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Social Scenes Speech Therapy: Enhancing Communication Through Visual Supports

social scenes speech therapy is an innovative and effective approach used by
speech-language pathologists to improve communication skills, particularly in
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and other social communication
challenges. This therapy incorporates visual narratives that depict everyday
social situations, helping individuals understand social cues, expectations,
and appropriate responses. By breaking down complex social interactions into
manageable and relatable scenes, social scenes speech therapy offers a
practical tool to build confidence and foster better social engagement.

What Are Social Scenes in Speech Therapy?

Social scenes are carefully crafted visual stories or illustrations that
describe common social situations, such as greeting a friend, asking for
help, or taking turns during playtime. These scenes highlight key elements of
the interaction, including the setting, people involved, emotions, verbal
exchanges, and expected behaviors. By providing a clear and concise depiction
of social norms, social scenes serve as a bridge between abstract social
concepts and concrete understanding.

In the context of speech therapy, social scenes are used as teaching aids to
promote social communication skills. They are especially beneficial for
children who struggle with interpreting social cues or who find spontaneous
social interactions overwhelming. Through repeated exposure and guided
practice, children can internalize appropriate social responses and gradually
apply them in real-life situations.

How Social Scenes Speech Therapy Supports
Social Communication

Social scenes work by visually organizing the steps and nuances of social
interactions, making them easier to comprehend. Here’s how this method
benefits speech therapy:

Visual Learning Enhances Understanding

Many children with communication difficulties are visual learners. Social
scenes capitalize on this preference by combining images and text to create
meaningful contexts. When a child can see a scenario laid out, it reduces
confusion and anxiety about what to expect or how to behave.



Promotes Predictability and Routine

One of the challenges faced by children with social communication disorders
is unpredictability in social settings. Social scenes provide a sense of
structure and routine, showing what typically happens in a given situation.
This predictability can alleviate stress and encourage participation.

Facilitates Generalization of Skills

Practicing social skills in therapy sessions is important, but applying those
skills in everyday life is the ultimate goal. Social scenes can be customized
to reflect real-life environments familiar to the child, which helps them
transfer learned behaviors to school, home, or community contexts.

Encourages Self-Advocacy and Independence

As children become familiar with social scenes, they can use them proactively
to navigate social situations independently. For instance, a child might
refer to a social scene card when feeling unsure about how to join a group
game or interact with peers.

Creating Effective Social Scenes for Therapy

Not all social scenes are created equal. To be effective in speech therapy,
these visual supports must be thoughtfully designed and tailored to the
individual’s needs.

Keep It Simple and Clear

The best social scenes focus on one social concept or situation at a time.
Overloading a scene with too much detail can be overwhelming. Use
straightforward language and clear images to convey the essential
information.

Include Relevant Characters and Emotions

Characters in social scenes should represent the people the child interacts
with regularly, such as family members, teachers, or peers. Including facial
expressions and body language helps the child recognize emotional cues, which
are critical for social understanding.



Use Positive and Encouraging Language

Framing social expectations in a positive way encourages the child to engage
rather than feel criticized. For example, instead of saying “Don’t
interrupt,” a social scene might say, “Wait your turn to speak.”

Customize for Cultural and Individual Differences

Social norms can vary widely depending on cultural background and personal
preferences. Tailoring social scenes to reflect these differences ensures the
therapy is respectful and relevant.

Incorporating Social Scenes into Speech Therapy
Sessions

Speech therapists can integrate social scenes into their practice in various
engaging ways:

Interactive Storytelling

Therapists can read social scenes aloud with the child, prompting discussion
about what is happening, how the characters might be feeling, and what the
child would do in that situation. This interactive approach deepens
comprehension and empathy.

Role-Playing and Practice

After reviewing a social scene, the therapist and child can act out the
scenario. Role-playing allows the child to rehearse appropriate verbal and
nonverbal communication, making the skills more automatic.

Visual Supports for Home and School

Providing families and educators with copies of social scenes extends
learning beyond therapy sessions. Parents and teachers can reinforce lessons
by referring to these visuals during daily routines.



Technology Integration

Digital apps and programs that incorporate social scenes are becoming
increasingly popular. These tools often include interactive elements,
quizzes, and customizable features, enhancing engagement and motivation.

Tips for Parents and Caregivers Using Social
Scenes at Home

Parents and caregivers play a crucial role in supporting social communication
development. Here are some practical tips for using social scenes effectively
outside of therapy:

e Consistency is Key: Regularly review social scenes with your child to
reinforce learning and build familiarity.

e Make It Part of Daily Routines: Use social scenes to prepare for new or
challenging situations, such as visiting a doctor or attending a
birthday party.

* Encourage Questions and Discussion: Invite your child to talk about the
social scenes, express their feelings, and share their thoughts.

e Celebrate Successes: Acknowledge when your child applies skills from
social scenes in real life to boost confidence and motivation.

e Adapt and Update: As your child grows and their social needs change,
modify social scenes to reflect new challenges and experiences.

Understanding the Impact of Social Scenes on
Social Skills Development

Numerous studies and clinical reports highlight the effectiveness of social
scenes in improving pragmatic language skills. Children who engage with
social scenes often show progress in initiating conversations, understanding
turn-taking, interpreting nonverbal cues, and managing social anxiety. These
improvements contribute to better peer relationships, academic success, and
overall quality of life.

Moreover, social scenes can be adapted for a wide range of ages and
developmental levels, making them a versatile tool in speech-language
pathology. Whether used with toddlers learning basic greetings or teenagers



navigating complex social dynamics, social scenes provide a supportive
framework for growth.

Challenges and Considerations

While social scenes are a powerful tool, they are not a one-size-fits-all
solution. Some children may require additional supports such as social skills
groups, behavioral interventions, or assistive communication devices. It’s
important for therapists and families to collaborate closely to determine the
best combination of strategies.

Additionally, the effectiveness of social scenes depends on consistent and
meaningful practice. Simply presenting the visuals without engagement or
follow-up may limit their impact. Patience and creativity are essential to
keep the child interested and motivated.

Social scenes speech therapy is a compassionate and practical approach that
harnesses the power of visuals to unlock social communication potential. By
making social interactions more understandable and less intimidating, it
opens doors for meaningful connections and lifelong skills. Whether you are a
therapist, parent, or educator, embracing social scenes can transform the way
we support individuals facing social communication challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is social scenes speech therapy?

Social scenes speech therapy uses visual stories or scenarios to help
individuals, especially those with autism or social communication
difficulties, understand and navigate social situations.

Who can benefit from social scenes speech therapy?

Individuals with autism spectrum disorder, social communication disorder, or
other developmental delays that affect social interaction skills can benefit
from social scenes speech therapy.

How do social scenes improve communication skills?

Social scenes provide clear, visual representations of social situations,
helping individuals learn appropriate behaviors, language, and responses in a
structured and understandable way.



Are social scenes used only for children in speech
therapy?

While commonly used with children, social scenes can also be adapted for
adolescents and adults to address social communication challenges in various
settings.

Can social scenes be personalized in speech therapy?

Yes, speech therapists often customize social scenes to reflect the
individual's specific social environments and challenges to make the therapy
more effective and relatable.

How do therapists create social scenes for therapy?

Therapists create social scenes by combining simple illustrations or photos
with brief, clear text that describes social cues, expected behaviors, and
appropriate language for specific situations.

Is social scenes therapy effective for improving
social skills?

Research and clinical practice suggest that social scenes therapy can be very
effective in teaching social skills, increasing social understanding, and
reducing anxiety related to social interactions.

Additional Resources

Social Scenes Speech Therapy: Enhancing Communication Through Contextual
Learning

social scenes speech therapy has emerged as a pivotal approach in the realm
of speech-language pathology, particularly for individuals navigating social
communication challenges. This therapy technique harnesses visual and
contextual cues embedded within social scenarios to facilitate language
comprehension, pragmatic skills, and expressive communication. As speech
therapy continues to evolve, social scenes offer a targeted, engaging method
that supports learners in decoding real-life interactions, ultimately
promoting more effective social participation.

Understanding the nuances of social communication remains a critical
challenge for many, especially individuals with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD), social communication disorder (SCD), or other developmental delays.
Social scenes speech therapy addresses these complexities by embedding
communication goals within relatable, everyday contexts. This article delves
into the methodology behind social scenes therapy, examines its efficacy
compared to traditional speech therapy models, and explores practical
applications and considerations for clinicians and caregivers.



The Conceptual Framework of Social Scenes
Speech Therapy

Social scenes are essentially visual representations—often illustrated
pictures or photographs—that depict common social situations. These can range
from a classroom setting, playground interactions, to family gatherings or
public outings. The primary objective is to provide a concrete, visual
context in which the individual can practice interpreting social cues such as
body language, facial expressions, tone of voice, and conversational norms.

Unlike abstract language drills, social scenes ground communication skills in
real-world scenarios, making the learning process more intuitive. Speech
therapists use these scenes to prompt discussion, role-play, or storytelling,
which helps clients anticipate and respond to social demands more
effectively.

Key Features of Social Scenes in Speech Therapy

* Contextual Learning: By situating language within specific environments,
social scenes help learners connect words and phrases to their social
functions.

e Visual Support: Visual aids enhance understanding, especially for
individuals who process visual information more efficiently than
auditory input.

e Customization: Scenes can be tailored to reflect the client’s personal
experiences, cultural background, and daily routines, increasing
relevance and engagement.

e Incremental Complexity: Therapists can gradually introduce more complex
social settings and language demands as the client progresses.

Applications and Benefits of Social Scenes
Speech Therapy

Social scenes speech therapy is particularly beneficial for children and
adults who struggle with pragmatic language skills—the ability to use
language appropriately in social contexts. For example, individuals on the
autism spectrum often find it difficult to interpret nonverbal cues or
understand social norms, leading to isolation or misunderstandings.



When integrated into therapy, social scenes provide a structured yet flexible
platform for practicing these skills. Research indicates that visual
supports, like social stories and scenes, can significantly improve social
understanding and reduce anxiety related to novel social situations.

Clinical Settings and Populations

This therapeutic approach is widely used in schools, clinics, and home
settings. It caters to a diverse population, including:

Children with autism spectrum disorder

Individuals with social communication disorder

People recovering from traumatic brain injuries affecting social
cognition

Nonverbal or minimally verbal clients who benefit from visual cues

Therapists often collaborate with families to create social scenes that
reflect the client’s daily life, enhancing generalization of skills outside
therapy sessions.

Comparing Social Scenes to Other Speech Therapy
Techniques

Traditional speech therapy often emphasizes phonetics, articulation, and
vocabulary development in isolation. While these components are essential,
they may fall short when addressing the intricacies of social language use.
Social scenes fill this gap by contextualizing language within social
interactions.

For instance, role-playing exercises focus on practicing conversational turn-
taking but may lack the visual reinforcement that social scenes provide.
Similarly, video modeling shares some similarities but is less customizable
and may be less interactive.
Some therapists integrate social scenes with other techniques, such as:

e Social Stories: Narrative-based descriptions of social situations that

complement the visual aspect of social scenes.

e Video Modeling: Watching recorded examples of social interactions to



learn appropriate behaviors.

* Peer-Mediated Interventions: Encouraging interaction with peers in
structured environments supported by social scenes.

The multimodal approach often yields the best outcomes by addressing diverse
learning styles.

Pros and Cons of Social Scenes Speech Therapy

Pros:

e Enhances comprehension through visual context
e Encourages generalization of social skills to real-world settings
e Customizable to individual client needs

e Supports anxiety reduction by familiarizing clients with social
scenarios before exposure

Cons:

e Requires time-intensive preparation to tailor scenes effectively

e May not engage all clients equally, particularly those with strong
auditory learning preferences

e Effectiveness depends on consistent reinforcement outside therapy
sessions

Implementing Social Scenes Speech Therapy:
Practical Considerations

Successful integration of social scenes into therapy necessitates strategic
planning. Therapists must assess the client’s current social cognition level
and communication goals to design appropriate scenes. Additionally, cultural
sensitivity is paramount; social norms vary widely, and scenes must reflect
the client’s social environment authentically.



Technology has further facilitated social scenes therapy. Digital platforms
and apps allow therapists and families to create interactive social
scenarios, incorporating audio and video elements for a richer experience.
This digital evolution supports remote therapy options, which have grown
increasingly relevant.

Moreover, caregiver involvement is critical. Training parents and educators
to use social scenes ensures that the client encounters consistent social
cues and reinforcement across multiple settings, solidifying skill
acquisition.

Measuring Progress and Outcomes

Evaluating the effectiveness of social scenes speech therapy involves both
qualitative and quantitative measures. Clinicians often track improvements
in:

Recognition and interpretation of social cues

Appropriate responses in social interactions

Reduction in social anxiety or avoidance behaviors

Increased initiation and maintenance of conversations

Standardized assessments combined with observational data provide a
comprehensive view of progress. Adjustments to therapy plans are made based
on these ongoing evaluations to optimize outcomes.

Social scenes speech therapy exemplifies a shift toward more contextually
grounded, client-centered approaches in speech-language pathology. By
bridging the gap between language skills and social functionality, this
method supports meaningful communication development that resonates beyond
the therapy room. As the field advances, further research and innovation will
likely expand its applications, refining techniques to better serve diverse
populations seeking to navigate the social world with confidence.

Social Scenes Speech Therapy

social scenes speech therapy: Bouncing Forward Michaela Haas, 2016-12-27 The first book
of its kind in the new science of posttraumatic growth: A cutting-edge look at how trauma survivors
find healing and new resilience,--Amazon.com.

social scenes speech therapy: Clinical Behavior Therapy with Children Thomas H.
Ollendick, Jerome A. Cerny, 2013-03-08 As noted by its title, the focus of this book is centered on an
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examination of behavior therapy with children in clinical settings. Throughout, our goal has been to
examine theoretical underpinnings, review empirical research, and illustrate clinical utility for a
variety of behavioral proce dures with children. In pursuing this goal, we have described child
behavior therapy as an approach based on empirical methodology, de rived from behavioral
principles, and focused upon adjustment disor ders of children. The hallmark of such an approach is
its accountability the extent to which the procedures and techniques presented in this text are
demonstrably accountable must be determined at least partially by the reader. As students of child
behavior, we have become sensitized to two trends in behavior therapy with children during the
preparation of this book. First, we have been concerned with the simple application of behavioral
procedures to children, irrespective of developmental con siderations. All too frequently, assessment
strategies and treatment pro cedures found to be useful with adults have been applied to children in
an indiscriminate fashion. For example, some recent studies have examined and assessed the very
same social skill deficits in children as in adults (e. g. , lack of eye contact, delayed latency of
response, and absence of positive commendatory responses). Surely, skill deficits differ from age to
age just as they differ from situation to situation.

social scenes speech therapy: Autistic Songs Alan Griswold, 2011-03-16 Continuing in the
spirit of his earlier work Autistic Symphony, Griswolds Autistic Songs challenges the conventional
wisdom surrounding autism, and highlights the many unrecognized achievements arising from
humanitys autistic population. Through an eclectic collection of essays, aphorisms, reviews and
poems, Autistic Songs demonstrates that when viewed in broader context, autism can provide
invaluable insights into the nature of intelligence, language, logic, evolution, and humanity itself.

social scenes speech therapy: Unseen Darkness Selina Sra, 2014 A true story of a police
woman whose colleagues allegedly ostracized her, complied a dossier of false or misleading
allegations against her and delayed coming to her aid in potentially dangerous situations leaves her
in tears. Falling behind the race - Claire Dyer - The Guardian Unseen Darkness - the incredible story
of the most amazing inspirational beautiful female who against all odds, finds magic and treasures,
and demonstrates the true meaning of a free spirit. Asian Times Unseen Darkness, we shared a bond
that endured everything from childhood experiences to adult intimacies of pain and pleasure, she's a
goddess, a woman of beauty, sexuality, a mirror of me, I saw a woman, and a lady thrive to be a free
spirit, turn to an angel of inspired sexuality. Madame - Monica Lang EXOTICA Policewoman,
dominatrix, mistress to a London gangster, Unseen Darkness is the inspirational, true-life story of a
woman rejected by her family in childhood and forced to agree to an arranged marriage, who simply
will not give up, whose instinct even in her darkest hour is to fight. The writing has an intensity and
authenticity derived from direct experience that few other books of this kind possess. Candid,
heartbreaking and at times shocking for all readers. This is a roller coaster ride that once on, you
cannot get off. Alan Denman, writer/director

social scenes speech therapy: Corrective and Social Psychiatry and Journal of Behavior
Technology Methods and Therapy , 1982

social scenes speech therapy: Psychoanalysis Online 2 Jill Savege Scharff, 2018-05-08 This
book addresses the impact of technology and the Internet in four parts: on development, on the
training of therapists, on professional ethics, and on the provision of psychotherapy and
psychoanalysis. It brings an immersion in the issues of clinical work with patients in analysis and
therapy.

social scenes speech therapy: Social Anxiety For Dummies Laura Johnson, 2025-02-26
Break free from social anxiety, one step at a time Feeling anxious around people? Not sure where to
start? Then this user-friendly, practical resource might be exactly what you're looking for. This
workbook helps you tackle your fear of judgment and worry about what others think of you. You'll
find simple step-by-step instructions, worksheets and real-world examples to help you gain insight
and control over your social anxiety. Social Anxiety For Dummies is a solution-focused guide to
creating a new mindset about social anxiety and your ability to cope with it. This book has
easy-to-understand information and effective strategies to help you make positive changes in your




life. Packed with tips and tools to conquer your social anxiety Create positive self-talk, reduce
avoidance and face your fears Discover how to deal with social situations, dating, public speaking,
kids with social anxiety and workplace anxiety Explore how positive psychology can help you live a
life of meaning, with or without social anxiety A complete guide with proven ideas, this is a
jargon-free and a fun approach to gaining mastery over your social anxiety. Social Anxiety For
Dummies puts you on the fast track to building your self-esteem and confidence.

social scenes speech therapy: Autism: Innovations and Future Directions in Psychological
Research Emma Gowen, Christine M. Falter-Wagner, Laura Crane, 2022-02-14

social scenes speech therapy: Tales of neuroscience Pranjal Garg, 2023-04-27 Tales of
Neuroscience is a compendium of 41 articles authored by students and mentors who participated in
a mentorship program. The book covers a diverse range of topics within the field of neuroscience,
including basic neuroscience, diseases, mental health, neuro-technology, and the impact of
neuroscience on daily life. The book is unique in that it also includes translations of select articles in
Hindi, Bengali, and Malayalam, thereby broadening the accessibility of the content to a wider
audience. The contributors offer insightful perspectives and deep insights into the intricacies of the
brain, making this book an informative and engaging read for anyone interested in the field of
neuroscience.

social scenes speech therapy: International Handbook of Behavior Modification and Therapy
Alan S. Bellack, Michel Hersen, Alan E. Kazdin, 2012-12-06 It is particularly gratifying to prepare a
second edition of a book, because there is the necessary impli cation that the first edition was well
received. Moreover, now an opportunity is provided to correct the problems or limitations that
existed in the first edition as well as to address recent developments in the field. Thus, we are
grateful to our friends, colleagues, and students, as well as to the reviewers who have expressed
their approval of the first edition and who have given us valuable input on how the revision could
best be structured. Perhaps the first thing that the reader will notice about the second edition is that
it is more extensive than the first. The volume currently has 41 chapters, in contrast to the 31
chapters that comprised the earlier version. Chapters 3, 9, 29, and 30 of the first edition either have
been dropped or were combined, whereas 14 new chapters have been added. In effect, we are
gratified in being able to reflect the continued growth of behavior therapy in the 1980s. Behavior
therapists have addressed an ever-increasing number of disorders and behavioral dysfunctions in an
increasing range of populations. The most notable advances are taking place in such areas as
cognitive approaches, geriatrics, and behavioral medicine, and also in the treatment of childhood
disorders.

social scenes speech therapy: Neurological and Sensory Disease: Film Guide, 1963,
1963

social scenes speech therapy: Language and Social Justice Kathleen C. Riley, Bernard C.
Perley, Inmaculada M. Garcia-Sénchez, 2024-02-22 Language, whether spoken, written, or signed, is
a powerful resource that is used to facilitate social justice or undermine it. The first reference
resource to use an explicitly global lens to explore the interface between language and social justice,
this volume expands our understanding of how language symbolizes, frames, and expresses political,
economic, and psychic problems in society, thus contributing to visions for social justice.
Investigating specific case studies in which language is used to instantiate and/or challenge social
injustices, each chapter provides a unique perspective on how language carries value and enacts
power by presenting the historical contexts and ethnographic background for understanding how
language engenders and/or negotiates specific social justice issues. Case studies are drawn from
Africa, Asia, Europe, North and South America and the Pacific Islands, with leading experts tackling
a broad range of themes, such as equality, sovereignty, communal well-being, and the recognition of
complex intersectional identities and relationships within and beyond the human world. Putting
issues of language and social justice on a global stage and casting light on these processes in
communities increasingly impacted by ongoing colonial, neoliberal, and neofascist forms of
globalization, Language and Social Justice is an essential resource for anyone interested in this area



of research.

social scenes speech therapy: New Oxford Textbook of Psychiatry John R. Geddes, Nancy C.
Andreasen, Guy M. Goodwin, 2020-03-25 Over its two editions, The New Oxford Textbook of
Psychiatry has come to be regarded as one of the most popular and trusted standard psychiatry texts
among psychiatrists and trainees. Bringing together 146 chapters from the leading figures in the
discipline, it presents a comprehensive account of clinical psychiatry, with reference to its scientific
basis and to the patient's perspective throughout. The New Oxford Textbook of Psychiatry, Third
Edition has been extensively re-structured and streamlined to keep pace with the significant
developments that have taken place in the fields of clinical psychiatry and neuroscience since
publication of the second edition in 2009. The new edition has been updated throughout to include
the most recent versions of the two main classification systems—-the DSM-5 and the ICD-11—-used
throughout the world for the diagnosis of mental disorders. In the years since publication of the first
edition, many new and exciting discoveries have occurred in the biological sciences, which are
having a major impact on how we study and practise psychiatry. In addition, psychiatry has fostered
closer ties with philosophy, and these are leading to healthy discussions about how we should
diagnose and treat mental illness. This new edition recognises these and other developments.
Throughout, accounts of clinical practice are linked to the underlying science, and to the evidence
for the efficacy of treatments. Physical and psychological treatments, including psychodynamic
approaches, are covered in depth. The history of psychiatry, ethics, public health aspects, and public
attitudes to psychiatry and to patients are all given due attention.

social scenes speech therapy: Handbook of Neurodevelopmental and Genetic Disorders
in Children, 2/e Sam Goldstein, Cecil R. Reynolds, 2010-10-19 Recognized as the definitive
reference in the field, this book addresses a broad range of biologically based disorders that affect
children's learning and development. Leading authorities review the genetics of each disorder; its
course and outcome; associated developmental, cognitive, and psychosocial challenges; and what
clinicians and educators need to know about effective approaches to assessment and intervention.
Coverage encompasses more frequently diagnosed learning and behavior problems with a genetic
component as well as numerous lower-incidence neurodevelopmental disabilities. [llustrations
include 12 color plates.

social scenes speech therapy: Adult Behavior Therapy Casebook Michel Hersen, Cynthia G.
Last, 2013-11-11 Several year~ ago we edited a casebook on behavior therapy with children. The
book appeared to fill a gap in the existing child literature and was quite well received. A similar gap
appears to exist in the behavioral literature for adult cases, in that there are very few adult case
books currently available. The present book was developed in order to devote an entire casebook to
both standard and more innovative clinical applications of behavioral treatments to adult problems.
The book, containing 19 chapters, is divided into two parts. In the first part, in a chapter entitled
Clinical Considerations, we discuss a variety of clinical issues that are of importance to designing
and executing behaviorally based interventions with adults. The bulk of the book, the remaining 18
chap ters, contains a variety of cases presented by our experts. Each of the treatment cases is
presented using the same format in order to increase consistency and comparability across chapters.
Specific sections for each chapter are as follows: (1) Description of the Disorder, (2) Case
Identification, (3) Presenting Complaints, (4) History, (5) Assessment, (6) Se lection of Treatment,
(7) Course of Treatment, (8) Termination, (9) Follow-up, and (10) Overall Evaluation. Thanks are
extended to our many expert contributors, without whom this book would not be possible. We also
wish to acknowledge the technical support of Mrs. Kim Sterner. Finally, we thank our editor at
Plenum, Eliot Werner, for his support and forbearance in the face of the inevitable delays.

social scenes speech therapy: Queer beyond London Matt Cook, Alison Oram, 2022-06-28
When it comes to queer British history, London has stolen the limelight. But what about the millions
of queer lives lived elsewhere? In Queer beyond London, two leading LGBTQ+ historians take you on
a journey through four English cites from the sixties to the noughties, exploring the northern
post-industrial heartlands and taking in the salty air of the seaside cities of the South. Covering the



bohemian, artsy world of Brighton, the semi-hidden queer life of military Plymouth, the lesbian
activism of Leeds, and the cutting edge dance and drag scenes of Manchester, they show how local
people, places and politics shaped LGBTQ+ life in each city, forging vibrant and distinctive queer
cultures of their own. Using pioneering community histories from each place, and including the
voices of queer people who have made their lives there, the book tells local stories at the heart of
our national history.

social scenes speech therapy: Emerging Trends in the Diagnosis and Intervention of
Neurodevelopmental Disorders Gupta, Sanjeev Kumar, Venkatesan, Srinivasan, Goswami, S.P.,
Kumar, Rajeev, 2018-10-26 Neurodevelopmental disorders encompass a group of conditions that can
typically manifest during early childhood. These include intellectual disabilities, communication
disorders, autism spectrum disorder (ASD), attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), specific
learning disorder (SLD), and motor disorders. Early identification and assessment can be a valuable
tool in determining diagnosis, prognosis, functional abilities, and formulating clinical intervention
for both children and adults with neurodevelopmental disorders. Emerging Trends in the Diagnosis
and Intervention of Neurodevelopmental Disorders is an essential reference source that discusses
and disseminates contributions covering recent trends in diagnosis, assessment, and intervention
techniques. Featuring research on topics such as clinical linguistics, neural connectivity, and
animal-assisted therapy, this book is ideally designed for speech pathologists, social workers,
occupational therapists, psychologists, psychiatrists, neurologists, pediatricians, researchers,
clinicians, and academicians seeking coverage on neural and developmental disorder identification
and strategies for clinician support and therapies.

social scenes speech therapy: Advances in Virtual Agents and Affective Computing for
the Understanding and Remediation of Social Cognitive Disorders Eric Brunet-Gouet, Ali
Oker, Jean-Claude Martin, Ouriel Grynszpan, Philip L. Jackson, 2016-03-02 Advances in modern
sciences occur thanks to within-fields discoveries as well as confrontation of concepts and methods
from separated, sometimes distant, domains of knowledge. For instance, the fields of psychology and
psychopathology benefited from accumulated contributions from cognitive neurosciences, which, in
turn, received insights from molecular chemistry, cellular biology, physics (neuroimaging), statistics
and computer sciences (data processing), etc. From the results of these researches, one can argue
that among the numerous cognitive phenomena supposedly involved in the emergence the human
intelligence and organized behavior, some of them are specific to the social nature of our
phylogenetic order. Scientific reductionism allowed to divide the social cognitive system into several
components, i.e. emotion processing and regulation, mental state inference (theory of mind), agency,
etc. New paradigms were progressively designed to investigate these processes within
highly-controlled laboratory settings. Moreover, the related constructs were successful at better
understanding psychopathological conditions such as autism and schizophrenia, with partial
relationships with illness outcomes. Here, we would like to outline the parallel development of
concepts in social neurosciences and in other domains such as computer science, affective
computing, virtual reality development, and even hardware technologies. While several researchers
in neurosciences pointed out the necessity to consider naturalistic social cognition (Zaki and
Ochsner, Ann N Y Acad Sci 1167, 16-30, 2009), the second person perspective (Schilbach et al.,
Behav Brain Sci 36(4), 393-414, 2013) and reciprocity (de Bruin et al., Front Hum Neurosci 6, 151,
2012), both computer and software developments allowed more and more realistic real-time models
of our environment and of virtual humans capable of some interaction with users. As noted at the
very beginning of this editorial, a new convergence between scientific disciplines might occur from
which it is tricky to predict the outcomes in terms of new concepts, methods and uses. Although this
convergence is motivated by the intuition that it fits well ongoing societal changes (increasing social
demands on computer technologies, augmenting funding), it comes with several difficulties for
which the current Frontiers in’ topic strives to bring some positive answers, and to provide both
theoretical arguments and experimental examples. The first issue is about concepts and vocabulary
as the contributions described in the following are authored by neuroscientists, computer scientists,



psychopathologists, etc. A special attention was given during the reviewing process to stay as close
as possible to the publication standards in psychological and health sciences, and to avoid purely
technical descriptions. The second problem concerns methods: more complex computerized
interaction models results in unpredictable and poorly controlled experiments. In other words, the
assets of naturalistic paradigms may be alleviated by the difficulty to match results between
subjects, populations, conditions. Of course, this practical question is extremely important for
investigating pathologies that are associated with profoundly divergent behavioral patterns. Some of
the contributions of this topic provide description of strategies that allowed to solve these
difficulties, at least partially. The last issue is about heterogeneity of the objectives of the researches
presented here. While selection criteria focused on the use of innovative technologies to assess or
improve social cognition, the fields of application of this approach were quite unexpected. In an
attempt to organize the contributions, three directions of research can be identified: 1) how
innovation in methods might improve understanding and assessment of social cognition disorders or
pathology? 2) within the framework of cognitive behavioral psychotherapies (CBT), how should we
consider the use of virtual reality or augmented reality? 3) which are the benefits of these
techniques for investigating severe mental disorders (schizophrenia or autism) and performing
cognitive training? The first challenging question is insightfully raised in the contribution of
Timmermans and Schilbach (2014) giving orientations for investigating alterations of social
interaction in psychiatric disorders by the use of dual interactive eye tracking with virtual
anthropomorphic avatars. Joyal, Jacob and collaborators (2014) bring concurrent and construct
validities of a newly developed set of virtual faces expressing six fundamental emotions. The
relevance of virtual reality was exemplified with two contributions focusing on anxiety related
phenomena. Jackson et al. (2015) describe a new environment allowing to investigate empathy for
dynamic FACS-coded facial expressions including pain. Based on a systematic investigation of the
impact of social stimuli modalities (visual, auditory), Ruch and collaborators are able to characterize
the specificity of the interpretation of laughter in people with gelotophobia (2014). On the issue of
social anxiety, Aymerich-Franch et al. (2014) presented two studies in which public speaking anxiety
has been correlated with avatars’ similarity of participants’ self-representations. The second issue
focuses on how advances in virtual reality may benefit to cognitive and behavioral therapies in
psychiatry. These interventions share a common framework that articulates thoughts, feelings or
emotions and behaviors and proposes gradual modification of each of these levels thanks to thought
and schema analysis, stress reduction procedures, etc. They were observed to be somehow useful for
the treatment of depression, stress disorders, phobias, and are gaining some authority in personality
disorders and addictions. The main asset of new technologies is the possibility to control the
characteristics of symptom-eliciting stimuli/situations, and more precisely the degree to which
immersion is enforced. For example, Baus and Bouchard (2014) provide a review on the extension of
virtual reality exposure-based therapy toward recently described augmented reality exposure-based
therapy in individuals with phobias. Concerning substance dependence disorders, Hone-Blanchet et
collaborators (2014) present another review on how virtual reality can be an asset for both therapy
and craving assessment stressing out the possibilities to simulate social interactions associated with
drug seeking behaviors and even peers’ pressure to consume. The last issue this Frontiers’ topic
deals with encompasses the questions raised by social cognitive training or remediation in severe
and chronic mental disorders (autistic disorders, schizophrenia). Here, therapies are based on drill
and practice or strategy shaping procedures, and, most of the time, share an errorless learning of
repeated cognitive challenges. Computerized methods were early proposed for that they do,
effortlessly and with limited costs, repetitive stimulations. While, repetition was incompatible with
realism in the social cognitive domain, recent advances provide both immersion and full control over
stimuli. Georgescu and al. (2014) exhaustively reviews the use of virtual characters to assess and
train non-verbal communication in high-functioning autism (HFA). Grynszpan and Nadel (2015)
present an original eye-tracking method to reveal the link between gaze patterns and pragmatic
abilities again in HFA. About schizophrenia, Oker and collaborators (2015) discuss and report some



insights on how an affective and reactive virtual agents might be useful to assess and remediate
several defects of social cognitive disorders. About assessment within virtual avatars on
schizophrenia, Park et al., (2014) focused on effect of perceived intimacy on social decision making
with schizophrenia patients. Regarding schizophrenia remediation, Peyroux and Franck (2014)
presented a new method named RC2S which is a cognitive remediation program to improve social
cognition in schizophrenia and related disorders. To conclude briefly, while it is largely
acknowledged that social interaction can be studied as a topic of its own, all the contributions
demonstrate the added value of expressive virtual agents and affective computing techniques for the
experimentation. It also appears that the use of virtual reality is at the very beginning of a new
scientific endeavor in cognitive sciences and medicine.
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