
the raw shark texts
The Raw Shark Texts: Diving Into a Mind-Bending Literary Adventure

the raw shark texts is a phrase that immediately sparks curiosity and intrigue, especially for fans
of psychological thrillers and metafiction. This unique and compelling novel, written by Steven Hall,
has carved a niche in the literary world for its inventive storytelling and profound exploration of
memory, identity, and the power of the written word. If you haven’t yet encountered the raw shark
texts, you’re in for an extraordinary journey that blends reality with the surreal in ways that
challenge readers’ perceptions.

What Are The Raw Shark Texts?

At its core, the raw shark texts refers to a novel that straddles multiple genres, combining elements
of suspense, speculative fiction, and philosophical inquiry. The story follows Eric Sanderson, a man
who wakes up with no memory of who he is, only to discover he is being pursued by a conceptual
shark—a creature that exists in the realm of ideas and thought rather than the physical world. This
conceptual shark, known as the “language shark” or “Ludovician,” consumes memories and
thoughts, making it a terrifying metaphor for the loss of identity and the fragility of human
consciousness.

Steven Hall’s work stands out because it doesn’t just tell a story; it experiments with form and
language itself, using typographical play and innovative narrative techniques to immerse readers in
Eric’s disorienting experience. The raw shark texts is more than a novel—it’s a text that asks readers
to think about how language shapes reality and how our minds interact with stories.

The Unique Narrative Style of The Raw Shark Texts

One of the most striking features of the raw shark texts is its inventive use of text and design. The
book includes sections where words are arranged in shapes, creating visual representations of the
conceptual sharks and other elements of the story. This blending of visual art with literature pushes
the boundaries of traditional storytelling and invites readers to engage with the text on multiple
sensory levels.

Typographical Innovation

Throughout the novel, Steven Hall uses typography not just to convey content but to create
atmosphere and meaning. For example, certain passages form the shape of a shark fin cutting
through the water, symbolizing the looming presence of the conceptual shark. This technique
enhances the immersive quality of the narrative and makes the reading experience unique and
memorable.



Interplay Between Text and Memory

The raw shark texts explores how memories can be fragmented, lost, or reconstructed. The narrative
structure mirrors this by presenting events non-linearly and sometimes ambiguously, reflecting
Eric’s struggle to piece together his identity. Readers are encouraged to pay close attention to
details, as forgotten memories and hidden clues are scattered throughout the text.

Themes Explored in The Raw Shark Texts

Beyond its innovative style, the raw shark texts delves into several profound themes that resonate
deeply with readers interested in psychology, philosophy, and human experience.

Memory and Identity

The central theme of memory loss and its impact on identity is powerfully depicted through Eric’s
journey. The novel prompts readers to consider what makes us who we are: is it our memories, our
names, or something more intangible? The concept of a shark that feeds on memories serves as a
metaphor for how fragile and vulnerable our sense of self can be.

Language as a Living Entity

The raw shark texts also plays with the idea that language itself is alive, fluid, and capable of
shaping reality. The “language shark” is a perfect embodiment of this concept, representing how
words and ideas can consume and transform people. This theme invites reflection on how we
communicate and the power words hold over our lives.

Existential Exploration

At its heart, the novel grapples with existential questions about reality, consciousness, and the
nature of existence. Eric’s encounters with conceptual creatures and his navigation through a world
where ideas can be physical threats challenge readers to rethink their understanding of what is real.

Why The Raw Shark Texts Has Gained a Cult Following

The raw shark texts has achieved a cult status not just because of its gripping plot but due to its
ability to engage readers on intellectual and emotional levels. Here are some reasons why it
continues to captivate audiences worldwide:

Innovative storytelling: Few books push the boundaries of narrative form as boldly as this



one, blending text and visual art seamlessly.

Psychological depth: The exploration of memory, trauma, and identity resonates with
readers who appreciate complex characters and themes.

Philosophical richness: Its existential questions encourage readers to think deeply about
life, consciousness, and language.

Engaging mystery: The suspenseful hunt for truth keeps readers turning pages, eager to
unravel Eric’s past and the nature of the conceptual shark.

Impact on Modern Literature

The raw shark texts has influenced contemporary writers interested in metafiction and experimental
narratives. It opened doors for books that blur the lines between genres and challenge readers to
interact with text in unconventional ways. It’s often cited in discussions about postmodern literature
and the evolving landscape of storytelling.

Tips for Reading The Raw Shark Texts

If you’re planning to dive into the raw shark texts, here are some helpful tips to enhance your
reading experience:

Take your time: The novel’s complexity means it’s best read slowly, allowing time to absorb1.
the visual elements and layered meanings.

Pay attention to details: Clues and thematic elements are subtly woven into the text and2.
structure, rewarding careful reading.

Keep an open mind: The surreal and abstract nature of the story can be disorienting, but3.
embracing the ambiguity adds to its richness.

Explore supplementary materials: Interviews with Steven Hall and analyses of the book’s4.
unique style can deepen your understanding.

The Raw Shark Texts in Popular Culture

Although it remains somewhat of a niche favorite, the raw shark texts has permeated popular
culture through various channels. Its influence can be seen in discussions about narrative innovation
and has inspired adaptations in different media formats, including stage plays and audio dramas.



Fans often celebrate the book in online forums and literary communities, sharing interpretations and
artwork inspired by the conceptual sharks.

Moreover, the novel’s themes resonate with contemporary conversations about mental health,
memory disorders, and the impact of language on perception, making it relevant beyond the realm of
fiction.

---

Exploring the raw shark texts is like embarking on a literary expedition where reality bends,
memories become prey, and language takes on a life of its own. Whether you’re a fan of thrillers,
philosophical novels, or innovative storytelling, this book offers a captivating experience that lingers
long after the last page. It challenges readers to confront the unknown depths of the mind and the
power of words, making it a standout work in modern literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Raw Shark Texts' about?
'The Raw Shark Texts' is a novel by Steven Hall that combines elements of psychological thriller,
mystery, and metafiction. It follows the story of Eric Sanderson, who wakes up with amnesia and
discovers he is being pursued by a conceptual shark that feeds on memories and thoughts.

Who is the author of 'The Raw Shark Texts'?
The author of 'The Raw Shark Texts' is Steven Hall, a British writer known for his innovative
narrative style and blending of genres.

What genre does 'The Raw Shark Texts' belong to?
'The Raw Shark Texts' is primarily a psychological thriller with elements of speculative fiction,
metafiction, and adventure.

What is the significance of the conceptual shark in 'The Raw
Shark Texts'?
The conceptual shark, called the Ludovician, symbolizes the dangers of memory loss and the
abstract threats lurking within the human mind. It feeds on memories and ideas, representing a
unique narrative device in the novel.

How does 'The Raw Shark Texts' incorporate visual elements
into its storytelling?
The novel features experimental typography and visual text art that enhances the reading
experience, such as text shaped like a shark, which reflects the novel’s themes and adds a layer of
interaction and immersion.



Has 'The Raw Shark Texts' received any notable awards or
recognition?
'The Raw Shark Texts' was critically acclaimed upon release and was nominated for several awards,
including the British Book Awards for Popular Fiction, praised for its originality and inventive
storytelling.

Is 'The Raw Shark Texts' suitable for readers who enjoy
traditional thrillers?
While it contains elements of thriller and mystery, 'The Raw Shark Texts' is quite experimental and
metafictional, making it appealing to readers who enjoy unconventional narratives and literary
puzzles alongside suspense.

Additional Resources
The Raw Shark Texts: An Analytical Exploration of Peter Carey’s Mind-Bending Novel

the raw shark texts is a novel that defies conventional narrative structures and challenges readers
to engage with memory, identity, and the nature of reality. Written by British author Steven Hall and
published in 2007, the book quickly garnered attention for its inventive storytelling and
philosophical depth. This article delves into the multilayered dimensions of The Raw Shark Texts,
examining its themes, narrative techniques, and place within contemporary literature, while
integrating relevant insights and keywords that reflect its unique literary footprint.

Unpacking The Raw Shark Texts: A Literary Odyssey

At its core, The Raw Shark Texts explores the life of Eric Sanderson, a man who awakens in a
hospital with complete amnesia, devoid of any memory of his past. The novel follows his journey to
reconstruct his identity while being pursued by a conceptual predator known as the “Ludovician,” a
creature that feeds on human memories and thoughts. This premise situates the novel at the
intersection of psychological thriller, speculative fiction, and metafiction.

The use of conceptual sharks as antagonists is a standout feature of The Raw Shark Texts,
symbolizing the abstract fears and intangible forces that erode personal identity. The narrative’s
blending of text and visual elements, including concrete poetry and typographical play, enriches the
reading experience, making it a seminal work in experimental fiction. The novel’s innovative use of
language and form invites readers to question the reliability of memory and the construction of self.

Memory and Identity: Central Themes in The Raw Shark Texts

One of the most compelling aspects of The Raw Shark Texts is its exploration of memory loss and the
reconstruction of identity. Eric Sanderson’s amnesia serves as a metaphor for the fragmented
modern self, grappling with the erosion of personal history in a fast-paced, media-saturated world.



The novel probes questions such as: How much of who we are is tied to our memories? Can identity
exist independently from our recollections?

The narrative’s treatment of memory is not merely psychological but also philosophical, engaging
with ideas from postmodernism and cognitive science. The “conceptual sharks” that attack
Sanderson’s mind dramatize the fragility of memory and the threat of oblivion. This symbolic use of
predatory creatures highlights the invisible forces that shape consciousness, making The Raw Shark
Texts a profound meditation on human cognition.

Narrative Structure and Style: A Fusion of Text and Image

The Raw Shark Texts is notable for its unconventional narrative style, which incorporates textual art
and playful typography alongside traditional prose. This stylistic choice serves multiple functions: it
visually manifests the novel’s themes of fragmented memory, disrupts linear storytelling, and
engages readers in an active process of meaning-making.

For example, certain passages form shapes on the page, such as a shark, echoing the novel’s title
and thematic concerns. This use of concrete poetry and spatial arrangement challenges standard
reading habits and invites a multidisciplinary approach to literature—combining text with visual art.
Such experimental features position The Raw Shark Texts as a boundary-pushing work within the
genre of literary fiction.

Comparative Context and Literary Significance

When compared to other works in the realm of speculative and postmodern literature, The Raw
Shark Texts stands out for its unique blend of thriller elements and philosophical inquiry. It shares
thematic affinities with novels such as Mark Z. Danielewski’s House of Leaves (2000) and David
Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas (2004), which also experiment with narrative form and explore complex
questions of identity.

However, Steven Hall’s novel distinguishes itself through its use of conceptual predators as
metaphors and its integration of visual text components. While House of Leaves delves into spatial
and architectural horror, The Raw Shark Texts focuses on cognitive and existential threats. This
focus on the mind as a battleground underscores the growing literary interest in mental landscapes
and the malleability of perception.

Pros and Cons from a Critical Perspective

Pros: The Raw Shark Texts offers a richly imaginative narrative that challenges conventional
storytelling. Its inventive use of typography and visual elements enhances thematic depth,
making it a rewarding read for those interested in experimental literature. The novel’s
philosophical engagement with memory and identity provides substantial intellectual
stimulation.



Cons: The complexity of the narrative structure can be disorienting to some readers,
potentially limiting accessibility. The blending of genres—thriller, speculative fiction, and
literary experimentation—may not appeal to those expecting a straightforward plot-driven
novel. Additionally, the novel’s abstract concepts require careful and attentive reading, which
might deter casual readers.

Impact and Legacy of The Raw Shark Texts in Modern
Literature

Since its release, The Raw Shark Texts has cultivated a dedicated readership and influenced
discussions around the boundaries of narrative form. It exemplifies a wave of 21st-century novels
that embrace multimedia storytelling techniques and interrogate the nature of consciousness. The
novel’s exploration of memory loss resonates in an era increasingly preoccupied with digital identity
and the persistence of data.

The book’s success also highlights the growing acceptance of genre-blending works in literary
circles, where traditional distinctions between literary fiction, speculative fiction, and experimental
writing are becoming more fluid. By combining elements of thriller suspense with philosophical
depth and typographic innovation, The Raw Shark Texts has contributed to expanding the
possibilities of what a novel can achieve.

In literary scholarship, the novel is frequently cited as an example of ergodic literature—a term
describing texts that require nontrivial effort to traverse. This positions The Raw Shark Texts within
a broader conversation about reader agency and interactivity in contemporary storytelling.

As the novel continues to be studied and appreciated, it offers valuable insights into how narrative
form can mirror the complexities of human experience. The raw shark texts metaphorically and
literally swim through the turbulent waters of memory, identity, and the elusive nature of reality,
inviting readers to navigate these depths with curiosity and critical thought.

The Raw Shark Texts

  the raw shark texts: The Raw Shark Texts (Amazon, Signed Steven Hall, 2007-03-01
  the raw shark texts: The Raw Shark Texts. Steven Hall Steven Hall, 2007 Eric Sanderson
wakes up in a house one day with no idea who or where he is. Instructed by a mysterious note to
visit a Dr. Randle, Eric learns that the agony of losing the love of his life in a scuba-diving accident
three years before has destroyed his memory. As Eric begins to examine letters and papers left in
the house by 'the first Eric Sanderson,' a staggeringly different explanation for what is happening to
Eric emerges, and he embarks on a quest to recover the truth and escape the remorseless predatory
forces that threatens to devour him.
  the raw shark texts: The Raw Shark Texts Steven Hall, 2008-10-30 First things first, stay calm.
Eric Sanderson wakes up in a place he doesn’t recognise, unable to remember who he is. All he has
left are journal entries recalling Clio, a perfect love now gone. As he begins to piece his memories

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/the-raw-shark-texts.pdf


back together, Eric finds that he is being hunted by a creature that moves in language, that swims
through the currents of human interaction. With the help of his cynical cat Ian, Eric must search for
the Ludovician, the force that is threatening his life, and Dr Trey Fidorus, the only man who knows
the truth.
  the raw shark texts: The Raw Shark Texts Goldsboro Slip Steven Hall, 2007-01-03
  the raw shark texts: Raw shark texts Steven Hall, 2008
  the raw shark texts: Between Page and Screen Kiene Brillenburg Wurth, 2012 The
contributors to this volume re-assess literary practice at the edges of paper, electronic media, and
film. They show how the emergence of a new medium reinvigorates the book and the page as
literary media, rather than announcing their impending death.
  the raw shark texts: Visual Devices in Contemporary Prose Fiction Simon Barton,
2016-01-26 This book acknowledges that the reader of a novel looks at and sees the page before
they begin to read any text placed upon it. Thus, any disruptions to how a traditional page 'should
look' can have a large impact on the reading process. The book critically engages with the visual
appearance of graphically innovative contemporary prose fiction.
  the raw shark texts: English Studies Mehmet Ali Çelikel, Baysar Taniyan, 2015-09-18 This
volume offers a selection of revised versions of the papers presented at the 7th International IDEA
Conference held at Pamukkale University in Denizli, Turkey, organised by the Association of English
Language and Literary Studies in Turkey. The contributions to this book offer a wide range of
research from scholars on a variety of topics in English literature, including Shakespearean studies,
Victorian, colonial, and postcolonial literature, poetry, and drama studies. The volume also includes
a number of informative research articles on comparative and translation studies which will offer
assistance to young scholars in their academic studies. In addition to acting as a guide to young
academics, the book will also function as a fruitful reference book in a wide range of English literary
studies.
  the raw shark texts: Convergence Culture Reconsidered Claudia Georgi, Brigitte Johanna
Glaser, 2015 Taking media scholar Henry Jenkins’s concept of ‘convergence culture’ and the related
notions of ‘participatory culture’ and ‘transmedia storytelling’ as points of departure, the essays
compiled in the present volume provide terminological clarification, offer exemplary case studies,
and discuss the broader implications of such developments for the humanities. Most of the
contributions were originally presented at the transatlantic conference Convergence Culture
Reconsidered organized by the editors at the Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, Germany, in
October 2013. Applying perspectives as diverse as literary, cultural, and media studies, digital
humanities, translation studies, art history, musicology, and ecology, they assemble a stimulating
wealth of interdisciplinary and innovative approaches that will appeal to students as well as experts
in any of these research areas.
  the raw shark texts: History, Memory and Nostalgia in Literature and Culture Regina
Rudaitytė, 2018-07-27 The advent of the new age has alerted us to the conflicted nature of historical
memory which defined the 20th century while simultaneously assaulting us with new historical
upheavals that demand responsibility and critical consideration. As the historical text bears traces of
the writing subject, the element of deception is remarkable, meaning historical memory easily lends
itself to forgery and false and subjective projections. As such, how do we think about the past, about
history, about memory, and how does memory function? Is history an objective account, a collection
of dry, reliable facts? Is it an imaginative narrative, tinged with nostalgia, a projection of our wishful
thinking, the workings of our subjective perceptions and attitudes, our states of mind? The essays in
this volume focus on the relevance of the past to the present and future in terms of the shifting
attitudes to personal and collective experiences that have shaped dominant Western critical
discourses about history, memory, and nostalgia. The contributors here take issue with the
epistemological, hermeneutic, ethical, and aesthetic dimensions of the representational practices
through which we revisit and revise the meaning of the past.
  the raw shark texts: The Poetics of Genre in the Contemporary Novel Tim Lanzendörfer,



2015-11-19 The Poetics of Genre in the Contemporary Novel investigates the role of genre in the
contemporary novel: taking its departure from the observation that numerous contemporary
novelists make use of popular genre influences in what are still widely considered to be literary
novels, it sketches the uses, the work, and the value of genre. It suggests the value of a critical look
at texts’ genre use for an analysis of the contemporary moment. From this, it develops a broader
perspective, suggesting the value of genre criticism and taking into view traditional genres such as
the bildungsroman and the metafictional novel as well as the kinds of amalgamated forms which
have recently come to prominence. In essays discussing a wide range of authors from Steven Hall to
Bret Easton Ellis to Colson Whitehead, the contributors to the volume develop their own readings of
genre’s work and valence in the contemporary novel.
  the raw shark texts: The Avant-Postman David Vichnar, 2023-11-01 The Avant-Postman
explores a broad range of innovative postwar writing in France, Britain, and the United States.
Taking James Joyce’s revolution of the word in Ulysses and Finnegans Wake as a joint starting point,
David Vichnar draws genealogical lines through the work of more than fifty writers up to the
present, including Alain Robbe-Grillet, B. S. Johnson, William Burroughs, Christine Brooke-Rose,
Georges Perec, Kathy Acker, Iain Sinclair, Hélène Cixous, Alan Moore, David Foster Wallace, and
many others. Centering the exploration around five writing strategies employed by Joyce—narrative
parallax, stylistic metempsychosis, concrete writing, forgery, and neologising the logos—the book
reveals the striking continuities and developments from Joyce’s day to our own.
  the raw shark texts: How We Think N. Katherine Hayles, 2024-05-31 How do we think? N.
Katherine Hayles poses this question at the beginning of this bracing exploration of the idea that we
think through, with, and alongside media. As the age of print passes and new technologies appear
every day, this proposition has become far more complicated, particularly for the traditionally
print-based disciplines in the humanities and qualitative social sciences. With a rift growing between
digital scholarship and its print-based counterpart, Hayles argues for contemporary
technogenesis—the belief that humans and technics are coevolving—and advocates for what she
calls comparative media studies, a new approach to locating digital work within print traditions and
vice versa. Hayles examines the evolution of the field from the traditional humanities and how the
digital humanities are changing academic scholarship, research, teaching, and publication. She goes
on to depict the neurological consequences of working in digital media, where skimming and
scanning, or hyper reading, and analysis through machine algorithms are forms of reading as valid
as close reading once was. Hayles contends that we must recognize all three types of reading and
understand the limitations and possibilities of each. In addition to illustrating what a comparative
media perspective entails, Hayles explores the technogenesis spiral in its full complexity. She
considers the effects of early databases such as telegraph code books and confronts our changing
perceptions of time and space in the digital age, illustrating this through three innovative digital
productions—Steve Tomasula's electronic novel, TOC; Steven Hall's The Raw Shark Texts; and Mark
Z. Danielewski's Only Revolutions. Deepening our understanding of the extraordinary transformative
powers digital technologies have placed in the hands of humanists, How We Think presents a cogent
rationale for tackling the challenges facing the humanities today.
  the raw shark texts: The Cambridge Companion to Literature in a Digital Age Adam Hammond,
2024-11-14 Literature has experienced two great medium shifts, each with profound implications for
its forms, genres, and cultures: that from orality to writing, and that from writing to printing. Today
we are experiencing a third shift, from printed to digital forms. As with the previous shifts, this
transformation is reconfiguring literature and literary culture. The Cambridge Companion to
Literature in the Digital Age is organized around the question of what is at stake for literary studies
in this latest transition. Rather than dividing its chapters by methodology or approach, this volume
proceeds by exploring the major categories of literary investigation that are coming under pressure
in the digital age: concepts such as the canon, periodization, authorship, and narrative. With
chapters written by leading experts in all facets of literary studies, this book shows why all those
who read, study, and teach literature today ought to attend to the digital.



  the raw shark texts: Bookishness Jessica Pressman, 2020-12-01 Twenty-first-century culture
is obsessed with books. In a time when many voices have joined to predict the death of print, books
continue to resurface in new and unexpected ways. From the proliferation of “shelfies” to Jane
Austen–themed leggings and from decorative pillows printed with beloved book covers to bookwork
sculptures exhibited in prestigious collections, books are everywhere and are not just for reading.
Writers have caught up with this trend: many contemporary novels depict books as central
characters or fetishize paper and print thematically and formally. In Bookishness, Jessica Pressman
examines the new status of the book as object and symbol. She explores the rise of “bookishness” as
an identity and an aesthetic strategy that proliferates from store-window décor to experimental
writing. Ranging from literature to kitsch objects, stop-motion animation films to book design,
Pressman considers the multivalent meanings of books in contemporary culture. Books can
represent shelter from—or a weapon against—the dangers of the digital; they can act as memorials
and express a sense of loss. Examining the works of writers such as Jonathan Safran Foer, Jennifer
Egan, Mark Z. Danielewski, and Leanne Shapton, Pressman illuminates the status of the book as a
fetish object and its significance for understanding contemporary fakery. Bringing together media
studies, book history, and literary criticism, Bookishness explains how books still give meaning to
our lives in a digital age.
  the raw shark texts: Bright Young Things Scarlett Thomas, 2012-09-06 'Bright Young Things
wanted for Big Project.' They're in the prime of their lives but our bright young things are all burnt
out. Six sparky twenty-somethings just out of university and working dead-end jobs, they are all
bored to tears with their lives and looking for a way out. When a mysterious job is advertised in the
newspaper, they all apply. What they least expect is to find themselves prisoners on a deserted
island. There's food in the fridge and they have a bedroom each, but there's no telephone, no
television, and no way to escape.
  the raw shark texts: The Routledge Companion to Cyberpunk Culture Anna McFarlane,
Lars Schmeink, Graham Murphy, 2019-11-28 In this companion, an international range of
contributors examine the cultural formation of cyberpunk from micro-level analyses of example texts
to macro-level debates of movements, providing readers with snapshots of cyberpunk culture and
also cyberpunk as culture. With technology seamlessly integrated into our lives and our selves, and
social systems veering towards globalization and corporatization, cyberpunk has become a
ubiquitous cultural formation that dominates our twenty-first century techno-digital landscapes. The
Routledge Companion to Cyberpunk Culture traces cyberpunk through its historical developments
as a literary science fiction form to its spread into other media such as comics, film, television, and
video games. Moreover, seeing cyberpunk as a general cultural practice, the Companion provides
insights into photography, music, fashion, and activism. Cyberpunk, as the chapters presented here
argue, is integrated with other critical theoretical tenets of our times, such as posthumanism, the
Anthropocene, animality, and empire. And lastly, cyberpunk is a vehicle that lends itself to the rise of
new futurisms, occupying a variety of positions in our regionally diverse reality and thus linking, as
much as differentiating, our perspectives on a globalized technoscientific world. With original
entries that engage cyberpunk’s diverse ‘angles’ and its proliferation in our life worlds, this critical
reference will be of significant interest to humanities students and scholars of media, cultural
studies, literature, and beyond.
  the raw shark texts: Multimodal Stylistics of the Novel Nina Nørgaard, 2018-10-08 This
book advocates for a new analytical framework that extends our understanding of multimodal
meaning-making in the novel. Integrating theoretical traditions from stylistics and the influential
social semiotic approach to multimodal communication developed by Kress and van Leeuwen,
Nørgaard applies this method of analysis in order to build on existing stylistic practices that look at
linguistic features in the novel to encompass other semiotic resources found in the form, such as
typography, layout, images, paper and book-cover design. The volume grounds the discussion with
supporting examples from novels that feature experimentation with multiple semiotic resources as
well as more traditional novels, furthering the argument that all novels are inherently multimodal.



Offering new insights and tools for unpacking multimodal meaning-making in this critical literary
genre, this volume is an indispensable resource for graduate students and researchers in
multimodality, stylistics and literary studies.
  the raw shark texts: Memory, Intermediality, and Literature Sara Tanderup Linkis,
2019-04-16 If readers of Sara Tanderup Linkis’ Something to hold on to ... open the book in the
expectation of entering a niche of literature and literary studies, they will leave it after having
encountered a new highway in literature. Here, the traditional theme of memory and the most recent
use of digital media merge into a new understanding of the role of the book in the contemporary
media landscape and of vicissitudes of memorial processes literature, which also offers a broader
perspective on literature in human history. Spurred by Sara Tanderup Linkis’ sharp eye the readings
of texts are lucid, engaging and offers so many ideas that teachers will renew their curricula, and
readers will open the internet for more or rush to the library. — Svend Erik Larsen, professor
emeritus Memory, Intermediality, and Literature investigates how selected literary works use
intermedial strategies to represent and perform cultural memory. Drawing on the theoretical
perspectives of cultural memory studies, this engaging, reader-friendly monograph examines new
materialism and intermediality studies, analyzying works by Alexander Kluge, W.G. Sebald, Jonathan
Safran Foer, Anne Carson, Mette Hegnhøj, William Joyce, J.J. Abrams and Doug Dorst. The works
emerge out of different traditions and genres, ranging from neo-avant-garde montages through
photo-novels and book objects to apps and children’s stories. In this new monograph, Sara Tanderup
Linkis presents an interdisciplinary and comparative approach, reading the works together, across
genres and decades, and combining the perspectives of memory studies and materialist and
media-oriented analysis. This approach makes it possible to argue that the works not only use
intermedial strategies to represent memory, but also to remember literature, reflecting on the
changing status and function of literature as a mediator of cultural memory in the age of new media.
Thus, the works may be read as reactions to modern media culture, suggesting the ways in which
literature and memory are affected by new media and technologies – photography and television as
well as iPads and social media.
  the raw shark texts: The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory Matthew Garrett,
2018-11-01 Narrative theory is essential to everything from history to lyric poetry, from novels to the
latest Hollywood blockbuster. Narrative theory explores how stories work and how we make them
work. This Companion is both an introduction and a contribution to the field. It presents narrative
theory as an approach to understanding all kinds of cultural production: from literary texts to
historiography, from film and videogames to philosophical discourse. It takes the long historical
view, outlines essential concepts, and reflects on the way narrative forms connect with and rework
social forms. The volume analyzes central premises, identifies narrative theory's feminist
foundations, and elaborates its significance to queer theory and issues of race. The specially
commissioned essays are exciting to read, uniting accessibility and rigor, traditional concerns with a
renovated sense of the field as a whole, and analytical clarity with stylistic dash. Topical and
substantial, The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory is an engaging resource on a key
contemporary concept.
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