
murder knocks twice

Murder Knocks Twice: Exploring the Intrigue Behind a Classic Thriller

murder knocks twice—these words evoke a sense of mystery, suspense, and the chilling atmosphere

typical of classic crime thrillers. Whether you’re a fan of noir films, thrilling novels, or vintage detective

stories, the phrase immediately conjures images of shadowy figures, unexpected visitors, and secrets

lurking behind closed doors. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the world of "Murder Knocks Twice,"

unpacking its cultural impact, narrative appeal, and why it remains a captivating motif in mystery

storytelling.

The Origin and Popularity of “Murder Knocks Twice”

The phrase "murder knocks twice" has been popularized through various media forms, particularly

mid-20th-century cinema and literature. It’s often used to signify that danger is imminent, but it also

carries a metaphorical weight—suggesting that fate or death doesn’t just arrive once but can revisit or

persistently haunt the characters.

Film Noir and the Double Knock

In classic film noir, the double knock often symbolizes a forewarning — a sinister message that

something deadly is about to unfold. Many detective movies and psychological thrillers from the 1940s

and 1950s use this motif to create tension. Imagine a dimly lit hallway, a sudden knock at the door,

and the knowledge that this visitor’s arrival spells trouble.

The phrase has occasionally been directly referenced or used as a title in mystery films, where the plot

revolves around a murder investigation, deception, and suspenseful twists. The allure lies in the



combination of the ordinary (a knock at the door) with the extraordinary (murder), making it a perfect

hook for audiences.

“Murder Knocks Twice” in Literature

Beyond cinema, mystery and crime novels have embraced the phrase as a title or thematic element to

evoke curiosity and suspense. Writers use it to set the tone for stories where murder is not a one-time

event but something that echoes through the narrative—perhaps through recurring threats, copycat

killers, or unresolved past crimes.

This phrase’s usage in literature often signals a layered story, where the protagonist must unravel not

just who committed the murder but why it seems to “knock twice,” hinting at deeper secrets and

complex motives.

What Makes “Murder Knocks Twice” an Effective Suspense

Device?

The appeal of “murder knocks twice” lies in its ability to blend familiarity with fear. A knock at the door

is something everyone understands—a call for attention, a visitor arriving. When linked to murder, it

turns an everyday sound into a harbinger of doom.

Creating Atmosphere Through Sound and Expectation

Sound is a powerful tool in storytelling. The knock, especially when emphasized to occur twice, builds

suspense before any visual clues appear. It primes the audience to anticipate danger, raising

adrenaline and engaging them emotionally.



Writers and filmmakers often use the “double knock” to:

Signal the arrival of a suspect or antagonist

Foreshadow an imminent violent event

Represent a psychological trigger for the protagonist

This technique deepens the tension and prepares the audience for a turning point in the narrative.

The Psychological Impact on Characters and Audience

For characters within a story, the double knock can be a chilling reminder of vulnerability. It disrupts

the safety of a home or a quiet moment, forcing them to confront danger head-on. For viewers and

readers, this device generates empathy and investment in the character’s fate, as we share their

anticipation and fear.

Moreover, the phrase suggests that murder or danger isn’t a one-off incident but something persistent

or cyclical, which can add layers of complexity to a plot—making the story more unpredictable and

engaging.

Modern Interpretations and Usage of “Murder Knocks Twice”

Although rooted in classic storytelling, the concept behind "murder knocks twice" continues to resonate

in contemporary thrillers, crime dramas, and even true crime narratives. It has evolved beyond literal

interpretations to symbolize recurring trauma, second chances at justice, or the resurfacing of past



sins.

In Contemporary Film and Television

Modern crime shows and psychological thrillers often play with the idea of repeated violence or the

return of a killer, echoing the “twice” aspect in their story arcs. Whether it’s a serial killer striking again

or a detective revisiting a cold case, the motif remains relevant.

Some recent productions use the double knock as a motif or visual cue to build suspense, paying

homage to older noir traditions while updating the technique for contemporary audiences. This blend of

old and new keeps the phrase alive in popular culture.

The Phrase in True Crime and Podcast Culture

The surge of true crime podcasts and documentaries has introduced the phrase “murder knocks

twice” as a compelling title or theme. It captures attention by hinting at mystery and unresolved crime,

appealing to listeners who crave intricate stories of investigation, justice, and the human psyche.

True crime storytelling often emphasizes the cyclical nature of crime—how patterns repeat, how victims’

stories resonate across time—and “murder knocks twice” perfectly encapsulates this idea. It suggests

a haunting repetition that draws audiences deeply into the narrative.

Tips for Writers Using “Murder Knocks Twice” as a Theme

If you’re a writer or storyteller inspired by the phrase “murder knocks twice,” here are some tips to

effectively incorporate this powerful motif into your work:



Use Sound Symbolism: Leverage the auditory imagery of knocking to create suspense and

foreshadow events.

Play with Timing: The “twice” aspect can be literal—a second knock signaling danger—or

metaphorical, representing second chances or repeated threats.

Build Atmosphere: Surround the knock with tension—silence, shadows, the protagonist’s

anxiety—to heighten impact.

Layer Your Plot: Incorporate themes of recurrence, unresolved issues, or cyclical violence to

echo the phrase’s deeper meaning.

Engage Emotions: Use the motif to connect the audience emotionally to the characters’ fears and

uncertainties.

By thoughtfully integrating “murder knocks twice” into your writing, you can craft stories that resonate

with readers and viewers alike, drawing on a timeless symbol of suspense and danger.

The Enduring Legacy of “Murder Knocks Twice” in Mystery

Culture

The phrase “murder knocks twice” remains a potent symbol in the world of mystery and crime fiction

because it encapsulates the essence of suspense: the unexpected intrusion of danger into ordinary

life. It reminds us that evil can repeat itself, that past crimes can echo into the present, and that

sometimes, the darkest secrets come knocking not once, but twice.

Whether in classic film noir, gripping novels, or modern true crime podcasts, the motif continues to

captivate audiences. It serves as a reminder that behind every knock, there might be a story waiting to



be uncovered—one filled with intrigue, peril, and the relentless pursuit of truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Murder Knocks Twice' about?

'Murder Knocks Twice' is a 1969 Italian-German crime thriller film that revolves around a series of

mysterious murders linked to a wealthy family, blending suspense and intrigue.

Who directed 'Murder Knocks Twice'?

'Murder Knocks Twice' was directed by Harald Philipp, known for his work in the crime and thriller

genres during the 1960s and 1970s.

Which actors star in 'Murder Knocks Twice'?

The film stars Anthony Steel, Marisa Mell, and Michael Hinz, who deliver compelling performances

contributing to the film's tense atmosphere.

Is 'Murder Knocks Twice' based on a true story or a book?

'Murder Knocks Twice' is an original screenplay and is not directly based on a true story or a specific

book, although it draws on classic crime thriller tropes.

What genre does 'Murder Knocks Twice' belong to?

The movie is primarily a crime thriller with elements of mystery and suspense typical of late 1960s

European cinema.

Where was 'Murder Knocks Twice' filmed?

The film was shot in various locations across Italy and Germany, capturing the atmospheric settings

that enhance the movie's suspense.



How was 'Murder Knocks Twice' received by audiences and critics?

While not a mainstream hit, 'Murder Knocks Twice' has gained a cult following among fans of classic

European crime thrillers for its style and storytelling.

Is 'Murder Knocks Twice' available on streaming platforms?

Availability varies by region, but 'Murder Knocks Twice' can often be found on niche streaming

services specializing in classic European films or through DVD collections.

What makes 'Murder Knocks Twice' stand out among 1960s crime

thrillers?

'Murder Knocks Twice' stands out due to its blend of suspenseful plot, atmospheric cinematography,

and the interplay of international cast members, reflecting the era’s cinematic trends.

Additional Resources

**Murder Knocks Twice: An In-Depth Exploration of a Classic Noir Thriller**

murder knocks twice is a phrase that evokes intrigue, suspense, and a chilling sense of foreboding.

This title, associated with a 1950 film noir classic, remains a significant reference point in the

landscape of American crime cinema. Known for its intricate plot, atmospheric tension, and morally

ambiguous characters, *Murder Knocks Twice* offers a compelling study in the conventions and

innovations of the noir genre. This article delves into the film’s thematic elements, production

background, and enduring influence, while examining how *murder knocks twice* continues to

captivate audiences and critics alike.



Historical Context and Production Background

*Murder Knocks Twice*, directed by Lew Landers and released in 1951, is a quintessential example of

post-war American film noir. During this era, Hollywood was grappling with evolving societal anxieties,

including the rise of suburban life, the shifting roles of women, and the pervasive fear of crime and

corruption. The film’s narrative, centered around deception, betrayal, and a labyrinthine murder

mystery, reflects these cultural tensions.

The movie stars Ruth Roman and Richard Denning, whose performances contribute to the film’s

palpable atmosphere of suspense. Unlike high-budget noir films of the time, *Murder Knocks Twice*

was produced on a modest budget, showcasing how B-movie productions could still deliver compelling

storytelling through tight scripts and effective use of lighting and framing—hallmarks of the noir style.

Plot and Thematic Analysis

At its core, *murder knocks twice* unfolds as a classic whodunit entwined with noir’s characteristic

moral complexity. The plot revolves around a private investigator drawn into a convoluted case

involving a wealthy family, hidden motives, and a series of murders. The title itself suggests an

ominous inevitability—death and danger making their presence felt not just once, but twice, hinting at

recurring peril and unresolved pasts.

The themes of duplicity and fatalism permeate the narrative. Characters are seldom straightforward;

trust is scarce, and every interaction carries the potential for betrayal. This mirrors the post-war

disillusionment that noir films often portray—where the veneer of civility masks darker impulses.

Characterization and Moral Ambiguity

One of the film’s notable features is its portrayal of characters who defy simple categorization. The



protagonists are neither wholly heroic nor villainous; instead, they embody shades of gray. Ruth

Roman’s character, for instance, is complex—oscillating between vulnerability and cunning, victim and

manipulator. This nuanced characterization enhances the film’s tension, as audiences are compelled to

question motives and anticipate twists.

Such moral ambiguity is a staple of noir cinema, reflecting broader questions about human nature and

justice. In *murder knocks twice*, these themes are not merely backdrops but integral to the plot’s

progression and the viewer’s engagement.

Cinematic Techniques and Style

The visual and auditory elements of *Murder Knocks Twice* are crucial to its storytelling. The film

employs classic noir aesthetics: stark black-and-white cinematography, high-contrast lighting, and

shadow play that visually represent the characters’ psychological turmoil and the story’s dark

undercurrents.

The use of tight, claustrophobic framing intensifies the feeling of entrapment experienced by the

characters, while the pacing maintains a balance between slow-building suspense and sudden

revelations. The musical score, subtle yet effective, underscores key moments without overwhelming

the narrative, enhancing the overall mood.

Comparisons to Contemporary Noir Films

When placed alongside other noir classics such as *Double Indemnity* (1944) and *The Big Sleep*

(1946), *Murder Knocks Twice* stands out for its economical storytelling and compact runtime. While it

may lack the lavish production values of these better-known films, it compensates with a tightly woven

plot and efficient direction.

Additionally, *murder knocks twice* shares thematic parallels with these contemporaries in exploring



corruption, fatal attraction, and the elusive nature of truth. However, its approach to character

development—particularly the depth afforded to female roles—marks a subtle divergence worth noting

for scholars and enthusiasts of the genre.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Though not as widely recognized as some of its noir counterparts, *Murder Knocks Twice* has

maintained a cult following and is frequently cited in discussions about mid-century crime films. Its

influence can be traced in later neo-noir productions that revisit the motifs of trust, fate, and moral

ambiguity.

Film historians appreciate *murder knocks twice* for its demonstration of how genre filmmaking could

thrive within budget constraints, relying on atmosphere and story rather than spectacle. The movie also

offers a snapshot of early 1950s American culture and cinematic trends, making it a valuable artifact

for academic study.

Why *Murder Knocks Twice* Still Matters

The enduring fascination with *murder knocks twice* lies in its ability to evoke a timeless human

experience: confronting the unknown and grappling with the consequences of choice. Its narrative

resonates beyond its era, inviting viewers to contemplate the cyclical nature of violence and deception.

Moreover, the film’s title itself has entered popular culture as a metaphor for inevitable danger or

justice, a phrase that continues to intrigue in various media contexts. This linguistic legacy underscores

the film’s broader cultural footprint.



Exploring the Film’s Availability and Reception

For contemporary audiences interested in noir cinema, *Murder Knocks Twice* is accessible through

classic film collections and streaming platforms specializing in vintage movies. Critical reception over

the decades has been mixed but generally appreciative of the film’s craftsmanship and suspenseful

storytelling.

Reviews often highlight its strengths in narrative economy and mood-setting, while occasionally

critiquing its occasionally predictable plot twists. Nonetheless, the film remains a recommended watch

for aficionados of crime thrillers and film noir.

Pros: Engaging plot, strong performances, atmospheric cinematography

Cons: Lower production budget, some narrative clichés

Ideal for: Fans of classic noir, students of film history, mystery enthusiasts

In summary, *murder knocks twice* stands as a testament to the enduring power of noir storytelling. Its

blend of suspense, character complexity, and stylistic flair continues to offer valuable insights into the

genre and the era it represents. Whether viewed as a piece of cinematic history or as a gripping

thriller, the film invites viewers to experience the dark allure of murder—and the ominous knock that

follows.

Murder Knocks Twice

  murder knocks twice: Murder Knocks Twice Susanna Calkins, 2019-04-30 The first mystery in
Susanna Calkins’ captivating new series takes readers into the dark, dangerous, and glittering
underworld of a 1920s Chicago speakeasy. Gina Ricci takes on a job as a cigarette girl to earn
money for her ailing father—and to prove to herself that she can hold her own at Chicago’s most

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-170/murder-knocks-twice.pdf


notorious speakeasy, the Third Door. She’s enchanted by the harsh, glamorous world she discovers:
the sleek socialites sipping bootlegged cocktails, the rowdy ex-servicemen playing poker in a
curtained back room, the flirtatious jazz pianist and the brooding photographer—all overseen by the
club’s imposing owner, Signora Castallazzo. But the staff buzzes with whispers about Gina’s
predecessor, who died under mysterious circumstances, and the photographer, Marty, warns her to
be careful. When Marty is brutally murdered, with Gina as the only witness, she’s determined to
track down his killer. What secrets did Marty capture on his camera—and who would do anything to
destroy it? As Gina searches for answers, she’s pulled deeper into the shadowy truths hiding behind
the Third Door.
  murder knocks twice: Death Knocks Twice Robert Thorogood, 2018-06-18 If you like Agatha
Christie, then you'll love Robert Thorogood. Seconded from rainy London to the sweltering heat of
the Caribbean island of Saint Marie, DI Richard Poole would rather be having a pint at his local pub.
But when a body is discovered at the Beaumont plantation, DI Poole must put aside his woes and
solve the murder. Despite the fact the victim was found in a locked room holding a smoking gun,
Poole is convinced this is not a suicide. When another body turns up the hunt is on for the killer, and
the evasive Beaumont family are – rather suspiciously – no help at all... The third novel in the Death
in Paradise Mysteries is perfect for fans of T. E. Kinsey, Heron Carvic and Caroline Graham.Praise
for Robert Thorogood 'Death in Paradise feels like a ray of sunshine' Mirror 'Plenty of red herrings
and twists to keep readers guessing' Daily Express 'A treat' Radio Times
  murder knocks twice: The Cry of the Hangman Susanna Calkins, 2021-10-01 Murder always
sells. But when a series of dark and puzzling crimes takes place in seventeenth-century London, will
printer’s apprentice Lucy Campion be publishing the news – or starring in it? London, 1667.
Printer’s apprentice Lucy Campion is unsettled when, on a frozen December morning after church,
an elderly woman dressed in mourning clothes whispers an ominous warning in her ear. Lucy sternly
tells herself it’s nonsense, but then her much-loved former master, Magistrate Hargrave, is viciously
attacked with a brass hourglass during a break-in. But what exactly was the intruder searching for?
And why did they first stop to steal a piece of Cook’s lamb and lentil pie? The puzzling case is just
the start of a series of dark, bizarre crimes. Lucy’s determined to uncover the truth and see that
justice is done. But someone is equally determined to stop her – whatever it takes. This page-turning
historical mystery set in Renaissance London is a great choice for readers who like their heroines
lively, their mysteries twisty and their historical settings brimming with authenticity.
  murder knocks twice: Hit Men John Kerr, 2011-05-24 These men are the hit men, striking a
contract with someone who has a target - and the cash. In a world of ever-increasing outsourcing,
contract killing has become 'the white middle class way of murder'. The Hit Men tells the stories of
some of Australia's most ruthless contract killers - their plots, accomplices, victims, crimes and
punishments - and of the people who saw fit to employ them. John Kerr dissects a parade of hits,
from the days of Sydney's razor gangs in the 1930s to more modern times, taking a fresh look on the
way at the man they called Rent-a-Kill - Christopher Dale Flannery. Kerr traces the tragic path of
Dennis Allen's hired Red Rat, tells of the bungled 'Are you Les?' hit, and examines the crimes that
led to a mother's death on a bed beside her six-year-old son. He gives unflinching accounts of a man
who killed his granny, wives who shopped for their husband's killers, and cashed-up criminals who
called in favours to arrange the deaths of their enemies. A chilling account of how quickly ordinary
people can turn to extreme violence to get what they want.
  murder knocks twice: The Sign of the Gallows Susanna Calkins, 2021-01-01 A dead man at a
crossroads. A secret message. A ring with a warning about death . . . Printer’s apprentice Lucy
Campion is caught up in a strange and puzzling murder case in this twisty historical mystery set in
seventeenth-century London. London, 1667. On her way to a new market to peddle her True
Accounts and Strange News, printer’s apprentice Lucy Campion quickly regrets her decision to take
the northwestern road. Dark and desolate, the path leads her to the crossroads – and to the old
hanging tree. She doesn’t believe in ghosts, but she’s not sure ghosts don’t believe in her. But before
she even reaches the crossroads, she’s knocked off her feet by two men in a hurry. What were they



running from? To her dismay, she soon discovers for herself: there, dangling from the tree, is the
body of a man. Did he commit self-murder, or is there something darker afoot? The more Lucy
learns, the more determined she is to uncover the truth. But this time, even the help and protection
of magistrate’s son Adam, and steadfast Constable Duncan, may not be enough to keep her safe from
harm . . .
  murder knocks twice: The Fate of a Flapper Susanna Calkins, 2020-07-28 The Fate of a
Flapper, the second mystery in this captivating new series, takes readers into the dark, dangerous,
and glittering underworld of a 1920's Chicago speakeasy. A 2019 Agatha Award Nominee for Best
Historical Mystery! After nine months as a cigarette girl at the Third Door, one of Chicago’s premier
moonshine parlors, Gina Ricci feels like she's finally getting into the swing of things. The year is
1929, the Chicago Cubs are almost in the World Series, neighborhood gangs are all-powerful, and
though Prohibition is the law of the land, the Third Door can't serve the cocktails fast enough. Two
women in particular are throwing drinks back with abandon while chatting up a couple of bankers,
and Gina can't help but notice the levels of inebriation and the tension at their table. When the
group stumbles out in the early morning, she tries to put them out of her head. But once at home
that night, Gina's sleep is interrupted when her cousin Nancy, a police officer, calls—she's found a
body. Gina hurries over to photograph the crime scene, but stops short when she recognizes the
body: it’s one of the women from the night before. Could the Third Door have served the woman bad
liquor? Or, Gina wonders, could this be murder? As the gangs and bombings draw ever closer, all of
Chicago starts to feel like a warzone, and Gina is determined to find out if this death was an unlucky
accident, or a casualty of combat.
  murder knocks twice: Death Among the Ruins Susanna Calkins, 2023-06-06 Midnight
assignations, dresses fit to meet the queen . . . and murder most horrid! Printer's apprentice Lucy
Campion investigates a puzzling death in this thrilling historical mystery set in seventeenth-century
London. London, 1668. Printer’s apprentice Lucy Campion is suspicious when she meets a young
ragpicker who claims to have fine clothes to sell from a lady of quality. Are the garments stolen . . .
or a sign of something worse? Her suspicions are soon realized when the clothes are identified as
belonging to a recently deceased elderly aristocrat. Young Mercy Sykes has robbed a grave! Mercy
is arrested, and it’s only thanks to Lucy’s intervention that the ragpicker, who's struggling to
support her family, isn’t locked up. Lucy doesn’t expect to see Mercy again, but their meeting soon
has unexpected consequences. For when Mercy finds a dead woman in the ruins of Christchurch,
dressed in unexpected finery, it’s to Lucy who she turns for help . . . Lucy Campion is a feisty
working-class heroine, plying her trade as a printer's apprentice in Renaissance London. If you're
new to the series (it's safe to jump right in), we can't wait for you to meet her in this twisty,
puzzle-packed historical mystery, brimming with authenticity!
  murder knocks twice: Murder in Bay City Episode 1 By John Hynes John Hynes, The
Chronicles of Johnny Blake Book Series Murder in Bay City Episode 1. Is a recipe for Murder
Romance Mystery and Lies, is on the menu of this series. In the upscaled suburbs of Bay City, a
wealthy man is found murdered in his own bedroom. His wife is missing and is the prime suspect.
Enter Johnny Blake a private investigator and a former homicide detective for the BCPD. Leads
become more entangled and not everything is as it seems. John enlist the aid from a street-smart kid
Jimmy McNeil to help solve the murder. Please note Episode two is available on Google play: Bay
City Murder on the East Side by John Hynes GGKEY: BATJ562L6HG
  murder knocks twice: Cozy Case Files, A Cozy Mystery Sampler, Volume 9 Donna Andrews,
Ellie Alexander, Allison Montclair, Carolyn Haines, Hannah Dennison, Leonard Goldberg, Kylie
Logan, Eve Calder, Susanna Calkins, 2020-05-05 Looking for a new cozy series? In the new edition
of Cozy Case Files, Minotaur Books compiles the beginnings of eleven charming cozy mysteries
publishing in Spring/Summer 2020 for free for easy sampling. The latest edition of Cozy Case Files
has something for everyone with the latest cozies by the following authors: Carolyn Haines, Hannah
Dennison, Eve Calder, Donna Andrews, Ellie Alexander, Kylie Logan, Susanna Calkins, Leonard
Goldberg, and Allison Montclair. The bonds of friendship are put to the test in The Devil’s Bones and



Sugar and Vice. Two sisters inherit an old hotel in the remote Scilly Islands in series debut Death at
High Tide. A new Meg Langslow mystery, The Falcon Always Wings Twice, finds the family at a
Renaissance Faire. Past crimes are unburied in Nothing Bundt Trouble and The Secret of Bones. Go
back in time with these next historical cozies. Sherlock Holmes’s daughter is back in The Art of
Deception. In A Royal Affair, Princess Elizabeth has developed feelings for a Greek prince, and The
Right Sort of Marriage Bureau is engaged to dig into the suitor’s past. Or visit a 1920’s Chicago
speakeasy in The Fate of the Flapper.
  murder knocks twice: Blackout Sheri Chinen Biesen, 2005-11-11 Sheri Chinen Biesen
challenges conventional thinking on the origins of film noir and finds the genre's roots in the
political, social and historical conditions of Hollywood during the Second World War.
  murder knocks twice: The World's Most Bizarre Murders James Marrison, 2010-06-07 This
is no ordinary true crime book. If you think you've got the stomach for the most blood-curdling,
sickening and downright strangest murders you will ever come across, then look no further than
these pages. You have been warned...Take, for example, Enriqueta Marti who kidnapped children
from the streets of Barcelona, then boiled away their flesh and crushed their bones for ingredients
for her coveted 'magic potions'. Or take Randy Kraft, known as The Scorecard Killer, a computer
genius by day and a a deranged psychopath by night. Finally arrested with a corpse slumped in the
passenger seat of his car, it emerged that Kraft had spent over a decade cutting up and disposing of
his numerous victims along the California highways. In this stomach-churning collection, all the
stories have one thing in common - a unique bizarre twist. True crime writer James Marrison draws
upon the material that has featured in the hugely successful column The Murder File in cult
magazine Bizarre in order to disclose the kind of sickening deeds that are perpetrated more often
than you might think, but which sometimes go largely unreported by the media. Welcome to The
World's Most bizarre Murders - the most shocking true crime book you will ever read.
  murder knocks twice: What About Murder? (1981-1991) Jon L. Breen, 1993-11 This
supplement covers over 350 titles in the original categories plus more than 200 entries in a new
category: mystery anthologies with reference value.
  murder knocks twice: The Grey Lady Nadine Doolittle, 2016-04-25 Secrets, lies and hidden
hates.... Hester Warnock fell in love with the charismatic Malcolm Driver in 1974 while at his
farm-turned-commune, an affair that ended abruptly when a young pregnant girl was found drowned
in the lake. Thirty-five years later, now a successful magazine publisher, Hester is invited back to the
scene of the crime to participate in a documentary of Malcolm’s life and times as the bestselling
author of Spirit Driver. The documentary never gets off the ground. In the middle of a fierce
rainstorm, she finds Malcolm hanging from a tree. Hester holds a clue that proves her ex-lover's
death wasn’t suicide but her guilty past begins to haunt her. As she unravels the secrets of seven
suspects, Hester draws closer to the truth about herself. Set in Quebec, Canada, The Grey Lady
combines traditional murder mystery with psychological crime fiction. For fans of Liane Moriarty,
Ruth Rendell and P.D. James. As with any good mystery, virtually everyone has something to hide ...
tightly written and perfectly paced, we feel we are being swept along by the story like a fallen
branch in a fast-flowing river of spring runoff. MONTREAL REVIEW OF BOOKS
  murder knocks twice: The Edinburgh Annual Register Walter Scott, 1824
  murder knocks twice: The Edinburgh Annual Register, for 1808-26 , 1824
  murder knocks twice: Mystery, Detective, and Espionage Fiction Michael L. Cook, Stephen
T. Miller, 1988
  murder knocks twice: The Thursday Murder Club (Netflix Tie-In) Richard Osman,
2025-08-12 A New York Times Bestseller | Now a Netflix Film “Think of the Thursday Murder Club
itself as a senior version of ‘The A-Team.’...Funny, moving, and suspenseful...So delicious, even
adorable.”—The Washington Post Four septuagenarians with a few tricks up their sleeves. A female
cop with her first big case. A brutal murder. Welcome to...THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB In a
peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss
unsolved crimes; together they call themselves the Thursday Murder Club. When a local developer is



found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the Thursday Murder Club suddenly
find themselves in the middle of their first live case. As the bodies begin to pile up, can our
unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, before it's too late?
  murder knocks twice: Watching the Traffic Go By Paul Mason Fotsch, 2009-06-03 2007 —
Jane Jacobs Urban Communication Publication Award – Urban Communication Foundation As
twentieth-century city planners invested in new transportation systems to deal with urban growth,
they ensured that the automobile rather than mass transit would dominate transportation.
Combining an exploration of planning documents, sociological studies, and popular culture, Paul
Fotsch shows how our urban infrastructure developed and how it has shaped American culture ever
since. Watching the Traffic Go By emphasizes the narratives underlying our perceptions of
innovations in transportation by looking at the stories we have built around these innovations.
Fotsch finds such stories in the General Motors Futurama exhibit at the 1939 World's Fair, debates
in Munsey's magazine, films such as Double Indemnity, and even in footage of the O. J. Simpson
chase along Los Angeles freeways. Juxtaposed with contemporaneous critiques by Lewis Mumford,
Theodor Adorno, and Max Horkheimer, Fotsch argues that these narratives celebrated new
technologies that fostered stability for business and the white middle class. At the same time,
transportation became another system of excluding women and the poor, especially African
Americans, by isolating them in homes and urban ghettos. A timely, interdisciplinary analysis,
Watching the Traffic Go By exposes the ugly side of transportation politics through the seldom-used
lens of popular culture.
  murder knocks twice: Ninochka Svetlana Boym, 2003-08-14 A Russian émigré living in New
York travels to Paris to try to reconstruct the secret life of another Russian woman who was
murdered there on the eve of World War II.
  murder knocks twice: The Hand in the Dark Arthur J. Rees, 2023-01-18 The aristocratic Phil
Meredith chooses to marry Violet, a working-class girl from London, which raises more than a few
eyebrows. However, when Violet decides to throw a party for her friends at her new country
residence, she is murdered, leaving the guests in a state of shock. The arrival of two detectives,
Merrington and Caldew, sets the investigation in motion. This is swiftly followed by the arrival of
America’s greatest private eye, Grant Colwyn. Will he be able to work with the two policemen, or
will he rely on his own methods to solve the case? ‘The Hand in the Dark’ is packed with red
herrings, twists, and turns, and is sure to have even the most dedicated armchair detective guessing
until the last page. Born in Melbourne, Arthur J. Rees (1872 – 1942) was an Australian author and
journalist. After a brief spell working for the ‘Melbourne Age’ newspaper, he acted as a reporter for
the ‘New Zealand Herald,’ before becoming the editor of the ‘New Zealand Truth.’ During his
twenties, Rees left for England, where he worked as a journalist for the ‘London Times.’ It was
during this period that he began his literary career, with the publication of ‘The Merry Marauders.’
Rees made his mark as a writer of crime and mystery novels and was most notably praised by the
English crime writer, Dorothy L. Sayers.
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