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Isabel Allende and The House of the Spirits: A Journey Through Magic and History

Isabel Allende the House of the Spirits is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of the
most celebrated works of Latin American literature. This novel, published in 1982, marked the debut
of Isabel Allende, a Chilean writer whose storytelling weaves together magical realism, political
upheaval, and deeply personal family sagas. If you’ve ever wondered why this book continues to
captivate readers worldwide, or how it reflects the turbulent history of Chile, you’re in the right
place.

The Genesis of Isabel Allende’s The House of the
Spirits

Isabel Allende wrote The House of the Spirits during a period of exile after the 1973 Chilean coup
d’état. It was a time of profound personal and national turmoil, and these experiences profoundly
shaped the narrative. The novel began as a letter to her dying grandfather but soon grew into a
sprawling, multigenerational story.

What makes this book stand out is how Allende blends the political and the personal, the historical
and the supernatural. It’s a hallmark of Latin American literature known as magical realism, a genre
popularized by authors like Gabriel García Márquez, where fantastical elements are a natural part of
the world.

Plot Overview: More Than Just a Family Saga

At its core, The House of the Spirits traces the lives of the Trueba family over several decades. We
follow Esteban Trueba, a wealthy and often tyrannical landowner, and his wife, Clara, who possesses
clairvoyant abilities. Through their children and grandchildren, the novel explores themes of love,
power, social justice, and the impact of political dictatorship.

The story moves from intimate family moments to larger societal issues, reflecting Chile’s
transformation through the 20th century. Readers experience the joys and tragedies of the
characters in a narrative that is as much about personal destiny as it is about national identity.

Isabel Allende’s Storytelling Style in The House of the
Spirits

One of the reasons Isabel Allende’s The House of the Spirits remains a literary classic is the unique
voice and style she brings to the story.



Magical Realism: Blending Reality and Fantasy

Magical realism is not about creating separate fantasy worlds but about blending the magical
seamlessly into the real. In The House of the Spirits, spirits communicate with the living,
premonitions come true, and characters possess extraordinary abilities. These elements are
presented matter-of-factly, encouraging readers to accept the supernatural as part of the human
experience.

This approach enriches the emotional landscape of the novel. It allows Allende to explore complex
themes like memory, history, and trauma in ways that straightforward realism might not capture as
vividly.

Multigenerational Narrative: Connecting Past and Present

The structure of the novel is another compelling feature. By telling the story across generations,
Allende shows how history repeats itself, how personal and political legacies intertwine. The
characters are deeply flawed and human, making their triumphs and failures relatable.

Through this narrative style, readers gain insight into the cycles of oppression and resistance, love
and loss, that define both families and nations.

The Historical Context Behind The House of the Spirits

Understanding the backdrop of The House of the Spirits adds layers of meaning to the novel.

Chile’s Political Turmoil

The book is set against the backdrop of Chile’s social and political upheaval, including the rise of
socialism, the military coup, and the ensuing dictatorship. Esteban Trueba’s character embodies the
old guard’s conservative and authoritarian tendencies, while younger generations represent hope
and change.

Allende’s portrayal is not just political commentary; it’s a reflection on human rights, social justice,
and the costs of political violence. Readers get a glimpse of the emotional and psychological scars
left on a country’s people during such times.

Autobiographical Elements

While the novel is fictional, it draws heavily on Isabel Allende’s own family history and Chilean
heritage. This personal connection adds authenticity and emotional depth. Her experiences of exile
and loss resonate through the narrative, making the novel both a tribute to her roots and a critique
of the forces that shaped her homeland.



Impact and Legacy of Isabel Allende’s The House of the
Spirits

Since its publication, The House of the Spirits has enjoyed international acclaim and has been
translated into numerous languages. It introduced many readers to Latin American literature and
the magic realism genre.

Influence on Latin American Literature and Beyond

Isabel Allende’s debut novel helped pave the way for Latin American voices in global literature. Its
success demonstrated that stories rooted in specific cultural and historical contexts could have
universal appeal. The book inspired both readers and writers to explore themes of identity, memory,
and social justice through similar narrative techniques.

Film and Adaptations

The popularity of The House of the Spirits also led to a film adaptation in 1993, starring Jeremy
Irons and Meryl Streep. While the movie received mixed reviews, it brought the story to a wider
audience and sparked renewed interest in Allende’s work.

Why Readers Still Return to The House of the Spirits

What keeps Isabel Allende the House of the Spirits relevant decades after its release? There are
several reasons.

Timeless Themes: Love, family, power, and social change are universal concerns that
resonate across cultures and generations.

Rich Characters: The novel’s characters are complex and memorable, each representing
different facets of human nature.

Historical Insight: For readers interested in Latin American history, the novel offers a vivid,
personal lens on political events.

Beautiful Prose: Allende’s lyrical writing style invites readers into a world where the
ordinary and extraordinary coexist.

For anyone looking to understand the power of storytelling to illuminate history and humanity, The
House of the Spirits remains a compelling read.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating The House of the
Spirits

If you’re planning to dive into Isabel Allende’s The House of the Spirits, here are some tips to
enhance your experience:

Keep a Family Tree Handy: With many characters spanning generations, a quick reference1.
can help keep relationships clear.

Embrace the Magic: Don’t overthink the supernatural elements; allow them to enrich the2.
story rather than distract.

Explore the Historical Context: Learning about Chile’s history during the 20th century can3.
deepen your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

Reflect on the Themes: Consider how the novel’s exploration of memory, power, and4.
resistance relates to contemporary issues.

Isabel Allende’s The House of the Spirits is more than a novel; it’s a gateway into a rich cultural and
emotional landscape that continues to inspire and provoke thought. Whether you’re a lover of
literary fiction, history, or magical realism, this book offers a rewarding journey through the spirits
that haunt both families and nations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Isabel Allende and what is her connection to 'The
House of the Spirits'?
Isabel Allende is a Chilean author who wrote 'The House of the Spirits,' her debut novel published in
1982. The book is a family saga that blends magical realism with historical and political themes.

What is the main theme of 'The House of the Spirits' by Isabel
Allende?
The main themes include family legacy, political turmoil, social injustice, and the blending of magical
realism with historical events in Chile.

How does Isabel Allende incorporate magical realism in 'The
House of the Spirits'?
Isabel Allende uses magical realism by integrating supernatural elements, such as spirits and
psychic abilities, into the everyday lives of her characters, creating a mystical and symbolic



narrative.

Is 'The House of the Spirits' by Isabel Allende based on real
historical events?
Yes, the novel is set against the backdrop of Chile’s political history, including the rise of socialism,
the military coup, and subsequent dictatorship, though the story and characters are fictional.

What role do women play in Isabel Allende's 'The House of the
Spirits'?
Women in the novel are central characters who exhibit strength, resilience, and influence over the
family and political events, challenging traditional gender roles.

How has 'The House of the Spirits' influenced Latin American
literature?
'The House of the Spirits' is considered a landmark in Latin American literature, popularizing
magical realism and inspiring a new generation of writers to explore political and social themes
through personal narratives.

What is the significance of the house in 'The House of the
Spirits'?
The house symbolizes family heritage, memory, and the passage of time, serving as a central setting
where the lives and histories of the characters unfold.

Has 'The House of the Spirits' been adapted into other media?
Yes, 'The House of the Spirits' was adapted into a feature film in 1993, starring Meryl Streep and
Jeremy Irons, and has also inspired theatrical productions.

Why is 'The House of the Spirits' still relevant today?
The novel remains relevant due to its exploration of themes like political oppression, family
dynamics, and social justice, which continue to resonate globally, alongside its rich storytelling and
magical realism.

Additional Resources
Isabel Allende The House of the Spirits: A Definitive Exploration of Magical Realism and Historical
Narrative

isabel allende the house of the spirits stands as a seminal work that intertwines the personal and
the political through a rich tapestry of magical realism and family saga. Since its publication in
1982, "The House of the Spirits" has cemented its position not only as a cornerstone of Latin



American literature but also as a profound commentary on Chilean history and society. This article
delves into the novel’s thematic complexity, stylistic nuances, and enduring cultural significance,
providing an investigative and analytical perspective on Isabel Allende’s landmark piece.

Understanding the Context of Isabel Allende’s The
House of the Spirits

Isabel Allende’s debut novel emerged during a period of intense political upheaval in Latin America,
particularly in Chile, where a military coup in 1973 dramatically altered the nation's trajectory. "The
House of the Spirits" is often read as an allegorical reflection of these events, embedding political
critique within an expansive family narrative that spans four generations. The story melds the
intimate with the historical, inviting readers to examine how personal lives are shaped by broader
social forces.

Isabel Allende, who herself went into exile following the coup, channels her experiences into a
narrative that is both universal and deeply rooted in specific cultural realities. Her use of magical
realism—a literary style that incorporates fantastical elements into otherwise realistic
settings—links her work to luminaries like Gabriel García Márquez, while also carving out a
distinctive voice that emphasizes female perspectives and generational memory.

The Narrative Structure and Character Development

At the heart of "The House of the Spirits" is the Trueba family, whose members personify different
facets of Chile’s social and political spectrum. The patriarch Esteban Trueba represents conservative
landowning elites, whose rigid beliefs and authoritarian tendencies clash with the more progressive
and idealistic younger generations. Through characters such as Clara, Esteban’s wife, endowed with
clairvoyant abilities, and Blanca, their daughter who defies social conventions, Allende explores
themes of love, power, and resistance.

The novel’s nonlinear narrative structure, marked by shifts in point of view and temporal jumps,
reflects the fragmented nature of memory and history. This stylistic choice enriches the storytelling
by layering personal recollections over historical events, allowing readers to perceive multiple
interpretations of truth. Isabel Allende’s lyrical prose enhances this effect, balancing poetic imagery
with incisive social commentary.

Magical Realism as a Narrative Device

Isabel Allende’s employment of magical realism in "The House of the Spirits" is not merely
ornamental but serves as a crucial mechanism for articulating the intangible aspects of human
experience. Clara’s supernatural abilities and the recurring presence of spirits function as
metaphors for memory, trauma, and the enduring influence of the past on the present.

This narrative strategy also challenges Western rationalist traditions by validating indigenous and
mystical worldviews prevalent in Latin American culture. The seamless integration of magical



elements into everyday life invites readers to reconsider the boundaries between reality and fantasy,
reflecting a cultural hybridity that is central to the region’s identity.

Thematic Exploration in Isabel Allende’s The House of
the Spirits

The novel’s thematic richness is one of its most compelling features, addressing issues that resonate
on both personal and societal levels. Below is a closer examination of key themes that permeate
Allende’s work:

1. Power and Oppression

Esteban Trueba’s transformation from a passionate young man to a dictatorial figure embodies the
dynamics of power and its capacity to corrupt. His exploitation of peasants and authoritarian control
within his household mirror the broader political repression experienced in Chile. The novel
critiques the cyclical nature of violence and the complicity of social structures in perpetuating
inequality.

2. The Role of Women

Isabel Allende foregrounds female experiences and voices, challenging patriarchal norms through
characters like Clara and Blanca. Their resilience and spiritual strength contrast with Esteban’s
brutality, highlighting alternative forms of power rooted in empathy and intuition. The narrative also
traces evolving gender roles across generations, reflecting shifting social attitudes.

3. Memory and History

Memory operates as both a theme and a narrative technique in "The House of the Spirits." The novel
interrogates how histories are recorded and remembered, emphasizing the importance of
storytelling in preserving cultural identity. The interplay between personal and collective memory
underscores the tension between forgetting and bearing witness.

4. Social Class and Change

The socioeconomic divide between landowners and peasants is central to the plot, illustrating the
entrenched class hierarchies in Chilean society. The younger characters’ engagement with socialist
ideals reflects broader political movements aiming for reform. Allende’s depiction of social change is
nuanced, acknowledging both progress and the costs of upheaval.



Comparative Insights: The House of the Spirits and
Latin American Literary Tradition

Isabel Allende’s novel is frequently compared with Gabriel García Márquez’s "One Hundred Years of
Solitude," another iconic work of magical realism. While both novels explore family sagas and
historical cycles, Allende’s approach is distinguished by its explicit focus on gender and the Chilean
political context.

Additionally, "The House of the Spirits" diverges from purely magical realist conventions by
incorporating elements of historical fiction and political allegory. This hybridization broadens its
appeal and situates it within a diverse literary landscape, contributing to ongoing dialogues about
identity, history, and narrative form in Latin America.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The novel’s popularity has led to multiple adaptations, including a 1993 film directed by Bille
August. While the cinematic version received mixed reviews, it introduced the story to a wider
audience. Furthermore, "The House of the Spirits" continues to be a staple in academic curricula
worldwide, used to explore themes of postcolonialism, gender studies, and Latin American history.

Isabel Allende’s success with this novel paved the way for her prolific career and helped bring Latin
American women writers to international prominence. The enduring relevance of "The House of the
Spirits" lies in its capacity to evoke empathy and understanding across cultural boundaries.

Critical Perspectives and Reception

Critics have lauded "The House of the Spirits" for its narrative ambition and emotional depth, though
some have debated the effectiveness of its magical realist elements. Detractors argue that the blend
of political commentary and supernatural motifs occasionally leads to uneven pacing. Nevertheless,
the novel’s strengths in character development and thematic complexity have largely overshadowed
such critiques.

From an SEO perspective, highlighting keywords such as Isabel Allende, The House of the Spirits,
magical realism, Latin American literature, and Chilean history ensures that readers searching for
in-depth information on these topics find comprehensive and authoritative content.

Pros and Cons of The House of the Spirits

Pros: Richly layered narrative; compelling characters; insightful political and social
commentary; innovative use of magical realism; strong female perspectives.

Cons: Occasionally complex narrative structure may challenge some readers; blending of



genres can feel uneven; specific historical context may require background knowledge for full
appreciation.

The novel’s capacity to engage readers in a multifaceted dialogue about history, memory, and
identity exemplifies its literary significance and justifies its continued study and admiration.

As an enduring work of fiction, Isabel Allende’s "The House of the Spirits" remains a vital text for
those interested in the intersections of literature, history, and culture. Its profound exploration of
human experience through the lens of magical realism ensures that it will continue to inspire
analysis and appreciation for years to come.
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  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits Isabel Allende, 2015-10-27
This “spectacular… absorbing and distinguished work…is a unique achievement, both personal
witness and possible allegory of the past, present, and future of Latin America” (The New York
Times Book Review). The House of the Spirits, which introduced Isabel Allende as one of the world’s
most gifted storytellers, brings to life the triumphs and tragedies of three generations of the Trueba
family. The patriarch Esteban is a volatile, proud man whose voracious pursuit of political power is
tempered only by his love for his delicate wife Clara, a woman with a mystical connection to the
spirit world. When their daughter Blanca embarks on a forbidden love affair in defiance of her
implacable father, the result is an unexpected gift to Esteban: his adored granddaughter Alba, a
beautiful and strong-willed child who will lead her family and her country into a revolutionary future.
One of the most important novels of the twentieth century, The House of the Spirits is an enthralling
epic that spans decades and lives, weaving the personal and the political into a universal story of
love, magic, and fate.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits Isabel Allende, 1986 (Book
Jacket Status: Not Jacketed) Chilean writer Isabel Allende's classic novel is both a richly symbolic
family saga and the riveting story of an unnamed Latin American country's turbulent history. In a
triumph of magic realism, Allende constructs a spirit-ridden world and fills it with colorful and
all-too-human inhabitants. The Trueba family's passions, struggles, and secrets span three
generations and a century of violent social change, culminating in a crisis that brings the proud and
tyrannical patriarch and his beloved granddaughter to opposite sides of the barricades. Against a
backdrop of revolution and counterrevolution, Allende brings to life a family whose private bonds of
love and hatred are more complex and enduring than the political allegiances that set them at odds.
The House of the Spirits not only brings another nation's history thrillingly to life, but also makes its
people's joys and anguishes wholly our own.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits Isabel Allende, 2025-02-06
As a girl, Clara del Valle can read fortunes, make objects move as if they had lives of their own, and
predict the future. Following the mysterious death of her sister, Rosa the Beautiful, Clara is mute for
nine years. When she breaks her silence, it is to announce that she will be married soon to the stern
and volatile landowner Esteban Trueba. Set in an unnamed Latin American country over three
generations, The House of the Spirits is a magnificent epic of a proud and passionate family, secret
loves and violent revolution. 'Extraordinary... Powerful... Sharply observant, witty and eloquent' New
York Times 'Intensely moving. Both entertaining and deeply serious' Evening Standard 'The only
cause The House of the Spirits embraces is that of humanity, and it does so with such passion,
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humor, and wisdom that in the end it transcends politics...The result is a novel of force and charm,
spaciousness and vigor' Washington Post
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: House of the Spirits Isabel Allende, 1985
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: A Study Guide for Isabel Allende's House of the
Spirits Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-24 A Study Guide for Isabel Allende's House of the Spirits,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Isabel Allende Textplus House of the Spirits Trinity
Press International, 1991-05-01
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2018-05-31 Unlock the more straightforward side of The House of the
Spirits with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an
analysis of The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende, a sweeping narrative which chronicles the
lives of three generations of the Trueba-del Valle family. As the members of this family grow older,
fall in love, develop their own political beliefs and come into conflict with each other, their story
provides a constant echo of the rise and fall of the ideologies, traditions and systems that shaped
Latin America itself. Isabel Allende is a Chilean writer, and is one of the most popular
Spanish-language authors in the world. The House of the Spirits was her debut novel, and its
popularity with readers catapulted her to widespread fame when it was published in 1982. Allende
was awarded the Chilean National Prize for Literature in 2010 in tribute to her long and varied
literary career. Find out everything you need to know about The House of the Spirits in a fraction of
the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: •A complete plot summary
•Character studies •Key themes and symbols •Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende
Llewellyn Johns, 1988
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Isabel Allende's House of the Spirits Trilogy Karen
Wooley Martin, 2010 The source of the narrative energy that creates such absorbing stories.
Allende's very popular novels have attracted both critical approval and opprobrium, often at the
expense of genuine analysis. This sophisticated study explores the narrative architecture of Allende's
House of the Spirits [1982], Daughter of Fortune [1999], and Portrait in Sepia [2000] as a trilogy,
proposing that the places created in these novels subvert the patriarchal norms that have governed
politics, sexuality, and ethnicity. Rooted in the Foucauldian premise that the history of space is
essentially the history of power, and supported by Susan Stanford Friedman's cultural geographies
of encounter as well as Gloria Anzaldúa's study of borderlands, this study shows that, by rejecting
traditional spatial hierarchies, Allende's trilogy systematically deterritorializes the elite while
shifting the previously marginalized to the physical and thematic centers of her works. This
movement provides the narrative energy which draws the reader into Allende's universe, and
sustains the 'good story' for which she has been universally acclaimed. KAREN WOOLEY MARTIN is
Associate Professor of Spanish at Union University, Jackson, Tennessee.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits Isabel Allende, 2005-04-19
Chilean writer Isabel Allende’s classic novel is both a richly symbolic family saga and the riveting
story of an unnamed Latin American country’s turbulent history. In a triumph of magic realism,
Allende constructs a spirit-ridden world and fills it with colorful and all-too-human inhabitants. The
Trueba family’s passions, struggles, and secrets span three generations and a century of violent
social change, culminating in a crisis that brings the proud and tyrannical patriarch and his beloved



granddaughter to opposite sides of the barricades. Against a backdrop of revolution and
counterrevolution, Allende brings to life a family whose private bonds of love and hatred are more
complex and enduring than the political allegiances that set them at odds. The House of the Spirits
not only brings another nation’s history thrillingly to life, but also makes its people’s joys and
anguishes wholly our own.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: La casa de los espiritus / The House of the
Spirits Isabel Allende, 2017-01-03 La casa de los esp©Ưritus narra la saga familiar de los Trueba,
desde principios del siglo XX hasta nuestra ©♭poca. Magistralmente ambientada en alg©ðn lugar de
Am©♭rica Latina, la novela sigue paso a paso el dram©Łtico y extravagante destino de unos
personajes atrapados en un entorno sorprendente y ex©đtico. Una novela de impecable pulso
estil©Ưstico y aguda lucidez hist©đrica y social.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The House of the Spirits (SparkNotes Literature
Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The House of the Spirits (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Isabel
Allende Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs,
and symbols a review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for
late-night studying and writing papers.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: A Study Guide for Isabel Allende's House of the
Spirits Cengage Learning Gale, 2015
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Ordinary Enchantments Wendy B. Faris, 2004
Ordinary Enchantments investigates magical realism as the most important trend in contemporary
international fiction, defines its characteristics and narrative techniques, and proposes a new theory
to explain its significance. In the most comprehensive critical treatment of this literary mode to date,
Wendy B. Faris discusses a rich array of examples from magical realist novels around the world,
including the work not only of Latin American writers like Gabriel Garcia Marquez, but also of
authors like Salman Rushdie, Gunter Grass, Toni Morrison, and Ben Okri. Faris argues that by
combining realistic representation with fantastic elements so that the marvelous seems to grow
organically out of the ordinary, magical realism destabilizes the dominant form of realism based on
empirical definitions of reality, gives it visionary power, and thus constitutes what might be called a
remystification of narrative in the West. Noting the radical narrative heterogeneity of magical
realism, the author compares its cultural role to that of traditional shamanic performance, which
joins the worlds of daily life and that of the spirits. Because of that capacity to bridge different
worlds, magical realism has served as an effective decolonizing agent, providing the ground for
marginal voices, submerged traditions, and emergent literatures to develop and create
masterpieces. At the same time, this process is not limited to postcolonial situations but constitutes
a global trend that replenishes realism from within. In addition to describing what many consider to
be the progressive cultural work of magical realism, Faris also confronts the recent accusation that
magical realism and its study as a global phenomenon can be seen as a form of commodification and
an imposition of cultural homogeneity. And finally, drawing on the narrative innovations and cultural
scenarios that magical realism enacts, she extends those principles toward issues of gender and the
possibility of a female element within magical realism.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: The Labyrinth Harold Bloom, Blake Hobby, 2009 In
literature, labyrinths can represent many things: complication and difficulty, interconnectedness,
creativity, and even literature itself. This new title discusses the role of the labyrinth in “The Garden
of Forking Paths,” Great Expectations, Ulysses, and many others. The Labyrinth unravels this theme
for literature students through 19 critical essays.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Isabel Allende Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2013-02-23
Isabel Allende--la Famosa to her fellow Chileans--is the world's most widely read Spanish language
author. Her career coincides with the emergence of multiculturalism and global feminism, and her
powerfully honest, revelatory works touch the pulse points of humankind. Her bravura study of the



interwoven roles of women in family history opens the minds of outsiders to the sufferings of women
and their children during years of social and political nightmare. This reference work provides an
introduction to Allende's life as well as a guided overview of her body of work. Designed for the fan
and scholar alike, this text features an alphabetized, fully-annotated listing of major terms in the
Allende canon, including fictional characters, motifs, historical events and themes. A comprehensive
index is included.
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Women, Houses, and Spirits Suellen DeHart
Baxter, 1991
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Magical Realism Lois Parkinson Zamora, Wendy B.
Faris, 1995 On magical realism in literature
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Literary Contexts in Novels: Isabel Allende's
'House of Spirits'. ,
  isabel allende the house of the spirits: Antigone's Daughters Marta L. Wilkinson, 2008
Antigone's Daughters presents various readings of the classical myth of Antigone as interpreted
through modern feminist and psychoanalytic literary theories. Topics such as femininity, education,
and establishing selfhood amidst the restrictions of the patriarchal society presented by Sophocles
provide the foundation for the modern novel. This study serves as a model for the comparative
interpretation of literary works of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries including the writings of
George Sand (Indiana), Karolina Pavlova (A Double Life), Nikolai Chernyshevsky (What Is to Be
Done?), Emile Zola (L'Assommoir and Nana), María Luisa Bombal (La amortajada) and Isabel
Allende (The House of the Spirits). Each chapter isolates an aspect of Antigone's struggle within
both the public and domestic spheres as she negotiates her independence and asserts her voice. A
valuable tool for the study of modern literature, the universality of Antigone presented in this study
prompts the investigation of many classical motifs while providing a thorough study of various
national literatures within their own contemporary contexts.
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