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Spud by John van de Ruit: A Fresh Take on Boarding School Life

spud by john van de ruit is a novel that has captured the hearts of readers
worldwide with its witty humor, relatable characters, and a vivid portrayal
of boarding school life in South Africa. This coming-of-age story introduces
us to the quirky and endearing world of John "Spud" Milton, a boy navigating
the trials and tribulations of adolescence, friendship, and growing up in a
strict boarding school environment. The charm of spud by john van de ruit
lies not only in its comedic elements but also in its ability to resonate
deeply with anyone who has ever felt like an outsider or struggled to find
their place.

The Story and Setting of Spud by John van de
Ruit

Spud by John van de Ruit is set in a South African boarding school during the
1990s, a backdrop that adds a rich cultural and historical layer to the
narrative. The story follows Spud, a nickname given to John Milton, as he
starts his first year at an elite boys’ boarding school. The school itself
becomes a character of sorts—rigid, tradition-bound, and sometimes
absurd—where the pressures of academic expectations mix with the chaos of
teenage antics.

Van de Ruit uses a first-person diary format, which allows readers an
intimate glimpse into Spud’s thoughts and feelings. This narrative style
makes the story incredibly engaging and personal, as if you’re sitting beside
Spud, hearing about his misadventures firsthand. The novel balances humor and
poignancy, capturing the awkwardness of puberty, the sting of bullying, and
the warmth of unexpected friendships.

Characters That Bring Spud to Life

One of the standout elements of spud by john van de ruit is its memorable
cast of characters. Besides Spud himself, the novel introduces a colorful
array of friends and foes:

- **The Guv**: The tough but fair headmaster who embodies the strict
discipline of the school.
- **Rambo**: Spud’s best friend, known for his wild antics and fearless
attitude.
- **Mermaid**: Spud’s love interest, whose interactions add a layer of
teenage romance and awkwardness.
- **The Crazy Eight**: A group of friends who share in Spud’s adventures and



misadventures.

These characters add depth and variety to the story, making the boarding
school experience feel authentic and relatable. The interactions among them
highlight themes of loyalty, rivalry, and the search for identity.

Humor and Themes in Spud by John van de Ruit

What makes spud by john van de ruit stand out in the genre of young adult
literature is its sharp, witty humor. Van de Ruit’s writing style is
characterized by clever wordplay and a dry sense of comedy that keeps readers
laughing while still addressing serious themes.

The Role of Humor in the Narrative

The humor in Spud is not just for entertainment; it serves as a coping
mechanism for the protagonist. Facing the challenges of adolescence and the
sometimes harsh realities of boarding school, Spud uses humor to make sense
of his world. This approach makes the novel accessible to a wide audience,
including adults who remember their own school days with a mix of fondness
and embarrassment.

Exploring Deeper Themes

Beyond the laughs, spud by john van de ruit touches on important issues such
as bullying, peer pressure, and the struggle for acceptance. The story
explores how young people form their moral compass and develop resilience. It
also delves into the complexities of friendship and the pain of growing up,
reminding readers that these experiences, while difficult, are universal.

Why Spud by John van de Ruit Resonates with
Readers

There are several reasons why spud by john van de ruit has become a beloved
book, especially among young adults and those interested in boarding school
stories.

Relatability and Authenticity

Many readers find Spud’s struggles and triumphs highly relatable. The



awkwardness of puberty, the desire to fit in, and the challenges of authority
figures are universal themes. Van de Ruit’s authentic portrayal of these
experiences helps readers feel seen and understood, which is a powerful
element in young adult fiction.

The South African Setting

The novel offers a unique glimpse into South African culture and history
during a time of transition. This setting provides an enriching context that
differentiates it from other boarding school stories predominantly set in the
UK or the US. For readers interested in international perspectives, spud by
john van de ruit is both entertaining and educational.

Adaptations and Continuing Popularity

The success of spud by john van de ruit led to film adaptations that brought
the story to an even wider audience. These movies captured the essence of the
book’s humor and heart, further cementing Spud’s place in contemporary
popular culture. Additionally, van de Ruit continued the story in sequels,
allowing fans to follow Spud’s journey beyond the first year at boarding
school.

Tips for Readers New to Spud by John van de
Ruit

If you’re picking up spud by john van de ruit for the first time, here are a
few tips to enhance your reading experience:

Embrace the humor: The book’s comedic tone is its strength. Let yourself
enjoy the witty observations and amusing situations.

Pay attention to the cultural references: Understanding the South
African context can deepen your appreciation of the story.

Connect with the characters: Spud’s diary format invites you to form a
bond with him and his friends—try to see the story through their eyes.

Explore the sequels: If you enjoy the first book, consider reading the
sequels to follow Spud’s growth and adventures.



Spud by John van de Ruit in the Landscape of
Boarding School Literature

Boarding school novels are a popular subgenre, often exploring themes of
adolescence, discipline, and friendship. Spud by john van de ruit stands out
because of its fresh perspective and humor. Unlike many boarding school
stories that focus heavily on drama or prestige, Spud offers a lighthearted,
yet insightful look at the realities of school life.

The novel’s blend of comedy and heartfelt moments makes it accessible to a
broad audience. It provides a counterbalance to more serious or dark boarding
school tales by celebrating the quirks and eccentricities of youth. This
approach has won it a dedicated following and a place alongside other beloved
school stories.

As you dive into spud by john van de ruit, you’re not just reading about one
boy’s awkward year at school—you’re entering a world full of laughter,
mischief, and the timeless journey of growing up.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Spud' by John van de Ruit?
The novel 'Spud' follows the humorous and heartfelt coming-of-age story of a
boy named John 'Spud' Milton as he navigates life at a South African boarding
school.

Who is the author of 'Spud' and what inspired him to
write the book?
John van de Ruit is the author of 'Spud'. He was inspired by his own
experiences attending a South African boarding school, which he fictionalized
into the story.

What themes are explored in 'Spud' by John van de
Ruit?
The book explores themes such as adolescence, friendship, bullying, identity,
and the challenges of growing up.

Is 'Spud' by John van de Ruit part of a series?
Yes, 'Spud' is the first book in a series, followed by 'Spud: The Madness
Continues' and 'Spud: Learning to Fly'.



Has 'Spud' by John van de Ruit been adapted into any
other media?
Yes, 'Spud' was adapted into a successful film in 2010, which helped increase
the book's popularity.

What age group is 'Spud' by John van de Ruit
suitable for?
'Spud' is generally suitable for young adults and older readers, as it deals
with teenage experiences and humor.

Additional Resources
Spud by John Van de Ruit: A Captivating Dive into South African Boarding
School Life

spud by john van de ruit stands as a notable work in contemporary South
African literature, offering readers a humorous yet insightful portrayal of
adolescence within the confines of a boarding school. First published in
2005, this novel has garnered significant attention for its authentic voice,
engaging narrative style, and vivid depiction of teenage experiences set
against the socio-cultural backdrop of South Africa. Through the lens of its
protagonist, the book explores themes of friendship, identity, and the trials
of growing up, making it a compelling read for both young adults and mature
audiences alike.

Exploring the Narrative and Themes in Spud by
John Van de Ruit

At its core, spud by john van de ruit is a coming-of-age story told through
the diary entries of John "Spud" Milton, a fourteen-year-old boy navigating
the challenges of life at a prestigious boarding school. The novel’s
structure as a diary provides an intimate glimpse into Spud’s thoughts,
fears, and aspirations. This format allows Van de Ruit to blend humor with
poignancy, capturing the awkwardness and vulnerability that characterize
adolescence.

One of the novel's most prominent themes is the search for belonging. Spud
grapples with fitting in among his peers, dealing with bullies, and
understanding his place within the school's social hierarchy. Through this,
Van de Ruit sheds light on universal adolescent experiences, while also
subtly addressing the unique aspects of South African society during the
post-apartheid era. The boarding school setting serves not only as a physical
space but also as a microcosm of a transforming nation, with its diverse
characters and evolving social dynamics.



Character Development and Relatability

The strength of spud by john van de ruit lies heavily in its character
development. John Milton, or Spud, emerges as a relatable and endearing
protagonist whose vulnerabilities and quirks make him accessible to readers.
His observations about teachers, friends, and family are laced with wit and
sincerity, providing both comic relief and emotional depth.

Supporting characters such as Gecko, Rambo, and Mad Dog enrich the narrative
by representing various facets of teenage life and masculinity. The teachers,
especially the enigmatic Mr. Edly, contribute to the story’s complexity by
embodying the authority figures who shape Spud’s world. Van de Ruit’s ability
to craft multidimensional characters ensures that the novel resonates beyond
its immediate setting.

Stylistic Elements and Literary Techniques

Van de Ruit employs a narrative style that is straightforward yet engaging,
using colloquial language and authentic dialogue to enhance realism. The
diary format creates immediacy, allowing readers to experience events as Spud
perceives them. This first-person perspective heightens the emotional impact
and fosters empathy.

The humor in spud by john van de ruit is another significant stylistic
feature. It balances the novel’s more serious moments, preventing the story
from becoming overly sentimental. The comedic elements often arise from
Spud’s self-deprecating tone and the absurdity of certain situations, such as
his awkward attempts at romance or the eccentricities of his schoolmates.

Moreover, Van de Ruit’s use of vivid descriptions and sensory details
immerses readers in the boarding school environment. From the chilly
dormitories to the sprawling campus grounds, the setting is brought to life
with precision, grounding the narrative in a tangible reality.

Comparative Insights: Spud within the Boarding
School Genre

When compared to other boarding school novels, spud by john van de ruit
distinguishes itself through its cultural specificity and humor. Unlike
classic British boarding school tales such as J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter
series or Enid Blyton’s Malory Towers, Van de Ruit’s work reflects South
African vernacular and social nuances. This adds a layer of authenticity and
freshness to the genre.

Additionally, while many boarding school stories focus heavily on adventure
or fantasy, spud remains firmly rooted in the everyday trials of adolescence.



Its emphasis on character-driven storytelling and the internal struggles of
the protagonist aligns it more closely with realistic young adult fiction.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The success of spud by john van de ruit extended beyond the literary world,
inspiring a film adaptation released in 2010. The movie captured much of the
novel’s charm and humor, introducing the story to a broader audience. The
adaptation’s reception highlighted the novel’s enduring appeal and its
capacity to resonate across different media.

Culturally, spud has become a touchstone for South African youth literature,
often cited for its candid exploration of teenage life in the country. It has
sparked discussions about identity, education, and the complexities of
growing up in a post-apartheid context. The novel’s blend of humor and heart
has helped it maintain relevance in school curricula and reading lists.

Pros and Cons of Spud by John Van de Ruit

Pros:

Authentic portrayal of adolescence with relatable characters.

Humorous writing style that balances serious themes.

Insight into South African culture and boarding school life.

Engaging narrative structure through diary entries.

Cons:

Some readers may find the colloquial language challenging if
unfamiliar with South African slang.

Limited appeal to those seeking fast-paced or plot-driven stories.

The narrative’s focus on male adolescent experience may not
resonate equally with all audiences.



The Legacy of Spud by John Van de Ruit in
Contemporary Literature

More than a decade after its release, spud by john van de ruit continues to
be a relevant and influential work within South African literature and
beyond. Its candid depiction of teenage life, interwoven with humor and
social commentary, positions it as a valuable resource for understanding
youth culture in a changing society.

The novel’s impact is also evident in its contribution to diversifying young
adult fiction. By centering a South African perspective, Van de Ruit broadens
the scope of the genre, encouraging readers worldwide to engage with stories
outside the traditional Western canon.

Ultimately, spud by john van de ruit is more than a simple boarding school
tale; it is a nuanced exploration of growing pains, friendship, and the quest
for self-acceptance. Its enduring popularity underscores the universal nature
of these experiences, even as it remains firmly rooted in a specific cultural
milieu.

Spud By John Van De Ruit

  spud by john van de ruit: Spud John van de Ruit, 2024-11-08 It is 2003 – ten years since Spud
Milton’s class of 93 matriculated and the boys went their separate ways. Despite their seemingly
unbreakable bond, the Crazy Eight – Rambo, Mad Dog, Vern, Fatty, Garth Garlic, Boggo, Simon and
Spud – have not kept in touch. Or at least, not as far as Spud knows. When he receives an invitation
from the school to attend the ten-year reunion weekend, Spud is determined to avoid the event at all
costs, but he hasn’t reckoned with the bombardment of intrusive messages and threatening phone
calls from his former dorm mates. No one is going to bend his arm, not this time; he is immune to
peer pressure and wise to Rambo’s devious manipulation techniques. Spud has moved on. And,
anyway, he has enough to worry about on the home front. At twenty-eight Spud is stuck in a
one-third life crisis. Reflecting on a decade of spectacular non-achievement, at a point where he’s
coming to realise that his glittering stage career might have stalled before it’s even begun, casts him
into deep gloom. For the former scholarship kid, the prospect of once again having to measure up to
his blue-blooded school friends – and be found wanting – has him riddled with anxiety. Not only that.
Spud still doesn’t have a serious girlfriend, which has seen him resort to a questionable international
bath-sexting relationship with an old flame. Not to mention that circumstances have forced him to
move back in with his parents and his senile grandmother, Wombat, whose walks never end where
they began. After a wildly unsuccessful fishing trip with his father, as well as a return to his old way
of figuring things out – writing in his diary – to his own surprise, Spud finds his reunion resistance
crumbling. Curiosity and courage win the day. It’s just a weekend, after all ... what could possibly go
wrong?
  spud by john van de ruit: Spud John van de Ruit, 2007-10-04 The record-breaking, bestselling
Spud arrives in paperback JOHN ?SPUD? MILTON takes his first hilarious steps toward manhood in
this delicious, laugh-out-loud boarding school romp, full of midnight swims, raging hormones, and
catastrophic holidays that will leave the entire family in hysterics and thirsty for more!

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/spud-by-john-van-de-ruit.pdf


  spud by john van de ruit: Spud - Learning to Fly John van de Ruit, 2011-06-02 Spud Milton
(practically a man in most areas) is hoping for a smooth ride as he returns to boarding school as a
senior. But instead he finds his vindictive arch-enemy is back to taunt him and a garrulous new boy
has taken residence in his dorm, along with the regular inmates and misfits he calls friends. Spud's
world has never felt more uncertain as he attempts to master Shakespeare, girls, religion and the
meaning of life. Once again, armed only with his wits and his diary, Spud invites us on a hilarious
journey deep into the sublime and ridiculous world of being a teenager.
  spud by john van de ruit: Spud-The Madness Continues John van de Ruit, 2009-09-17 The
record-breaking, bestselling sequel to Spud! It?s 1991, and John ?Spud? Milton?s journey to
manhood is still creeping along at a snail?s pace. Nearly fifteen, Spud?s starting his second year at
boarding school and?to his utter mortification?he?s still a spud! To make things worse, his dorm
mates, the legendary Crazy Eight, have an unusual new member (Roger the cat), and his house is
home to a new batch of unruly first years. Spud is soon plagued with women trouble, coerced into
expulsion-worthy adventures, and frustrated to find his dreams of fame in tatters after landing the
part of the Dove of Peace in a disastrous production of Noah?s Ark. Join Spud as he takes another
tentative step forward while all around him the madness continues. . . .
  spud by john van de ruit: Spud - Exit, Pursued by a Bear John van de Ruit, 2012-09-21 After
an unexpected and diabolical farewell breakfast conversation with his father, Spud Milton returns to
boarding school for his 1993 Matric year, his last as a schoolboy. Armed with a prefect's tie and a
raging libido, Spud soon discovers that being a large(ish) fish in a small pond has its fair share of
challenges. He finds himself embroiled in fighting for his own room, directing a house play where
both lead actors refuse to learn their lines, and assisting Vern Blackadder's dramatic return from the
dead with nothing more than a drip cord and a pair of oven gloves. Amid mounting pressure in the
classroom and on the cricket field, Spud prepares to face down the most feared and dreaded
challenge of them all - finding a date for the Matric dance. In this hilarious final instalment of the
Spud series John van de Ruit brings to a close his savagely funny blow by blow account of the
agonies of growing up. The embarrassments, the thrills, the defeats, and the sheer absurdity of daily
life are wittily recorded in Spud's unique voice as he prepares to make his own exit, pursued by a
bear.
  spud by john van de ruit: Spud - The Madness Continues ... John van de Ruit, 2012-09-18 The
year is 1991, and Spud Milton's long walk to manhood is still creeping along at an unnervingly slow
pace. Approaching the ripe old age of fifteen and still with no signs of the much anticipated
ball-drop, Spud is coming to terms with the fact that he may well be a freak of nature. With a mother
hell-bent on emigrating, a father making a killing out of selling homemade moonshine, and a
demented grandmother called Wombat, the new year seems to offer little except extreme
embarrassment and more mortifying Milton madness. But Spud is returning to a boarding school
where he is no longer the youngest or the smallest. His dormitory mates, known as the Crazy Eight,
have an unusual new member and his house has a new clutch of first years (the Normal Seven). If
Spud thinks his second year will be a breeze, however, he is seriously mistaken. He is soon beset
with women trouble, coerced into misguided late night adventures, and finds his dreams of a famous
career on the stage in tatters after landing the part of the Dove of Peace in a disastrous house play
production of Noah's Ark. Hilarious, bitter-sweet, tragic and real, join Spud as he takes another
tentative step forward while all around him the madness continues.
  spud by john van de ruit: Spud: The Reunion John van de Ruit, 2025-07-17 It is 2003 – ten
years since Spud Milton’s class of 93 matriculated and the boys went their separate ways. Despite
their seemingly unbreakable bond, the Crazy Eight have not kept in touch. Or at least, not as far as
Spud knows. When he receives an invitation from the school to attend the ten-year reunion weekend,
Spud is determined to avoid the event at all costs, but he hasn’t reckoned with the bombardment of
intrusive messages and threatening phone calls from his former dorm mates. No one is going to
bend his arm, not this time; he is immune to peer pressure and wise to Rambo’s devious
manipulation techniques. Spud has moved on. And, anyway, he has enough to worry about on the



home front. At twenty-eight Spud is stuck in a one-third life crisis. Reflecting on a decade of
spectacular non-achievement, at a point where he’s coming to realise that his glittering stage career
might have stalled before it’s even begun, casts him into deep gloom. For the former scholarship kid,
the prospect of once again having to measure up to his blue-blooded school friends – and be found
wanting – has him riddled with anxiety. Not only that. Spud still doesn’t have a serious girlfriend,
which has seen him resort to a questionable international bath-sexting relationship with an old
flame. Not to mention that circumstances have forced him to move back in with his parents and his
senile grandmother, Wombat, whose walks never end where they began. After a wildly unsuccessful
fishing trip with his father, as well as a return to his old way of figuring things out – writing in his
diary – to his own surprise, Spud finds his reunion resistance crumbling. Curiosity and courage win
the day. It’s just a weekend, after all . . . what could possibly go wrong? From the bestselling author
John van de Ruit. Spud: The Reunion revisits well-loved characters in this nostalgic reunion ten
years after graduation.
  spud by john van de ruit: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Soap Opera
Actors Wikipedia contributors,
  spud by john van de ruit: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Musical Theatre
Actors Wikipedia contributors,
  spud by john van de ruit: The Making of Spud the Movie John van de Ruit, 2012-09-27 10 of
several other brilliant things you'll never know about Spud The Movie unless you read this book: 1.
That John van de Ruit has a small cameo in the movie, for which he had to cultivate an authentic '90s
look; 2. What unusual skill John Cleese and his chaperon on the movie set had in common; 3. Whose
hair and eyebrows had to be dyed daily for his role as one of the Crazy Eight; 4. That it took eight
days to shoot the nightswimming sequences and only three hours to shoot the actual swimming in
the dam; 5. How director Donovan Marsh earned the nickname 'Stonewall'; 6. Why the authors of
this book could be considered magnets for disasters of huge proportions, natural and otherwise; 7.
How Troye Sivan fell victim to adolescence and nearly scuppered the movie; 8. Why Sir Tim Rice of
Lion King fame was spotted lurking in the Midlands during the shoot; 9. That unless his shoes are in
view, John Cleese performs most of his scenes in evening slippers; 10. What Hugh Grant might have
said upon receiving Spud the screenplay. Author of the bestselling Spud series of books, John van de
Ruit and movie producer Ross Garland offer a real insider's view into the journey that began with a
book about a young boy struggling for acceptance at boarding school and ended with bringing the
Crazy Eight and their legendary exploits explosively to life on the big screen. From raising the
money to finding the stars, and shooting on set at the school where the dream began, this is an
invaluable souvenir for existing and new Spud fans.
  spud by john van de ruit: Lonely Planet South Africa, Lesotho & eSwatini Lonely Planet,
  spud by john van de ruit: Best Life , 2007-10 Best Life magazine empowers men to
continually improve their physical, emotional and financial well-being to better enjoy the most
rewarding years of their life.
  spud by john van de ruit: South African Literary Studies Christopher J. Lee, Andrew
Offenburger, 2025-09-22 The collection delves into crucial themes and debates in South African
literature, addressing the innovative aesthetics of Black poetry, the political complexities of white
writing, non-fiction's significance, and the role of geography in South Africa’s regional fiction. It
particularly examines how literary works have engaged with the country's evolving post-apartheid
identity and its place in global contexts. South African Literary Studies: A Safundi Reader on Genre,
Method, and Ideas, 1999-2024 marks the culminating volume in a series celebrating Safundi's
twenty-fifth anniversary. This comprehensive collection showcases the journal's evolution from its
initial focus on US-South African comparative histories to its embrace of a wider range of
interdisciplinary and literary studies. Divided into seven sections, this volume explores a diverse set
of literary approaches, including transnational comparisons featuring influential figures like Maya
Angelou, Alan Paton, Zora Neale Hurston, and Bessie Head. It further addresses the works of poets
and novelists who have shaped South African literature, including Lesego Rampolokeng, Keorapetse



Kgositsile, and J. M. Coetzee, while also offering illuminating interviews with writers such as Chris
Abani, C. A. Davids, and Mark Behr. Through its exploration of various genres, methods, and ideas,
this volume retains Safundi's founding spirit of examining comparative and transnational
connections while also demonstrating how literary criticism has become indispensable in defining
South African culture and identity after apartheid.
  spud by john van de ruit: Some Fine Day Emery C. Walters, 2019-12-11 This is the story of
how Emery Walters became whom he was supposed to be. I knew I was male at an early age,
something that was a societal no-no in the 1950s and still is in parts of the country today. Burying
my male identity, I strove to be the best woman possible. But after raising my four wonderful
children from two debilitating marriages, I found myself alone and nearly penniless. That was when
Emery asserted his identity. Life became better with the shift from female to male, a third marriage,
and a wife who, herself, transitioned from male to female.
  spud by john van de ruit: Like Family Ena Jansen, 2019-04-01 An analytic and historical
perspective of literary texts to understand the position of domestic workers in South Africa More
than a million black South African women are domestic workers. Precariously situated between
urban and rural areas, rich and poor, white and black, these women are at once intimately
connected and at a distant remove from the families they serve. Ena Jansen shows that domestic
worker relations in South Africa were shaped by the institution of slavery, establishing social
hierarchies and patterns of behavior that persist today. To support her argument, Jansen examines
the representation of domestic workers in a diverse range of texts in English and Afrikaans. Authors
include André Brink, JM Coetzee, Imraan Coovadia, Nadine Gordimer, Elsa Joubert, Antjie Krog,
Sindiwe Magona, Kopano Matlwa, Es'kia Mphahlele, Sisonke Msimang, Zukiswa Wanner and Zoë
Wicomb. Like Family is an updated version of the award-winning Soos familie (2015) and the
highly-acclaimed 2016 Dutch translation, Bijna familie.
  spud by john van de ruit: Kaapse bibliotekaris , 2014 Issues for Nov. 1957- include section:
Accessions. Aanwinste, Sept. 1957-
  spud by john van de ruit: Bridges to Understanding Linda M. Pavonetti, 2011-08-18 This is
the fourth volume sponsored by the United States Board on Books for Young People, following
Children's Books from Other Countries (1998), The World Through Children's Books (2002), and
Crossing Boundaries (2006). This latest volume, edited by Linda M. Pavonetti, includes books
published between 2005 and 2009. This annotated bibliography, organized geographically by world
region and country, with descriptions of nearly 700 books representing more than 70 countries, is a
valuable resource for librarians, teachers, and anyone else seeking to promote international
understanding through children's literature. Like its predecessors, it will be an important tool for
providing stories that will help children understand our differences while simultaneously
demonstrating our common humanity.
  spud by john van de ruit: On Leopard Rock Wilbur Smith, 2018-05-01 The first ever memoir
from the Number One global bestselling adventure author Wilbur Smith has lived an incredible life
of adventure, and now he shares the extraordinary true stories that have inspired his fiction. I've
been writing novels for over fifty years. I was lucky enough to miss the big wars and not get shot,
but lucky enough to grow up among the heroes who had served in them and learn from their
example. I have lucked into things continuously. I have done things which have seemed appalling at
the time,disastrous even, but out of them have come another story or a deeper knowledge of human
character and the ability to express myself better on paper, write books which people enjoy reading.
Along the way, I have lived a life that I could never have imagined. I have been privileged to meet
people from all corners of the globe, I have been wherever my heart has desired and in the process
my books have taken readers to many, many places. I always say I've started wars, I've burned down
cities, and I've killed hundreds of thousands of people - but only in my imagination! From being
attacked by lions to close encounters with deadly reef sharks, from getting lost in the African bush
without water to crawling the precarious tunnels of gold mines, from marlin fishing with Lee Marvin
to near death from crash-landing a Cessna airplane, from brutal schooldays to redemption through



writing and falling in love, Wilbur Smith tells us the intimate stories of his life that have been the
raw material for his fiction. Always candid, sometimes hilarious, and never less than thrillingly
entertaining, On Leopard Rock is testament to a writer whose life is as rich and eventful as his
novels are compellingly unputdownable.
  spud by john van de ruit: The Story Cure Ella Berthoud, Susan Elderkin, 2016-10-27 The
stories that shape our children's lives are too important to be left to chance. With The Story Cure,
bibliotherapists Ella Berthoud and Susan Elderkin have put together the perfect manual for
grown-ups who want to initiate young readers into one of life's greatest pleasures. There's a remedy
for every hiccup and heartache, whether it's between the covers of a picture book, a pop-up book, or
a YA novel. You'll find old favourites like The Borrowers and The Secret Garden alongside modern
soon-to-be classics by Michael Morpurgo, Malorie Blackman and Frank Cottrell-Boyce, as well as
helpful lists of the right reads to fuel any obsession - from dogs or dinosaurs, space or spies. Wise
and witty, The Story Cure will help any small person you know through the trials and tribulations of
growing up, and help you fill their bookshelves with adventure, insight and a lifetime of fun.
  spud by john van de ruit: Research Methods in Creative Writing Jeri Kroll, Graeme Harper,
2012-12-07 A guide to the modes and methods of Creative Writing research, designed to be
invaluable to university staff and students in formulating research ideas, and in selecting
appropriate strategies. Creative writing researchers from around the globe offer a selection of
models that readers can explore and on which they can build.
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