smithsonian history of the world map
by map

Smithsonian History of the World Map by Map: Tracing the Evolution of Our
Global Understanding

smithsonian history of the world map by map offers a fascinating journey
through time, revealing how humanity’s perception of the world has
transformed alongside exploration, science, and technology. Maps are far more
than mere navigational tools; they are a reflection of culture, knowledge,
and the worldview of their creators. The Smithsonian Institution, with its
vast collections and exhibitions, provides an unparalleled lens into the
historical progression of world maps, showcasing how cartography has evolved
from rudimentary sketches to detailed, scientifically accurate
representations.

Exploring the Smithsonian history of the world map by map allows us to
appreciate the artistry, politics, and scientific breakthroughs that shaped
the way people understood geography across centuries. Let’s embark on a
detailed exploration of this history, highlighting key maps that illustrate
pivotal moments in cartography and global discovery.

The Ancient Beginnings: Early World Maps and
Their Significance

Long before satellites and GPS, early civilizations attempted to depict the
world as they knew it using basic tools and imagination. The Smithsonian
history of the world map by map begins with these nascent efforts, often
symbolic and limited in scope but crucial for the development of cartography.

The Babylonian World Map

One of the earliest known maps is the Babylonian World Map, dating back to
the 6th century BCE. This clay tablet represents the world as a flat disk
surrounded by water, reflecting ancient Mesopotamian cosmology. Although
rudimentary, it set a precedent for representing geographical knowledge
visually.

Greek Contributions: From Anaximander to Ptolemy

The Greeks made significant strides in mapping, moving from mythological
depictions to more scientific approaches. Anaximander is credited with
creating one of the first conceptual maps of the world, while Claudius
Ptolemy’s *Geographia* in the 2nd century CE compiled extensive knowledge of
geography and introduced latitude and longitude, laying the groundwork for
modern cartography.



Medieval Maps: The Blend of Myth and Reality

During the Middle Ages, maps often combined religious beliefs, mythological
elements, and limited geographical knowledge. The Smithsonian history of the
world map by map during this period reveals a fascinating tapestry of
symbolic representations.

Mappa Mundi and the T-O Map

Medieval European maps, such as the famous Hereford Mappa Mundi, depicted the
world as a circle divided into three parts by a “T” representing the
Mediterranean Sea and rivers. Jerusalem was often placed at the center,
reflecting the religious worldview of the time. These maps were not designed
for navigation but for illustrating spiritual and historical concepts.

Islamic Cartography’s Advancements

Simultaneously, Islamic scholars preserved and enhanced Greek geographical
knowledge. Al-Idrisi’s 12th-century map in the *Tabula Rogeriana* was
remarkably detailed for its time, blending empirical observation with
existing data, and influencing later European cartographers.

The Age of Discovery: Maps as Tools of
Exploration and Empire

The Smithsonian history of the world map by map takes a dramatic turn during
the Age of Discovery, when European explorers charted new territories, and
maps became critical instruments of navigation, colonization, and power.

Portolan Charts and Navigational Breakthroughs

Portolan charts, used primarily by Mediterranean sailors, featured detailed
coastlines and compass roses, Jgreatly improving maritime navigation. These
maps reflected practical knowledge gained from seafaring and were among the
first to show accurate coastlines.

Waldseemiuller’s 1507 World Map: Naming America

One of the most celebrated maps in this period is Martin Waldseemiiller’s 1507
map, the first to use the name “America” to label the newly discovered
continents. This map combined classical geography with recent discoveries,
marking a pivotal moment in cartographic history preserved at the
Smithsonian.



Mercator’s Projection and Its Lasting Impact

In 1569, Gerardus Mercator introduced a cylindrical map projection that
allowed sailors to plot straight-line courses, revolutionizing navigation.
Though it distorts size, this projection became the standard for nautical
charts and remains widely used today.

Scientific Revolution and Modern Cartography

With advances in astronomy, mathematics, and surveying, the Smithsonian
history of the world map by map during the Scientific Revolution reflects a
shift toward precision and accuracy.

Triangulation and Surveying Techniques

The development of triangulation allowed cartographers to measure distances
accurately over land, leading to more reliable maps. These techniques were
essential for expanding empires and planning infrastructure.

Globes and Thematic Maps

The Smithsonian also showcases beautifully crafted globes and thematic maps
from this era, which introduced new ways to represent data such as
population, climate, and resources, enriching our understanding of the world
beyond simple geography.

Maps in the Age of Digital Technology and the
Smithsonian’s Role

In the contemporary era, the Smithsonian continues to document and exhibit
the evolution of world maps, embracing digital cartography and interactive
displays.

From Paper to Pixels: The Digital Cartography
Revolution

Digital mapping technologies, including Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
and satellite imagery, have transformed how we create and use maps. The
Smithsonian’s digital archives and exhibits highlight this transition,
offering visitors immersive experiences that link historical maps to modern
tools.

Preserving Cartographic Heritage



The Smithsonian’s commitment to preserving rare maps ensures that future
generations can study these cultural artifacts. Through conservation efforts
and public exhibitions, the institution maintains a bridge between the past
and the present in cartographic history.

Insights Into the Cultural and Political Power
of Maps

Beyond their scientific value, maps have always been instruments of cultural
expression and political influence. The Smithsonian history of the world map
by map illustrates how cartography can shape identity, control, and
perception.

Maps as Tools of Empire and Colonization

Maps often justified territorial claims and colonial ambitions by visually
asserting control over lands. Examining historical maps at the Smithsonian
reveals how cartographers sometimes omitted or altered information to serve
political agendas.

Artistic Expression in Mapmaking

Many historical maps are also remarkable works of art, featuring intricate
illustrations, calligraphy, and symbolism. This artistic dimension reflects
the worldview and values of their creators, making maps valuable cultural
documents.

Exploring the Smithsonian history of the world map by map is more than a
lesson in geography; it’s an invitation to understand humanity’s evolving
relationship with the planet. Each map tells a story — of discovery,
imagination, power, and knowledge. Whether you’re a history enthusiast, a
geography buff, or simply curious, these cartographic treasures housed at the
Smithsonian offer endless insights into how we have come to see the world as
it is today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Smithsonian History of the World Map by
Map' about?

The 'Smithsonian History of the World Map by Map' is a comprehensive
exploration of the history of cartography, showcasing how maps have evolved
over time and their impact on understanding the world.

Who published the 'Smithsonian History of the World
Map by Map'?

The book was published by the Smithsonian Institution, which is renowned for



its extensive collections and research in history and science.

What time periods does the 'Smithsonian History of
the World Map by Map' cover?

It covers a wide range of time periods, from ancient maps created thousands
of years ago to modern digital mapping techniques.

Does the book include wvisual examples of historical
maps?

Yes, the book is richly illustrated with numerous historical maps, providing
visual context to the development of cartography throughout history.

How does the 'Smithsonian History of the World Map by
Map' contribute to understanding global history?

By examining maps from different eras and cultures, the book reveals how
geographical knowledge, political boundaries, and cultural perspectives have
shaped world history.

Is the 'Smithsonian History of the World Map by Map'
suitable for academic research?

Yes, it is a valuable resource for students, historians, and researchers
interested in cartography, geography, and history due to its detailed
analysis and authoritative content.

Are there any interactive or digital components
associated with the 'Smithsonian History of the World
Map by Map'?

While the book itself is a physical publication, the Smithsonian Institution

often provides online resources and interactive exhibits related to maps that
complement the book’s content.

Where can one purchase or access the 'Smithsonian
History of the World Map by Map'?
The book is available for purchase through major book retailers and can also

be found in libraries, especially those affiliated with academic institutions
Oor museums.

Additional Resources

Smithsonian History of the World Map by Map: Tracing Humanity'’s Geographic
Imagination

smithsonian history of the world map by map offers a unique lens through
which to explore the evolution of cartography and human understanding of the
globe. The Smithsonian Institution, renowned for its vast archives and



scholarly resources, presents a compelling narrative that unfolds through a
series of maps, each reflecting the knowledge, culture, and technological
capabilities of its time. This investigative approach not only reveals the
transformation of geographic representation but also underscores the
sociopolitical and scientific contexts that shaped the world as depicted on

paper.

The history of world maps is a story of discovery, myth, and the gradual
accumulation of empirical data. By examining these maps curated and analyzed
by the Smithsonian, one can trace the gradual shift from medieval worldviews
to modern cartographic precision. This article delves into the Smithsonian’s
historical collection, highlighting key maps that mark significant milestones
in how humanity has visualized the Earth.

Early Cartography: From Myth to Measured Space

The earliest world maps, often included in the Smithsonian’s historical
exhibits, are marked by a blend of myth, religion, and rudimentary geographic
knowledge. For example, medieval mappaemundi such as the Hereford Map
illustrate a world centered on Jerusalem, with biblical and legendary
elements interwoven with known landmasses. These maps were less about
accurate geography and more about conveying a worldview rooted in spiritual
and cultural narratives.

The Smithsonian’s history of the world map by map collection highlights how
these early depictions served as educational and devotional tools rather than
navigational aids. The orientation of east at the top of many medieval maps,
the inclusion of fantastical creatures, and the schematic representation of
continents underscore the symbolic rather than scientific intent.

Advances in Exploration and Cartographic Technique

With the Age of Discovery in the 15th and 16th centuries, the world map began
to transform dramatically. The Smithsonian’s archival maps from this era
demonstrate the impact of European explorations by figures such as Columbus,
Magellan, and Vasco da Gama. These voyages expanded geographic knowledge,
leading to the inclusion of previously unknown continents and sea routes.

Notable among these is the Waldseemiiller map of 1507, often referred to in
Smithsonian exhibitions as the first to use the name "America." This map
exemplifies the integration of new empirical data with Renaissance humanist
scholarship. The precision and scale improved, though many inaccuracies
remained due to limited surveying technology.

This period also saw innovations in projection methods. The Mercator
projection, introduced in 1569, became a cartographic standard for navigation
because it preserved angles and shapes, facilitating sea travel despite
distorting landmass sizes near the poles. The Smithsonian’s comparative
display of Mercator versus earlier projections helps visitors understand the
technical choices that influence how we perceive the world.



Scientific Cartography and the Enlightenment

The Smithsonian’s curated maps from the 17th and 18th centuries reveal a
shift toward scientific rigor in mapmaking. Advances in mathematics,
astronomy, and surveying techniques enabled cartographers to produce more
accurate, scaled representations of continents and oceans. This era marked
the rise of national atlases and thematic maps detailing everything from
climate zones to political boundaries.

One illustrative example is the work of cartographers like John Senex and
Guillaume Delisle, whose maps combined meticulous observation with artistic
craftsmanship. The Smithsonian’s history of the world map by map underscores
how these maps reflect Enlightenment ideals—emphasizing reason, empirical
evidence, and systematic classification.

Additionally, the integration of longitude and latitude grids became more
precise, facilitating global navigation and colonial administration. The
increasing use of color and legend in maps during this period also enhanced
readability and utility for various audiences, from scholars to policymakers.

Colonialism and Cartographic Power

Maps have long been instruments of power, and the Smithsonian’s collection
documents how world maps were used to assert territorial claims and justify
colonial expansion. The 19th-century maps often reflect the imperial
ambitions of European powers, delineating spheres of influence and contested
borders.

The Smithsonian’s analytic approach invites critical reflection on how
cartography can both reveal and obscure realities. For instance, the
depiction of Africa in 19th-century maps varies significantly depending on
the mapmaker’s perspective and political agenda. These maps often portrayed
vast interior regions as “unknown” or “unexplored,” despite rich indigenous
histories and geographies.

By presenting these maps alongside historical context, the Smithsonian
encourages a nuanced understanding of cartography as a tool entwined with
geopolitics, rather than a neutral record of geographic fact.

Modern and Digital Cartography: The Globalized
World

The Smithsonian’s history of the world map by map extends into the 20th and
21st centuries, showcasing how technological innovations have revolutionized
cartography. The advent of aerial photography, satellite imagery, and
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) has transformed mapmaking from an
artisanal craft to a data-driven science.

Contemporary maps in the Smithsonian’s collection highlight the precision
with which we can now visualize physical and human geography. From
topographic maps to thematic representations of climate change and population
density, these digital-era maps serve diverse scientific, educational, and
planning purposes.



The Smithsonian also explores the democratization of mapping through online
platforms and crowdsourcing, which contrast with the traditionally
centralized production of maps. This shift raises questions about accuracy,
authority, and the evolving relationship between mapmakers and map users.

Features and Challenges of Digital Cartography

Digital mapping offers unparalleled detail and interactivity, but it also
poses challenges regarding data privacy, representation, and accessibility.
The Smithsonian’s exhibitions often highlight these dualities by juxtaposing
historical maps with modern digital counterparts.

For example, the ability to layer multiple data sets—such as demographic
trends over physical geography—enables complex analyses but requires careful
interpretation to avoid misrepresentation. Moreover, the reliance on digital
technologies introduces vulnerabilities related to software errors or
geopolitical biases embedded in datasets.

Through its comprehensive presentation, the Smithsonian encourages critical
engagement with contemporary mapping tools, emphasizing that the history of
cartography is an ongoing dialogue between technology, culture, and
knowledge.

Interpreting the Smithsonian’s History of the
World Map by Map

The Smithsonian’s unique approach to presenting the history of the world map
by map offers an invaluable resource for scholars, educators, and enthusiasts
alike. By situating individual maps within their historical, cultural, and
technological contexts, this collection reveals not only the evolution of
geographic knowledge but also the shifting human perspectives on place and
identity.

What emerges is a layered narrative where maps serve as artifacts of
exploration, instruments of power, and tools for scientific inquiry. The
Smithsonian’s dedication to preserving and interpreting these maps ensures
that the story of cartography remains accessible and relevant, reminding us
that each map is a snapshot of its time—both a reflection and a shaper of the
world it depicts.

In tracing the history of the world map by map, the Smithsonian invites us to
contemplate the complex interplay between human curiosity, technological
progress, and the enduring quest to understand our planet.

Smithsonian History Of The World Map By Map

smithsonian history of the world map by map: History of the World Map by Map Dorling
Kindersley Limited, Dorling Kindersley Publishing Staff, 2018-10-04 See history as it happened -
from the evolution of early humans to the space race - with 130 detailed maps that bring pivotal
episodes of world history to life. Including a foreword by renowned broadcaster and historian Peter


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/smithsonian-history-of-the-world-map-by-map.pdf

Snow, this history atlas shows you the history of the world in thrilling action. Follow Napoleon as he
conquers Europe, explore the rise of the Roman Empire, or chart the progress of the Russian
Revolution as each map presents an overview of the story then takes you, step by step, through how
it developed, leaving its mark on land and ocean. With cutting-edge design and breathtaking scope,
History of the World Map by Map charts ancient, medieval, and modern history in all corners of the
world. Discover how patterns of global trade, exploration, conflict, and technological advances
shaped key moments in human civilization, such as the success of ancient Egypt, the conquest of
Peru, the decolonization of Africa and Asia, the American Civil War, and the energy and
environmental challenges of the 21st century. Alongside the maps are overviews and timelines of
important periods such as the age of ancient Greece, the Renaissance, and World War 2, while
paintings and photographs introduce overarching themes and epoch-defining moments such as
fascism and communism, and the invention of printing.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: History of the World Map by Map DK,
2018-10-23 Explore the history of the world in unprecedented detail with this ultimate guide to
history throughout the ages. Maps don't just show us where to go, but also where we've been. If
you're interested in finding out more about the biggest events in world history, then this book all
about history of the world is perfect for you! This stunning history book for adults starts with the
evolution and migration of our oldest ancestors out of Africa. You can then look up maps about the
Greece and Persian War, the Mongol Conquests, Medieval Europe's trade routes, and the rise of the
Ottomans. Explore maps about the colonisation of North America, the scientific revolution,
Napoleon's advances, and Britain's control of India. Then uncover the history of later centuries, such
as the Age of Imperialism, the American Civil War, industrialised Europe and the transformation of
Japan. Journey into past like never before as you uncover: - Easy-to-read text panels for a deeper
understanding of history - A total of 140 maps alongside stunning pictures and informative timelines
- Storytelling maps to bring history to life - Published in association with the Smithsonian Institution
in the USA. Bursting with striking illustrations and full of fascinating detail, this history book is the
ultimate gift for map lovers, history enthusiasts of all ages and those who enjoy visiting museums
and other historical sites, whether as a present for dad, or handy reference guide for any other
history lover in your life! History of the World Map by Map aims to help you gain a strong
understanding of some of the forces and movements across continents that have shaped our world!
Go on guided tour through time and explore: - Prehistory 7 MYA-3000 BCE - The Ancient World 3000
BCE - 500 CE - Middle Ages 500-1450 CE - The Early Modern World 1450-1700 - Revolution and
Industry 1700-1850 - Progress and Empire 1850-1914 - The Modern World 1914-Present At DK, we
believe in the power of discovery. So why stop there? The Map by Map series includes other titles
such as History of the World Map by Map and World War II Map by Map, each detailing historical
events and placing them in the context of geography. DK's luxurious Map by Map books are fantastic
history gifts, packed with fascinating facts, high-quality photography, and detailed profiles and
descriptions of people and events.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: World War II Map by Map DK, 2019-09-03
Explore World War II in unprecedented detail with this compelling geographical guide. If you're
interested in finding out more about one of the deadliest wars in history, then this war book is
perfect for you. World War II Map by Map is an intricately detailed history book, that will encourage
you to get a sense of the magnitude, mobility and speed at which the colossal armies swept through
these vast landscapes during a war that claimed millions of lives and spanned through many areas
globally. Follow the key developments of World War II in unprecedented visual detail, with more
than 100 specially created historical maps covering all major theatres of war. Discover how the
conflict raged around the globe on land, air, and sea, while timelines provide an in-depth chronology
of events. Beautiful archival photographs, contemporary artefacts, and profiles of famous leaders
reveal the full story of the war that shaped the modern world. So what are you waiting for? Journey
back in time and uncover: - 9 main contemporary maps, including battle maps from both Allies and
Axis countries, explain key events. - Easy-to-read text panels to accompany the maps for a deeper



understanding of each topic. - Set out into 5 Chapters with 11 narrative overviews - 30 photo feature
spreads exploring topics beyond the War - Produced in association with the Smithsonian Institution.
Bursting with striking illustrations and full of fascinating detail, this world war 2 book is the ultimate
gift for history students, general readers, and military history enthusiasts. Whether you enjoy
watching military documents, or you're looking for the perfect gift for the history lover in your life,
World War II Map by Map can be enjoyed by adults and children aged 12+ alike. Written by a team
of historians headed by Richard Overy as a consultant, this history book for adults examines in detail
how the most destructive conflict in history changed the face of our world. At DK, we believe in the
power of discovery. So why stop there? The Map by Map series includes other titles such as History
of the World Map by Map and Battles Map by Map, each detailing historical events and placing them
in the context of geography. DK's luxurious Map by Map books are fantastic history gifts, packed
with fascinating facts, high-quality photography, and detailed profiles and descriptions of people and
events.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: Reference and Information Sources and
Services for Children and Young Adults Lesley S.]J. Farmer, 2022-09-01 Reference and
information services are more important than ever for today’s young people. By analyzing key
features of reference and information services to young people in school and public library
environments, including the research behind the trends and issues, librarians can make sure that
those services are appropriately responsive to children and teens. Based on standards and
evidence-based practice, this book helps you to optimize those resources and services by: providing
guidance in assessing youth communities, determining youth’s information needs and information
behaviors, developing and maintaining age-appropriate reference collections (starting with the
book’s core list of print and online resources), optimizing physical and virtual access to reference
and information sources, interacting with youth and facilitating their reference and information
literacy skills, curating and producing reference and information products, dealing with relevant
legal and ethical issues, and planning effective library reference and information services for youth.
Chapter sidebar examples provide food for thought.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: Secret Maps of the Ancient World
Charlotte Harris Rees, 2008 Who are The Coalition? Many wonder but few know the truth. The
Coalition represents an amalgamation of single and married ultra-successful males who have
combined their years of knowledge interacting with the opposite sex into a 12-month guide. A how-to
manual which will take an individual from being a man to the man in 12 short months, step by step.
July Jones and Monty Sharpe, two members of The Coalition, have chosen to shed the cloak of
anonymity and chronicle the thoughts and philosophies of the single members of the organization.
To date, other Coalition members have chosen to remain anonymous.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: World-maps for Finding the Direction
and Distance to Mecca David King, 2021-09-06 Two remarkable Iranian world-maps were
discovered in 1989 and 1995. Both are made of brass and date from 17th-century Iran. Mecca is at
the centre and a highly sophisticated longitude and latitude grid enables the user to determine the
direction and distance to Mecca for anywhere in the world between Andalusia and China. Prior to
the discovery of these maps it was thought that such cartographic grids were conceived in Europe
ca. 1910. This richly-illustrated book presents an overview of the ways in which Muslims over the
centuries have determined the sacred direction towards Mecca (gibla) and then describes the two
world-maps in detail. The author shows that the geographical data derives from a 15th-century
Central Asian source and that the mathematics underlying the grid was developed in 9th-century
Baghdad.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: The Smithsonian's History of America in 101
Objects Richard Kurin, 2016-10-25 The Smithsonian Institution is America's largest, most important,
and most beloved repository for the objects that define our common heritage. Now Under Secretary
for Art, History, and Culture Richard Kurin, aided by a team of top Smithsonian curators and
scholars, has assembled a literary exhibition of 101 objects from across the Smithsonian's museums



that together offer a marvelous new perspective on the history of the United States. Ranging from
the earliest years of the pre-Columbian continent to the digital age, and from the American
Revolution to Vietnam, each entry pairs the fascinating history surrounding each object with the
story of its creation or discovery and the place it has come to occupy in our national memory. Kurin
sheds remarkable new light on objects we think we know well, from Lincoln's hat to Dorothy's ruby
slippers and Julia Child's kitchen, including the often astonishing tales of how each made its way into
the collections of the Smithsonian. Other objects will be eye-opening new discoveries for many, but
no less evocative of the most poignant and important moments of the American experience. Some
objects, such as Harriet Tubman's hymnal, Sitting Bull's ledger, Cesar Chavez's union jacket, and the
Enola Gay bomber, tell difficult stories from the nation's history, and inspire controversies when
exhibited at the Smithsonian. Others, from George Washington's sword to the space shuttle
Discovery, celebrate the richness and vitality of the American spirit. In Kurin's hands, each object
comes to vivid life, providing a tactile connection to American history. Beautifully designed and
illustrated with color photographs throughout, The Smithsonian's History of America in 101 Objects
is a rich and fascinating journey through America's collective memory, and a beautiful object in its
own right.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: World History, Volume 1: to 1500 Ann
Kordas, Ryan ]J. Lynch, Brooke Nelson, Julie Tatlock, 2023-03-31 World History, Volume 1: to 1500 is
designed to meet the scope and sequence of a world history course to 1500 offered at both two-year
and four-year institutions. Suitable for both majors and non majors World History, Volume 1: to 1500
introduces students to a global perspective of history couched in an engaging narrative. Concepts
and assessments help students think critically about the issues they encounter so they can broaden
their perspective of global history. A special effort has been made to introduce and juxtapose
people’s experiences of history for a rich and nuanced discussion. Primary source material
represents the cultures being discussed from a firsthand perspective whenever possible. World
History, Volume 1: to 1500 also includes the work of diverse and underrepresented scholars to
ensure a full range of perspectives. This is an adaptation of World History, Volume 1: to 1500 by
OpenStax. You can access the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were
made to ensure a better ebook reading experience. This is an open educational resources (OER)
textbook for university and college students. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: Reordering The World George ] Demko,
2018-05-15 Using an integrative approach to international relations, the second edition of
Reordering the World returns the ?geo? to geopolitical analysis of current global issues. The
contributors focus on key emerging world issues, such as spatial data technology, IGOs/NGOs,
gender and world politics, boundary disputes, refugee flows, ecological degradation, and UN
intervention in civil wars. They also assess the redefinition of international relations by
instantaneous, worldwide financial and telecommunication linkages and explore the struggles of new
multinational and nongovernmental organizations to define their roles. Using current real-world
examples, this group of eminent geographers challenges the reader to rethink international relations
and reorder the world political map.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: World History, Volume 2: from 1400 Ann
Kordas, Ryan J. Lynch, Brooke Nelson, Julie Tatlock, 2023-03-29 World History, Volume 2: from 1400
is designed to meet the scope and sequence of a world history course from 1400 offered at both
two-year and four-year institutions. Suitable for both majors and non majors World History, Volume
2: from 1400 introduces students to a global perspective of history couched in an engaging
narrative. Concepts and assessments help students think critically about the issues they encounter
so they can broaden their perspective of global history. A special effort has been made to introduce
and juxtapose people’s experiences of history for a rich and nuanced discussion. Primary source
material represents the cultures being discussed from a firsthand perspective whenever possible.
World History, Volume 2: from 1400 also includes the work of diverse and underrepresented



scholars to ensure a full range of perspectives. This is an adaptation of World History, Volume 2:
from 1400 by OpenStax. You can access the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial
changes were made to ensure a better ebook reading experience. This is an open educational
resources (OER) textbook for university and college students. Textbook content produced by
OpenStax is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: Atlas of World War II Stephen G. Hyslop,
2018 Prelude to war, 1941: Blitzkrieg -- Prelude to war, 1943: war in the Pacific -- 1942-1944:
breaking Hitler's grip -- 1944-1945: victory over Germany -- 1943-1945: defeating Japan.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: Great Maps Jerry Brotton, 2014-09-01 The
whole world is mapped out for your viewing pleasure in this captivating compendium, ranging from
past to present through diverse themes of transport and technology to discoveries and development.
Covering the classical maps of the ancient world and traveling through time to reach Google Earth
in the 21st century, this unprecedented history of more than 60 maps opens up our planet as never
before. Great Maps showcases early Medieval maps like including mappae mundi; iconic transport
maps such as the London Underground; important travel maps including Dr. Livingstone's version of
Africa; maps of natural wonders such as the ocean floor; and momentous moments including the
marks on the Moon left by the lunar landings. There are maps that show the way to heaven, depict
lands with no sunshine, and the mysterious home of the people with no bowels on this mind-blowing
journey. Much more than just geographical data, maps are an accurate reflection of the culture and
context of different time frames in history. British historian Jerry Brotton tells the amazing secret
stories behind many of the most significant maps ever unearthed, revealing key features and
innovative techniques in incredible detail. The unique insight into how mapmakers have expressed
their world views results in this treasured book that makes a welcome addition to any bookshelf or
home library.

smithsonian history of the world map by map: Cartography Matthew H. Edney, 2019-04-12
“In his most ambitious work to date, [Edney] questions the very concept of ‘cartography’ to argue
that this flawed ideal has hobbled the study of maps.” —Susan Schulten, author of A History of
America in 100 Maps Over the past four decades, the volumes published in the landmark History of
Cartography series have both chronicled and encouraged scholarship about maps and mapping
practices across time and space. As the current director of the project that has produced these
volumes, Matthew H. Edney has a unique vantage point for understanding what “cartography” has
come to mean and include. In this book Edney disavows the term cartography, rejecting the notion
that maps represent an undifferentiated category of objects for study. Rather than treating maps as
a single, unified group, he argues, scholars need to take a processual approach that examines
specific types of maps—sea charts versus thematic maps, for example—in the context of the unique
circumstances of their production, circulation, and consumption. To illuminate this bold argument,
Edney chronicles precisely how the ideal of cartography that has developed in the West since 1800
has gone astray. By exposing the flaws in this ideal, his book challenges everyone who studies maps
and mapping practices to reexamine their approach to the topic. The study of cartography will never
be the same. “[An] intellectually bracing and marvellously provocative account of how the mythical
ideal of cartography developed over time and, in the process, distorted our understanding of maps.”
—Times Higher Education “Cartography: The Ideal and Its History offers both a sharp critique of
current practice and a call to reorient the field of map studies. A landmark contribution.” —Karen
Wigen, coeditor of Time in Maps

smithsonian history of the world map by map: The Tokugawa World Gary P. Leupp, De-min
Tao, 2021-09-20 With over 60 contributions, The Tokugawa World presents the latest scholarship on
early modern Japan from an international team of specialists in a volume that is unmatched in its
breadth and scope. In its early modern period, under the Tokugawa shoguns, Japan was a world
apart. For over two centuries the shogun’s subjects were forbidden to travel abroad and few
outsiders were admitted. Yet in this period, Japan evolved as a nascent capitalist society that could
rapidly adjust to its incorporation into the world system after its forced opening in the 1850s. The



Tokugawa World demonstrates how Japan’s early modern society took shape and evolved: a world of
low and high cultures, comic books and Confucian academies, soba restaurants and imperial music
recitals, rigid enforcement of social hierarchy yet also ongoing resistance to class oppression. A
world of outcasts, puppeteers, herbal doctors, samurai officials, businesswomen, scientists, scholars,
blind lutenists, peasant rebels, tea-masters, sumo wrestlers, and wage workers. Covering a variety of
features of the Tokugawa world including the physical landscape, economy, art and literature,
religion and thought, and education and science, this volume is essential reading for all students and
scholars of early modern Japan.
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