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Interview with the Vampire First Edition: A Collector’s Treasure and Literary Classic

interview with the vampire first edition holds a special place not only in the hearts of Anne Rice
fans but also in the world of literary collecting. This novel, which launched Rice’s famous Vampire
Chronicles series, first captivated readers in 1976 with its dark, sensual storytelling and complex
characters. For collectors, owning a first edition of this groundbreaking gothic novel is like holding a
piece of literary history, brimming with cultural significance and a haunting allure.

If you're curious about what makes the Interview with the Vampire first edition so coveted, or if
you're considering adding it to your personal collection, this article will guide you through its
significance, identifying features, and tips to ensure you're getting an authentic copy.

The Cultural Impact of Interview with the Vampire

Anne Rice’s Interview with the Vampire was revolutionary for the vampire genre. Before its release,
vampires were often portrayed as one-dimensional monsters or tragic figures trapped in horror
tropes. Rice’s novel introduced a fresh perspective by humanizing vampires, exploring their
existential dilemmas, emotional depth, and eternal loneliness. This narrative style paved the way for
a wave of vampire literature and media that followed, influencing countless authors, filmmakers, and
fans.

The first edition of Interview with the Vampire not only introduced the enigmatic vampire Louis de
Pointe du Lac but also set the tone for a series that would explore themes of immortality, morality,
and identity. It’s no surprise that the original print quickly became a prized possession among
bibliophiles and Anne Rice enthusiasts alike.

Identifying the Interview with the Vampire First Edition

Knowing how to identify the first edition of Interview with the Vampire is crucial for collectors and
fans. Because the book has been reprinted many times since 1976, distinguishing a true first edition
requires attention to detail.

Publication Details and Physical Characteristics

The first edition was published by Alfred A. Knopf in 1976. Here are some key features to look for:

¢ Dust Jacket: The original dust jacket features a dark, moody design with the title and Anne
Rice’s name prominently displayed. It often shows signs of aging, such as slight fading or wear
along the edges.



e Copyright Page: Look for the statement “First Edition” on the copyright page. Additionally,
the number line typically reads 1 2 34 56 7 8 9 0, which indicates a first printing.

e Size and Binding: The book is a hardcover edition measuring roughly 8.5 x 5.5 inches, with a
black cloth binding. The spine often features gold or copper-colored lettering.

e Price on Dust Jacket: The original dust jacket shows a price of $7.95, which is a helpful
detail to confirm authenticity.

Common Misconceptions and Counterfeits

Because Interview with the Vampire is so popular, counterfeit copies or later printings are
sometimes mistaken for first editions. Here are some tips to avoid these pitfalls:
¢ Do not rely solely on the dust jacket art; reprints may use similar imagery.
e Always check the copyright page for the presence of “First Edition” and the number line.
» Be wary of books without a dust jacket, as these are harder to authenticate.

e Consult reputable booksellers or auction houses who specialize in rare books.

Why Collectors Value the Interview with the Vampire
First Edition

Collecting rare books is about more than just ownership; it’s about preserving history and
appreciating the art of storytelling. The Interview with the Vampire first edition is prized for several
reasons:

Literary Significance

As Anne Rice’s debut novel, this edition marks the beginning of a series that reshaped vampire
fiction. It represents a turning point in literary history where horror blended with philosophical
introspection and gothic romance.

Condition and Rarity

First editions in excellent condition with intact dust jackets are rare. Over the decades, many copies



have been lost, damaged, or discarded, making surviving copies highly desirable.

Investment Potential

Rare books like Interview with the Vampire first edition often appreciate in value over time. For
collectors looking to blend passion with investment, securing a well-preserved copy can be a smart
move.

Tips for Buying and Caring for Your First Edition

Whether you're a seasoned collector or a newcomer, here are some practical tips to keep in mind
when seeking out or preserving your Interview with the Vampire first edition:

Buying Tips

e Research: Familiarize yourself with the identifying features mentioned earlier to avoid costly
mistakes.

e Buy from Trusted Sources: Reputable rare book dealers, auction houses, and specialized
bookstores are your best bet.

¢ Request Condition Reports: Ask sellers for detailed photos and descriptions of the book’s
condition, including dust jacket quality.

e Consider Provenance: Books with documented ownership history or signed copies can add
value.

Caring for Your First Edition

e Proper Storage: Keep the book in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight to prevent
fading and deterioration.

e Use Protective Covers: Acid-free dust jacket covers help preserve the original jacket’s
condition.

e Handle with Clean Hands: Oils and dirt can damage paper and cloth bindings.

» Avoid Excessive Handling: Minimize opening the book fully or bending pages to maintain its
structural integrity.



Exploring the Legacy Beyond the First Edition

While the first edition is a treasure, Interview with the Vampire’s legacy continues to grow. The
novel inspired a 1994 film starring Tom Cruise and Brad Pitt, bringing Rice’s vivid characters to a
wider audience. Additionally, the book has been reprinted in numerous formats, including special
anniversary editions, audiobooks, and graphic novels.

Collectors often find joy in tracing the evolution of the text and its adaptations, appreciating how a
single first edition sparked a fantastic world of vampires, storytelling, and gothic allure.

For readers who cherish literary history or fans of Anne Rice’s work, the Interview with the Vampire
first edition offers a tangible connection to the origin of a captivating world. Whether displayed on a
shelf or carefully stored in a collector’s archive, this book continues to whisper its dark, eternal tale
to those who hold it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the first edition of 'Interview with
the Vampire' by Anne Rice?

The first edition of 'Interview with the Vampire,' published in 1976, is significant as it marks the
debut of Anne Rice's influential vampire chronicles, introducing readers to a new, sophisticated
portrayal of vampires in literature.

How can I identify a true first edition of 'Interview with the
Vampire'?

A true first edition of 'Interview with the Vampire' typically has specific identifiers such as the
original publisher's imprint (Alfred A. Knopf), the publication date of 1976, and may include a
number line or statement indicating 'First Edition.' Collectors should consult bibliographic guides for
precise details.

Why is 'Interview with the Vampire' first edition considered a
collectible item?

The first edition is highly collectible due to its cultural impact, Anne Rice's popularity, the book's
role in redefining vampire fiction, and its relative rarity, especially in fine condition with dust jacket
intact.

What themes introduced in the first edition of 'Interview with



the Vampire' made it stand out?

The first edition explored themes of immortality, morality, loneliness, and existential angst through
the eyes of the vampire Louis, offering a complex and sympathetic portrayal that contrasted with
traditional vampire myths.

Are there any notable differences between the first edition and
later editions of 'Interview with the Vampire'?

Later editions may include revisions, new forewords or afterwords by Anne Rice, and updated cover
art, but the core text generally remains the same. The first edition is unique for being the original
published text without modifications.

How has the value of the first edition of 'Interview with the
Vampire' changed over time?

The value of the first edition has generally increased over time, especially as Anne Rice's work
gained a cult following and the vampire genre grew in popularity, making first editions sought after
by collectors and fans alike.

Where can I purchase a first edition of 'Interview with the
Vampire'?

First editions can be found through rare book dealers, auction sites, specialized bookstores, and
online marketplaces like eBay or AbeBooks. It's important to verify authenticity and condition when
purchasing.

Additional Resources
Interview with the Vampire First Edition: A Literary and Collectible Analysis

interview with the vampire first edition stands as a significant milestone in gothic literature,
marking the debut of Anne Rice’s renowned Vampire Chronicles series. Since its publication in 1976,
this novel has captivated readers with its dark, atmospheric storytelling and complex
characterizations. The first edition of Interview with the Vampire not only represents a pivotal
moment in modern vampire fiction but also has become a sought-after collectible for literary
enthusiasts and rare book collectors alike.

Exploring the first edition of Interview with the Vampire necessitates an understanding of its
cultural impact, distinctive features, and the value it holds in both literary and collector circles. This
article delves into these facets, presenting a thorough analysis of the book’s initial release, its
significance, and what makes the first edition a prized possession.



The Historical Context of Interview with the Vampire
First Edition

Published by Alfred A. Knopf in May 1976, Interview with the Vampire introduced readers to a novel
blend of horror and introspection. Anne Rice, writing under her married name Anne Rampling at the
time, brought a fresh perspective to vampire mythology, focusing on the existential angst and
emotional depth of immortal beings. This approach contrasted sharply with the traditional vampire
archetype prevalent in literature and cinema.

The first edition’s release coincided with a resurgence of interest in gothic horror and supernatural
fiction during the 1970s. Its success helped catapult Anne Rice into literary fame and laid the

groundwork for a series that expanded the vampire genre beyond simple horror tropes, influencing
countless works that followed.

Physical Characteristics of the First Edition

Collectors and bibliophiles often seek out the first edition of Interview with the Vampire for its
unique physical attributes:

e Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf

e Publication Date: May 1976

e Dust Jacket: Features an iconic, minimalist design with a dark and moody palette highlighting
a vampire’s portrait

e Binding: Hardcover with black cloth spine and silver lettering
e ISBN: 0394536197 (original 10-digit number)

e Print Run: Limited initial print, making surviving copies relatively rare

The dust jacket condition significantly affects the collectible value, with well-preserved jackets
commanding premium prices. Additionally, the first edition’s print quality, paper stock, and
typography reflect the publishing standards of the mid-1970s, further distinguishing it from later
reprints and editions.

Analyzing the Literary Impact of Interview with the
Vampire First Edition

While the physical characteristics define the collectible nature of the book, its literary content
remains the core of its enduring appeal. The first edition captures Anne Rice’s original voice and



narrative style, elements that subsequent editions and adaptations, such as the 1994 film, have
interpreted differently.

Innovations in Vampire Lore

Interview with the Vampire first edition introduces readers to Louis de Pointe du Lac, whose
introspective narration reveals a vampire conflicted by morality and immortality. This internal
conflict was a departure from the monstrous or purely evil portrayals common in earlier vampire
fiction. Rice’s vampires are deeply human in their emotions and struggles, which added a
psychological dimension to the genre.

This novel also redefined vampire mythology by exploring themes such as eternal loneliness,
identity, and the nature of evil. These thematic explorations contributed to its critical acclaim and
established a new template for vampire stories in literature and pop culture.

Comparisons with Later Editions and Adaptations

Subsequent editions of Interview with the Vampire often include revisions, forewords, or additional
content that provide insight into Anne Rice’s evolving perspective. However, purists and collectors
emphasize the importance of the first edition as it preserves the original text without later
modifications.

The 1994 film adaptation, while popular, takes creative liberties that diverge from the novel’s tone
and depth. Fans of the book often recommend reading the first edition to experience Rice’s

unaltered narrative, which offers richer character development and philosophical inquiry than the
cinematic version.

The Collectible Value and Market Trends

The interview with the vampire first edition holds significant value in the rare books market. Due to
its limited initial print run and the growing popularity of Anne Rice’s works, first editions have
appreciated steadily in price.

Factors Influencing Collectible Value

¢ Condition: Books with intact dust jackets, minimal wear, and no markings fetch the highest
prices.

e Provenance: Copies with author signatures or inscriptions are especially prized.

e Edition Confirmation: Verifying that a copy is a true first edition and first printing is critical
for valuation.



e Market Demand: The resurgence of interest in vampire fiction, fueled by new adaptations
and anniversaries, often boosts prices.

Price Range and Availability

As of recent market data, first edition copies of Interview with the Vampire typically range from
$500 to $2,000, depending largely on condition and completeness. Signed copies or those with
unique provenance can exceed this range. However, availability remains limited, with most copies
residing in private collections or rare book libraries.

Why Interview with the Vampire First Edition
Continues to Matter

The first edition of Interview with the Vampire is more than a collectible; it is a cultural artifact that
marks a transformative moment in literary history. Its narrative complexity, thematic depth, and
stylistic originality continue to resonate with contemporary readers and scholars.

For collectors, the book represents a tangible connection to a groundbreaking work, while for
literary critics, it offers a lens through which to examine the evolution of gothic and horror genres.
The first edition encapsulates the essence of Anne Rice’s early genius and the beginning of a
powerful legacy in vampire fiction.

In this way, Interview with the Vampire first edition remains a focal point for discussions about
genre innovation, literary value, and collectible significance. Its continued relevance underscores
the impact that a single novel can have, both as a work of art and as a physical object cherished by
generations.

Interview With The Vampire First Edition

interview with the vampire first edition: Antique Trader Book Collector's Price Guide
Richard Russell, 2006-07-05 This new edition of Antique Trader Book Collector's Price Guide
provides readers with the information and values to carve a niche for themselves in a market where
rare first editions of Jane Austen's Emma and J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone
recently sold at auction for 254,610 dollars and 40,355 dollars respectively. Organized in 13
categories, including Americana, banned, paranormal and mystery, this guide discusses identifying
and grading books, and provides collectors with details for identifying and assessing books in 8,000
listings.

interview with the vampire first edition: Interview with the Vampire Anne Rice,
2010-11-17 The spellbinding classic that started it all, from the #1 New York Times bestselling
author—the inspiration for the hit television series “A magnificent, compulsively readable thriller . . .
Rice begins where Bram Stoker and the Hollywood versions leave off and penetrates directly to the
true fascination of the myth—the education of the vampire.”—Chicago Tribune Here are the


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-170/interview-with-the-vampire-first-edition.pdf

confessions of a vampire. Hypnotic, shocking, and chillingly sensual, this is a novel of mesmerizing
beauty and astonishing force—a story of danger and flight, of love and loss, of suspense and
resolution, and of the extraordinary power of the senses. It is a novel only Anne Rice could write.

interview with the vampire first edition: Interview with the Vampire by Anne Rice (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-04-08 Unlock the more straightforward side of Interview with the
Vampire with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an
analysis of Interview with the Vampire by Anne Rice, which tells the story of Louis de Pointe du Lac,
a 200-year-old vampire. After being turned into a vampire by the handsome but utterly amoral
Lestat, Louis lived on a planatation and grew close to Claudia, a five-year-old girl who was also
turned into a vampire by Lestat, before travelling to Europe to try to unravel the mystery of his
origins. Interview with the Vampire is the first book in Anne Rice’s series The Vampire Chronicles,
and remains one of the most popular and influential vampire stories ever written. It was largely
responsible for introducing many of the tropes we associate with the genre, such as sleeping in
coffins and the black attire of vampires, and was adapted into a film starring Tom Cruise and Brad
Pitt in 1994. Find out everything you need to know about Interview with the Vampire in a fraction of
the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary ¢
Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

interview with the vampire first edition: Out-of-Print and Special Collection Materials Linda
S Katz, 2018-10-24 An invaluable how-to for librarians and archivists--inside insights from leading
collectors!This essential guide to the acquisition process covers every aspect of the search for
hard-to-find materials. Out-of-Print and Special Collection Materials: Acquisition and Purchasing
Options is a handbook of traditional and not-so-traditional methods for identifying, locating, and
acquiring rare items from a variety of sources. The book serves as a comprehensive reference for
professionals and students alike, drawing on the experiences of the foremost archivists in their
fields.The book offers a unique assortment of specialized essays, informative and instructive. The
assembled collectors are your guides on a journey in search of rare items--through specialty catalogs
and special circumstances, libraries and bookshops, collections and book stocks--through the print
underground of the acquisitions world. Topics range from the basics of acquisitions, to setting (and
sticking to) a budget, building a collection, determining the market value of out-of-print materials,
and more detailed looks at individual areas of research.Experienced archivists and budding
collectors will find indispensable information on a variety of vital topics in this book, including:
out-of-print music underground poetry acquisitions outside the United States planning a collection
hard-to-find materials on science, technology, and medicine out-of-print literature

interview with the vampire first edition: AB Bookman's Weekly , 1997

interview with the vampire first edition: The Secret Loves of Geeks Margaret Atwood,
Gerard Way, Dana Simpson, Sana Takeda, Patrick Rothfuss, 2018-02-13 Cartoonists and professional
geeks tell their intimate, heartbreaking, and inspiring stories about love, sex and, dating in this
comics and prose anthology, a follow-up to 2016 best-seller The Secret Loves of Geek Girls.
Featuring work by Margaret Atwood (Hag-Seed), Gerard Way (Umbrella Academy), Dana Simpson
(Phoebe and Her Unicorn), Cecil Castellucci (Soupy Leaves Home), Gabby Rivera (America),
Valentine De Landro (Bitch Planet), Amy Chu (Poison Ivy), Sfé R. Monster (Beyond: A queer comics
anthology), Michael Walsh (Secret Avengers), and many more.

interview with the vampire first edition: Slightly Chipped Lawrence Goldstone, Nancy
Goldstone, 2000-05-05 Continuing the couple's love affair with book collecting that was first shared
with readers in Used and Rare, the Goldstones get hooked on the correspondence and couplings of
Bloomsbury, track down Bram Stoker's earliest notes for Dracula, and discover new places to buy
rare tomes--meeting eccentric personalities along the way.




interview with the vampire first edition: Booked to Die John Dunning, 1992-01-23 Denver
policeman and knowledgeable book collector Cliff Janeway investigates the murder of a bookscout.

interview with the vampire first edition: A New Companion to The Gothic David Punter,
2015-09-08 The thoroughly expanded and updated New Companion to the Gothic, provides a series
of stimulating insights into Gothic writing, its history and genealogy. The addition of 12 new essays
and a section on ‘Global Gothic’ reflects the direction Gothic criticism has taken over the last
decade. Many of the original essays have been revised to reflect current debates Offers
comprehensive coverage of criticism of the Gothic and of the various theoretical approaches it has
inspired and spawned Features important and original essays by leading scholars in the field The
editor is widely recognized as the founder of modern criticism of the Gothic

interview with the vampire first edition: The Re-Enchantment of the West, Vol 2 Christopher
Partridge, 2006-06-20 Challenging some assessments of religion in the West, this study argues that,
although much organized religion, particularly Christianity, is in numerical decline, in actual fact we
are witnessing an alternative spiritual re-enchantment of society and culture.

interview with the vampire first edition: How to Get Published, Guaranteed Chevy Alden,
1994

interview with the vampire first edition: The EBay Price Guide Julia L. Wilkinson, 2006
Provides lists of selling prices of items found on eBay in such categories as antiques, boats, books,
cameras, coins, collectibles, dolls, DVDs, real estate, stamps, tickets, and video games.

interview with the vampire first edition: The Universal Vampire Barbara Brodman, James
E. Doan, 2013-03-08 Since the publication of John Polidori’s The Vampyre (1819), the vampire has
been a mainstay of Western culture, appearing consistently in literature, art, music (notably opera),
film, television, graphic novels and popular culture in general. Even before its entrance into the
realm of arts and letters in the early nineteenth century, the vampire was a feared creature of
Eastern European folklore and legend, rising from the grave at night to consume its living loved
ones and neighbors, often converting them at the same time into fellow vampires. A major question
exists within vampire scholarship: to what extent is this creature a product of European cultural
forms, or is the vampire indeed a universal, perhaps even archetypal figure? In this collection of
sixteen original essays, the contributors shed light on this question. One essay traces the origins of
the legend to the early medieval Norse draugr, an “undead” creature who reflects the underpinnings
of Dracula, the latter first appearing as a vampire in Anglo-Irish Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel, Dracula.
In addition to these investigations of the Western mythic, literary and historic traditions, other
essays in this volume move outside Europe to explore vampire figures in Native American and
Mesoamerican myth and ritual, as well as the existence of similar vampiric traditions in Japanese,
Russian and Latin American art, theatre, literature, film, and other cultural productions. The female
vampire looms large, beginning with the Sumerian goddess Lilith, including the nineteenth-century
Carmilla, and moving to vampiresses in twentieth-century film, literature, and television series.
Scientific explanations for vampires and werewolves constitute another section of the book,
including eighteenth-century accounts of unearthing, decapitation and cremation of suspected
vampires in Eastern Europe. The vampire’s beauty, attainment of immortality and eternal youth are
all suggested as reasons for its continued success in contemporary popular culture.

interview with the vampire first edition: Book Finds, 3rd Edition Ian C. Ellis, 2006-03-07 For
the experienced collector or someone embarking on a new hobby, this newly revised and updated
edition of Book Finds reveals the secrets of locating rare and valuable books. Includes information
on first editions and reader's copies, auctions and catalogs, avoiding costly and common beginner
mistakes, strategies of professional book scouts, and buying and selling on the Internet.

interview with the vampire first edition: The Twilight and Other Zones Stanley Wiater,
Matthew Bradley, Paul Stuve, 2009 Richard Matheson, author of I Am Legend, has captivated,
inspired, and terrified three generations of horror, fantasy, and science fiction fans. This work is the
first complete celebration of the man and his formidable legacy.

interview with the vampire first edition: MatchUp Sandra Brown, C. ]J. Box, Val Mcdermid,




Peter James, Kathy Reichs, Diana Gabaldon, Steve Berry, Gayle Lynds, David Morrell, Karin
Slaughter, Michael Koryta, Charlaine Harris, Andrew Gross, Lisa Jackson, John Sandford, Lara
Adrian, Christopher Rice, Lisa Scottoline, Nelson DeMille, J.A. Jance, Eric Van Lustbader,
2017-06-13 Collects stories written by best-selling thriller authors,11 women and 11 men partnered
in male-female literary pairings, in anthology that includes contributions by such favorites as Sandra
Brown, John Sandford and Eric Van Lustbader.

interview with the vampire first edition: The Adventures of Red Sonja Omnibus Roy Thomas,
Bruce Jones, Clair Noto, 2023-09-13 THE DEFINING SAGA OF THE SHE-DEVIL WITH A SWORD!
This comprehensive omnibus edition collects the classic Red Sonja stories from MARVEL FEATURE
#1-7, RED SONJA #1-15, and all of the She-Devil’s solo appearances from Marvel Comics’ THE
SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN in a single volume for the first time! Master storyteller ROY THOMAS
is joined by a dream team of comics collaborators — including FRANK THORNE, BRUCE JONES,
JOHN BUSCEMA, and HOWARD CHAYKIN, among many others — to spin timeless tales of swords,
sorcery, and crimson-maned revelry. Featuring fully remastered coloring throughout its 648 pages,
this weighty tome is truly a treasure worthy of its legendary namesake, celebrating her 50th
anniversary in comics this year!

interview with the vampire first edition: Catalogue of the Extensive and Valuable Library of
Manuscripts & Printed Books of His Excellency M. John Gennadius ... Sold ... the 28th of March,
1895, and Ten Days Following ... Sotheby & Co. (London, England), 1895

interview with the vampire first edition: Anne Rice Reader Katherine Ramsland,
2010-12-22 A collection of the most fascinating essays, articles, and interpretations of bestselling
author Anne Rice's complete works, by a variety of journalists and scholars. It includes a history of
vampire literature, a professional dominatrix's examination of Rice's erotica, and a
behind-the-scenes look at the making of the film version of Interview with the Vampire. From the
adventures of the Vampire Lestat to those of the Mayfair Witches, from the evocative historical epic
Cry to Heaven to the uninhibited erotica of Exit to Eden and the Sleeping Beauty trilogy, The Anne
Rice Reader presents a captivating range of perspectives on the imagination of a writer who has
enthralled her generation.

interview with the vampire first edition: Horror Literature through History Matt Cardin,
2017-09-21 This two-volume set offers comprehensive coverage of horror literature that spans its
deep history, dominant themes, significant works, and major authors, such as Stephen King, Edgar
Allan Poe, and Anne Rice, as well as lesser-known horror writers. Many of today's horror story
fans—who appreciate horror through movies, television, video games, graphic novels, and other
forms—probably don't realize that horror literature is not only one of the most popular types of
literature but one of the oldest. People have always been mesmerized by stories that speak to their
deepest fears. Horror Literature through History shows 21st-century horror fans the literary sources
of their favorite entertainment and the rich intrinsic value of horror literature in its own right.
Through profiles of major authors, critical analyses of important works, and overview essays focused
on horror during particular periods as well as on related issues such as religion, apocalypticism,
social criticism, and gender, readers will discover the fascinating early roots and evolution of horror
writings as well as the reciprocal influence of horror literature and horror cinema. This unique
two-volume reference set provides wide coverage that is current and compelling to modern
readers—who are of course also eager consumers of entertainment. In the first section, overview
essays on horror during different historical periods situate works of horror literature within the
social, cultural, historical, and intellectual currents of their respective eras, creating a seamless
narrative of the genre's evolution from ancient times to the present. The second section
demonstrates how otherwise unrelated works of horror have influenced each other, how horror
subgenres have evolved, and how a broad range of topics within horror—such as ghosts, vampires,
religion, and gender roles—have been handled across time. The set also provides alphabetically
arranged reference entries on authors, works, and specialized topics that enable readers to zero in
on information and concepts presented in the other sections.
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