermath and New Perceptions

Following the injury, Jason initially struggled with memory loss and cognitive difficulties, common
symptoms after a concussion. However, within months, the strange visual phenomena began to
emerge. He saw the world as a series of intricate patterns, lines, and shapes. At first, this was
overwhelming and confusing, but gradually Jason learned to interpret these patterns
mathematically.

This shift in perception was not just a curiosity—it became a lifelong passion. Jason began teaching
himself advanced mathematics, often using the patterns he saw as a guide. His newfound abilities
astonished neuroscientists and mathematicians alike.

Exploring the Mathematics Behind the Marvel

Jason’s story is not just about extraordinary talent; it also provides insight into the beauty and
complexity of mathematics as a universal language. The patterns he perceives are often
fractals—infinitely complex structures that look similar at any scale. Understanding fractals requires
a deep grasp of geometry, algebra, and calculus, all of which Jason mastered through self-study.

Fractals and Their Fascination

Fractals are fascinating because they reveal the hidden order within apparent chaos. From the
branching of trees to the formation of snowflakes, fractals describe many natural phenomena.
Jason’s ability to visualize these forms with such clarity is a testament to the brain’s untapped
potential.



Prime and Perfect Numbers

Beyond fractals, Jason developed an intuitive understanding of prime numbers—numbers only
divisible by 1 and themselves—and perfect numbers, which are equal to the sum of their divisors.
These are advanced mathematical concepts that most people struggle to grasp even in formal
education.

His ability to comprehend and visualize these abstract ideas provided valuable insights for
mathematical research and inspired scientists to explore new avenues in cognitive science.

The Neuroscience Behind Jason’s Transformation

How exactly did a brain injury enable Jason to access such extraordinary skills? The answer lies in
the brain’s remarkable adaptability and the complex interplay between different regions.

Neuroplasticity: The Brain’s Ability to Rewire

Neuroplasticity refers to the brain’s ability to reorganize its structure, function, and connections in
response to injury or new experiences. In Jason’s case, the trauma likely caused some regions to
become hyperactive or connected in new ways, enhancing his visual and mathematical processing.

The Right Brain Advantage

Traditionally, the right hemisphere of the brain is associated with spatial awareness, creativity, and
holistic thinking. Jason’s injury appears to have amplified these functions, allowing him to perceive
mathematical patterns visually rather than abstractly.

Implications for Cognitive Science

Jason’s case offers hope for understanding how latent talents might be unlocked in the human brain.
It challenges the assumption that cognitive abilities are fixed and suggests that even after injury, the
brain can surprise us with newfound capacities.

Living as a Mathematical Marvel

Jason Padgett’s life after his transformation has been a mix of challenges and triumphs. Adjusting to
his new way of seeing the world was initially isolating, as few people could relate to his experiences.



Adapting to New Realities

The constant influx of geometric images and patterns was sometimes overwhelming. Jason had to
learn coping mechanisms to manage sensory overload while nurturing his talents.

Sharing His Gift

Instead of hiding his abilities, Jason embraced them. He became a public speaker, author, and
advocate for brain injury awareness. He uses his story to inspire others facing adversity and to
promote understanding of neurological diversity.

Tips from Jason’s Experience

For those curious about cognitive enhancement or recovering from brain injury, Jason’s journey
offers some valuable lessons:

e Embrace neuroplasticity: The brain is capable of change at any age. Engaging in new
challenges can foster growth.

e Be patient with recovery: Cognitive shifts after injury may be gradual and require
persistence.

¢ Seek support: Connecting with communities and professionals can aid adjustment.

¢ Explore new interests: Sometimes, unexpected talents emerge from adversity—stay open to
discovery.

The Broader Impact of Jason Padgett’s Story

Jason’s transformation has resonated far beyond his personal experience. It sheds light on the
hidden potential within the human mind and offers a fresh perspective on brain injuries.

Changing Perceptions of Brain Injury

Traditionally viewed as solely debilitating, brain injuries may also trigger unique cognitive
phenomena. Jason’s case encourages a more nuanced understanding of neurological trauma.



Inspiring Scientific Research

Scientists studying Jason’s brain hope to unlock new therapies and techniques for enhancing
cognition and treating brain damage. His story is a catalyst for investigating the boundaries of
human intelligence.

Encouraging Public Awareness

Through his book *Struck by Genius* and public talks, Jason raises awareness about the
complexities of brain function and the possibilities of recovery and growth.

Jason Padgett’s story is a vivid reminder that sometimes, genius emerges from the most unexpected
places. The phrase struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel Jason Padgett
encapsulates a journey of pain, discovery, and extraordinary talent. His life challenges us to rethink
what the brain is capable of and to appreciate the profound mysteries residing within us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Struck by Genius' by Jason
Padgett?

The main theme of 'Struck by Genius' is how a traumatic brain injury transformed Jason Padgett into
a mathematical prodigy, revealing the brain's potential for neuroplasticity and extraordinary
abilities.

Who is Jason Padgett and why is he notable?

Jason Padgett is the author of 'Struck by Genius' and is notable for becoming a mathematical savant
after a brain injury, gaining extraordinary skills in mathematics and visualization.

How did Jason Padgett's brain injury occur?

Jason Padgett suffered a brain injury after being attacked and mugged outside a karaoke bar, which
led to a concussion and subsequent changes in his cognitive abilities.

What new abilities did Jason Padgett develop after his brain
injury?

After his brain injury, Jason Padgett developed synesthesia and an extraordinary ability to visualize
complex mathematical concepts and geometric patterns.



Does 'Struck by Genius' provide insights into neuroplasticity?

Yes, the book provides insights into neuroplasticity, demonstrating how the brain can reorganize
itself and develop new abilities following trauma.

How has Jason Padgett contributed to mathematics or science
after his injury?

Jason Padgett has contributed by sharing his unique perspectives on math and geometry, creating
intricate drawings, and inspiring interest in brain science and cognitive abilities.

Is 'Struck by Genius' an autobiography or a scientific analysis?

'Struck by Genius' is primarily an autobiography that combines Jason Padgett's personal story with
explanations of neuroscience and mathematics.

What role does synesthesia play in Jason Padgett's new
abilities?

Synesthesia allows Jason Padgett to perceive mathematical concepts as visual patterns and colors,
enhancing his cognitive processing and artistic expression.

What message does 'Struck by Genius' convey about human
potential?

The book conveys a message of hope and the incredible, sometimes unexpected potential of the
human brain to adapt and develop extraordinary abilities even after trauma.

Additional Resources
Struck by Genius: How a Brain Injury Made Me Mathematical Marvel Jason Padgett

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett is a
remarkable narrative that challenges conventional understanding of brain function and human
potential. Jason Padgett’s extraordinary transformation from an average individual into a
mathematical prodigy following a traumatic brain injury has captivated neuroscientists,
psychologists, and the general public alike. This phenomenon not only sheds light on the brain’s
plasticity but also raises profound questions about latent cognitive capabilities and the nature of
genius.

The Unfolding of an Unlikely Genius

Before his injury, Jason Padgett was a typical furniture salesman with no particular interest or
aptitude in mathematics. His life took an unexpected turn after a violent assault in 2002, which
resulted in a severe concussion. What followed was an unprecedented cognitive metamorphosis.



Padgett began to see the world through a lens of intricate geometric patterns and mathematical
formulas, effectively becoming a savant in the realm of numbers and shapes.

This transformation, often described as “struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical
marvel Jason Padgett,” offers an intriguing case study into acquired savant syndrome. Unlike
congenital savants who display innate extraordinary abilities, Padgett’s skills were awakened by his
brain trauma, suggesting that injury-induced neural rewiring can unlock dormant faculties.

Acquired Savant Syndrome and Brain Plasticity

Acquired savant syndrome is an extremely rare condition where individuals develop prodigious
talents after brain damage or disease. Jason Padgett’s case is one of the most documented examples,
illustrating how brain injury can paradoxically enhance certain cognitive domains. His ability to
visualize complex mathematical concepts, such as fractals, symmetry, and chaos theory, emerged
spontaneously after the accident.

Neuroscientific investigations attribute such phenomena to the brain’s remarkable plasticity—the
capacity to reorganize neural pathways and compensate for damaged areas. In Padgett’s situation,
the injury likely disinhibited right hemisphere functions, associated with spatial reasoning and
pattern recognition, thereby amplifying his mathematical visualization skills.

Struck by Genius: The Mathematical Vision

Jason Padgett’s newfound abilities allowed him to perceive mathematical structures in everyday
objects and natural phenomena. For example, he could see the geometric underpinnings of a
raindrop’s splash or the intricate symmetry in the folds of a leaf. This visual-mathematical
synesthesia is a defining feature of his genius and has been described in his own words as seeing
“numbers everywhere.”

His artistic output, primarily in the form of detailed sketches and digital renderings, reflects this
unique perspective. Padgett’s drawings often incorporate fractals, repetitive patterns that exhibit
self-similarity across scales, illustrating mathematical concepts that are typically abstract and
difficult to visualize.

The Role of Visualization in Mathematical Cognition

Visualization is a critical component of advanced mathematical thinking. It aids in conceptualizing
abstract ideas and solving complex problems. Jason Padgett’s ability to visualize mathematical
entities is not merely a byproduct of his injury but a profound enhancement of cognitive processing,
enabling him to intuitively grasp concepts that elude many trained mathematicians.

Studies in cognitive science underscore how spatial and visual skills correlate with mathematical
aptitude. Padgett’s case exemplifies this relationship, demonstrating that enhanced visual
perception can facilitate extraordinary mathematical insight.



Implications for Neuroscience and Education

The story of Jason Padgett challenges prevailing views on intelligence and learning. If a traumatic
brain injury can unlock such remarkable abilities, it prompts reconsideration of the brain’s latent
capacities. For neuroscientists, Padgett’s experience provides a valuable window into understanding
how neural networks adapt and how skills might be cultivated or rehabilitated.

From an educational standpoint, this case advocates for a more individualized approach to learning,
emphasizing the potential for diverse cognitive strategies. It also sparks interest in exploring how
sensory experiences and neurological variations influence mathematical creativity.

¢ Neuroplasticity: Padgett’s case exemplifies how brain circuits can reorganize following
trauma, leading to new abilities.

e Visual Thinking: His talents highlight the importance of visual-spatial reasoning in
mathematical problem-solving.

e Potential for Rehabilitation: Understanding acquired savant syndrome could inform
therapeutic practices for brain injury patients.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its inspirational nature, the “struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical
marvel Jason Padgett” narrative is not without skeptics. Some researchers caution against
romanticizing brain injuries, as they often result in debilitating consequences rather than gifts.
Furthermore, acquired savant syndrome remains exceedingly rare, limiting generalizability.

There are also questions regarding the sustainability of such talents and whether Padgett’s abilities
represent enhanced creativity or an altered perceptual experience. Nonetheless, his case remains a
powerful testament to the complexity of human cognition.

Jason Padgett in the Public Eye

Jason Padgett’s story gained widespread attention through media coverage, documentaries, and his
co-authored book, “Struck by Genius.” He has since become an advocate for brain injury awareness
and education on neuroplasticity. His journey from victim to visionary has inspired many and
continues to fuel discussions about the brain’s untapped potential.

His experience also invites reflection on the nature of genius itself—whether it is an innate trait, a
product of environment and experience, or, as Padgett’s transformation suggests, sometimes a

latent capacity waiting to be unlocked under extraordinary circumstances.

In exploring “struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel Jason Padgett,” one



witnesses a convergence of neuroscience, psychology, and personal resilience. His remarkable
transformation underscores the mysteries of the human brain and encourages ongoing inquiry into
the boundaries of human intellect and creativity.

Struck By Genius How A Brain Injury Made Me Mathematical
Marvel Jason Padgett

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Struck by Genius Jason Padgett, Maureen Seaberg, 2014-04-22 From head trauma to scientific
wonder—a “deeply absorbing . . . fascinating” true story of acquired savant syndrome
(Entertainment Weekly). Twelve years ago, Jason Padgett had never made it past pre-algebra. But a
violent mugging forever altered the way his brain worked. It turned an ordinary math-averse student
into an extraordinary young man with a unique gift to see the world as no one else does: water pours
from the faucet in crystalline patterns, numbers call to mind distinct geometric shapes, and intricate
fractal patterns emerge from the movement of tree branches, revealing the intrinsic mathematical
designs hidden in the objects around us. As his ability to understand physics skyrocketed, the
“accidental genius” developed the astonishing ability to draw the complex geometric shapes he saw
everywhere. Overcoming huge setbacks and embracing his new mind, Padgett “gained a vision of
the world that is as beautiful as it is challenging.” Along the way he fell in love, found joy in
numbers, and spent plenty of time having his head examined (The New York Times Book Review).
[llustrated with Jason’s stunning, mathematically precise artwork, his singular story reveals the
wondrous potential of the human brain, and “an incredible phenomenon which points toward
dormant potential—a little Rain Man perhaps—within us all” (Darold A. Treffert, MD, author of
Islands of Genius: The Bountiful Mind of the Autistic, Acquired, and Sudden Savant). “A tale worthy
of Ripley’s Believe It or Not! . . . This memoir sends a hopeful message to families touched by brain
injury, autism, or neurological damage from strokes.” —Booklist “How extraordinary it is to
contemplate the bizarre gifts that might lie within all of us.” —People

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Struck by Genius Jason Padgett, 2015-04-21 No one sees the world quite the way Jason Padgett
does: Water pours from the faucet in crystalline patterns. Each number has a distinct geometric
shape. Fractal patterns emerge from the movement of tree branches and the swirl of cream in his
coffee. The objects around him reveal their hidden mathematical patterns. The amazing thing is that
Jason wasn't born this way. Twelve years ago, he was an ordinary guy, a jock who loved to party and
who hadn't made it past pre-algebra in high school. One night, a vicious blow to the head in an
altercation profoundly and permanently changed the way his brain worked. Jason would eventually
learn that his injury had made him an acquired savant and a synesthete-someone whose blended
sense perception causes such strange effects as the ability to taste shapes, to hear colours and to
see numbers as geometric objects. Suddenly Jason saw the world in a completely different way. As
the first documented case of acquired savant syndrome with his particular type of mathematical
synesthesia, he is a medical marvel. Struck by Genius recounts how Padgett overcame enormous
setbacks and embraced his transformed mind. Along the way he found love, discovered joy in
numbers and spent plenty of time having his head examined. This fascinating and inspiring story
about the abilities that lie hidden within all of us reveals how much we still have to learn about the
wondrous potential of the human brain.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Neuroscience and Education Clarence W. Joldersma, 2016-03-02 This volume makes a philosophical
contribution to the application of neuroscience in education. It frames neuroscience research in
novel ways around educational conceptualizing and practices, while also taking a critical look at
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conceptual problems in neuroeducation and at the economic reasons driving the mind-brain
education movement. It offers alternative approaches for situating neuroscience in educational
research and practice, including non-reductionist models drawing from Dewey and
phenomenological philosophers such as Martin Heidegger and Merleau-Ponty. The volume gathers
together an international bevy of leading philosophers of education who are in a unique position to
contribute conceptually rich and theoretically framed insight on these new developments. The
essays form an emerging dialogue to be used within philosophy of education as well as
neuroeducation, educational psychology, teacher education and curriculum studies.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: The
Creative Brain Anna Abraham, 2024-05-07 A nuanced, science-based understanding of the creative
mind that dispels the pervasive myths we hold about the human brain—but also uncovers the truth
at their cores. What is the relationship between creativity and madness? Creativity and intelligence?
Do psychedelics truly enhance creativity? How should we understand the left and right hemispheres
of the brain? Is the left brain, in fact, the seat of reasoning and the right brain the seat of creativity?
These are just some of the questions Anna Abraham, a renowned expert of human creativity and the
imagination, explores in The Creative Brain, a fascinating deep dive into the origins of the seven
most common beliefs about the human brain. Rather than endorse or debunk these myths, Abraham
traces them back to their origins to explain just how they started and why they spread—and what at
their core is the truth. Drawing on theoretical and empirical work in cognitive psychology and
neuroscience, Abraham offers an examination of human creativity that reveals the true complexity
underlying our conventional beliefs about the brain. The chapters in the book explore the myth of
the right brain as the hemisphere responsible for creativity; the relationship between madness and
creativity, psychedelics and creativity, atypical brains and creativity, and intelligence and creativity;
the various functions of dopamine; and lastly, the default mode revolution, which theorized that the
brain regions most likely to be involved in the creative process are those areas of the brain that are
most active during rest or mind-wandering. An accessible and engaging read, The Creative Brain
gets to the heart of how our creative minds work and why some people are more creative than
others, offering illuminating insights into what on its surface seems to be an endlessly magical
phenomenon.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: Being
a Human Charles Foster, 2021-08-31 NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE ATLANTIC,
KIRKUS REVIEWS, AND NEW STATESMAN A radically immersive exploration of three pivotal
moments in the evolution of human consciousness, asking what kinds of creatures humans were, are,
and might yet be How did humans come to be who we are? In his marvelous, eccentric, and widely
lauded book Being a Beast, legal scholar, veterinary surgeon, and naturalist extraordinaire Charles
Foster set out to understand the consciousness of animal species by living as a badger, otter, fox,
deer, and swift. Now, he inhabits three crucial periods of human development to understand the
consciousness of perhaps the strangest animal of all—the human being. To experience the Upper
Paleolithic era—a turning point when humans became behaviorally modern, painting caves and
telling stories, Foster learns what it feels like to be a Cro-Magnon hunter-gatherer by living in
makeshift shelters without amenities in the rural woods of England. He tests his five impoverished
senses to forage for berries and roadkill and he undertakes shamanic journeys to explore the
connection of wakeful dreaming to religion. For the Neolithic period, when humans stayed in one
place and domesticated plants and animals, forever altering our connection to the natural world, he
moves to a reconstructed Neolithic settlement. Finally, to explore the Enlightenment—the age of
reason and the end of the soul—Foster inspects Oxford colleges, dissecting rooms, cafes, and art
galleries. He finds his world and himself bizarre and disembodied, and he rues the atrophy of our
senses, the cause for much of what ails us. Drawing on psychology, neuroscience, natural history,
agriculture, medical law and ethics, Being a Human is one man’s audacious attempt to feel a
connection with 45,000 years of human history. This glorious, fiercely imaginative journey from our
origins to a possible future ultimately shows how we might best live on earth—and thrive.



struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: The
Flip Jeffrey ]. Kripal, 2019-03-12 “One of the most provocative new books of the year, and, for me,
mindblowing.” —Michael Pollan, author of The Omnivore's Dilemma and How to Change Your Mind
“Kripal makes many sympathetic points about the present spiritual state of America. . . . [He]
continues to believe that spirituality and science should not contradict each other.” —New York
Times Book Review “Kripal prompts us to reflect on our personal assumptions, as well as the shared
assumptions that create and maintain our institutions. . . . [His] work will likely become more and
more relevant to more and more areas of inquiry as the century unfolds. It may even open up a new
space for Americans to reevaluate the personal and cultural narratives they have inherited, and to
imagine alternative futures.” —Los Angeles Review of Books A “flip,” writes Jeffrey J. Kripal, is “a
reversal of perspective,” “a new real,” often born of an extreme, life-changing experience. The Flip is
Kripal’s ambitious, visionary program for unifying the sciences and the humanities to expand our
minds, open our hearts, and negotiate a peaceful resolution to the culture wars. Combining accounts
of rationalists’ spiritual awakenings and consciousness explorations by philosophers, neuroscientists,
and mystics within a framework of the history of science and religion, Kripal compellingly signals a
path to mending our fractured world. Jeffrey J. Kripal holds the J. Newton Rayzor Chair in Philosophy
and Religious Thought at Rice University and is the associate director of the Center for Theory and
Research at the Esalen Institute in Big Sur, California. He has previously taught at Harvard Divinity
School and Westminster College and is the author of eight books, including The Flip. He lives in
Houston, Texas.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Running Wild Novella Anthology Volume 8 James Damis, Erin Jamieson, Jeffrey Hantover, Ronald
Van Rees, 2025-05-05 Sweet Willie Gold Has the BluesAfter a car accident, William Goldman, a nice
middle aged married man wakes from a coma to find that he is a musical savant, able to play note
for note every blues harmonica song he has ever heard. Is his newfound ability a blessing or a
burden? Music or marriage, family or fame, he struggles to answer what he really wants out of his
life.Just You WaitJust You Wait, a contemporary, literary novella, tells the story of Jasmine Whittow,
an intelligent young woman and an only child growing up in privileged familial circumstances.
Eventually she meets and lives with Pietro, an Italian moving to London to join her there, she
learning how easily life, even one of her own choosing, may lead many astray, before falling in love
with someone else she meets in Cornwall.The Day the Sun StoppedChristine wakes to find herself on
a street lined with houses— all identical. Even more disconcerting, she discovers that there' s a
family that claims to be Christine' s— a family with their own secrets.Bit by bit, Christine remembers
her past life— and wonders if she made a terrible mistake. The question is: is it even possible to
return? And what would returning home mean?Filial SojournSummoned by a phone call from a man
telling him his long-estranged father is in his last days, Rutherford McAndrew drives deep into the
upstate boondocks to see him before the end. Instead of impending death, he finds his father the
subject of an unsettling clinical experiment and himself drawn in as an unwilling participant. As he
insidiously becomes entangled in the dark intentions of the strange psychiatric program, his
opportunities to leave diminish.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: Great
Circle of Mysteries Misha Gromov, 2018-08-11 This visionary and engaging book provides a
mathematical perspective on the fundamental ideas of numbers, space, life, evolution, the brain and
the mind. The author suggests how a development of mathematical concepts in the spirit of category
theory may lead to unravelling the mystery of the human mind and the design of universal learning
algorithms. The book is divided into two parts, the first of which describes the ideas of great
mathematicians and scientists, those who saw sparks of light in the dark sea of unknown. The
second part, Memorandum Ergo, reflects on how mathematics can contribute to the understanding
of the mystery of thought. It argues that the core of the human mind is a structurally elaborated
object that needs a creation of a broad mathematical context for its understanding. Readers will
discover the main properties of the expected mathematical objects within this context, called



ERGO-SYSTEMS, and readers will see how these “systems” may serve as prototypes for design of
universal learning computer programs. This is a work of great, poetical insight and is richly
illustrated. It is a highly attractive read for all those who welcome a mathematical and scientific way
of thinking about the world.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: We
Walk Amy S. F. Lutz, 2020-10-15 In this collection of beautiful and raw essays, Amy S. F. Lutz writes
openly about her experience—the positive and the negative—as a mother of a now
twenty-one-year-old son with severe autism. Lutz's human emotion drives through each page and
challenges commonly held ideas that define autism either as a disease or as neurodiversity. We Walk
is inspired by her own questions: What is the place of intellectually and developmentally disabled
people in society? What responsibilities do we, as citizens and human beings, have to one another?
Who should decide for those who cannot decide for themselves? What is the meaning of religion to
someone with no abstract language? Exploring these questions, We Walk directly—and
humanly—examines social issues such as inclusion, religion, therapeutics, and friendship through
the lens of severe autism. In a world where public perception of autism is largely shaped by the
quirky geniuses featured on television shows like The Big Bang Theory and The Good Doctor, We
Walk demands that we center our debates about this disorder on those who are most affected by its
impacts.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: The
Space in Between Signe Myers Hovem, 2025-07-30 Are you highly sensitive? Empathetic? Empathic?
An empath? The Space in Between captures the essence of what it means to live as an empath—and
demonstrates how an ordinary person can open up to living an extraordinary life. Longtime spiritual
counselor and seasoned guide Signe Myers Hovem takes readers on a journey through her life,
demystifying empathic receptivity and revealing that it is not a gift or power but a feature of one's
sensory perception and intuition, an ability that allows us to live in extended communication with
nature and humanity. She elucidates the difference between having empathic traits and sensitivities
and actually having the skills and abilities of an empath. And she explores the five different
landscapes and fields of consciousness that provided her with insight and movement as she traveled
her own path of discovery—Field of Reflection, Field of Definition, Field of Sensing, Field of
Awareness and Experience, and Field of Mystery—helping readers to dismantle long-held beliefs,
illuminating the intentional path towards balance and belonging, and encouraging us all to
rediscover what it means to live a truly authentic life. Written for persons who identify as highly
sensitive, as empathic, or as empaths, The Space in Between is a road map to cultivating both
self-awareness and connectivity with the greater world.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Source Code Meditation Michael Cotton, 2018-05-22 Learn to mobilize latent energy in your body
and direct it to energize and awaken your higher brain ¢ Provides a simplified step-by-step guided
process to the higher-brain activation techniques of Source Code Meditation ¢ Explains how to shift
energy out of the lower “survive” brain into the higher “thrive” brain to bring confidence, clarity,
and empowerment for transformative change in all areas of life * Reveals how the “brain first”
techniques of SCM tune the brain to receive meditation, enabling access to deep flow states,
transcendent states of consciousness, and higher brain potential The human brain is like a flowing
river of potential. Until now, that river has been blocked, barricaded, and diverted by the primitive
lower brain. The lower brain hijacks our ability to experience deeper flow and higher transcendent
states of consciousness. It also guards against the full expression of the passionate human heart.
Source Code Meditation (SCM), with its nine summits of transformation, effortlessly re-routes that
lower brain diversion, allowing you to activate latent energy in your body, awaken your higher brain,
enlighten your mind, and set your heart on fire to create a new world. With traditional meditation
techniques, it often takes decades of practice for hours each day to confer significant changes in the
mind and the higher brain. Few of us make it to these rarified states of mind, due to the amount of
time and the intensity of focus needed. With “brain first” SCM techniques, you mobilize latent



energy in the body and direct it to energize and awaken the higher brain before meditation begins.
With the higher brain prepped and tuned, meditation is efficiently received, leading to quantum
breakthroughs in higher consciousness without years of practice as well as access to deep flow
states, transcendent states of consciousness, and higher brain potential. Providing a simplified
step-by-step guided process to SCM, Dr. Michael Cotton explains how to shift energy out of the
lower “survive” brain into the higher “thrive” brain to bring confidence, clarity, and empowerment
for transformative change in all areas of life. Distilled from the world’s most comprehensive
philosophy, Integral Metatheory, SCM offers not only a way to create the brain state necessary to
change the mind, but the crystal clarity needed to use these advanced meditative states to actualize
your potential and live your destiny to the fullest.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Bouncing Forward Michaela Haas, 2016-12-27 The first book of its kind in the new science of
posttraumatic growth: A cutting-edge look at how trauma survivors find healing and new
resilience,--Amazon.com.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Family Constellations Damian Janus, 2022-02-16 Based on the knowledge derived from family
constellations, a therapeutic method developed by Bert Hellinger, Janus investigates other
psychotherapeutic approaches and introduces a new perspective on human behavior. Janus
addresses debated issues like nature versus nurture, the role of unconscious factors in shaping
behavior, and the structure of the conscience, arguing that family constellations offer new
understandings for the fields of psychotherapy, psychology, anthropology, and religious studies.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Psychopathology and Religion Damian Janus, 2019-02-08 In this book, Damian Janus examines
the connections between psychopathological phenomena and religion. Janus contends that there are
certain factors—fear of death, desire for power and longevity, and need for predictability of life and
longing for care—which reside within the framework of religion and mental disorders. These factors
shapethe psychopathological image and contribute to the genesis of religiosity. He explores this
contention in his analysis of various mental disorders (neuroses, personality disorders, dissociative
disorders, psychoses, eating disorders) and symptoms (delusions, hallucinations, self-destructive
behaviors), as well as more common psychological phenomena.This book is recommended for
scholars of psychology, religion, and philosophy as well as psychotherapists.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Dreaming Wide Awake David Jay Brown, 2016-08-15 A detailed guide to mastering lucid dreaming
for physical and emotional healing, enhanced creativity, and spiritual awakening ¢ Offers methods to
improve lucid dreaming abilities and techniques for developing superpowers in the dream realm e
Explains how to enhance dreaming with supplements, herbs, and psychedelics ¢ Explores the ability
of lucid dreamers to communicate with the waking realm and the potential for shared lucid
dreaming and access to our unconscious minds In a lucid dream, you “awaken” within your dream
and realize you are dreaming. With this extraordinary sense of awakening comes a clear perception
of the continuity of self between waking and sleeping and the ability to significantly influence what
happens within the dream, giving you the opportunity to genuinely experience anything without
physical or social consequences. In this way, lucid dreaming offers therapeutic opportunities for
fantasy fulfillment, fear confrontation, and releasing the trauma of past experiences. With
development and practice, lucid dreaming can provide a powerful path to greater awareness,
heightened creativity, spiritual awakening, and communication with the vast interconnected web of
cosmic consciousness. In this detailed guide to mastering the practice of lucid dreaming, David Jay
Brown draws from his more than 20 years’ experience using these techniques and his interactions
with dozens of experts on consciousness, physics, dreaming, and entheogens, such as Stanley
Krippner, Rupert Sheldrake, Stephen LaBerge, Robert Waggoner, Dean Radin, Terence McKenna,
and many others. He explores the intimate relationship between lucid dreaming, shamanic
journeying, visionary plants, and psychedelic drugs and how they are used for healing and spiritual



development. Offering methods for improving both lucid dreaming and shamanic journeying
abilities, he explains how to enhance dreaming with oneirogens, supplements, herbs, and
psychedelics and offers techniques for developing superpowers in the dream realm. Summarizing
the scientific research on lucid dreaming, Brown explores the ability of lucid dreamers to
communicate with people in the waking realm and the potential for dream telepathy, shared lucid
dreaming, and access to the vast unconscious regions of our minds, opening up a path that takes us
beyond dreaming and waking to dreaming wide awake.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: The
NeuroGeneration Tan Le, 2020-01-21 Brain science is at the dawn of a new era—and the
technologies emerging as a result could forever alter what it means to be human. Welcome to what
tech pioneer and inventor Tan Le calls the NeuroGeneration. It will blow your mind. The human
brain is perhaps the most powerful and mysterious arrangement of matter in the known universe.
New discoveries that unravel this mystery and let us tap into this power offer almost limitless
potential—the ability to reshape ourselves and our thought processes, to improve our health and
extend our lives, and to enhance and augment the ways we interact with the world around us. It may
sound like the stuff of science fiction, but it is quickly becoming reality. In The NeuroGeneration,
award-winning inventor Tan Le explores exciting advancements in brain science and
neurotechnology that are revolutionizing the way we think, work, and heal. Join Le as she
criss-crosses the globe, introducing the brilliant neurotech innovators and neuroscientists at the
frontiers of brain enhancement. Along the way, she shares incredible stories from individuals whose
lives are already being transformed by their inventions—an endurance racer paralyzed in a fall, who
now walks thanks to neural stimulation and an exoskeleton; a man who drives a race car with his
mind; even a color-blind cyborg whose brain implant allows him to hear colors. The
NeuroGeneration reveals the dizzying array of emerging technologies—including cranial stimulation
that makes you learn faster, an artificial hippocampus that restores lost memories, and neural
implants that aim to help us keep up with or even outpace artificial intelligence—that promise to
alter the brain in unprecedented ways, unlocking human potential we never dreamed possible. Le
also explores how these futuristic innovations will impact our world, disrupt the way we do business,
upend healthcare as we know it, and remake our lives in wondrous and unexpected ways. As
fascinating as it is timely, The NeuroGeneration offers a thrilling glimpse of the future of our
species, and how changing our brains can change human life as we know it.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made Maureen Seaberg, 2023-08-08 The Next Big Idea Club, August
2023 Must-Read Book In 2016, scientists proved that humans could see light at the level of a single
photon. We are living in historic times when humans may look at the very fabric of the universe in a
laboratory setting. Around the world, other recent discoveries about the senses are just as
astounding. It turns out we can hear amplitudes smaller than an atom, smell a trillion scents, have a
set of taste buds that can discern molecules of fresh water, and can feel through the sense of touch
the difference of a single molecule. Fearfully and Wonderfully Made takes readers through their own
bodies, delving into the molecular and even the quantum, and tells the story of our magnificent
sensorium and what it means for the next wave of human potential. From the laboratories to the
ordinary homes where these breakthroughs are taking place, the book explores our current sensory
Renaissance and shows readers how they, themselves, can heighten their own senses and
experience the miraculous.

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett:
Meditacion del cdodigo fuente Michael Cotton, El cerebro humano es como un rio que fluye lleno de
potencial. Hasta ahora, este rio estaba bloqueado porque su energia era desviada hacia el cerebro
inferior primitivo, que secuestra nuestra capacidad de experimentar los flujos mas profundos y los
estados de conciencia elevados y trascendentes. También impide la plena expresion del apasionado
corazén humano. La Meditacidon del Cédigo Fuente reorienta ese desvio y libera a la persona.
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inseamna sa fii om Charles Foster, 2025-04-09 Traducere de George Arion Jr. Mai mult decat o
carte, Ce inseamna sa fii om este o experientd, o caldtorie in miezul constiintei noastre. Printr-o
combinatie unica de relatari personale, meditatii filozofice si experimente captivante, Charles
Foster, profesor la Oxford University, ne face sa regandim limitarile viziunii moderne si rationale
asupra lumii si sa exploram adancurile mintii umane. Dincolo de perspectivele stiintifice, de aluziile
literare si de reflectiile introspective, autorul ne cheama sa-1 insotim intr-o cercetare experimentala
a conditiei stramosilor nostri, incercand sa traiasca la fel ca vanatorii-culegatori din Paleolitic sau ca
fermierii din Neolitic. Aceste experimente facute pe viu nu sunt simple cascadorii, ci incercari
autentice de a intelege senzatiile, gandurile si provocarile care au stat la baza umanitatii noastre. Ce
inseamna sa fii om este o calatorie emotionanta in adancurile constiintei umane, in cautarea locului
nostru in lume. Este o carte care ne ramane in minte si dupa ce o terminam de citit, o carte care ne
va face sa vedem lumea din jur cu alti ochi. ,Ce Inseamna sa fii om este deopotriva un tratat erudit si
un fel de jurnalism vizionar; e o marturie de la marginile constiintei noastre imbacsite.” — The
Atlantic ,Foster este un scriitor cu capacitati extraordinare... Ce inseamna sa fii om este o lectie
despre ce sa cauti in natura. Este un discurs despre constiinta pe care am avut-o la inceputurile
omenirii si pe care, de-a lungul mileniilor, am osificat-o. E o carte amuzanta. Emotionanta.
Deschizatoare de orizonturi.” — Forbes ,Foster este un scriitor interesant si un partener antrenant
in aceasta carte neobisnuitd, uneori innebunitoare. Ideea ca noi, ca specie, am pierdut ceva in
trecerea de la animismul nomad la o civilizatie statornica este provocatoare si bine fundamentata.”
— The Guardian

struck by genius how a brain injury made me mathematical marvel jason padgett: Sind
Savants die Zukunft der menschlichen Evolution? Eine neurobiologische Betrachtung des
Savant-Syndroms Felicitas Anna Ottilie Neumann, 2015-03-25 Facharbeit (Schule) aus dem Jahr
2015 im Fachbereich Biologie - Neurobiologie, , Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Unter dem
Gesichtspunkt der heutigen Gesellschaftsstruktur, die auf Leistung und Karriere basiert, fallt ein
kleiner Teil der Bevolkerung mit verbliffenden Fahigkeiten auf - die Savants. Savants bringen sich
uber Nacht Klavierspielen bei, sprechen 20 Sprachen oder kennen den Inhalt von 12.000 Biichern
auswendig. Um ihre Fahigkeiten werden Savants beneidet, denn es scheint, als habe man mit diesen
bessere Voraussetzungen, um in dieser Gesellschaftsstruktur Erfolg zu haben. Erst auf den zweiten
Blick werden auch die mit den Fahigkeiten der Savants einhergehenden Defizite wahrgenommen. In
Anbetracht der Entwicklung von Gesellschaft und Gentechnik frage ich mich, ob Savants die Zukunft
der menschlichen Evolution sind. Die Forschung iiber Savants ist verhaltnismallig jung und deshalb
noch nicht sehr umfangreich. Mittelpunkt der Forschung ist weniger die Entwicklung passender
Hilfestellungen fur Savants, sondern mehr das Ziel, das menschliche Gehirn besser zu verstehen. So
ist es nicht uberraschend, dass unter den wichtigsten Auftraggebern dieser Forschung
Organisationen wie die NASA sind. Die meisten Publikationen, die als Quellen fiir diese Arbeit
fungieren, sind deshalb in englischer Sprache verfasst und auf viele hat man gar nicht oder nur
gegen Bezahlung Zugriff. Es existiert kein umfassendes deutsches Werk iiber das Savant-Syndrom,
vor allem keines aus neurobiologischer Perspektive. Die meisten gehen vom psychologischen
Standpunkt aus, was meiner Meinung nach nicht die ideale Herangehensweise an dieses Syndrom
ist. In dieser Arbeit werde ich zunachst eine Definition des Savant-Syndroms aufstellen und
versuchen, die wichtigsten neurobiologischen Erkenntnisse daruber zusammenzutragen, ehe ich
mich der Beantwortung meiner Forscherfrage widme. Diese Arbeit soll als AnstofS fur weitere
fachlich fundiertere deutsche Ausarbeitungen iiber das Savant-Syndrom dienen.
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