wittgenstein on rules and private language

Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language: Exploring Meaning, Understanding, and Communication

wittgenstein on rules and private language opens a fascinating window into one of the most influential
philosophical debates about meaning, understanding, and human communication. Ludwig Wittgenstein,
in his later work—especially in *Philosophical Investigations*—challenges traditional views on how
language and meaning function. His reflections on rules and the concept of a private language have
had a profound impact on philosophy of language, epistemology, and even cognitive science. Let’s

dive into what Wittgenstein actually proposed and why his ideas remain so relevant.

Wittgenstein’s Shift: From Early to Later Philosophy

Before exploring the specifics of Wittgenstein on rules and private language, it's important to
understand the background of his philosophical journey. His early work, as seen in the *Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus*, aimed at defining a logical structure underlying language and reality, suggesting

that language mirrors the world through logical propositions.

However, in his later philosophy, Wittgenstein took a radically different approach. He moved away from
the idea of language as a rigid logical system and instead proposed that the meaning of words is
rooted in their use within "language games"—the everyday practical contexts in which communication

occurs. This shift sets the stage for his exploration of rules and what it means to follow them.

The Puzzle of Rules: What Does It Mean to Follow a Rule?

At the heart of Wittgenstein’s philosophy lies a seemingly simple question: What does it mean to follow

a rule? On the surface, following a rule sounds straightforward—you have a rule, you apply it, and you



get the right answer. But Wittgenstein points out a deeper problem: any action can be interpreted to

accord with a rule in countless ways.

Rule-Following Paradox

Imagine you have a rule for adding numbers. When you calculate 68 + 7, you get 75. But how do you
know that the rule you’re following is the same one everyone else follows? Couldn’t you be interpreting

the rule differently than others do, without realizing it?

This realization leads to what is known as the "rule-following paradox." Wittgenstein argues that rule-
following cannot be grounded in any private mental state or interpretation. Instead, rules gain meaning

through public, communal agreement on how they are applied.

The Social Nature of Rules

Wittgenstein emphasizes that rules are inherently social. To follow a rule means to act according to
standards that are publicly accessible and shared within a community. If there were no external criteria

or shared practices, the idea of following a rule would collapse into mere subjective whim.

This is a key insight because it challenges the notion that meaning is something private or internal.

Instead, meaning arises from how language and rules are used and reinforced in social contexts.

Wittgenstein on Private Language: Can Language Be Truly

Private?

One of Wittgenstein’s most famous and contentious arguments revolves around the idea of a "private

language." This thought experiment asks: Could there be a language that only one person



understands, a language that refers to sensations or experiences known only to the speaker?

The Private Language Argument Explained

Suppose you try to create a language where each word corresponds to a private sensation—a feeling,
a mood, or a perception that only you can access. Wittgenstein argues that such a language is

incoherent because there would be no way to verify the correctness of using these words.

For instance, if you write down the word “S” to represent a particular pain you felt, how can you be
sure that you’re using “S” consistently over time? Since there is no external criterion or public

standard for your private sensation, the concept of correctness loses its meaning.

Implications for Understanding Mind and Language

This argument has deep implications for how we think about consciousness, self-awareness, and
linguistic meaning. Wittgenstein suggests that private mental states, by themselves, cannot ground

language. Instead, language is inherently a public, rule-governed practice.
This challenges solipsistic views and the idea that meaning is a purely mental or private phenomenon.

Instead, meaning depends on shared human forms of life—our practices, interactions, and communal

life.

How Wittgenstein’s Ideas Influence Philosophy and Beyond

Wittgenstein on rules and private language has inspired a range of philosophical discussions and

practical considerations in various fields.



Philosophy of Language and Mind

His skepticism toward private language has shaped debates in philosophy of mind, especially
concerning how mental states relate to language. It pushes thinkers to consider how our concepts of

thought and meaning are socially embedded rather than isolated in individual consciousness.

Cognitive Science and Linguistics

In cognitive science, Wittgenstein’s insights encourage researchers to look beyond internal
representations and consider the role of social interaction in language acquisition and use. The idea
that meaning comes from use influences theories about how children learn language and how humans

communicate effectively.

Practical Wisdom: Understanding Rule-Following in Daily Life

Wittgenstein’s thoughts also resonate in everyday contexts. Understanding that rules are followed
within social frameworks helps explain why misunderstandings happen and how cultural practices

shape communication.
For example, when learning a game or a new skill, what counts as “correct” often depends on the

community’s shared understanding rather than a strict rulebook. This can encourage patience and

openness when dealing with different perspectives or practices.

Key Takeaways About Wittgenstein on Rules and Private



Language

To summarize some of the core ideas without forcing a formal conclusion:

e Meaning is use: Words and rules gain their meaning through public use within social practices.

¢ Rule-following is communal: Following a rule is not about private understanding but about

conforming to shared standards.

e Private language is impossible: Language that refers solely to private sensations cannot be

coherent because there are no criteria for correctness.

» Language and life intertwine: Our forms of life—the social and cultural contexts—are essential for

understanding meaning and communication.

Wittgenstein on rules and private language invites us to rethink how we approach communication,
understanding, and the nature of meaning itself. His work reminds us that language is not just a tool

for expressing thoughts but a living practice embedded in our shared human world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Wittgenstein's "On Rules and Private
Language''?

The central theme is the investigation of how rules are followed and understood, emphasizing that
rule-following is a social activity and arguing against the possibility of a truly private language that only

its user can understand.



How does Wittgenstein challenge the notion of private language?

Wittgenstein argues that a private language, one that refers to sensations or experiences accessible
only to a single individual, is incoherent because language inherently requires public criteria for

correctness and understanding.

What role do social practices play in Wittgenstein's theory of rule-
following?

Social practices provide the framework within which rules gain meaning and are correctly followed;
rule-following is not based on an individual's private interpretation but on shared community standards

and behaviors.

Why does Wittgenstein believe that rule-following cannot be based on
mental states alone?

Because mental states are private and inaccessible to others, Wittgenstein contends that rule-following
must be grounded in external, observable behavior and communal agreement to provide objective

criteria for correctness.

How does Wittgenstein's view on rule-following impact the philosophy
of language?

It shifts the focus from abstract definitions and private meanings to the practical use of language within
forms of life, highlighting that meaning arises from public language games and shared human

activities.

What is the "rule-following paradox' discussed by Wittgenstein?

The paradox is that any action can be interpreted as following a rule in infinitely many ways, so there
is no fact about an individual’s mental state that definitively determines correct rule-following without

communal criteria.



Can Wittgenstein's arguments be applied to understanding learning
and interpretation?

Yes, Wittgenstein's emphasis on social context and public criteria suggests that understanding and

learning rules involve participation in communal practices rather than merely private mental processes.

How does Wittgenstein's critique of private language relate to
contemporary debates in philosophy?

It challenges theories that emphasize internal mental representation and supports views prioritizing
externalism, social constructivism, and the communal nature of meaning and understanding in

language.

Additional Resources

Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language: An Analytical Exploration

wittgenstein on rules and private language represents one of the most profound and debated aspects
of 20th-century philosophy. Ludwig Wittgenstein’s investigations into the nature of language, meaning,
and understanding have had a lasting impact, especially his discussions on how rules govern language
use and the controversial notion of a private language. These themes are critically examined in his
later work, primarily in "Philosophical Investigations," where he challenges traditional views on meaning
and cognition. This article delves into Wittgenstein’s insights on rule-following and private language,

unpacking their philosophical significance and ongoing relevance.

The Context: Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Shift

Wittgenstein’s early work, notably the "Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus," presented a picture of

language as a rigid logical structure mirroring reality. However, his later philosophy marked a profound



shift, emphasizing the social and practical dimensions of language. This transition sets the stage for
his analysis of rules and private language, highlighting language as a form of life embedded within

communal practices rather than an isolated system of symbols.

The exploration of rules and private language is inseparable from this broader transformation.
Wittgenstein moves away from the idea that meaning is fixed by abstract definitions or mental
representations. Instead, he focuses on how meaning arises through the use of language in shared

human activities, a perspective that revolutionized analytic philosophy and the philosophy of mind.

Understanding Wittgenstein on Rules

At the heart of Wittgenstein’s inquiry into rules lies the problem of rule-following: how do we
understand what it means to follow a rule correctly? Traditional views assumed that rules function as
explicit instructions or mental formulas that guide behavior. Wittgenstein challenges this by arguing that

rule-following is not grounded in private mental acts but in public, observable practices.

The Paradox of Rule-Following

Wittgenstein presents a paradox: any action can be made to accord with a rule if interpreted suitably,
but this leads to skepticism about the possibility of following rules at all. For instance, if a rule is just a
series of instructions, how do we ensure we apply it consistently? The answer, according to
Wittgenstein, lies in the communal nature of rule-following. Meaning and correctness depend on

shared standards and agreement within a language community.

This insight dismantles the notion that understanding a rule is a matter of private interpretation.
Instead, rule-following is a practice embedded in forms of life—patterns of behavior shaped by social
interactions. Wittgenstein’s perspective effectively shifts the focus from internal mental content to

external criteria of correctness.



Rule-Following and Language Games

Wittgenstein introduces the concept of language games to illustrate how meaning emerges from use.
Language games are varied activities governed by rules, ranging from giving orders to telling stories.
In each game, the rules are implicit in the practice and not explicitly codified. This metaphor
underscores that following a rule is participating in a shared activity where the meaning is publicly

accessible.

By analyzing rule-following through language games, Wittgenstein reveals that understanding a rule is
demonstrated by how one acts within a community. This approach undermines the idea that language

or rule-following can be private or solipsistic.

Wittgenstein on Private Language: The Core Argument

The private language argument is one of Wittgenstein’s most influential and debated contributions. It
questions the very possibility of a language understandable by only a single individual, inherently

private and inaccessible to others.

What Is a Private Language?

A private language, as Wittgenstein defines, would be a language where words refer to the speaker’s
immediate private sensations or experiences, which are inherently unobservable by anyone else. Such

a language would be used to describe inner experiences with terms known only to the individual.

This concept raises a critical question: can language function if there is no external criterion or shared

standard to verify the correctness of word usage?



The Impossibility of Private Language

Wittgenstein argues that a private language is incoherent because language inherently requires rules
that govern word use, and these rules cannot be established privately. Without public criteria, there is
no way to distinguish between correct and incorrect applications of words referring to private
sensations. The individual would have no means to check whether their usage remains consistent over

time.

This argument strikes at the foundation of introspective approaches in philosophy and psychology,
which assume that private, subjective experiences can be neatly captured in a private linguistic code.
Wittgenstein’s critique reveals that language is essentially a public phenomenon, reliant on shared

human practices.

Implications for Philosophy and Psychology

Wittgenstein’s private language argument has profound implications beyond philosophy of language. It
challenges the notion of a purely subjective inner world accessible only through introspection. Instead,
it suggests that our understanding of mental states is mediated by public language and social

interaction.

This view has influenced fields such as cognitive science, psychotherapy, and phenomenology,

prompting reconsiderations of how subjective experience is communicated and understood.

Comparative Perspectives and Critiques

Wittgenstein’s ideas on rules and private language have sparked extensive philosophical debate.
Some critics argue that his skepticism about private language underestimates the role of inner

experience in shaping meaning. Others defend his position as clarifying the social dimensions of



language and cognition.

Pros of Wittgenstein’s View

 Emphasizes the social nature of language and meaning, grounding them in observable practices.
¢ Challenges solipsistic and mentalistic accounts of meaning.

¢ Provides a framework for understanding language as use, influencing pragmatics and linguistic

philosophy.

Cons and Challenges

e Some argue it downplays the significance of subjective experience in language formation.

o Critics suggest that private mental states can be meaningfully discussed despite Wittgenstein’s

skepticism.

e The argument’s reliance on communal criteria raises questions about the status of solitary

individuals or isolated language users.

Contemporary Relevance of Wittgenstein on Rules and Private



Language

Today, Wittgenstein’s reflections on rule-following and private language continue to resonate in
discussions about artificial intelligence, linguistics, and philosophy of mind. The challenge of how
machines can “understand” rules or language echoes Wittgenstein’s concerns about interpretation and

shared criteria.

Moreover, debates about subjectivity and communication in psychology and cognitive science often
invoke the private language argument to question assumptions about inner experience. Wittgenstein’s
insistence on the social embedding of language remains a critical lens through which to analyze

human cognition and interaction.

In sum, Wittgenstein on rules and private language opens a window into the complexities of meaning,
understanding, and human communication. His insights invite ongoing reflection on the interplay
between individual minds and collective linguistic practices, highlighting the intricate fabric that

constitutes language itself.

Wittgenstein On Rules And Private Language

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Wittgenstein on Rules and Private
Language Saul A. Kripke, 1982 Table of Contents Preface Introductory The Wittgensteinian
Paradox The Solution and the 'Private Language' Argument Postscript Wittgenstein and Other Minds
Index.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Kripke's Wittgenstein on Rules and Private
Language at 40 Claudine Verheggen, 2024-02-08 Saul Kripke's Wittgenstein on Rules and Private
Language is one of the most celebrated and important books in philosophy of language and mind of
the past forty years. It generated an avalanche of responses from the moment it was published and
has revolutionized the way in which we think about meaning, intentionality, and the work of Ludwig
Wittgenstein. It introduced a series of questions that had never been raised before concerning, most
prominently, the normativity of meaning and the prospects for a reductionist account of meaning.
This volume of new essays reassesses the continuing influence of Kripke's book and demonstrates
that many of the issues first raised by Kripke, both exegetical and philosophical, remain as
thought-provoking and as relevant as they were when he first introduced them.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language
Saul A. Kripke, 1982-01-01

wittgenstein on rules and private language: “A” Critique of Saul Kripke's "Wittgenstein on


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/wittgenstein-on-rules-and-private-language.pdf

Rules and Private Language" Chrysoula Gitsoulis, 2009 In Wittgenstein on Rules and Private
Language, Saul Kripke presents a controversial skeptical argument, which he attributes to
Wittgenstein's interlocutor in the Philosophical Investigations [PI]. The argument purports to show
that there are no facts that correspond to what we mean by our words. Kripke maintains, moreover,
that the conclusion of Wittgenstein's so-called private language argument is a corollary of results
Wittgenstein establishes in §§137-202 of PI concerning the topic of following-a-rule, and not the
conclusion of an independently developed argument in §§243ff of PI, as most commentators take it to
be. In this work, I assess Kripke's skeptical argument both in its own right, and as an interpretation
of the rule-following sections of PI. In its own right, I try to show that it is critically flawed. However,
as an interpretation of the rule-following sections of PI, I try to show that it is essentially correct. I
do this by showing that Kripke's interpretation squares with and supports the metaphilosophical
framework developed by Wittgenstein in §§107-136 of PI, which immediately precedes his remarks
on following-a-rule.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Wittgenstein: Rules, Grammar and Necessity
Gordon P. Baker, P. M. S. Hacker, 2014-02-03 The Second Edition of Wittgenstein: Rules, Grammar
and Necessity (the second volume of the landmark analytical commentary on Wittgenstein’s
Philosophical Investigations) now includes extensively revised and supplemented coverage of the
Wittgenstein's complex and controversial remarks on following rules. Includes thoroughly rewritten
essays and the addition of one new essay on communitarian and individualist conceptions of
rule-following Includes a greatly expanded essay on Wittgenstein’s conception of logical,
mathematical and metaphysical necessity Features updates to the textual exegesis as the result of
taking advantage of the search engine for the Bergen edition of the Nachlass Reflects the results of
scholarly debates on rule-following that have raged over the past 20 years

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Wittgenstein, Rules and Institutions David
Bloor, 2002 Clearly and simply written, this book provides the first consistent sociological reading of
Wittgenstein's work for many years.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: (Over)Interpreting Wittgenstein A. Biletzki,
2012-09-14 (Over)Interpreting Wittgenstein will be read by philosophers investigating Wittgenstein
and by scholars, interpreters, students, and specialists, in both analytic and continental philosophy.
It will intrigue readers interested in issues of interpretation and cultural studies. This book tells the
story - as yet untold - of Wittgenstein interpretation during the past eighty years. It provides
different interpretations, chronologies, developments, and controversies. It aims to discover the
(socio-cultural rather than psychological) motives and motivations behind the philosophical
community's project of interpreting Wittgenstein. As a cultural history of ideas, it traces the
parallelism between Wittgenstein interpretation and the move from metaphysics, to language, to
postmodernism effected in the twentieth century.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: An Investigation of Kripke's Exposition,
Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language José L. Zamudio, 1992

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Skepticism, Rules, and Private Languages
Patricia Hogue Werhane, 1992 Patricia Werhane synthesizes much of later Wittgensteinian thought,
bringing together disparate arguments into a coherent text. Keeping in mind what Wittgenstein set
out to accomplish in his later writings, the introduction of new material on the private language
arguments, and the philosophical significance of these claims, Werhane develops the thesis that the
notion of a rule is such a constitutive of language that a private language is impossible. Such a
conclusion challenges many contemporary readings of the Philosophical Investigations by bringing
into question conventionalism, linguistic relativism, and idealism while defending the thesis that the
notion of a private psychological experience makes sense.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Philosophical Health Richard Allen Gilmore,
1999-01-01 The style of Wittgenstein's writing in his Philosophical Investigations seems quite
peculiar to many readers, and is in many way unlike any other style of writing in the history of
philosophy. In Philosophical Health, Richard Gilmore argues that Wittgenstein's ultimate goal in the



Investigations is to restore us to a condition of philosophical health. The traditional methods and
styles of doing philosophy, Gilmore suggests, led to a strange kind of philosophical sickness.
Philosophical health is a condition that does not repudiate the philosophical search or philosophical
wonder, but does free us from a kind of sickness that results from looking in the wrong places for
the wrong kinds of answers. According to Gilmore, Wittgenstein thought that to do philosophy in the
right way we have to pay careful attention to the way we speak and think about things in our
everyday lives. Philosophical Health is an original and thought-provoking look at Wittgenstein's later
philosophy.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Interpretivism and the Limits of Law
Tomasz Gizbert-Studnicki, Francesca Poggi, Izabela Skoczen, 2022-12-08 What does it mean to
understand the law? This challenging book discusses whether and how understanding the law is
qualitatively different from understanding a different, non-legal text or linguistic utterance, and
whether knowledge of a language is sufficient to understand legal content in that language.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Problems of Normativity, Rules and
Rule-Following Michat Araszkiewicz, Pawet Banas, Tomasz Gizbert-Studnicki, Krzysztof Pleszka,
2014-11-07 This book focuses on the problems of rules, rule-following and normativity as discussed
within the areas of analytic philosophy, linguistics, logic and legal theory. Divided into four parts,
the volume covers topics in general analytic philosophy, analytic legal theory, legal interpretation
and argumentation, logic as well as Al& Law area of research. It discusses, inter alia,
“Kripkenstein’s” sceptical argument against rule-following and normativity of meaning, the role of
neuroscience in explaining the phenomenon of normativity, conventionalism in philosophy of law,
normativity of rules of interpretation, some formal approaches towards rules and normativity as well
as the problem of defeasibility of rules. The aim of the book is to provide an interdisciplinary
approach to an inquiry into the questions concerning rules, rule-following and normativity.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: The Making of Constitutional Democracy Paolo
Sandro, 2022-01-27 This open access book addresses a palpable, yet widely neglected, tension in
legal discourse. In our everyday legal practices - whether taking place in a courtroom, classroom,
law firm, or elsewhere - we routinely and unproblematically talk of the activities of creating and
applying the law. However, when legal scholars have analysed this distinction in their theories
(rather than simply assuming it), many have undermined it, if not dismissed it as untenable. The
book considers the relevance of distinguishing between law-creation and law-application and how
this transcends the boundaries of jurisprudential enquiry. It argues that such a distinction is also a
crucial component of political theory. For if there is no possibility of applying a legal rule that was
created by a different institution at a previous moment in time, then our current
constitutional-democratic frameworks are effectively empty vessels that conceal a power
relationship between public authorities and citizens that is very different from the one on which
constitutional democracy is grounded. After problematising the most relevant objections in the
literature, the book presents a comprehensive defence of the distinction between creation and
application of law within the structure of constitutional democracy. It does so through an integrated
jurisprudential methodology, which combines insights from different disciplines (including history,
anthropology, political science, philosophy of language, and philosophy of action) while also casting
new light on long-standing issues in public law, such as the role of legal discretion in the law-making
process and the scope of the separation of powers doctrine. The ebook editions of this book are
available open access under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 licence on bloomsburycollections.com.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: The Role of Semantic Normativity in
Kripke's "Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language" Julian Payne, 2013

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Elucidating Law Julie Dickson, 2022-06-23
What are the aims of legal philosophy? Which questions should it seek to address? How should legal
philosophers approach and engage with their subject-matter, and what constraints are incumbent on
them as they do so? What are the criteria of success of theories of law, and how do we know if they
have been met? Can there be progress in legal philosophy? In Elucidating Law, Julie Dickson



addresses these and other questions concerning the methodology, or the philosophy, of legal
philosophy and offers her own distinctive response to them. The book advocates that legal
philosophers should espouse an approach that Dickson terms 'Indirectly Evaluative Legal
Philosophy.' This distinctive approach can facilitate legal philosophers' understanding of aspects of
the nature of law, whilst avoiding prematurely or inappropriately regarding law as inherently
morally valuable. Law is a powerful, systemic, and institutionalized social tool. It should be
understood in a manner appropriate to its character.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: The Realist Hope Christopher J. Insole,
2016-02-24 Taking into consideration analytical, continental, historical, post-modern and
contemporary thinkers, Insole provides a powerful defence of a realist construal of religious
discourse. Insole argues that anti-realism tends towards absolutism and hubris. Where truth is
exhausted by our beliefs about truth, there is no conceptual space for doubting those beliefs; only a
conception of truth as absolute, given and accessible can guarantee the very humility, sense of
fallibility and sensitivity to difference that the anti-realist rightly values. Cutting through some of the
tired and well-rehearsed debates in this area, Insole provides a fresh perspective on approaches
influenced by Wittgenstein, Kant, and apophatic theology. The defence of realism offered is unusual
in being both analytically precise, and theologically sensitive, with a view to some of the wider and
less well-explored cultural, ethical and political implications of the debate.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Holism and the Understanding of Science
Louis Caruana, 2017-11-22 This title was first published in 2000: This book addresses issues which
are central in the philosophy of science, exploring a large and relevant literature. It should be of
broad interest in the philosophy of science community. Professor Peter Lipton, Department of
History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge, UK. How can the complexities of
understanding science be dealt with as a whole? Is philosophical realism still a defensible
philosophical position? Exploring such fundamental questions, this book claims that science ought to
be understood in terms of universal practices and that such an understanding supports an attractive
version of scientific realism. Holism is attracting renewed scholarly attention but is still loosely used
in a range of different contexts, from semantics to medicine. This book presents a detailed
philosophical analysis of holism, concentrating on two complementary aspects of holism - cognitive
and social - to investigate its relevance to science studies. Bridging the gap between analytical,
historical and sociological accounts of science, Caruana draws together results from recent research
by Davidson, Dummett, Quine, Wright and others, on Wittgenstein's later philosophy. Demonstrating
that holism, both cognitive and social, is not only essential for a full understanding of science but
also compatible with a particular version of scientific realism, this book presents important new
perspectives for the philosophers of science and scholars of the history of science in particular.
Louis Caruana is Assistant Lecturer in Philosophy of Science and Nature at the Gregorian
University, Rome, Italy.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: The Idea of History in Constructing
Economics Michael H. Turk, 2015-08-11 How scientific is economics? This question has often been
framed by analogies and correspondences made between economics and other, seemingly more
well-established scientific disciplines, starting with classical mechanics. At the same time economics
is likely to be seen in opposition to or in contrast with history, where the reliance upon generalizing
rules, thought experiments, and model construction in economics is set against the amassing of
particular facts intended to create narratives in history. In this new volume, Turk explores the
relationship between economics and history, including the often fraught one between economics and
economic history, making the case that economics does in fact require the proper grounding in
history that has so often been ignored. This work challenges the attempt to link economics with
other, more clearly ‘scientific’ disciplines as flawed and fundamentally wrongheaded. A key element
of this book is its examination of the gaps and associations that exist in, or are seen through,
linkages with thermodynamics, classical mechanics , biology, literature, mathematics, philosophy,
and sociology. This exploration is frequently undertaken through study of the work of one or more



major figures in the history of economic thought, ranging from Quesnay and Smith, through Walras
and Max Weber, to Robinson, Krugman, David, and Arthur. Through the possibility of an alternative
to the gaps noted in each such comparison, the underlying, necessary connection between
economics and history can be brought out. The book concludes by exploring the basis for the
positive construction of a historical economics. This book is suited for those who study history of
economic thought and philosophy of economics.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: Wittgenstein's Philosophy of Mind (Routledge
Revivals) Ashok Vohra, 2014-04-08 Philosophers since Descartes have felt themselves compelled to
make a choice between mind and body. Wittgenstein’s Philosophy of Mind, first published in 1986,
argues that there is no genuine epistemological problem of mind, and that the widespread
philosophical scepticism with regard to our knowledge of other minds is without foundation. Ashok
Vohra applies Wittgenstein’s method to show that the problem has arisen through a tendency to
over-philosophise our simple experiences. Vohra presents a positive account of Wittgenstein's
philosophy of mind, arguing that to consider his philosophy entirely destructive is misleading. He
shows that knowledge of mind is gained through a large complex of intersubjectively identifiable
factors such as the linguistic and non-linguistic past, present and future behaviour of the person
concerned. He thus justifies the belief, on which psychology and psychoanalysis are based, that mind
is not a mystery to which only the owner has privileged access.

wittgenstein on rules and private language: The Evolution of the Private Language
Argument Keld Stehr Nielsen, 2017-05-15 The Evolution of the Private Language Argument presents
a continuous view of modern analytical philosophy by telling the history of one of its central strands.
It is an in-depth history of this well known philosophical argument, the evolution of Wittgenstein's
thoughts and its influence on analytical philosophy of mind and language. Nielsen looks at early
discussions of the private language argument in the Vienna Circle and the influence of
Wittgenstein's ideas and examines the relation between the early and later Wittgenstein on this
subject. He discusses which influential versions of the private language argument have been
presented in the fifty years since Philosophical Investigations was published and how they relate to
Wittgenstein's thoughts, and considers how the role and the interpretation of the argument, and
Wittgenstein's philosophy, changed along with changes in the conception of the nature of analytic
philosophy.
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