the runaway jury john grisham

The Runaway Jury John Grisham: A Deep Dive into Legal Thriller Mastery

the runaway jury john grisham is a captivating legal thriller that has intrigued readers since its release.
Known for his gripping courtroom dramas, John Grisham once again delivers a masterclass in
suspense, legal intricacies, and moral ambiguity with this novel. The Runaway Jury stands out not only
as a compelling story but also as a sharp commentary on jury manipulation and the influence of

corporate power in the judicial system.

Understanding The Runaway Jury John Grisham

John Grisham’s The Runaway Jury was published in 1996 and quickly became a bestseller, solidifying
his reputation as one of the premier authors of legal fiction. The novel explores the high-stakes trial of
a major gun manufacturer, where the outcome hinges on the jury’s decision. What sets this story apart
is the complex battle of wits between the plaintiff’s attorneys, the defense, and a mysterious juror who

seems to be pulling strings behind the scenes.

At its core, The Runaway Jury delves into themes of justice, manipulation, and ethics within the
courtroom. Grisham brilliantly portrays how jury tampering and outside influence can distort the legal

process, raising important questions about fairness and truth.

The Plot and Its Intricacies

The story revolves around a lawsuit against a gun manufacturer, Puggy Power, who is being sued by
the widow of a shooting victim. The trial is set in Mississippi, and both sides are desperate to secure a

favorable verdict. What makes the novel unique is the presence of Nicholas Easter, a juror with a



hidden agenda, who, along with his accomplice Marlee, manipulates the jury from within.

The Runaway Jury’s plot is a rollercoaster of suspense, with Grisham expertly weaving courtroom
drama with behind-the-scenes scheming. The tension builds as the legal teams try to identify and

influence key jurors, all while Easter and Marlee execute their own plan to control the outcome.

The Realism Behind Jury Manipulation in The Runaway Jury

John Grisham

One of the reasons The Runaway Jury resonates so well with readers is its realistic portrayal of jury
dynamics and the vulnerabilities of the legal system. Jury consulting, media influence, and
psychological tactics are all explored in detail, reflecting real-world concerns about how trials can be

swayed.

Jury Consulting and Influence

In the novel, both plaintiff and defense hire jury consultants to analyze potential jurors’ personalities,
backgrounds, and biases. This practice, known as voir dire, is a critical part of real trials but is often
dramatized in fiction. Grisham’s depiction is nuanced and informed, showcasing how attorneys try to

predict jurors’ behavior to tip the scales in their favor.

Ethical Dilemmas and Legal Boundaries

The Runaway Jury doesn’t shy away from highlighting the ethical gray areas involved in jury
manipulation. While jury consulting is legal, outright tampering or bribery crosses the line. The novel
prompts readers to consider where the boundary lies between strategic trial preparation and

corruption, making it a thought-provoking read for anyone interested in law or ethics.



Characters That Bring The Runaway Jury to Life

John Grisham is known for creating memorable characters, and The Runaway Jury is no exception.

The interplay between the jurors, lawyers, and other players adds depth and realism to the story.

Nicholas Easter: The Enigmatic Juror

Nicholas Easter is arguably the most intriguing character. His calm demeanor conceals a sharp mind
and a hidden agenda that slowly unfolds throughout the novel. Easter’s manipulation of the jury and
his strategic thinking make him a fascinating figure, challenging the typical portrayal of jurors as

passive participants.

The Legal Teams

The attorneys on both sides are portrayed with complexity, highlighting the pressures and strategies
involved in high-stakes litigation. Their interactions reveal the cutthroat nature of courtroom battles and

the lengths to which each side will go to win.

The Runaway Jury John Grisham: Film Adaptation and Cultural

Impact

The popularity of The Runaway Jury extended beyond the book, inspiring a major motion picture in
2003 starring John Cusack, Gene Hackman, and Dustin Hoffman. While the film differs in some plot

details, it captures the essence of the novel’s tension and intrigue.



Differences Between the Book and Film

Fans of the novel often discuss the changes made in the movie adaptation, such as character
alterations and plot simplifications. These differences highlight the challenges of translating a complex

legal thriller to the screen but also show how the core themes remain relevant and engaging.

Legacy and Influence

The Runaway Jury has contributed to the broader cultural conversation about the justice system, jury
trials, and corporate influence. It remains a popular choice for book clubs, legal professionals, and

thriller enthusiasts alike, demonstrating Grisham’s lasting impact on the genre.

Why The Runaway Jury John Grisham Remains Relevant Today

Despite being written decades ago, The Runaway Jury continues to resonate due to its exploration of
enduring issues in the legal world. Jury manipulation, media influence, and corporate power are topics

still relevant in today’s society.

Lessons for Readers and Legal Enthusiasts

For readers interested in law, The Runaway Jury offers an accessible yet sophisticated look at the trial
process and the ethical challenges faced by those involved. It encourages critical thinking about justice

and the potential for abuse within the system.



Tips for Engaging with Legal Thrillers

If you’re new to legal thrillers or want to deepen your appreciation, here are some pointers inspired by

The Runaway Jury:

¢ Pay attention to courtroom procedures and legal jargon to better understand the stakes.

» Consider the motivations of all characters, as moral ambiguity often drives the plot.

» Reflect on how real-world legal issues are mirrored in the story’s conflicts.

These approaches can enhance your reading experience and help you appreciate the layers of

complexity in Grisham’s work.

The Runaway Jury John Grisham is more than just a thrilling page-turner; it’s a window into the
complexities and vulnerabilities of the legal system. Through its compelling narrative and richly drawn
characters, it invites readers to question the nature of justice and the true power held by those behind
the scenes in a courtroom drama. Whether you’re a longtime Grisham fan or a newcomer to his

novels, The Runaway Jury offers a gripping story that stays with you long after the final page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Runaway Jury' by John Grisham?

The Runaway Jury centers around a major tobacco trial where a jury is manipulated by a mysterious

individual who controls the verdict, raising questions about justice and jury tampering.



Who are the key characters in 'The Runaway Jury'?

Key characters include Nicholas Easter, a juror with a hidden agenda; Rankin Fitch, a jury consultant

who tries to influence the trial; and Wendell Rohr, the attorney representing the plaintiff.

What themes does 'The Runaway Jury' explore?

The novel explores themes such as jury manipulation, corporate corruption, ethics in the legal system,

and the power dynamics within courtroom trials.

How does 'The Runaway Jury' portray the legal system?

The book portrays the legal system as vulnerable to manipulation and corruption, highlighting how

wealth and influence can affect trial outcomes.

Is 'The Runaway Jury' based on a true story?

No, 'The Runaway Jury' is a work of fiction, although it draws on real-life legal tactics and issues

related to jury consulting and corporate litigation.

Has 'The Runaway Jury' been adapted into a film?

Yes, 'The Runaway Jury' was adapted into a film in 2003 starring John Cusack, Gene Hackman, and

Dustin Hoffman.

What makes 'The Runaway Jury' stand out among John Grisham's
novels?

Its focus on the inner workings of jury manipulation and the psychological battle between opposing
sides makes it a gripping legal thriller that offers a unique perspective compared to Grisham's other

courtroom dramas.



Additional Resources

The Runaway Jury John Grisham: A Deep Dive into Legal Intrigue and Jury Manipulation

the runaway jury john grisham stands as one of the most compelling legal thrillers in the celebrated
author’s extensive bibliography. Published in 1996, this novel explores the complex dynamics of jury
manipulation, courtroom strategy, and the ethical boundaries within the American judicial system. The
book not only showcases Grisham’s signature storytelling prowess but also raises profound questions
about justice, influence, and the vulnerabilities of jury trials. For readers interested in legal fiction,
courtroom drama, or the intricate psychology behind jury deliberations, The Runaway Jury offers a

gripping narrative layered with suspense and insightful commentary.

In-depth Analysis of The Runaway Jury John Grisham

At its core, The Runaway Jury delves into the high-stakes world of a landmark tobacco trial, where a
major company faces allegations of widespread harm caused by its products. Unlike many legal
thrillers that focus primarily on lawyers and courtroom tactics, Grisham’s novel shifts considerable
attention to the jury itself, making it a central character in the unfolding drama. This unique perspective
allows readers to explore not only the legal strategies employed by both sides but also the personal

motivations, manipulation tactics, and ethical dilemmas faced by jurors.

One of the standout features of the novel is its exploration of jury tampering and the influence of
external forces on what is ideally an impartial body. Grisham introduces a mysterious figure, Nicholas
Easter, whose true intentions and allegiance remain ambiguous for much of the story. His manipulation
of the jury selection process, combined with his strategic interactions with both the plaintiff’'s and
defense’s legal teams, adds a layer of psychological thriller to the legal narrative. This focus on jury
control highlights an often-overlooked aspect of legal battles, making The Runaway Jury a distinct

contribution to the genre.



Characterization and Plot Structure

Grisham’s characters in The Runaway Jury are carefully crafted to represent different facets of the
legal and moral spectrum. Rankin Fitch, the ruthless jury consultant hired by the tobacco company,
embodies the cold, calculating nature of corporate influence in litigation. On the opposing side,
Wendell Rohr, the plaintiff’s lead attorney, represents the fight for justice against powerful interests.
Nicholas Easter and his girlfriend Marlee serve as wild cards, challenging the traditional roles of jurors

and litigants.

The novel’s plot unfolds with a blend of legal procedural detail and suspenseful intrigue. Grisham’s
narrative pacing is deliberate, building tension through courtroom scenes, behind-the-scenes
machinations, and the slow unraveling of Easter’s plan. The interplay between these elements keeps

readers engaged while providing a thoughtful examination of the judicial process.

Thematic Exploration and Social Commentary

Beyond its thrilling storyline, The Runaway Jury offers incisive commentary on the American legal
system, particularly the vulnerabilities inherent in jury trials. Grisham critiques how jury selection can
be manipulated by skilled consultants, raising concerns about the fairness of verdicts when external
pressure and deceit are involved. This theme resonates strongly in a real-world context, as jury

consulting and tampering have been documented issues in high-profile cases.

Moreover, the novel touches on corporate ethics, the power of money in litigation, and the broader
societal impact of tobacco litigation during the 1990s. By embedding these themes within a fictional

narrative, Grisham invites readers to reflect on the intersection of law, morality, and commerce.



Comparisons to Other John Grisham Works

The Runaway Jury is often compared to other Grisham legal thrillers such as A Time to Kill, The Firm,
and The Pelican Brief. While these novels share the common thread of legal drama and suspense,
The Runaway Jury distinguishes itself by focusing so heavily on the jury rather than solely on the

attorneys or the crime.

Unlike The Firm, which centers on corporate corruption and personal survival, or The Pelican Brief,
which involves political conspiracy, The Runaway Jury hones in on the mechanics of the trial itself.
This shift in focus provides a fresh angle on Grisham’s exploration of justice and power, making it a

unique entry in his literary canon.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Runaway Jury was adapted into a feature film in 2003, starring John Cusack, Gene Hackman,
and Dustin Hoffman. The movie adaptation brought the novel’s themes to a broader audience, though
it took liberties with certain plot elements to enhance cinematic appeal. Despite these changes, the

core message about jury manipulation and the influence of corporate power remained intact.
The novel’s impact extends beyond entertainment, sparking discussions among legal professionals
and scholars about the ethics of jury consulting and the integrity of the trial system. It remains a

recommended read for law students and practitioners interested in the intersection of law, psychology,

and ethics.

Key Features and Criticisms

* Realistic portrayal of jury dynamics: Grisham’s depiction of jury selection and deliberation is



informed and detailed, lending authenticity to the narrative.

e Complex characters: The morally ambiguous figures challenge readers to question notions of

right and wrong within legal battles.

 Tight, suspenseful plot: The novel maintains a strong narrative drive without sacrificing depth.

¢ Social relevance: Addresses topical issues such as corporate influence and legal ethics.

However, some critics argue that certain plot elements stretch plausibility, particularly the extent of
Easter’s control over the jury. Additionally, readers expecting a traditional courtroom showdown may

find the novel’s focus on behind-the-scenes maneuvering less satisfying.

SEO Keywords and Relevance

In analyzing the presence of SEO keywords, The Runaway Jury John Grisham effectively integrates

99 66,

jury manipulation,

A1 99 6y

terms such as “legal thriller, courtroom drama,” “jury consultant,” and “tobacco
litigation.” These keywords align well with search queries related to legal fiction, Grisham’s works, and
courtroom narratives. By naturally embedding these terms within character analysis, plot summaries,
and thematic discussions, content about the novel can achieve strong search engine visibility while

maintaining an engaging and informative tone.

The novel’s ongoing popularity and adaptation into film also bolster its online presence, making it a

frequent subject of reviews, academic papers, and discussions on legal ethics.

Exploring The Runaway Jury offers valuable insights into the fragile balance between justice and
manipulation in the courtroom, a topic that remains profoundly relevant in contemporary legal
discourse. Its enduring appeal lies in Grisham’s ability to weave suspense with social critique, crafting

a story that entertains as much as it enlightens.



The Runaway Jury John Grisham

the runaway jury john grisham: The Runaway Jury John Grisham, 1997 The jury in a
Mississippi tobacco trial appears to be manipulated and controlled.

the runaway jury john grisham: The Runaway Jury John Grisham, 1997-01 A member of the
jury for the century's most explosive trial against a giant tobacco company, Juror #2, a mysterious
man with a past and a hidden agenda, joins forces with a beautiful woman on the outside to get the
verdict he wants, no matter what the cos

the runaway jury john grisham: The Partner John Grisham, 1998

the runaway jury john grisham: The Runaway Jury John Grisham, 2010-04-21 When justice is
for sale, every jury has a price . . . In Biloxi, Mississippi, a landmark trial against a tobacco company
begins. Millions of dollars are at stake and soon the case swerves mysteriously off course. The jury
begin behaving strangely, and one of the jurors is convinced he's being watched. Soon they have to
be sequestered. But then an anonymous tip from a young woman suggests she knows why the jury
are behaving oddly. Someone has a plan. But who? And, more importantly, what do they
want? 'A master at the art of deft characterisation and the
skilful delivery of hair-raising crescendos' - Irish Independent 'John Grisham is the master of legal
fiction' - Jodi Picoult 'The best thriller writer alive' - Ken Follett 'John Grisham has perfected the art
of cooking up convincing, fast-paced thrillers' - Telegraph 'Grisham is a superb, instinctive
storyteller' - The Times 'Grisham's storytelling genius reminds us that when it comes to legal drama,
the master is in a league of his own.' - Daily Record 'Masterful - when Grisham gets in the courtroom
he lets rip, drawing scenes so real they're not just alive, they're pulsating' - Mirror 'A giant of the
thriller genre' - TimeOut

the runaway jury john grisham: The Runaway Jury John Grisham, 2010-03-16 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER e In “Grisham’s most addictive courtroom thriller” (The Seattle Times), justice
is fighting for its life—and the jury is caught in the crossfire of greed and corruption. They are at the
center of a multimillion-dollar legal hurricane: twelve men and women who have been investigated,
watched, manipulated, and harassed by high-priced lawyers and consultants who will stop at nothing
to secure a verdict. Now the jury must make a decision in the most explosive civil trial of the
century, a precedent-setting lawsuit against a giant tobacco company. But only a handful of people
know the truth: that this jury has a leader, and the verdict belongs to him. He is known only as Juror
#2. But he has a name, a past, and he has planned his every move with the help of a beautiful
woman on the outside. Now, while a corporate empire hangs in the balance, while a grieving family
waits, and while lawyers are plunged into a battle for their careers, the truth about Juror #2 is about
to explode.

the runaway jury john grisham: The Last Juror John Grisham, 2004 In 1970, one of
Mississippi's more colourful weekly newspapers, The Ford County Times, went bankrupt. To the
surprise and dismay of many, ownership was assumed by a 23 year-old college drop-out, named
Willie Traynor. The future of the paper looked grim until a young mother was brutally raped and
murdered by a member of the notorious Padgitt family. Willie Traynor reported all the gruesome
details, and his newspaper began to prosper. The murderer, Danny Padgitt, was tried before a
packed courtroom in Clanton, Mississippi. The trial came to a startling and dramatic end when the
defendant threatened revenge against the jurors if they convicted him. Nevertheless, they found him
guilty, and he was sentenced to life in prison. But in Mississippi in 1970, 'life' didn't necessarily
mean 'life', and nine years later Danny Padgitt managed to get himself paroled. He returned to Ford
County, and the retribution began.

the runaway jury john grisham: The Runaway Jury John Grisham, Marylouise Oates, 1997

the runaway jury john grisham: John Grisham Mary Beth Pringle, 1997-05-28 With his seven



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/the-runaway-jury-john-grisham.pdf

legal thrillers, all published since 1989, John Grisham has won a huge following of readers and set a
standard few contributors to the genre can match. Because of the success of his novels, the legal
thriller is the most popular genre in American fiction today. In this study, Pringle explains how
Grisham's legal thriller evolved from the thriller tradition and borrowed from the heroic romance
novel, gothic novel, crime novel, and detective fiction. She shows how his novels examine
contemporary social and legal problems that do not have simple solutions—ecology, ethnic relations,
capital punishment, corporate greed, and health insurance—and how he depicts both the legal
system and lawyers in their best and worst lights. Following a biographical chapter that focuses on
Grisham's childhood in Arkansas, education, political career, and development as a writer, Pringle
examines the legal thriller, its antecedents, and Grisham's contribution to the genre. An individual
chapter is devoted to analysis of each of his novels. Each chapter synopsizes the novel, discusses its
reception by critics, and features sections on plot development, character development,
social/historical context and issues, and an alternative critical perspective from which to approach
the novel, such as psychoanalytic theory or feminist criticism. The work includes a complete
bibliography of Grisham's work, critical sources, and list of reviews of all of his novels. Because of
Grisham's popularity with adults and young adults and the contemporary issues he raises, this study
is valuable to students, book discussion group participants, and other interested readers, and is an
essential purchase for school and public libraries.

the runaway jury john grisham: Runaway Jury Pack - Pg Tips Offer John Grisham,
1996-11-01

the runaway jury john grisham: The Last Juror John Grisham, 2006-01-03 The best-selling
author of The King of Torts, The Runaway Jury, and numerous other works of legal suspense
presents a new thriller that incorporates his signature themes of corruption, high drama, and the
quest for the truth in today's justice system. Simultaneous.

the runaway jury john grisham: The John Grisham Story Libby Hughes, 2004-09 John Grisham
is the home run king of legal thrillers. Fans devour his books and can't wait for each blockbuster
book every February. Since 2001, he has written a second, lightweight novella in the fall. This is
gourmet Grisham. But who is John Grisham--the real John Grisham? He is an illusive, private, and
mysterious person, who shuns publicity. The author of The John Grisham Story: from baseball to
bestsellers peels away the layers of this fascinating Mississippi boy, who longed to be a professional
baseball player. Grisham was a criminal lawyer, a Mississippi legislator, and is presently a novelist.
Grisham came from a family of storytellers. His gypsy life as a child, moving from Arkansas to many
small towns in Mississippi, was fodder for many of his ideas. Life experiences for Grisham left him
full of disdain for lawyers, politicians, and government. Yet, he is a spiritual man, a family man, and
an anonymous giver to charities. Buried behind his acres of land in the rolling hills of Virginia,
Grisham coaches Little League and uses his novels to espouse his causes against homelessness,
insurance scams, and crooked lawyers. Here is the inside story of John Grisham, written in a lively,
informative, and colorful style.

the runaway jury john grisham: Law and Society Today Riaz Tejani, 2019-08-20 Law and
Society Today is a problem-oriented survey of sociolegal studies, with a unique emphasis on recent
historical and political developments. Whereas other texts focus heavily on criminal procedure, this
book foregrounds the significant changes of the 2000s and 2010s, including neoliberalism,
migration, multiculturalism, and the large influence of law and economics in law teaching, policy
debates, and judicial decision-making. Each chapter presents key concepts, real-world applications,
and hypothetical problems that allow students to test comprehension. With an integrated approach
to theory and practice and written in an accessible tone, this text helps students recognize the
dynamic forces that shape the way the law is constructed and implemented, particularly how law
drives social inequality.

the runaway jury john grisham: Managing Interpersonal Conflict Nancy A. Burrell, Mike
Allen, Barbara Mae Gayle, Raymond W. Preiss, 2014-02-05 Managing Interpersonal Conflict is a
systematic review of conflict research in legal, institutional and relational contexts. Each chapter



represents a summary of the existing quantitative social science research using meta-analysis, with
contexts ranging from jury selection to peer mediation to homophobia reduction. The contributors
provide connections between cutting-edge scholarship about abstract theoretical arguments, the
needs of instructional and training pedagogy, and practical applications of information. The
meta-analysis approach produces a unique informational resource, offering answers to key research
questions addressing conflict. This volume serves as an invaluable resource for studying conflict,
mediation, negotiation and facilitation in coursework; implementing and planning training programs;
designing interventions; creating workshops; and conducting studies of conflict.

the runaway jury john grisham: A Study Guide for John Grisham's "The Last Juror" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016

the runaway jury john grisham: American Judicial Process Pamela C. Corley, Artemus
Ward, Wendy L. Martinek, 2015-09-25 This text is a general introduction to American judicial
process. The authors cover the major institutions, actors, and processes that comprise the U.S. legal
system, viewed from a political science perspective. Grounding their presentation in empirical social
science terms, the authors identify popular myths about the structure and processes of American
law and courts and then contrast those myths with what really takes place. Three unique elements of
this myth versus reality framework are incorporated into each of the topical chapters: 1) Myth
versus Reality boxes that lay out the topics each chapter covers, using the myths about each topic
contrasted with the corresponding realities. 2) Pop Culture boxes that provide students with popular
examples from film, television, and music that tie-in to chapter topics and engage student interest.
3) How Do We Know? boxes that discuss the methods of social scientific inquiry and debunk common
myths about the judiciary and legal system. Unlike other textbooks, American Judicial Process
emphasizes how pop culture portrays—and often distorts—the judicial process and how social
science research is brought to bear to provide an accurate picture of law and courts. In addition, a
rich companion website will include PowerPoint lectures, suggested topics for papers and projects, a
test bank of objective questions for use by instructors, and downloadable artwork from the book.
Students will have access to annotated web links and videos, flash cards of key terms, and a
glossary.

the runaway jury john grisham: Why We Read What We Read John Heath, Lisa Adams,
2007-09 The authors examine the best-selling books of the past 16 years, exploring common
thematic threads that resonate with American readers.

the runaway jury john grisham: Governing Fables Sandford Borins, 2011-08-01 Governing
Fables: Learning from Public Sector Narratives advocates the importance of narrative for public
servants, exemplifies it with a rigorously selected and analyzed set of narratives, and imparts
narrative skills politicians and public servants need in their careers. Governing Fables turns to
narratology, the inter-disciplinary study of narrative, for a conceptual framework that is applied to a
set of narratives engaging life within public organizations, focusing on works produced during the
last twenty-five years in the US and UK. The genres discussed include British government narratives
inspired by and reacting to Yes Minister, British appeasement narratives, American political
narratives, the Cuban Missile Crisis narrative, jury decision-making narratives, and heroic teacher
narratives. In each genre lessons are presented regarding both effective management and essential
narrative skills. Governing Fables is intended for public management and political science scholars
and practitioners interested in leadership and management, as well as readers drawn to the political
subject matter and to the genre of political films, novels, and television series.

the runaway jury john grisham: The Right to a Fair Trial Thom Brooks, 2017-07-05 The
right to a fair trial is often held as a central constitutional protection. It nevertheless remains
unclear what precisely should count as a 'fair' trial and who should decide verdicts. This already
difficult issue has become even more important given a number of proposed reforms of the trial,
especially for defendants charged with terrorism offences. This collection, The Right to a Fair Trial,
is the first to publish in one place the most influential work in the field on the following topics:
including the right to jury trial; lay participation in trials; jury nullification; trial reform; the civil jury



trial; and the more recent issue of terrorism trials. The collection should help inform both scholars
and students of both the importance and complexity of the right to a fair trial, as well as shed light
on how the trial might be further improved.

the runaway jury john grisham: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff
Hamilton, Brian Jones, 2015-04-22 Provides information on American authors and their works who
have been ignored by most literary guides.

the runaway jury john grisham: Historians as Expert Judicial Witnesses in Tobacco
Litigation Ramses Delafontaine, 2015-04-23 Historian Ramses Delafontaine presents an engaging
examination of a controversial legal practice: the historian as an expert judicial witness. This book
focuses on tobacco litigation in the U.S. wherein 50 historians have witnessed in 314 court cases
from 1986 to 2014. The author examines the use of historical arguments in court and investigates
how a legal context influences historical narratives and discourse in forensic history. Delafontaine
asserts that the courtroom is a performative and fact-making theatre. Nonetheless, he argues that
the civic responsibility of the historian should not end at the threshold of the courtroom where
history and truth hang in the balance. The book is divided into three parts featuring an impressive
range of European and American case studies. The first part provides a theoretical framework on the
issues which arise when history and law interact. The second part gives a comparative overview of
European and American examples of forensic history. This part also reviews U.S. legal rules and
case law on expert evidence, as well as extralegal challenges historians face as experts. The third
part covers a series of tobacco-related trials. With remunerations as high as hundreds of thousands
of dollars and no peer-reviewed publications or communication on the part of the historians hired by
the tobacco companies the question arises whether some historians are willing to trade their
reputation and that of their university for the benefit of an interested party. The book further
provides 50 expert profiles of the historians active in tobacco litigation, lists detailing the manner of
the expert’s involvement, and West Law references to these cases. This book offers profound and
thought-provoking insights on the post-war forensification of history from an interdisciplinary
perspective. In this way, Delafontaine makes a stirring call for debate on the contemporary
engagement of historians as expert judicial witnesses in U.S. tobacco litigation.
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