african politics in comparative
perspective

African Politics in Comparative Perspective: Understanding the Complexities and Dynamics

african politics in comparative perspective opens up a fascinating window into the
diverse political landscapes across the continent, highlighting both shared patterns and
unique national experiences. When we analyze African politics alongside other regions, we
gain a richer understanding of the forces shaping governance, development, and social
change in Africa. This approach allows us to appreciate the continent’s complexities beyond
stereotypes and simplistic narratives, revealing how historical legacies, institutional
frameworks, and socio-economic conditions interplay to shape political outcomes.

The Foundation of African Politics: Historical and
Institutional Contexts

African politics cannot be fully understood without acknowledging its historical roots.
Colonialism left deep imprints on political institutions, state-building processes, and
intergroup relations. Comparing African states to other post-colonial nations globally, such
as those in Asia or Latin America, offers valuable insights into how colonial legacies have
influenced the nature of political authority and state-society relations.

Colonial Legacy and State Formation

The arbitrary borders drawn by colonial powers often grouped together diverse ethnic
groups with differing political traditions. This has contributed to enduring challenges in
nation-building and governance. Unlike many European countries, where statehood evolved
over centuries with relatively homogeneous populations, African states inherited artificial
boundaries that complicate national identity and political cohesion. In comparative
perspective, this can be contrasted with countries like India, where colonial borders also
present challenges but where different federal structures have been employed to manage
diversity.

Institutional Development and Governance Models

African states exhibit a wide range of political institutions, from presidential systems to
parliamentary democracies and hybrid regimes. Some countries have adopted multiparty
democracy, while others remain under authoritarian rule or experience hybrid political
orders. Comparing these institutional arrangements with those in other developing regions
highlights how political stability and democratic consolidation are influenced by factors
such as electoral systems, party structures, and legal frameworks.



Ethnicity, ldentity Politics, and Comparative
Dynamics

One of the most discussed aspects of African politics is the role of ethnicity and identity in
shaping political competition and conflict. When viewed through a comparative lens, it
becomes clear that ethnic politics is not unique to Africa but manifests differently
depending on historical and institutional contexts.

Ethnic Mobilization and Political Competition

In many African countries, political parties often align along ethnic lines, which can lead to
both inclusion and exclusion. This phenomenon is comparable to identity-based politics
observed in other parts of the world, such as in the Balkans or parts of Southeast Asia.
Understanding the mechanisms of ethnic mobilization in Africa helps explain electoral
outcomes, patterns of patronage, and challenges to national integration.

Managing Diversity: Federalism and Decentralization

Several African states have experimented with federalism or devolved governance as a
means to accommodate ethnic diversity and reduce conflict. Ethiopia and Nigeria are prime
examples where federal structures aim to balance regional autonomy with national unity.
Comparing these systems to federal arrangements in countries like India or Canada can
shed light on best practices and pitfalls in managing multi-ethnic societies.

Democratization and Political Change

The wave of democratization that swept across Africa in the 1990s marked a significant
shift in the continent’s political trajectory. Examining African political transitions within a
comparative framework helps to uncover both common challenges and unique features of
democratization processes.

Transitions from Authoritarianism

Many African countries transitioned from single-party or military regimes to multiparty
democracies during the 1990s. However, the success and stability of these transitions vary
widely. Comparative studies reveal that factors such as civil society strength, international
pressure, and economic conditions play critical roles in shaping democratization outcomes.
Comparing these transitions to similar processes in Eastern Europe or Latin America offers
a broader understanding of the conditions favorable for democratic consolidation.



Challenges to Democratic Governance

Despite significant progress, African democracies often face challenges such as electoral
fraud, corruption, weak institutions, and restrictions on political freedoms. These issues are
not unique to Africa but are prevalent in many new democracies worldwide. Understanding
these obstacles in a comparative context can inform strategies to strengthen democratic
institutions and promote accountable governance.

Conflict, Security, and Political Stability

Africa has experienced numerous conflicts that have deeply impacted political stability and
development. Placing African conflicts in a comparative perspective reveals underlying
causes and potential pathways to peace and security.

Roots of Conflict: Resource Competition and ldentity

Many African conflicts stem from competition over natural resources, land, and political
power, often intertwined with ethnic or religious identities. Similar dynamics are observable
in other resource-rich regions globally. Comparative analysis helps to identify conflict
prevention strategies, such as inclusive governance, equitable resource sharing, and
effective conflict resolution mechanisms.

Peacebuilding and Regional Security Architectures

African regional organizations, like the African Union (AU) and regional economic
communities, play vital roles in mediating conflicts and promoting stability. Comparing
these efforts with regional security arrangements in other parts of the world, such as the
European Union or ASEAN, highlights the strengths and limitations of collective security in
diverse political contexts.

The Role of External Actors in African Politics

No discussion of African politics in comparative perspective would be complete without
considering the influence of external actors. Foreign governments, international
organizations, and multinational corporations have shaped political developments in Africa
in complex ways.

Foreign Aid, Development Assistance, and Political



Influence

International aid has been a double-edged sword in African politics. While it provides

essential resources for development, it can also foster dependency and undermine local
governance. Comparing Africa’s experience with other aid-receiving regions helps clarify
how aid effectiveness can be improved and how political sovereignty can be maintained.

Geopolitics and Strategic Interests

Africa’s geopolitical importance has attracted interest from global powers, from Cold War
rivalries to China’s recent economic investments. Understanding these dynamics in a
comparative framework reveals how external interests interact with domestic politics,
sometimes stabilizing regimes and other times exacerbating conflicts.

Emerging Trends and the Future of African
Politics

Looking ahead, analyzing African politics in comparative perspective allows us to anticipate
emerging trends and challenges. These include the increasing role of youth in political
activism, the impact of digital technology on political participation, and shifting economic
landscapes.

Youth Movements and Political Change

Africa has one of the youngest populations globally, and youth-led movements are
increasingly influential in demanding political reform and social justice. Comparing these
movements to youth activism elsewhere offers lessons on harnessing youthful energy for
positive change.

Technology and Political Engagement

The rise of social media and mobile technology is transforming political communication and
mobilization across Africa. This trend mirrors global patterns but also presents unique
challenges related to misinformation and digital divides. Understanding these dynamics
comparatively can guide policies promoting inclusive and responsible digital participation.

Exploring african politics in comparative perspective enriches our grasp of the continent’s
political realities and highlights the interconnectedness of global political trends. By
drawing lessons from other regions while appreciating Africa’s unique contexts, scholars,
policymakers, and citizens alike can better navigate the challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key characteristics of African politics in a
comparative perspective?

African politics is characterized by a diversity of political systems, post-colonial state-
building challenges, ethnic and regional cleavages, and the influence of traditional
authorities. Compared to other regions, African politics often involves a complex interplay
of formal institutions and informal networks, with issues such as governance,
democratization, and development being central themes.

How does democratization in African countries compare
with other regions?

Democratization in African countries has been uneven, with some states making significant
progress toward free and fair elections, while others remain authoritarian. Compared to
Latin America or Eastern Europe, Africa's democratization is often challenged by weak
institutions, electoral violence, and the persistence of neopatrimonialism, although there
are notable success stories like Ghana and Botswana.

What role do ethnicity and identity play in African
politics compared to other continents?

Ethnicity and identity are salient factors in African politics, often influencing voting
behavior, party formation, and conflicts. While identity politics exist globally, in Africa, the
legacy of colonial borders and ethnic heterogeneity intensify these dynamics, sometimes
leading to ethnic-based political mobilization and conflict, more so than in more
homogeneous or differently structured societies.

How do traditional authorities influence contemporary
African political systems?

Traditional authorities, such as chiefs and elders, often play a significant role in governance
and conflict resolution in many African countries. Unlike in many Western democracies
where such roles are largely ceremonial or non-existent, in Africa, they can wield
substantial informal power and legitimacy, influencing local governance and even national
politics in some cases.

What impact does colonial history have on the political
institutions of African countries?

Colonial history has left a lasting imprint on African political institutions, including borders
that disregard ethnic boundaries, centralized state structures, and legal systems based on
European models. This legacy contributes to challenges such as state fragility, identity
conflicts, and governance issues, making African political development distinct from
countries with different colonial or pre-colonial experiences.



How does economic development interact with political
stability in African states compared to other regions?

Economic development and political stability are closely linked in African states, with many
countries struggling to achieve sustained growth due to political instability, corruption, and
weak institutions. Compared to regions like East Asia, where economic growth often
preceded political liberalization, in Africa, economic challenges persist alongside ongoing
efforts to build stable political systems.

What are the patterns of party politics and electoral
competition in Africa relative to other continents?

Party politics in Africa often features a dominant-party system, personalized leadership, and
ethnic-based parties. Electoral competition can be intense and sometimes violent, with
issues such as electoral fraud and manipulation. This contrasts with multi-party
democracies in other regions where institutionalization of parties and rule of law tend to be
stronger.

How do African states manage conflict and
peacebuilding compared to other post-conflict regions?

African states employ a mix of traditional conflict resolution mechanisms and modern state
institutions in peacebuilding. The involvement of regional bodies like the African Union and
community-based approaches is notable. Compared to other post-conflict regions, African
peacebuilding often emphasizes inclusive dialogue and reconciliation, though challenges
remain in implementation and sustainability.

In what ways has international influence shaped African
political trajectories in comparison to other regions?

International influence through colonialism, Cold War geopolitics, and contemporary
globalization has significantly shaped African political trajectories. Foreign aid, intervention,
and diplomatic pressure have impacted governance and policy choices. Compared to other
regions, Africa has experienced a unique combination of external influences that have
sometimes undermined sovereignty and complicated internal political dynamics.

Additional Resources

African Politics in Comparative Perspective: A Deep Dive into Governance, Challenges, and
Regional Dynamics

african politics in comparative perspective offers a unique lens through which
scholars, policymakers, and analysts can better understand the continent's complex
political landscape. Africa's diverse history, socio-economic realities, and post-colonial
trajectories create a mosaic of governance models and political challenges that demand
nuanced analysis. By situating African political systems alongside global counterparts, one
gains valuable insights into democratization processes, state capacity, conflict dynamics,



and institutional development.

Understanding the Foundations of African
Political Systems

At the core of any comparative analysis of African politics is an appreciation for the
continent’s colonial legacy. The arbitrary borders drawn by European powers often
amalgamated diverse ethnic groups under single national entities, laying the groundwork
for contemporary political tensions. Unlike many Western states, where nationhood evolved
over centuries, many African countries inherited state structures primarily designed for
resource extraction rather than effective governance.

In the post-independence period, African nations experimented with a variety of political
models—from one-party states to military regimes, and eventually to multiparty
democracies in many cases. This political evolution contrasts sharply with established
democracies in Europe or North America, where institutional frameworks and political
cultures have deeper historical roots.

Comparative Democratization in Africa and Beyond

One of the brightest spots in the study of african politics in comparative perspective is the
continent’s democratization wave, especially since the early 1990s. Countries such as
Ghana, Botswana, and Senegal have demonstrated relatively stable democratic
governance, with regular elections and peaceful power transitions. These cases often serve
as benchmarks when comparing democratization processes in other regions.

However, democratization in Africa frequently grapples with challenges that differ from
those in Latin America or Eastern Europe. Issues such as entrenched ethnic divisions,
patronage politics, and weak institutions often undermine democratic consolidation. For
instance, while South Africa boasts a strong constitution and an independent judiciary, it
continues to face political corruption and socio-economic inequality that strain its
democratic fabric.

State Capacity and Governance: A Comparative
Assessment

State capacity—the ability of a government to implement policies, maintain order, and
deliver public goods—is another critical dimension in african politics in comparative
perspective. According to the Fragile States Index, several African countries rank among
the most fragile globally, reflecting issues like weak bureaucracies, corruption, and limited
reach into rural areas.

Comparatively, many Asian states have successfully built robust institutions capable of
fostering economic growth and political stability. Countries like Singapore and South Korea



exemplify how effective governance structures can transform developing societies. In
contrast, many African states continue to struggle with resource constraints and
institutional weaknesses, though there are notable exceptions.

Conflict and Security: Comparative Insights into
African Political Stability

Political instability and violent conflict have been persistent challenges in parts of Africa,
often linked to ethnic rivalries, competition over natural resources, and weak governance.
When viewed in a comparative framework, Africa’s experience with civil wars and
insurgencies reveals both commonalities with and distinctions from other conflict-prone
regions.

Ethnic Politics and Conflict Dynamics

Ethnic politics plays a prominent role in many African conflicts, but this is not unique to the
continent. Similar patterns can be observed in parts of the Balkans or the Middle East.
However, the colonial-era legacy of dividing ethnic groups with little regard for historical
territories has exacerbated tensions in Africa.

For example, the Rwandan genocide of 1994 stands as a tragic illustration of how ethnic
divisions can be manipulated for political ends, leading to catastrophic outcomes. In
comparative terms, understanding such conflicts requires analyzing how state institutions
either mediate or exacerbate ethnic cleavages.

Resource Curse and Political Instability

Another significant factor in african politics in comparative perspective is the "resource
curse" phenomenon. Countries rich in oil, minerals, or other natural resources often face
heightened risks of corruption, rent-seeking behavior, and conflict. Nigeria and the
Democratic Republic of Congo exemplify how resource wealth can fuel political instability
rather than prosperity.

When compared to resource-rich states in other regions—such as Norway or Canada—the
difference lies largely in institutional quality and governance. Effective regulatory
frameworks and transparency mechanisms help mitigate the resource curse elsewhere,
highlighting the importance of governance reforms in Africa.

Regional Integration and Political Cooperation

Africa’s regional organizations, such as the African Union (AU) and the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), provide another rich area for comparative



political analysis. These bodies aim to promote peace, security, and economic integration
across diverse political systems.

The Role of the African Union in Conflict Resolution

The AU’s approach to conflict resolution often involves diplomacy, peacekeeping missions,
and mediation efforts. Compared to the European Union’s more institutionalized structure,
the AU operates in a context of greater political heterogeneity and resource constraints.
Nonetheless, it has played critical roles in managing crises in Sudan, Somalia, and Libya.

Economic Integration and Political Challenges

Economic integration in Africa faces significant hurdles, including infrastructural deficits,
differing regulatory standards, and political instability. However, initiatives like the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) represent ambitious efforts to foster regional
economic cooperation. When compared to similar regional blocs such as ASEAN or
MERCOSUR, Africa’s integration is at an earlier stage but holds considerable potential to
influence political dynamics by encouraging collaboration.

Governance Innovations and the Future of African
Politics

Innovative governance practices are emerging across the continent, reflecting efforts to
address long-standing challenges. Digital technologies, civil society activism, and youth
engagement are reshaping political participation and accountability.

Technology and Political Participation

The rise of mobile technology and social media has transformed political communication in
Africa. From Kenya’s use of mobile voting platforms to Nigeria’s vibrant online activism,
digital tools are enhancing transparency and citizen engagement. This trend parallels
developments in other regions but is particularly significant given Africa’s youthful
population and rapid urbanization.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Despite progress, many African countries continue to wrestle with governance deficits,
electoral irregularities, and human rights concerns. However, the comparative perspective
underscores that African politics cannot be reduced to stereotypes of dysfunction; rather, it
is a dynamic field marked by resilience, innovation, and diverse trajectories.



By learning from both internal experiences and global parallels, African states can further
strengthen institutions, foster inclusive governance, and navigate the complexities of the
21st century political landscape. The ongoing evolution of african politics in comparative
perspective remains a vital area for research and policy engagement, with implications far
beyond the continent itself.

African Politics In Comparative Perspective

african politics in comparative perspective: African Politics in Comparative Perspective
Goran Hyden, 2013 This revised and expanded second edition of African Politics in Comparative
Perspective reviews fifty years of research on politics in Africa and addresses some issues in a new
light, keeping in mind the changes in Africa since the first edition was written in 2004. The book
synthesizes insights from different scholarly approaches and offers an original interpretation of the
knowledge accumulated in the field. Goran Hyden discusses how research on African politics relates
to the study of politics in other regions and mainstream theories in comparative politics. He focuses
on such key issues as why politics trumps economics, rule is personal, state is weak and policies are
made with a communal rather than an individual lens. The book also discusses why in the light of
these conditions agriculture is problematic, gender contested, ethnicity manipulated and relations
with Western powers a matter of defiance.

african politics in comparative perspective: African Politics in Comparative Perspective
Goran Hyden, 2012 This expanded second edition of African Politics in Comparative Perspective
reviews fifty years of research on politics in Africa.

african politics in comparative perspective: African Politics in Comparative Perspective
Goran Hyden, 2005-12-19 This book reviews fifty years of research on politics in Africa. It
synthesizes insights from different scholarly approaches and offers an original interpretation of the
knowledge accumulated over the years. It discusses how research on African politics relates the
study of politics in other regions and mainstream theories in Comparative Politics. It focuses on such
key issues as the legacy of a movement approach to political change, the nature of the state, the
economy of a location, the policy deficit, the agrarian question, gender and politics and ethnicity and
conflict.

african politics in comparative perspective: African Politics in Comparative Perspective.
Gran Hydn Goran Hyden, 2014-05-14 This revised and expanded second edition of African Politics
in Comparative Perspective reviews fifty years of research on politics in Africa and addresses some
issues in a new light, keeping in mind the changes in Africa since the first edition was written in
2004. The book synthesizes insights from different scholarly approaches and offers an original
interpretation of the knowledge accumulated in the field. Goran Hyden discusses how research on
African politics relates to the study of politics in other regions and mainstream theories in
comparative politics. He focuses on such key issues as why politics trumps economics, rule is
personal, state is weak and policies are made with a communal rather than an individual lens. The
book also discusses why in the light of these conditions agriculture is problematic, gender contested,
ethnicity manipulated and relations with Western powers a matter of defiance.

african politics in comparative perspective: African Politics in Comparative Perspective
African Edition Goran Hyden, 2007-12-01

african politics in comparative perspective: Theorizing in Comparative Politics Goran
Hyden, 2024-01-18 This book moves comparison beyond a narrow focus on democratization to better
understand politics in developing regions of the world. Using Africa as empirical reference, it shows
the gaps in knowledge left behind by the narrow application of democratic theory in recent decades.

african politics in comparative perspective: The Palgrave Handbook of African Politics,


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-170/african-politics-in-comparative-perspective.pdf

Governance and Development Samuel Ojo Oloruntoba, Toyin Falola, 2017-10-10 This handbook
constitutes a single collection of well researched articles and essays on African politics, governance
and development from the pre-colonial through colonial to the post-colonial eras. Over the course of
these interconnected periods, African politics have evolved with varied experiences across different
parts of the continent. As politics is embedded both in the economy and the society, Africa has
witnessed some changes in politics, economics, demography and its relations with the world in ways
that requires in-depth analysis. This work provides an opportunity for old and new scholars to
engage in the universe of the debate around African politics, governance and development and will
serve as a ready reference material for students, researchers, policy makers and investors that are
concerned with these issues.

african politics in comparative perspective: African Thought in Comparative
Perspective Ali A. Mazrui, 2014-03-25 African Thought in Comparative Perspective showcases how
adept Ali Mazrui, the most prolific writer on Africa today, is at using complex conceptual
apparatuses to categorize and synthesize Africa’s political and social thought. This book, thus, offers
an original interpretation of the knowledge that has been accumulated over the years, and which is
of timeless relevance. It covers such themes as the legacy of the African liberation movements, the
convergence and divergence of African, Islamic and Western thought, nationalist ideologies in
Africa, the role of religion in African politics, and the impact of Ancient Greek philosophy on
contemporary Africa.

african politics in comparative perspective: Routledge Handbook of African Politics Nic
Cheeseman, David Anderson, Andrea Scheibler, 2017-07-05 Providing a comprehensive and cutting
edge examination of this important continent, Routledge Handbook of African Politics surveys the
key debates and controversies, dealing with each of the major issues to be found in Africa’s politics
today. Structured into 6 broad areas, the handbook features over 30 contributions focused around:
The State Identity Conflict Democracy and Electoral Politics Political Economy & Development
International Relations Each chapter deals with a specific topic, providing an overview of the main
arguments and theories and explaining the empirical evidence that they are based on, drawing on
high-profile cases such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia, South Africa,
Rwanda and Zimbabwe. The Handbook also contains new contributions on a wide range of topical
issues, including terrorism, the growing influence of China, civil war, and transitional justice,
making it required reading for non-specialists and experts alike. Featuring both established scholars
and emerging researchers, this is a vital resource for all students of African Studies,
democratization, conflict resolution and Third World politics.

african politics in comparative perspective: Reassessing the Responsibility to Protect Brett
R. O'Bannon, 2015-10-05 This book explores conceptual and operational questions regarding the
development and implementation of the Responsibility to Protect. The mass atrocity norm known as
the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) has enjoyed meteoric success since the concept was introduced
in 2001. But perhaps precisely because of how quickly the concept secured its privileged place in the
pantheon of ideas and concerns in international affairs, many fundamental questions remain
concerning its origins, its conceptual contents, and its relevance to actual cases of mass atrocity.
This book seeks to explore that terrain by drawing together a group of scholars diverse enough to
engage with the complex array of political, legal and ethical questions raised by R2P. Critical
questions raised here include: What are the limits of the authority that R2P confers on international
actors? What does the evolution of R2P mean for North-South relations? Just how significant is R2P
in the context of the broader human rights landscape? In addition to those conceptual and
theoretical matters, special attention is given to the operational context in which the meaning of R2P
is ultimately rendered. As events in Africa have figured so significantly into the norm’s development,
the contributors pay special attention to the problems and prospects of mass atrocity prevention in
that context. This volume will be of much interest to students of the Responsibility to Protect, war
and conflict studies, peacebuilding, international law, and IR/Security Studies.

african politics in comparative perspective: A Theory of African Constitutionalism



Berihun Adugna Gebeye, 2021-07-08 A Theory of African Constitutionalism asks and seeks to answer
why we need a new theoretical framework for African constitutionalism and how this could offer us
better theoretical and practical tools with which to understand, improve, and assess African
constitutionalism on its own terms. By locating constitutional studies in Africa within the
experiences, interactions, and contestations of power and governance beginning in precolonial
times, the book presents the development and transformation of African constitutional systems
across time and place, along with the attendant constitutional designs and practices ranging from
the nature and operation of the African state to its vertical and horizontal government structures, to
its constitutional rights regime. This title offers both a theoretically and comparatively rich,
historically and contextually informed, and temporally and spatially extensive account of the nature,
travails, and incremental successes of African constitutionalism with detailed case studies from
Nigeria, Ethiopia, and South Africa. A Theory of African Constitutionalism provides scholars,
policymakers, governments, and constitution builders in Africa and beyond with new insights for
reimagining the purpose, substance, and scope of constitutions and constitutionalism.

african politics in comparative perspective: The Politics of Institutional Failure in
Madagascar's Third Republic Richard R. Marcus, 2016-02-10 Madagascar’s constitution of August
19, 1992 brought hope to a population exhausted by economic failures associated with a failed
experiment in scientific socialism and years of mismanagement. The repetition of transparent
elections and the promulgation of “good governance” in the years that followed appeared to serve as
an indicator of institutional strengthening and, by extension, progress. Unfortunately, a broader
institutional analysis points toward a series of shocks to the political system by way of legal, but
highly detrimental, juridical and constitutional shifts to the system. These shocks were meant to
serve particularized political networks with long clientalistic roots and were made possible by the
narrow vision of institutionalism that did not take careful stock of those networks or the leaders at
the top of them. Little effort was made to look beyond a legislature brought in by careful elections
but producing legislation serving individuals, the ways in which inchoate political parties distort
institutional outcomes and the potential for institutionalization, the weakness of civil society to offer
opportunities for popular engagement, or the use of donor-funded decentralization programs to
build ministries that served as powerful and rapid proxies for leadership centralization. By the time
the celebrated president, Marc Ravalomanana, was overthrown in March 2009 it became clear that
there were few opportunities to seed political opposition and such limited space between individual
leaders and primary institutions of public management that critical state functions immediately
began to unravel. In this book the author considers the institutions of the Third Republic, how they
formed, and why they looked like models for democratic change before turning to consider how the
institutions themselves have been manipulated in plain sight by leaders looking to champion their
own networks. He concludes that the rise of the Fourth Republic in 2010 did little to address these
underlying concerns and argues that a new agenda is in order to consider not just the way in which
institutions form, but the way in which networks of power, and leaders at the top of those networks,
grow and change malleable institutions in young democracies with few avenues of accountability.

african politics in comparative perspective: Politics in the Developing World 4e Peter
Burnell, Vicky Randall, Lise Rakner, 2014-02 The fourth, thoroughly updated, edition of this
well-respected textbook explores the changing nature of politics in the developing world. Leading
experts in the field consider theoretical approaches, society-state relations, and policies, with a
series of illustrative country-based case studies.

african politics in comparative perspective: Politics in the Developing World Peter J. Burnell,
Lise Rakner, Vicky Randall, 2017 This textbook deals with central political themes and issues in the
developing world, including globalisation, inequality, identity, religion, the military, democracy, the
environment and policy development.

african politics in comparative perspective: Politics in the Developing World Peter
Burnell, Vicky Randall, Lise Rakner, 2011 The third edition of this acclaimed anthology explores the
changing nature of politics in the developing world in the twenty-first century. Featuring work from




an esteemed line-up of international contributors, Politics in the Developing World, Third Edition,
provides comprehensive coverage of the field by combining theoretical approaches with discussions
on social and cultural context, state governance, and such key policy issues as the environment and
human rights. In addition, a section of in-depth case studies allows students to compare the political
situations in a wide range of developing countries, from Indonesia and Iraq to India and China.
Revised and updated, the third edition features: * New chapters on Institutional Approaches and
From Conflict to Peace-Building and a reworked chapter on governance, aid, and globalization *
Three new extended case studies on India, Iraq, and China * Updated material throughout that
reflects the ongoing evolution of political regimes and development policies in the wake of recent
events including the 2008 global financial crisis A Companion Website featuring student resources
including case studies (updated with new material, including cases on Iran and Brazil), a flashcard
glossary, study questions, and links

african politics in comparative perspective: Global Geopolitical Power and African
Political and Economic Institutions John James Quinn, 2015-12-30 Global Geopolitical Power and
African Political and Economic Institutions: When Elephants Fight describes the emergence and
nature of the prevailing African political and economic institutions in two periods. In the first, most
countries adopted political and economic institutions that funneled significant levels of political and
economic power to the political elites, usually through one- or no-party (military) political systems,
inward-oriented development policies, and/ or state-led—and often state-owned—industrialization. In
the second period, most countries adopted institutions that diluted the overarching political and
economic power of ruling elites through the adoption of de jure multiparty electoral systems, more
outward-oriented trade policies, and the privatization of many state owned or controlled sectors,
though significant political and economic power remains in their hands. The choices made in each
period were consistent with prevailing ideas on governance and development, the self-interests of
political elites, and the perceived availability of support or autonomy vis-a-vis domestic, regional,
and international sources of power at the time. This book illustrates how these two region-wide
shifts in prevailing political and economic institutions and practices of Africa can be linked to two
prior global geopolitical realignments: the end of WWII with the ensuing American and Soviet led
bipolar system, and the end of the Cold War with American primacy. Each period featured changed
or newly empowered international and regional leaders with competing national priorities within
new intellectual and geopolitical climates, altering the opportunities and constraints for African
leaders in instituting or maintaining particular political and economic institutions or practices. The
economic and political institutions of Africa that emerged did so as a result of a complex mix of
contending domestic, regional, and international forces (material and intellectual)—all which were
themselves greatly transformed in the wake of these two global geopolitical realignments.

african politics in comparative perspective: North African Politics Yahia H. Zoubir,
Gregory White, 2015-09-16 In the aftermath of the turmoil that shook North Africa in late 2010 and
early 2011, commentators and analysts have sought explanations to the factors that triggered the
uprisings and to understand why a region, seemingly characterized by relative stability for decades,
would suddenly erupt in convulsions. Had an underlying dynamism in the region overwhelmed what
were ostensibly stable authoritarian regimes? What were the connections to events and dynamics
beyond the region, such as countries in the Middle East, international commodity markets, and
environmental factors, amongst others? Why had allies abetted authoritarianism for so long, and
what were the implications for such alliances? North African Politics: Change and continuity brings
together experts to explore these questions, providing in-depth analyses of important developments
in the region, which build upon and complement the 2008 companion volume, North Africa: Politics,
Region and the Limits of Transformation. This 21-chapter volume is a key contribution that responds
to the need in the Anglo-American sphere for sustained, critical studies on North Africa and
examines political, economic, security, social and military aspects of the region. Focused studies on
individual countries allow detailed discussion of regional factors. The book also examines extrinsic,
trans-regional dynamics, such as North Africa’s influential interdependencies with the Levant and



the Gulf, Europe, Sahelian and sub-Saharan Africa, and North America. Its innovative approach
provides new perspectives on North Africa, extending its research scope to include Egypt and
exploring China’s evolving role in the region. Providing an important contribution in the assessment
of the ever-shifting political and social tectonics within and beyond North Africa, North African
Politics is an essential resource for students, scholars and policy makers in Middle Eastern and
North African Studies, and beyond.

african politics in comparative perspective: Imagining the United States of Africa E. Ike
Udogu, 2015-02-10 This book frames the debates around the pressing desire for some form of
unification that found expression in the pan-Africanist movement and formation of the Organization
of African Unity in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 1963 following the advent of home-rule for many former
colonies of the Western powers. Discussions in this volume address the following fundamental
issues: nationalism and political integration and how the contradictions between both philosophies
can be resolved; the amelioration of corruption in order to attract internal and external investments
critical for developing the vast natural resources housed in the continent; the need for Africa’s
adaptation to the ideology and practice of capitalism and liberal globalization to suit the character of
African states in a projected federal United States of Africa; solutions to ethnic conflicts that are
bound to happen over clashes of competing group interests; the indispensability and promotion of
information communication technologies and urgent need to strengthen a network of regional
electric power grids that would provide constant energy to the Union and lead to improvement in
communication and economic growth; and recommendation of social democracy as the genre of
democracy suitable for a proposed United States of Africa.

african politics in comparative perspective: An Introduction to African Politics Alex
Thomson, 2010-06-10 The third edition of An Introduction to African Politics continues to be the
ideal textbook for those new to the study of this fascinating continent. It gets to the heart of the
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