a history of the vikings gwyn jones

A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones: Exploring the Legacy of a Renowned Historian

a history of the vikings gwyn jones opens the door to a fascinating exploration of
Viking culture, history, and mythology, as interpreted by one of the most respected
scholars in the field. Gwyn Jones, a Welsh historian and author, made significant
contributions to our understanding of the Viking Age through his accessible yet deeply
researched works. His perspectives have helped shape how modern readers and historians
view the complex world of the Vikings beyond the typical stereotypes of raiders and
warriors.

In this article, we’ll delve into Gwyn Jones’s approach to Viking history, examine his key
works, and understand why his scholarship remains influential. Whether you’re a history
enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about Viking culture, this exploration will provide
valuable insights into both the Vikings themselves and the historian who brought their
stories to life.

Who Was Gwyn Jones?

Before we dive into his work on the Vikings, it’s important to know a bit about Gwyn Jones
himself. Born in 1907 in Wales, Jones was a prolific writer, translator, and scholar who
dedicated much of his life to medieval literature and history. His academic career included
a strong focus on Norse culture, which naturally led him to study the Vikings extensively.

Jones was not just a historian but also a literary figure, translating Old Norse sagas and
making them accessible to English-speaking audiences. This dual role as historian and
translator gave him a unique edge in interpreting Viking history through both historical
facts and the rich literary tradition they left behind.

Gwyn Jones’s Approach to Viking History

One of the hallmarks of Gwyn Jones’s work is his ability to blend rigorous historical
research with vivid storytelling. Unlike some historians who focus solely on dry facts,
Jones brought the Viking world alive by exploring their sagas, myths, and daily lives. This
approach allowed him to present a more nuanced picture of the Vikings—not just as
marauders, but as settlers, traders, and complex societies.

Emphasizing the Cultural Context

Jones understood that to truly grasp Viking history, one must consider the cultural and
social context of the time. He highlighted how Vikings were explorers and innovators,
navigating vast seas and establishing trade networks from North America to the Middle



East. His narrative often emphasized the Vikings’ adaptability and the sophistication of
their settlements, such as those in Iceland and Greenland.

Reevaluating Viking Stereotypes

Many people picture Vikings as brutal, helmet-wearing warriors who lived only for
plunder. Gwyn Jones challenged this stereotype by presenting evidence of their artistic
achievements, legal systems, and diplomatic skills. His work helped shift popular
understanding towards a more balanced view that recognizes both the Vikings’ warrior
culture and their contributions to medieval Europe.

Key Works by Gwyn Jones on the Vikings

Jones’s bibliography offers several important texts that remain essential reading for
anyone interested in Viking history.

e A History of the Vikings (1968): Perhaps his most famous work, this book covers
the Viking Age comprehensively, from their origins in Scandinavia to their expansion
across Europe and beyond. It combines archaeological findings, historical records,
and saga literature to paint a broad and vivid picture.

e The Norse Atlantic Saga: In this work, Jones explores the Viking voyages across
the Atlantic, including the settlement of Greenland and the short-lived colonies in
North America. He examines the challenges and achievements of these daring
explorations.

e Translations of the Sagas: Jones also translated numerous Old Norse sagas,
making these important cultural documents accessible to a wider audience. His
translations are praised for maintaining the original tone and style while being
readable for modern readers.

Why Gwyn Jones’s Work Still Matters Today

In recent decades, Viking studies have grown increasingly specialized and technical, often
focusing heavily on archaeology or linguistic analysis. However, Gwyn Jones’s work
remains valuable for its holistic approach and narrative strength. His books serve as an
excellent entry point for newcomers and continue to inspire both academics and popular
writers.



Bridging the Gap Between History and Literature

One of the reasons Gwyn Jones’s history of the Vikings remains relevant is his ability to
bridge the gap between historical facts and the rich literary tradition of the Norse people.
By integrating sagas and poetry into the historical narrative, Jones provided a more
complete understanding of Viking life, beliefs, and values.

Encouraging a Broader Perspective

Jones’s scholarship encourages readers to look beyond the well-worn tales of Viking raids
and consider their lasting impact on European history. From shaping medieval politics to
influencing modern cultural identities in Scandinavia and beyond, the Vikings’ legacy is
multifaceted—a fact Gwyn Jones highlighted with clarity and enthusiasm.

Insights into Viking Society from Gwyn Jones’s
Work

Gwyn Jones’s studies offer several key insights that help demystify Viking society:

¢ Social Structure: Vikings were organized into complex social hierarchies, including
chieftains, farmers, craftsmen, and slaves. Jones detailed how these roles interacted
within their communities.

e Legal Systems: Far from lawless barbarians, Vikings had sophisticated legal
assemblies known as ‘things’ where disputes were resolved, laws were made, and
decisions taken collectively.

e Religion and Mythology: Jones explored how Norse mythology influenced Viking
culture, from their worldview to their rituals and art.

e Maritime Skills: The Vikings’ shipbuilding techniques and navigation methods were
advanced for their time, enabling their far-reaching voyages.

Tips for Exploring Viking History Inspired by
Gwyn Jones

If you're intrigued by what you’ve learned about the Vikings through Gwyn Jones’s work,
here are some tips to deepen your exploration:



1. Read Primary Sources: Dive into the sagas and Eddas that Gwyn Jones translated.
These texts provide firsthand insights into the Viking mindset.

2. Visit Museums and Archaeological Sites: Many museums across Scandinavia and
Europe showcase Viking artifacts and reconstructions that bring the era to life.

3. Explore Modern Scholarship: While appreciating Jones’s narrative, also look at
recent archaeological discoveries and genetic studies for updated perspectives.

4. Engage with Viking Culture: Attend reenactments, festivals, or lectures that
celebrate Viking heritage to experience the culture in an interactive way.

By combining Gwyn Jones’s historical storytelling with modern resources, you can develop
a rich and informed appreciation for the Viking Age.

Gwyn Jones’s history of the Vikings remains a cornerstone in the study of this captivating
period. His work invites us to see Vikings not just as fierce warriors, but as dynamic
people whose culture and history continue to intrigue and inspire. Whether through his
scholarly writings or translations, Jones’s legacy offers a gateway to a deeper
understanding of the Viking world, encouraging us to look beyond the myths and uncover
the true story of these remarkable seafarers.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Gwyn Jones, the author of 'A History of the
Vikings'?

Gwyn Jones was a Welsh historian and author known for his works on Viking history and
medieval literature, including the book 'A History of the Vikings.'

What is the main focus of 'A History of the Vikings' by
Gwyn Jones?

The book provides a comprehensive overview of Viking history, culture, exploration, and
impact on Europe from their origins to the end of the Viking Age.

When was 'A History of the Vikings' by Gwyn Jones first
published?

The book was first published in 1968.



How does Gwyn Jones portray the Vikings in his book 'A
History of the Vikings'?

Gwyn Jones portrays the Vikings as complex figures who were not only raiders but also
explorers, traders, and settlers who significantly influenced European history.

Is 'A History of the Vikings' by Gwyn Jones considered a
reliable source for Viking history?

Yes, it is considered a well-researched and authoritative work, often recommended for
readers interested in Viking history.

Does 'A History of the Vikings' cover Viking mythology
and culture?

Yes, the book includes discussions on Viking mythology, social structure, daily life, and
cultural practices alongside historical events.

What regions do the Vikings explore and settle
according to Gwyn Jones' 'A History of the Vikings'?

The Vikings explored and settled in regions including Scandinavia, the British Isles,
Iceland, Greenland, and parts of North America and Eastern Europe.

Are there any notable editions or updates to 'A History
of the Vikings' since its original publication?

Various editions have been published over time, sometimes with updated prefaces or
additional notes, but the core content remains largely the same.

How accessible is ‘A History of the Vikings' by Gwyn
Jones for general readers?

The book is written in an engaging and clear style, making it accessible to both general
readers and students interested in Viking history.

Additional Resources
**A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones: An Analytical Review**

a history of the vikings gwyn jones remains one of the most respected and insightful
scholarly works on the Viking Age. Authored by Gwyn Jones, a prominent historian and
literary scholar, this book delves deeply into the complex world of the Vikings, offering
readers a comprehensive exploration of their culture, society, and historical impact. This
article provides an investigative and professional review of Jones’s work, examining its



significance in Viking studies and its contribution to the broader understanding of
medieval history.

The Context and Significance of Gwyn Jones’s
Work

Gwyn Jones’s *A History of the Vikings* was first published in 1968 and has since been
regarded as a seminal text in Viking historiography. At a time when Viking history was
often romanticized or misunderstood, Jones approached the subject with rigorous
academic discipline and a narrative style that made the material accessible to both
scholars and general readers. His ability to synthesize archaeological findings,
contemporary chronicles, and Norse sagas into a coherent narrative sets this book apart
from many other historical accounts.

The book’s importance lies in its holistic treatment of the Vikings. Rather than simply
portraying them as marauding invaders, Jones presents a nuanced picture of a people who
were also explorers, traders, settlers, and cultural transmitters. This balanced perspective
has influenced subsequent Viking scholarship and helped shift popular perception from
one-dimensional stereotypes to a richer understanding of Viking civilization.

In-Depth Analysis of Content and Themes

Jones’s *A History of the Vikings* covers a broad chronological span, starting from the
early Scandinavian Iron Age and moving through to the Viking Age’s decline in the 11th
century. His methodical approach interweaves political history with social, economic, and
cultural analysis, providing a multi-faceted view that few other histories have matched.

Exploration of Viking Society and Culture

One of the strengths of *A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones* is its detailed exploration of
Viking social structures. Jones outlines the roles of different classes within Viking society,
from chieftains and jarls to farmers and thralls (slaves). His examination of Norse
mythology and religion is particularly noteworthy, as it offers insight into how belief
systems informed daily life and Viking expansion.

Jones also dedicates significant attention to the Vikings’ artistic expressions and
craftsmanship. The analysis of runic inscriptions, jewelry, and shipbuilding techniques
demonstrates how material culture played a central role in Viking identity and their
interactions with other cultures.

The Viking Expansion and Political History



The book meticulously traces the Viking expansion across Europe, from raids on the
British Isles and the Frankish kingdoms to settlements in Iceland, Greenland, and even
North America. Jones’s narrative situates these movements within the broader geopolitical
landscape of medieval Europe, illustrating how Vikings adapted to and influenced the
regions they encountered.

Jones provides a detailed account of key events such as the establishment of the Danelaw
in England, the Viking presence in Normandy, and the interactions with the Byzantine
Empire and the Islamic world. His use of primary sources, including the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle and various saga literature, adds depth and credibility to the political history
presented.

Comparative Perspectives and Scholarly Contributions

In comparison to other Viking histories, Gwyn Jones’s work stands out for its literary and
linguistic expertise, which enriches his analysis of Norse texts. This expertise allows him
to navigate the complexities of saga literature with a critical eye, distinguishing myth from
historical fact. Such an approach has been influential in encouraging a more critical and
interdisciplinary methodology within Viking studies.

Moreover, Jones’s treatment of the Vikings as agents of cultural exchange rather than
mere raiders broadens the scope of Viking history. He highlights their role in facilitating
trade routes that connected Scandinavia to the wider medieval world, including Eastern
Europe and the Middle East, thereby contributing to a more interconnected understanding
of medieval history.

The Legacy and Modern Relevance of *A History
of the Vikings Gwyn Jones*

Since its publication, *A History of the Vikings* has been widely cited in both academic
and popular contexts. Its enduring relevance is reflected in its continued use in university
courses on medieval and Scandinavian history. The book’s accessibility ensures that it
remains a valuable resource for those seeking a foundational understanding of Viking
history without sacrificing scholarly rigor.

Strengths and Limitations

While Jones’s work is praised for its comprehensive scope and narrative clarity, some
modern critics argue that certain interpretations have been superseded by recent
archaeological discoveries and advances in Norse studies. For example, new findings
regarding Viking settlement patterns and DNA analysis have nuanced our understanding
of Viking migration and assimilation, areas that were in their infancy at the time of Jones’s
writing.



Nevertheless, the book’s core contributions—especially its interdisciplinary approach and
balanced portrayal of Viking society—continue to underpin much contemporary
scholarship. The blend of historical narrative with cultural analysis remains a model for
effective historiography.

Influence on Popular Culture and Academic Discourses

Beyond academia, *A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones* has indirectly influenced how
Vikings are portrayed in popular media. By challenging simplistic notions of Vikings as
mere barbarians, Jones’s work paved the way for more complex characterizations in
literature, film, and television. This has encouraged audiences to appreciate the Vikings’
multifaceted legacy, including their role as settlers, traders, and innovators.

Key Takeaways from *A History of the Vikings
Gwyn Jones*

e Jones offers a comprehensive overview of Viking history, integrating political, social,
and cultural dimensions.

e The book challenges stereotypes by emphasizing the Vikings’ roles beyond raiding,
including exploration and trade.

e His analysis of Norse literature and mythology provides valuable cultural context
often missing in other histories.

e The work remains a foundational text in Viking studies, influencing both academic
research and popular perceptions.

* Despite some outdated elements, the book’s interdisciplinary approach continues to
inform modern Viking scholarship.

In sum, *A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones* stands as a vital contribution to the
understanding of one of medieval Europe’s most dynamic peoples. It invites readers to
reconsider the Vikings not as isolated marauders but as complex actors within a broad
historical tapestry. This perspective remains crucial as new research continues to uncover
the many layers of Viking history.

A History Of The Vikings Gwyn Jones

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones, 2001 A look at the
ancient Scandinavian peoples.
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a history of the vikings gwyn jones: J.R.R. Tolkien Encyclopedia Michael D. C. Drout, 2007
A detailed work of reference and scholarship, this one volume Encyclopedia includes discussions of
all the fundamental issues in Tolkien scholarship written by the leading scholars in the field.
Coverage not only presents the most recent scholarship on J.R.R. Tolkien, but also introduces and
explores the author and scholar's life and work within their historical and cultural contexts. Tolkien's
fiction and his sources of influence are examined along with his artistic and academic achievements -
including his translations of medieval texts - teaching posts, linguistic works, and the languages he
created. The 550 alphabetically arranged entries fall within the following categories of topics:
adaptations art and illustrations characters in Tolkien's work critical history and scholarship
influence of Tolkien languages biography literary sources literature creatures and peoples of
Middle-earth objects in Tolkien's work places in Tolkien's work reception of Tolkien medieval
scholars scholarship by Tolkien medieval literature stylistic elements themes in Tolkien's works
theological/ philosophical concepts and philosophers Tolkien's contemporary history and culture
works of literature

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: A History of the Middle Ages, 300-1500 John M. Riddle,
2016-02-25 This clear and comprehensive text covers the Middle Ages from the classical era to the
late medieval period. Distinguished historian John Riddle provides a cogent analysis of the rulers,
wars, and events—both natural and human—that defined the medieval era. Taking a broad
geographical perspective, Riddle includes northern and eastern Europe, Byzantine civilization, and
the Islamic states. Each, he convincingly shows, offered values and institutions—religious devotion,
toleration and intolerance, laws, ways of thinking, and changing roles of women—that presaged
modernity. In addition to traditional topics of pen, sword, and word, the author explores other
driving forces such as science, religion, and technology in ways that previous textbooks have not. He
also examines such often-overlooked issues as medieval gender roles and medicine and seminal
events such as the crusades from the vantage point of both Muslims and eastern and western
Christians. In addition to a thorough chronological narrative, the text offers humanizing features to
engage students. Each chapter opens with a theme-setting vignette about the lives of ordinary and
extraordinary people. The book also introduces students to key controversies and themes in
historiography by featuring in each chapter a prominent medieval historian and how his or her ideas
have shaped contemporary thinking about the Middle Ages. Richly illustrated with color plates, this
lively, engaging book will immerse readers in the medieval world, an era that shaped the foundation
for the modern world.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: A History of the Church in the Middle Ages F. Donald
Logan, 2013 Conceptually well organized, stylistically clear, intellectually thoughtful, and
pedagogically useful. - Thomas Head, Speculum For its humane and learned approach to its
enormous canvas, as well as for the cogency with which it penetrates at speed to the essentials of a
vanished historical epoch, this History of the Church in the Middle Ages deserves a very wide
audience indeed. - Barrie Dobson, English Historical Review To have written a scholarly and very
readable history of the Western Church over a millennium is a remarkable tour de force, for which
Donald Logan is to be warmly congratulated. - C.H Lawrence, The Tablet A feat of historical
synthesis, most confident in its telling of the coming of Christianity. Books like Logan's are needed
more than ever before. - Miri Rubin, TLS In this fascinating survey, F. Donald Logan introduces the
reader to the Christian church, from the conversion of the Celtic and Germanic peoples to the
discovery of the New World. He reveals how the church unified the people of Western Europe as
they worshipped with the same ceremonies and used Latin as the language of civilized
communication. From remote, rural parish to magnificent urban cathedral, A History of the Church
in the Middle Ages explores the role of the church as a central element in determining a thousand
years of history. This new edition brings the book right up to date with recent scholarship, and



includes an expanded introduction exploring the interaction of other faiths - particularly Judaism and
Islam - with the Christian church.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: A History of the Vikings Gwyn Jones, 2001

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Age of the Vikings Anders Winroth, 2014-09-07 A
major reassessment of the vikings and their legacy The Vikings maintain their grip on our
imagination, but their image is too often distorted by myth. It is true that they pillaged, looted, and
enslaved. But they also settled peacefully and traveled far from their homelands in swift and sturdy
ships to explore. The Age of the Vikings tells the full story of this exciting period in history. Drawing
on a wealth of written, visual, and archaeological evidence, Anders Winroth captures the innovation
and pure daring of the Vikings without glossing over their destructive heritage. He not only explains
the Viking attacks, but also looks at Viking endeavors in commerce, politics, discovery, and
colonization, and reveals how Viking arts, literature, and religious thought evolved in ways
unequaled in the rest of Europe. The Age of the Vikings sheds new light on the complex society,
culture, and legacy of these legendary seafarers.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: Vikings and Goths Gary Dean Peterson, 2016-06-21 The
Vikings descended upon Europe at the close of the 8th century, invading the continent's western
seas and river systems, trading, raiding and spreading terror. In the north, they settled Iceland and
Greenland and reached North America. In the east, Swedish Varangians established a river road to
the Orient. With the collapse of the Viking commercial empire, Sweden and the other Scandinavian
countries struggled to survive, their hardships exacerbated by internal strife, foreign domination and
the Black Death. This book details the development of Scandinavia--Sweden in particular--from the
end of the Ice Age, through a series of prehistoric cultures, the Bronze and Iron ages, to the Viking
period and late Middle Ages. Recent research suggests a Swedish origin of the Goths, who helped
dismember the Roman Empire, and evidence of Swedish participation in the western Viking
expeditions. Special attention is given to Eastern Europe, where Sweden dominated commerce
through the conquest of trade towns and the river systems of Russia.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Islamic World, Russia and the Vikings, 750-900
Thomas S. Noonan, 2024-10-28 Professor Noonan here sets out to examine what Islamic silver coins
(dirhams) reveal about the great trade between the Islamic world, European Russia, and the Baltic
during the early Viking Age. Particular attention is devoted to the origins of this international
commerce and the role of such peoples as the Vikings and Khazars. As he shows, the study of these
coins also throws new light on mint output in the 'Abbasid caliphate, the historical significance of
specific dirham hoards, and how the patterns of trade evolved during the course of the ninth
century.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Vikings Don Nardo, 2010-09-10 Known for
hit-and-run raids that struck terror into the hearts of villagers across Europe during the Middle
Ages, the Vikings were independent farmers but also daring explorers, sailing far from Scandinavia
in search of new land to conquer and farm. Author Don Nardo unpacks the many myths surrounding
the Vikings with this comprehensive account of the their culture and impact upon the course of
history. Chapters approach the subject with accessible language, maps, and timelines to broaden
student understanding and facilitate research. Topics discussed in this edition include: the origin of
the Vikings, conquests and expansions, the nature of Viking communities, Norse mythology,
explorations of the West, and the end of the Viking age.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Vikings Njord Kane, 2015-08-11 The story of the
Norse is a Viking adventure in history. The Norse saga began with the first ancient tribes of
Norsemen during the Early Nordic Stone Age. The beginning of the Nordic Ax Culture when
primitive Norsemen created their first battle axes from stone. The evolution of an innovative and
progressive culture that groomed legendary warriors whose voices still roar out today. Take a
journey into the Age of Viking Expansion where Ragnar Lothbrok, Rollo, Erik the Red, and many
other famous Vikings take you on a ride into the very Halls of Valhalla. Very interesting and worth
the read to anyone interested in the Vikings or Norse history. Explore knowledge and technology



specific to a culture that was shaped by a people able to reach great distances beyond their
homelands and seas. A battle ferocious people with shields, armor, and weaponry that was
unmatched by their opponents. A whole new world of understanding about the ancient vikings has
been opened up by new archaeological discoveries and studies. New findings that lead to new
questions. Could some of the mythological tales about giants in the Norse Sagas have had some
truth behind them? Researchers have found proof of giants and humans interacting together in our
own DNA! There are also many shared technologies between the Ancient Norse, Asians, the Inuit
and other North American aborigines. Viking explorers have long interacted and traded with many
people and cultures afar. Were ancient Norse already in contact with early Native Americans? Were
these the people they referred to as Skraelings? Were they Proto-Inuits known by the ancients as
Thule People? See for yourself with new information about the Norse that was once lost in time.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: Landscape of Desire Gillian R. Overing, 1994 'An
extraordinary rich study of the power of place in the Northern medieval world by two medievalists,
who are also 'compleat geographers' in that they do fieldwork that is always informed by theory and
they demonstrate exceptional sensitivity to place's double nature-compelling presence and
elusiveness to interpretation.' Yi-Fu Tuan, Department of Geography University of Wisconsin at
Madison

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Rough Guide to Copenhagen Lone Mouritsen,
2010-05-03 The Rough Guide to Copenhagen is the ultimate travel guide to this vibrant capital, with
clear maps and detailed coverage of all the best attractions. From the medieval maze of Indre By, to
the great castles of Kronborg, and of course the city's de facto emblem, the statue of the Little
Mermaid, discover Copenhagen's highlights inspired by dozens of photos. Find detailed historical
and cultural coverage of the must-see sights and practical advice on getting around, whilst relying
on up-to-date descriptions of the best hotels, pavement cafés, clubs and shops for all budgets. The
Rough Guide to Copenhagen includes two sections on Danish design and Food and drink, and a
crucial language section with basic words, phrases and handy tips for pronunciation. You'll find
advice on where to find the best live music (especially jazz) and tips on accessible beaches for
summer visitors. Explore every corner of Copenhagen with clear maps and expert background on
everything from the Royal Ballet to Carlsberg. Make the most of your holiday with The Rough Guide
to Copenhagen.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: A Seven Year Cycle Reading Plan C.S. Fairfax,
2018-02-13 Read through time, enjoying the good, the better, and the best books from each of the
seven eras below: Year 1: Ancient History to 476 A.D. Year 2: The Middle Ages, 477 to 1485 A.D.
Year 3: The Age of Discovery, 1485-1763 A.D. Year 4: The Age of Revolution, 1764-1848 A.D. Year 5:
The Age of Empire, 1849-1914 A.D. Year 6: The American Century, 1915-1995 A.D. Year 7: The
Information Age, 1996- Present Day At the end of seven years, repeat! A Seven Year Cycle Reading
Plan is a booklist compiled of hundreds of books from each era in history organized into categories
of interest. This volume also includes copious room for you to add your own favorite titles!

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Book of Firsts Peter D'Epiro, 2010-03-09 The Book of
Firsts is an entertaining, enlightening, and highly browsable tour of the major innovations of the
past twenty centuries and how they shaped our world. Peter D’Epiro makes this handy overview of
human history both fun and thought-provoking with his survey of the major “firsts”—inventions,
discoveries, political and military upheavals, artistic and scientific breakthroughs, religious
controversies, and catastrophic events—of the last two thousand years. Who was the first to use
gunpowder? Invent paper? Sack the city of Rome? Write a sonnet? What was the first university?
The first astronomical telescope? The first great novel? The first Impressionist painting? The Book of
Firsts explores these questions and many more, from the earliest surviving cookbook (featuring
parboiled flamingo) and the origin of chess (sixth-century India) to the first civil service exam (China
in 606 AD) and the first tell-all memoir about scandalous royals (Byzantine Emperor Justinian and
Empress Theodora). In the form of 150 brief, witty, erudite, and information-packed essays, The
Book of Firsts is ideal for anyone interested in an enjoyable way to acquire a deeper understanding



of history and the fascinating personalities who forged it.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: True Myth Nashid Al-Amin, 2013-02-21 Why is it that
encyclopedias assert the Vikings, or Norsemen, landed in parts of North America, yet the Vikings
have never been credited with its discovery? Historians bestow this honor on Christopher Columbus,
who ventured here five hundred years after the Vikings, having never set foot on the continent! True
Myth: Black Vikings of the Middle Ages takes the reader where he or she has never been before. We
have always been told that Vikings, or Norsemen, were tall, blond, white and blue-eyedan image that
has been presented to us in books and films. Now comes a book that challenges this centuries-old
assertion, presenting evidence that these vaunted warriors were not the people popular historians
have told us they were. The author presents evidence that white-skinned peoples in England,
Ireland, and Wales referred to Vikings as black pagans and black devils. The extent of their
dominance in Europe is examinedin fact, the author presents a reassessment of Europe that some
readers will find difficult to believe, beginning with mans migrations into the continent and
examining a number of black-skinned peoples who called Europe home from very ancient times
almost to the present. The reader has never read a book like thisfilled with quotations from noted
historians as well as from several Icelandic sagasthat will take the reader on a journey he or she has
never imagined! A more accurate picture of Europe has never been presented before. The writer
revisits the last ice age, presents evidence of the heavy presence of blacks in ancient Europe, and
revisits ancient Greece, Rome, and areas of Asia, discussing the presence of black-skinned peoples in
them before arriving in Viking-age Scandinavia when Norsemen embarked on a three-century-long
assault on the continent and began migrating to Iceland and other areas of North America. Once the
reader has completed True Myth: Black Vikings of the Middle Ages, he or she will have to question
what he or she has been taught, historians once thought to be trustworthy, and the notion that the
races were strictly divided and had never intermingled. There has never been a truer picture of
Europe written, and the reader now has the opportunity to embark on the most thrilling journey he
or she will ever take.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: A Century of British Medieval Studies Alan Deyermond,
2007-11-29 This is an authoritative guide to the full range of medieval scholarship undertaken in
twentieth-century Britain: history, archaeology, language, culture. Some of the twenty-nine essays
focus on changes in research method or on the achievements of individual scholars, others are
personal accounts of a lifetime's work.

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Rough Guide to Scandinavia Rough Guides Staff,
2009-07

a history of the vikings gwyn jones: The Rough Guide to Scandinavia , 2006
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