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**Ame Church Sunday School Lessons: Nurturing Faith and Community**

ame church sunday school lessons play a pivotal role in cultivating spiritual
growth, biblical understanding, and a sense of community among members of the
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church. These lessons are more than just
weekly classes; they are foundational experiences that help individuals of
all ages deepen their knowledge of scripture, strengthen their faith, and
apply Christian principles in everyday life. Whether you are a teacher
preparing curriculum or a parent encouraging your child’s spiritual
development, understanding the structure and purpose of these lessons can
enhance the overall worship experience.

The Importance of Ame Church Sunday School
Lessons

Sunday school in the AME Church is deeply rooted in the tradition of
Christian education and discipleship. It serves as a vital ministry that
supports the church’s mission to spread the gospel and empower members
through biblical literacy. Sunday school lessons are designed to be
accessible and relevant, often tailored to different age groups ranging from
children and youth to adults and seniors.

By focusing on scripture study, prayer, and fellowship, these lessons foster
a nurturing environment where faith can flourish. They also provide a safe
space for open discussions about life’s challenges and moral questions,
allowing participants to find guidance through biblical teachings.

Building a Strong Biblical Foundation

At the core of ame church sunday school lessons is the commitment to teaching
the Bible in a way that is both understandable and applicable. Lessons often
follow a curriculum aligned with the liturgical calendar or thematic studies,
such as the life of Jesus, the Acts of the Apostles, or exploring the fruits
of the Spirit.

Teachers emphasize memorization of key verses, storytelling, and interactive
activities to help learners internalize biblical truths. This approach not
only cements knowledge but also encourages personal reflection and spiritual
growth.



Curriculum and Lesson Structure in Ame Church
Sunday School

The AME Church utilizes a structured curriculum that is designed to meet the
diverse needs of its congregation. Resources often include lesson guides,
scripture readings, discussion questions, and suggested activities. These
materials are crafted to ensure consistency and depth across different Sunday
school classes.

Age-Appropriate Learning

One of the strengths of ame church sunday school lessons is the focus on age-
appropriate content. For younger children, lessons may include Bible stories
with colorful visuals, songs, and crafts that reinforce the message in a fun
and memorable way. For youth and teenagers, lessons often tackle real-life
issues such as peer pressure, identity, and social justice through a biblical
lens.

Adults benefit from more in-depth Bible studies, exploring theology, church
history, and practical applications of faith in the workplace and community.
This multi-level approach ensures that everyone in the church family can
engage meaningfully with God’s word.

Interactive and Engaging Teaching Methods

Traditional lecture-style teaching is often supplemented with interactive
methods to keep learners engaged. Role-playing, group discussions, and
multimedia presentations are common techniques used in ame church sunday
school lessons. These activities encourage participation and help learners
connect biblical lessons to their own experiences.

Teachers may also incorporate music and prayer, which are integral parts of
worship in the AME tradition, to create a holistic learning atmosphere. By
fostering active involvement, Sunday school becomes a place where faith is
lived and shared, not just taught.

The Role of Sunday School Teachers in the AME
Church

Sunday school teachers hold a special place in the AME Church community. They
are mentors, spiritual guides, and facilitators of learning. Their dedication
and preparation can make a significant difference in the effectiveness of the
lessons.



Qualities of Effective Sunday School Teachers

Successful teachers in the AME Church exhibit patience, empathy, and a deep
understanding of scripture. They are skilled communicators who can share
biblical truths in ways that resonate with their students’ lives. Moreover,
they often serve as role models, demonstrating Christian virtues through
their actions and relationships.

Training and Support for Teachers

To equip teachers for their vital role, many AME churches offer training
sessions that cover lesson planning, classroom management, and spiritual
leadership. These workshops help teachers stay inspired and informed,
ensuring that the quality of Sunday school instruction remains high.

Incorporating Technology and Modern Resources

While the AME Church honors its rich traditions, it also embraces modern
technology to enhance Sunday school lessons. Digital resources such as online
lesson plans, Bible apps, and video sermons are increasingly integrated into
teaching.

Benefits of Using Technology in Sunday School

Technology allows for more dynamic and flexible learning experiences.
Teachers can access a wide range of multimedia materials that bring biblical
stories to life, making lessons more engaging for digital-savvy learners.
Additionally, virtual Sunday school classes have become essential, especially
when in-person gatherings are limited.

Balancing Tradition with Innovation

The challenge lies in balancing the use of technology with the AME Church’s
emphasis on personal fellowship and prayer. Effective Sunday school lessons
blend interactive digital content with communal worship and discussion,
preserving the relational aspect of faith formation.

Impact of Ame Church Sunday School Lessons on



the Community

Beyond spiritual education, ame church sunday school lessons contribute
significantly to community building and social outreach. Sunday school
classes often serve as support networks where members encourage one another
through life’s trials and celebrate milestones together.

Fostering Leadership and Service

Many AME church members first discover their leadership potential through
Sunday school. The lessons inspire students to take on roles within the
church, such as youth leaders, choir members, or outreach coordinators. This
empowerment aligns with the AME Church’s long-standing commitment to social
justice and community service.

Strengthening Family Bonds

Sunday school also plays a crucial role in strengthening families. When
children and adults learn together or participate in related family
activities, it creates a shared spiritual foundation. Parents and guardians
are encouraged to continue faith conversations at home, reinforcing the
lessons learned on Sunday.

Tips for Maximizing the Benefits of Ame Church
Sunday School Lessons

If you’re involved in Sunday school—whether as a teacher, parent, or
student—there are several ways to enrich the experience:

Prepare Ahead: Reviewing lesson materials before class helps teachers
deliver lessons confidently and allows students to engage more deeply.

Encourage Questions: Creating an open environment where questions are
welcomed fosters curiosity and critical thinking about faith.

Participate in Activities: Engaging in songs, crafts, or group
discussions reinforces learning and builds community spirit.

Apply Lessons to Daily Life: Reflecting on how biblical principles
relate to current events or personal challenges makes faith practical
and relevant.



Stay Connected: Maintaining fellowship outside of Sunday school through
church events or small groups strengthens relationships and spiritual
growth.

The experience of ame church sunday school lessons extends far beyond the
classroom. It’s a vibrant part of church life that nurtures faith, fosters
community, and equips believers to live out their calling in the world.
Through thoughtful teaching, engaging curriculum, and a supportive
environment, these lessons continue to be a cornerstone of spiritual
formation within the AME Church tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common themes covered in AME Church Sunday
School lessons?
Common themes in AME Church Sunday School lessons include salvation through
Jesus Christ, living a holy life, understanding the Bible, the history of the
AME Church, and applying Christian principles in daily life.

How can Sunday School lessons in the AME Church be
made more engaging for youth?
To engage youth in AME Church Sunday School lessons, incorporate interactive
activities, multimedia presentations, discussions on relevant social issues,
and opportunities for service projects that connect faith with action.

Where can I find AME Church Sunday School lesson
plans and materials?
Lesson plans and materials for AME Church Sunday School can often be found
through the official AME Church website, denominational publishing houses,
and Christian education resources that align with AME doctrine.

How do AME Church Sunday School lessons incorporate
African American history and culture?
AME Church Sunday School lessons often integrate African American history and
culture by highlighting the church's role in social justice, the civil rights
movement, and celebrating notable African American Christian leaders and
their contributions.



What is the structure of a typical AME Church Sunday
School lesson?
A typical AME Church Sunday School lesson includes opening prayer, scripture
reading, lesson presentation, group discussion, application of biblical
principles, and closing prayer or worship, designed to nurture faith and
understanding.

Additional Resources
A Comprehensive Review of AME Church Sunday School Lessons

ame church sunday school lessons have long been a foundational element in the
spiritual education and growth of African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church
members. These lessons are designed not only to impart biblical knowledge but
also to nurture moral values, community awareness, and a deep connection to
the church’s rich heritage. As Sunday school continues to be a critical
ministry within the AME Church, understanding the structure, content, and
impact of these lessons provides valuable insight into how faith-based
education evolves within a historic denomination.

Understanding AME Church Sunday School Lessons

Sunday school within the AME Church is more than a weekly gathering—it
represents a systematic approach to Christian education that spans all age
groups, from young children to adults. The lessons are carefully curated to
align with the church’s doctrinal beliefs and to reflect the lived
experiences of its predominantly African American congregation. This approach
distinguishes AME Church Sunday school lessons from more generic Christian
education programs by emphasizing historical context, social justice, and
spiritual empowerment.

The curriculum often follows a quarterly or annual cycle, with each lesson
structured around scripture passages, thematic explorations, and practical
applications. Lessons are typically supported by printed materials, teacher
guides, and digital resources, allowing for adaptable teaching styles that
cater to various learning preferences.

Curriculum Features and Thematic Focus

One of the distinct features of AME Church Sunday school lessons is their
integration of biblical narratives with contemporary issues. For example,
lessons may explore themes such as liberation, perseverance, and community
service, drawing parallels between the struggles of biblical figures and the
African American experience. This contextualization helps learners see the



relevance of scripture in their daily lives and encourages active
participation in church and society.

Additionally, the curriculum is inclusive of different learning levels,
offering age-appropriate content that ranges from simple Bible stories for
children to more complex theological discussions for adults. This tiered
approach ensures that each participant gains meaningful insight regardless of
their stage in faith or education.

Pedagogical Approaches in AME Sunday School

The teaching methodology employed in AME Church Sunday school lessons leans
heavily on interactive and participatory learning. Rather than passive
listening, students are encouraged to engage in discussion, memorization, and
practical exercises that reinforce lesson themes. This dynamic approach
supports retention and fosters a deeper personal connection to the material.

Teachers, often church members trained in Christian education, utilize
question-and-answer formats, group activities, and multimedia presentations
to cater to diverse learning styles. The use of storytelling, particularly
oral traditions rooted in African American culture, enriches the learning
environment and helps convey spiritual truths in memorable ways.

Comparative Insights: AME Lessons vs. Other
Denominations

When compared to Sunday school programs in other Protestant denominations,
AME Church Sunday school lessons stand out for their emphasis on social
justice and historical consciousness. While many churches focus primarily on
scripture memorization and doctrinal instruction, the AME curriculum embeds
lessons in the broader narrative of African American resilience and faith.

Furthermore, the AME Church’s commitment to empowerment through education is
reflected in their Sunday school’s encouragement of critical thinking and
community involvement. This contrasts with some traditional programs that may
prioritize rote learning or a narrower theological scope.

Impact and Relevance in Contemporary Faith
Communities

The continued relevance of AME Church Sunday school lessons can be attributed
to their adaptability and alignment with congregants’ spiritual and social
realities. In an era where faith communities grapple with rapid cultural
changes and ethical challenges, these lessons provide a framework for



navigating complex issues through a biblical lens.

Moreover, the lessons serve a vital role in intergenerational faith
transmission. By cultivating a shared understanding of scripture and church
history, Sunday school helps bridge age gaps and strengthens communal bonds.
This is particularly significant in maintaining the vibrancy of the AME
Church’s ministries in urban and rural settings alike.

Digital Adaptations and Modern Resources

In recent years, the AME Church has embraced technology to enhance the
accessibility and effectiveness of its Sunday school lessons. Online
platforms, downloadable lesson plans, and virtual teaching sessions have
become increasingly common, especially in response to global events impacting
in-person gatherings.

These digital resources allow for a broader reach, inviting participation
from members who might otherwise be unable to attend traditional classes.
Additionally, multimedia tools such as video sermons, podcasts, and
interactive quizzes complement the lessons and cater to younger, tech-savvy
learners.

Strengths and Challenges of AME Church Sunday
School Lessons

Strengths: The lessons offer culturally relevant content that resonates
deeply with the congregation; they encourage active learning and
critical engagement; they foster community cohesion and spiritual
growth.

Challenges: Some congregations may face resource limitations that affect
the consistency of lesson delivery; adapting lessons for highly diverse
age groups can be complex; integrating new technologies requires ongoing
training and support for teachers.

Despite these challenges, the commitment of the AME Church to maintaining a
robust Sunday school ministry underscores its importance as a pillar of faith
formation and community development.

The evolving nature of AME Church Sunday school lessons reflects a broader
trend within religious education to balance tradition with innovation. As the
church continues to nurture future generations of believers, these lessons
remain a vital tool in shaping informed, engaged, and spiritually grounded
members.



Ame Church Sunday School Lessons

  ame church sunday school lessons: The African Methodist Episcopal Church Dennis C.
Dickerson, 2020-01-09 Explores the emergence of African Methodism within the black Atlantic and
how it struggled to sustain its liberationist identity.
  ame church sunday school lessons: To Raise Up the South Sally G. McMillen, 2001-12-01
In the half century after the Civil War, evangelical southerners turned increasingly to Sunday
schools as a means of rejuvenating their destitute region and adjusting to an ever-modernizing
world. By educating children -- and later adults -- in Sunday school and exposing them to Christian
teachings, biblical truths, and exemplary behavior, southerners felt certain that a better world would
emerge and cast aside the death and destruction wrought by the Civil War. In To Raise Up the
South, Sally G. McMillen offers an examination of Sunday schools in seven black and white
denominations and reveals their vital role in the larger quest for southen redemption. McMillen
begins by explaining how the schools were established, detailing northern missionaries'
collaboration in their creation and the eventual southern resistance to this northern aid. She then
turns to the classroom, discussing the roles of church officials, teachers, ministers, and parents in
the effort to raise pious children; the different functions of men and women; and the social benefits
of such participation. Though denominations of both races saw Sunday schools as a way to increase
their numbers and mold their children, white southerners rarely raised the race issue in the
classroom. Black evangelicals, on the other hand, used their Sunday schools to discuss and decry Jim
Crow laws, rising violence, and widespread injustices. Integrating the study of race, class, gender,
and religion, To Raise Up the South provides an exciting new lens through which to view the
turbulent years of Reconstruction and the emergence of the New South. It charts the rise of an
institution that became a mainstay in the lives of millions of southerners.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Sowing Stories Deep in the Soul Joyce Elaine Gill
Johnson, 2017-12-07 Some adolescent women struggle to maintain positive self-identity, resilience,
and personalized faith development on their journey toward adulthood. It is a contemporary crisis
recognized by many, including ministry leaders of faith communities. In today’s fast-paced digital
culture, concerns addressing challenges facing adolescent women are evident in research literature.
To strengthen their spiritual well-being, emphasis is placed on spiritual formation practices that
enhance faith, hope, and personal relationships amid social, peer, and media pressures pulling them
into negative, detrimental, and dysfunctional lifestyles. Empirical research reveals a need to
transform negative images and self-destruction utilizing stories of holistic well-being. Sowing Stories
Deep in the Soul: Biblical Storytelling with Adolescent Women highlights biblical women touched by
the holistic healing ministry of Jesus with deep soul-stirring experiences of God’s compassionate
love. It meets the need as a spiritual formation ministry model focused on creativity, engaging study,
internalized story learning, positive life connections, and performing biblical stories by heart. These
expressive aspects form the ancient oral character of Bible stories internalized and voiced in
repeated performances for compelling impact and action. Included are replicable results of action
research using this model with adolescent women to encourage maintaining Christ-centered lives.
  ame church sunday school lessons: ReVisioning James Romaine, Linda Stratford,
2014-05-20 ReVisioning: Critical Methods of Seeing Christianity in the History of Art examines the
application of art historical methods to the history of Christianity and art. As methods of art history
have become more interdisciplinary, there has been a notable emergence of discussions of religion
in art history as well as related fields such as visual culture and theology. This book represents the
first critical examination of scholarly methodologies applied to the study of Christian subjects,
themes, and contexts in art. ReVisioning contains original work from a range of scholars, each of
whom has addressed the question, in regard to a well-known work of art or body of work, How have
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particular methods of art history been applied, and with what effect? The study moves from the third
century to the present, providing extensive treatment and analysis of art historical methods applied
to the history of Christianity and art.
  ame church sunday school lessons: The Encyclopaedia of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church Richard Robert Wright, 1947 Containing principally the biographies of the men and women,
both ministers and laymen, whose labors during a hundred and sixty years, helped make the AME
Church what it is; Also short historical sketches of Annual Conferences, educational institutions,
General Departments, Missionary Societies of the AME Church, and general information about:
historical, theological, sociological, legal and other matters concerning African Methodism and the
Christian church in general.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Singing through Struggle Carolynne Hitter Brown,
2025-04-21 Singing through Struggle: Music, Worship, and Identity in Postemancipation Black
Churches offers an innovative look at the vital role music and worship played in nurturing Black
citizenship and identity during the Reconstruction era. In such border cities as Baltimore,
Washington, DC, and Philadelphia, the church was where newly emancipated migrants and members
of the free Black community merged identities, priorities, and experiences through a process of
cultural negotiation. Music, as a sign of Black achievement and as a genuine expression of identity,
produced both bastions and battlegrounds in the fight for democracy. The music of Black
churchgoers, singing together in sanctuaries as well as in homes, schools, and outdoors, expressed
resistance to uplift ideologies within and to white supremacy without. Even while using hymns and
music of the European sacred tradition, members infused the songs they chose with new meanings
relevant to their evolving concerns and situations. Drawing on fresh archival sources, Singing
through Struggle sheds light on the unexplored gap in the study of African American religious music
between slavery and the Great Migration, demonstrating the continuous stream of Black creativity
and dignity that existed in religious music making between gospel music and the spirituals. This
close-up investigation of three Black congregations draws out previously forgotten stories of men
and women who understood church music as key to shaping a collective purpose and civic identity.
Their stories demonstrate how faith, music, and ritual gave the Black community means for
exploring a deeply complex and ever-changing reality.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Yea, Lord! Moving with the Spirit Mozella Mitchell,
2020-02-10 This is a searching perceptive examination of the fifty years of Dr. Mitchell’s service as
preacher in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ministry and a scholar in the church and
university, how she was led into this dual profession, how she survived in it as a Black woman, how
social movements and changes in the society impacted her life and ambitions, and most of all how
God was always working in her life over more than eight decades, guiding, directing, sustaining her
and enabling her to achieve His purposes for her life, thereby getting the glory out of her life for the
good of her family, others, friends, and the church and society. She accepted her role as a divine
instrument, and only God could have enabled her to adjust and readjust to the rapid changes taking
place from one decade to another in the Civil Rights Movement, the Black Power Movement, the
Women’s Rights Movement, the Black Womanist Movement.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Centennial Encyclopaedia of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church Richard Robert Wright, 1916
  ame church sunday school lessons: The Stained Glass Window David Levering Lewis,
2025-02-11 National Humanities Medal recipient and two-time recipient of the Pulitzer Prize David
Levering Lewis’s own family history that shifts our understanding of the larger American story
Sitting beneath a stained glass window dedicated to his grandmother in the Atlanta church where
his family had prayed for generations, preeminent American historian David Levering Lewis was
struck by the great lacunae in what he could know about his own ancestors. He vowed to excavate
their past and tell their story. There is no singular American story. Yet the Lewis family contains
many defining ones. David Levering Lewis’s lineage leads him to the Kings and Belvinses, two white
slaveholding families in Georgia; to the Bells, a free persons of color slaveholding family in South



Carolina; and to the Lewises, an up-from-slavery black family in Georgia. Lewis’s father, John Henry
Lewis Sr., set Lewis on the path he pursues, introducing him to W. E. B. Du Bois and living by
example as Thurgood Marshall’s collaborator in a key civil rights case in Little Rock. In The Stained
Glass Window, Lewis reckons with his legacy in full, facing his ancestors and all that was lost, all the
doors that were closed to them. In this country, the bonds of kinship and the horrific fetters of
slavery are bound up together. The fight for equity, the loud echoes of the antebellum period in our
present, and narratives of exceptionalism are ever with us; in these pages, so, too, are the voices of
Clarissa, Isaac, Hattie, Alice, and John. They shaped this nation, and their heir David Levering
Lewis's chronicle of the antebellum project and the subsequent era of marginalization and resistance
will transform our understanding of it.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Slave Missions and the Black Church in the Antebellum
South Janet Duitsman Cornelius, 1999 How slaves created the organized black church while still
under the oppression of bondage.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Lessons In Christian Singleness Jr., Ernest Jefferson,
  ame church sunday school lessons: Religious Education in the African American
Tradition Kenneth H. Hill, 2012-11 Schweitzer?s goal in this book is to explore what postmodernity
actually means for theology and how theology and the church may respond to its challenges. He
focuses on the life cycle as it is changing with the advent of postmodernity, looking sequentially at
segments of the life cycle using different lenses: modernity, postmodernity, and responses from
church and theology. Schweitzer concludes with a theology of the life cycle.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Embassy of Onesimus Allen Dwight Callahan,
1997-05-01 Virtually all modern commentaries on Philemon agree with the interpretation from late
antiquity that the letter treats the case of Onesimus, a pilfering runaway slave, who Paul is
attempting to rehabilitate in the eyes of Philemon, his rightfully angry master. In this commentary,
however, Allen Callahan tells another story. His reading of the rhetorical situation and
reconstruction of the historical context provides a new narrative for the letter. He interpretation for
which he argues is that of several nineteenth-century American abolitionist interpreters. Here, then,
is not the story of a runaway slave but a story of the estrangement of two Christina brothers,
Onesimus and Philemon. Professor Callahan proposes that his alternative reading of the letter offers
a paradigm for Christian reconciliation that necessarily includes diplomacy, persuasion, forbearance,
and reparations for injured parties. In other words, the letter speaks of the challenging implications
of Christian love and the imperative of Christian justice. If there is an interpretation of great
moment to be offered for this otherwise unremarkable piece of correspondence, then the treatment
of these themes holds the promise of such an interpretation. Allen Dwight Callahan teaches New
Testament at Harvard Divinity School.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Racialized Health, COVID-19, and Religious
Responses R. Drew Smith, Stephanie C. Boddie, Bertis D. English, 2022-03-10 Racialized Health,
COVID-19, and Religious Responses: Black Atlantic Contexts and Perspectives explores black
religious responses to black health concerns amidst persistent race-based health disparities and
healthcare inequities. This cutting-edge edited volume provides theoretically and descriptively rich
analysis of cases and contexts where race factors strongly in black health outcomes and dynamics,
viewing these matters from various disciplinary and national vantage points. The volume is divided
into the following four parts: Systemic and Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Black Health Ecclesial
Responses to Black Health Vulnerabilities Public Education and Policy Considerations Spirituality
and the Wellness of Black Minds, Bodies and Souls Part I explores ways social and cultural factors
such as racial bias, religious conviction, and resource capacity have influenced and delimited black
health prospects. Part II looks historically and contemporarily at denominational and ecumenical
responses to collective black health emergencies in places such as Nigeria, the UK, the US, and the
Caribbean. Part III focuses on public advocacy, particularly collective black health, both in terms of
policy and education. The final section deals with spiritual, psychological, and theological
dimensions, understandings, and pursuits of black health and wholeness. Collectively, the essays in



the volume delineate analysis and action that wrestle with the multidimensional nature of black
wellness and with ways broad public resources and black religious resources should be mobilized
and leveraged to ensure collective black wellness. The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  ame church sunday school lessons: The Chautauquan , 1896
  ame church sunday school lessons: Black Cadet in a White Bastion Brian Shellum,
2006-01-01 Examines the life of Charles Young, whose hard work, intellect, focus, and humor
allowed him to overcome hazing, social ostracism, and academic difficulties to become the third
black graduate of West Point and a colonel.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Poems, Prose, and Prayers Julia Frazier White PhD,
2021-03-07 Dr. White is a mother, grandmother, Sunday school teacher, Information Systems
consultant, editor for technical and scholarly writing projects, and is retired from IBM Corporation
as a Senior Systems Engineer. Other books by Dr. White include Forgiving: Learning How to
Forgive, and she is co-author and Senior Editor of the anthology George Liele’s Life and Legacy: An
Unsung Hero. She is currently working on One Woman’s Journey to Wellness, and Ordinary People:
Extraordinary Parents. Dr. White delivers workshops, speeches, and courses on forgiveness, and
teaches computer software classes. Dr. White holds a BA in mathematics with minors in chemistry
and German from Murray State University, an MS in Management (concentration Project
Management) from Colorado Technical University, and Ph.D. in Christian Counseling from
Newburgh Theological Seminary.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Clergy Education in America Larry Abbott Golemon,
2021-01-19 Clergy have historically been represented as figures of authority, wielding great
influence over our society. During certain periods of American history, members of the clergy were
nearly ever-present in public life. But men and women of the clergy are not born that way, they are
made. And therefore, the matter of their education is a question of fundamental public importance.
In Clergy Education in America, Larry Golemon shows not only how our conception of
professionalism in religious life has changed over time, but also how the education of religious
leaders have influenced American culture. Tracing the history of clergy education in America from
the Early Republic through the first decades of the twentieth century, Golemon tracks how the
clergy has become increasingly diversified in terms of race, gender, and class in part because of this
engagement with public life. At the same time, he demonstrates that as theological education
became increasingly intertwined with academia the clergy's sphere of influence shrank significantly,
marking a turn away from public life and a decline in their cultural influence. Clergy Education in
America offers a sweeping look at an oft-overlooked but critically important aspect of American
public life.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Who Will I Be Lord? Vaunda Micheaux Nelson,
2011-06-28 A lyrical story about how looking back is helpful when you start looking forward. . . . A
young girl thoughtfully considers her family tree and the vibrant ancestors who populate it. As each
family member’s story is revealed, her quiet meditation—about what kind of person she’ll be when
she grows up—transforms into a testament to the importance of sharing family stories. The simple,
elegant narrative combined with Sean Qualls’s evocative art makes for a wonderful read-aloud
experience.
  ame church sunday school lessons: Ayer Directory of Publications , 1895
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