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Role of Women in Ancient Rome: Unveiling Their Lives and Influence

role of women in ancient rome is a fascinating subject that reveals much
about the social structure, culture, and daily life of one of history’s most
influential civilizations. Unlike many modern societies, the role of women in
ancient Rome was complex and multi-faceted, shaped by strict social norms but
also marked by moments of agency and influence. Understanding their position
offers a richer picture of Roman society beyond the famed gladiators,
senators, and emperors.

The Social Status of Women in Ancient Rome

The role of women in ancient Rome was largely defined by their relationship
to men—fathers, husbands, and sons. Roman society was patriarchal, and women
were expected to operate within the boundaries set by male authority figures.
However, this does not mean they were powerless or invisible.

Family and Legal Standing

Women were typically under the legal authority of a male guardian, known as
the paterfamilias, who held power over the entire household. A woman’s legal
independence was limited; she could not vote or hold office, and her primary
legal role was tied to her family. Despite this, Roman women could own
property, inherit wealth, and manage their own economic affairs, especially
widows and women from wealthier classes.

As daughters, their role was to marry strategically, often arranged to
strengthen family alliances. As wives, they were expected to manage the
household, raise children, and uphold family honor. Yet, in some cases, women
wielded considerable influence behind the scenes, particularly in elite
families where their counsel could sway political decisions.

Marriage and Motherhood

Marriage was central to a Roman woman’s life and a key institution shaping
her role. Most women married in their early teens to men significantly older,
emphasizing family continuity and social status. Motherhood was highly
valued, with fertility and child-rearing seen as a woman’s primary duty.

Roman women were praised for their virtues of modesty, fidelity, and
dedication to family, ideals embodied in the figure of the matrona—the
respectable married woman. However, the expectations also came with



limitations, as women were often confined to domestic spheres and excluded
from formal power structures.

Daily Life and Responsibilities of Roman Women

Beyond their legal and social roles, the daily lives of women in ancient Rome
varied greatly depending on class, wealth, and family background.

Household Management

In most Roman households, women were responsible for managing domestic
affairs. This included overseeing slaves and servants, organizing food
preparation, and ensuring the smooth running of the household. For wealthy
families, this was a significant task involving coordination of many workers
and resources, while poorer women often engaged directly in cooking,
cleaning, and textile production.

Work and Economic Activities

While elite women might not have worked outside the home, lower-class women
often did. Some engaged in trade, crafts, or farming alongside their
families. There were women who ran businesses such as inns, shops, or
laundries. Women could also be artisans, midwives, or even entertainers.

Interestingly, Roman law allowed women to conduct business and manage
financial transactions, especially after the late Republic period. This
economic participation provided certain women with a degree of independence
uncommon in other ancient societies.

Religious Roles and Public Presence

Religion was a vital part of Roman life, and women played important roles in
religious ceremonies and cults. Their involvement in religious activities
allowed them a form of public expression and influence.

Priestesses and Religious Festivals

Certain priesthoods were reserved exclusively for women, such as the Vestal
Virgins—maidens dedicated to the goddess Vesta tasked with maintaining the
sacred fire of Rome. Vestals enjoyed privileges and respect far beyond those
of typical women, including legal independence and protection from certain



punishments.

Women also participated in various religious festivals and rituals, sometimes
acting as priestesses or participants in ceremonies that reinforced social
and political order. These religious roles provided a socially accepted
outlet for women to assert spiritual authority and public visibility.

Influence and Power: Women Behind the Scenes

Although women could not hold formal political office, many wielded
considerable influence through family connections and personal relationships.

Prominent Women in Roman History

Figures like Livia Drusilla, wife of Emperor Augustus, and Agrippina the
Younger, mother of Emperor Nero, demonstrate how women could shape imperial
politics. Livia, in particular, was known for her political savvy and
advisory role, effectively influencing decisions that shaped the Roman
Empire.

Women of the elite class often acted as patrons of art, literature, and
religion, using their wealth and status to sway cultural and political life.
Their salons and social networks became hubs of intellectual exchange and
political maneuvering.

Women’s Legal Reforms and Social Changes

Over time, legal reforms began to relax some restrictions on women. For
example, laws in the late Republic and early Empire allowed women greater
control over their property and reduced the absolute control of the
paterfamilias. These changes reflected evolving attitudes about women’s roles
in society and acknowledged their economic and social contributions.

Cultural Perceptions and Literary Depictions

Roman literature and art provide valuable insights into how women were viewed
and how they saw themselves.

Idealized Virtues and Stereotypes

Roman writers often portrayed women through contrasting images: the virtuous



matrona versus the dangerous seductress. These depictions reinforced societal
expectations but also revealed anxieties about women’s power and
independence.

Poets like Ovid and historians like Tacitus sometimes criticized women for
perceived moral failings, while others celebrated their loyalty and strength.
These literary portrayals shaped public opinion and reflected the complex
realities of women’s lives.

Education and Intellectual Life

Elite Roman women were often educated in literature, philosophy, and
rhetoric. While formal schooling was primarily for boys, some women received
private tutoring, enabling them to participate in intellectual discourse.
This education allowed a select few to contribute to literary and
philosophical works, demonstrating that the role of women in ancient Rome was
more nuanced than often assumed.

Tips for Understanding the Role of Women in
Ancient Rome

When exploring the role of women in ancient Rome, it helps to keep a few key
points in mind:

Consider social class: The experiences of elite women were very
different from those of lower-class or enslaved women.

Look beyond legal restrictions: Women’s informal influence often
extended far beyond what laws suggest.

Use multiple sources: Combining archaeological evidence, legal texts,
and literary works provides a fuller picture.

Recognize diversity: Women’s roles evolved over time and varied by
region within the Roman Empire.

Understanding these nuances enriches our appreciation of how Roman women
shaped and were shaped by their world.

Exploring the role of women in ancient Rome unveils a society where, despite
limitations, women found ways to assert their presence and influence. From
managing households and participating in religious life to shaping imperial
politics, their contributions were integral to the fabric of Roman
civilization. By looking at their lives through multiple lenses, we gain a



deeper appreciation for the complexity and dynamism of women’s roles in one
of history’s greatest empires.

Frequently Asked Questions

What roles did women typically have in ancient Roman
society?
Women in ancient Rome primarily managed household affairs, raised children,
and supported their husbands, but they could also engage in business,
religious activities, and occasionally influence politics through their
family connections.

Could women in ancient Rome own property?
Yes, women in ancient Rome could own, inherit, and manage property, although
their legal rights varied over time and depended on their family status and
guardianship arrangements.

Did women in ancient Rome have any political rights?
Women in ancient Rome did not have formal political rights such as voting or
holding office, but they could exert influence indirectly through their
relationships with male relatives and participation in social and religious
networks.

What religious roles did women hold in ancient Rome?
Women in ancient Rome could serve as priestesses in various religious cults,
such as the Vestal Virgins, who were highly respected and held significant
religious and social responsibilities.

How did marriage affect the status of women in
ancient Rome?
Marriage often placed women under the legal authority of their husbands or
male guardians, but some women gained social status and economic power
through marriage alliances, dowries, and managing household wealth.

Were there any notable women in ancient Rome who
challenged traditional roles?
Yes, figures like Livia Drusilla, wife of Emperor Augustus, and Agrippina the
Younger, mother of Emperor Nero, played significant roles in politics and
imperial affairs, demonstrating that some women could wield considerable
influence.



Additional Resources
Role of Women in Ancient Rome: An Analytical Exploration

role of women in ancient rome encapsulates a complex and multifaceted
dimension of Roman society, reflecting broader themes of gender, power, and
social structure. Women in ancient Rome occupied a unique position that was
simultaneously influential and constrained by the patriarchal norms of their
time. Their roles, rights, and societal expectations evolved throughout the
Republic and Empire periods, offering valuable insights into the cultural
fabric of one of history’s most enduring civilizations.

Understanding the Societal Context of Women in
Ancient Rome

The societal structure of ancient Rome was deeply patriarchal, with legal and
social frameworks designed predominantly around male authority. Despite these
constraints, women played vital roles within their families, communities, and
even the political landscape indirectly. The examination of the role of women
in ancient Rome requires an understanding of the legal status of women,
family dynamics, and their participation in economic and religious life.

Women were generally under the legal control of a male guardian—initially
their father (paterfamilias) and later their husband after marriage. This
guardianship, known as *tutela*, significantly influenced women’s autonomy.
However, the degree of control varied depending on the period and social
class, with some elite women exercising remarkable influence behind the
scenes.

Legal Status and Rights of Roman Women

Legally, Roman women were considered *sui iuris* (legally independent) only
in rare circumstances, such as widows or women whose fathers had died without
male heirs. Under *manus* marriage, a wife passed completely under her
husband's authority, but by the late Republic, *free marriage* (*sine manu*)
became more common, allowing women to remain under their father’s legal
control rather than their husband’s. This shift granted women more economic
freedom and control over property.

Women could inherit wealth, manage businesses, and participate in financial
transactions, especially widows and those from wealthy families. Despite
these rights, women could not vote or hold public office, reflecting their
exclusion from formal political power.



Family and Domestic Roles

The family was the core unit of Roman society, and women’s primary roles were
tied to managing the household and raising children. The ideal Roman matron
was expected to embody virtues such as *pietas* (duty), modesty, and
fidelity. Women supervised domestic slaves, managed household finances, and
organized social functions that reinforced familial and social bonds.

Marriage was a central institution for women, often arranged to strengthen
family alliances and social standing. Fertility and motherhood were highly
valued, and producing legitimate heirs was a critical expectation. However,
women also wielded soft power through their influence on husbands and sons,
shaping decisions in private and, indirectly, public spheres.

Economic Participation and Influence

While public economic roles for women were limited compared to men, many
Roman women, especially in urban centers, engaged in various forms of
commerce and trade. Women from lower classes could be found working as
merchants, artisans, or even in entertainment and hospitality industries.
Archaeological evidence, including inscriptions and business records, reveals
that women owned shops, managed estates, and were active participants in the
marketplace.

In elite circles, women’s control over dowries and inheritances enabled them
to influence economic decisions within their families. Some wealthy Roman
women became patrons, funding public works or supporting artists, thereby
asserting social status and indirect political influence.

Religious Roles and Status

Religion held a significant place in Roman life, and women participated
actively in religious ceremonies and cults. Priestesses, such as the Vestal
Virgins, enjoyed unique privileges and high social status. The Vestals were
entrusted with maintaining the sacred fire of Vesta, symbolizing the security
of Rome itself, and were granted legal rights unavailable to other women,
including property ownership and freedom from male guardianship.

Other religious roles included participation in various cults and festivals,
often providing opportunities for women to gather publicly and exercise
communal influence. Religious observance was also linked to women’s domestic
duties, reinforcing their roles as caretakers of family and tradition.



Women’s Political Influence and Social Power

Direct political participation was barred to women in ancient Rome, yet their
influence permeated the political sphere through familial connections and
social networks. Elite women often acted as advisors and confidantes to
powerful men, shaping decisions and policies behind the scenes. Notable
figures such as Livia Drusilla, wife of Emperor Augustus, exemplify how women
could wield soft power in imperial Rome.

Women’s salons and social gatherings served as hubs for political discourse,
enabling them to cultivate alliances and impact the public agenda indirectly.
Moreover, women’s patronage of artists, intellectuals, and religious
institutions further extended their societal influence beyond domestic
confines.

Comparative Perspectives: Women in Ancient Rome vs.
Other Ancient Societies

Compared to other ancient civilizations, Roman women experienced a blend of
constraints and freedoms. Unlike Greek women, who were often secluded and had
minimal public presence, Roman women, particularly in urban centers, had more
social mobility and could partake in public life to a greater extent.
However, unlike some Egyptian women who could rule as pharaohs, Roman women
were excluded from formal political power.

The Roman legal system’s recognition of women’s property rights, inheritance,
and business activities was relatively progressive for the time, albeit still
limited by overarching patriarchal norms. This nuanced position highlights
the complexity of the role of women in ancient Rome as neither fully
subjugated nor entirely autonomous.

Challenges and Limitations Faced by Roman Women

Despite the avenues of influence and participation, Roman women faced
significant challenges rooted in societal expectations and legal
restrictions. Their identities were often defined in relation to male family
members, limiting personal autonomy. Social stigma surrounded women who
defied conventional roles, and their public actions were carefully
scrutinized.

The lack of voting rights and formal political agency meant that women’s
voices were often mediated through male relatives. Additionally, the emphasis
on chastity and fidelity imposed strict moral codes, with severe consequences
for transgressions. These limitations underscore the inherent tensions in the
role of women in ancient Rome between empowerment and subordination.



Legacy and Historical Interpretation

Modern historical and archaeological scholarship continues to reassess the
role of women in ancient Rome, challenging earlier narratives that
marginalized their contributions. The increased focus on inscriptions, legal
texts, and material culture has illuminated the diverse experiences of Roman
women across social strata.

Understanding the role of women in ancient Rome not only enriches knowledge
of Roman civilization but also provides broader perspectives on gender
dynamics in antiquity. Their stories reflect resilience and adaptability
within a system that both constrained and enabled their participation in the
social, economic, and cultural life of Rome.

This investigative overview reveals that the role of women in ancient Rome
was multifaceted, evolving, and integral to the societal framework, offering
a nuanced appreciation of their place in one of history’s most influential
cultures.

Role Of Women In Ancient Rome

  role of women in ancient rome: Mothers of the Tribe: Unearthing the Forgotten Role of
Women in Human Evolution and Prehistory Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-15 For too long, the
role of women in human evolution and prehistory has been overlooked or marginalized. This book
seeks to redress the balance by providing a comprehensive overview of the vital contributions that
women have made to the development of our species. Drawing on the latest research from
anthropology, archaeology, and other disciplines, this book explores the diverse roles that women
have played in hunting and gathering societies, agricultural societies, and early civilizations. It
examines the division of labor between men and women, the importance of women in childrearing
and education, and the role of women in cultural and religious life. The book also examines the
changing status of women over time, from the ancient world to the present day. It discusses the
challenges that women have faced, the progress that has been made, and the work that still needs to
be done to achieve gender equality. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in women's
history, anthropology, or the evolution of human society. It is also a valuable resource for educators,
policymakers, and anyone else who wants to learn more about the important role that women have
played in shaping our world. **In this book, you will learn about:** * The role of women in hunting
and gathering societies * The impact of agriculture on women's lives * The status of women in
ancient Greece and Rome * The contributions of women to medieval European society * The role of
women in the Renaissance and Reformation * The changing views of women during the
Enlightenment * The challenges facing women in the 19th and 20th centuries * The status of women
in the 21st century * The challenges facing women in the future **This book is a groundbreaking
exploration of the role of women in human evolution and prehistory. It is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the true history of our species.** If you like this book, write a review on google
books!
  role of women in ancient rome: Women in Roman Law and Society Jane F. Gardner,
2008-03-07 The legal situation of the women of ancient Rome was extremely complex, and - since
there was no sharp distinction between free woman, freedwoman and slave - the definition of their
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legal position is often heard. Basing her lively analysis on detailed study of literary and epigraphic
material, Jane F. Gardner explores the provisions of the Roman laws as they related to women. Dr
Gardner describes the ways in which the laws affected women throughout their lives - in families, as
daughters, wives and parents; as heiresses and testators; as owners and controllers of property; and
as workers. She looks with particular attention at the ways in which the strict letter of the law came
to be modified, softened, circumvented, and even changed, pointing out that the laws themselves tell
us as much about the economic situation of women and the range of opportunities available to them
outside the home.
  role of women in ancient rome: Women's Influence on Classical Civilization Fiona McHardy,
Eireann Marshall, 2004 This book explores how women in antiquity influenced cultural spheres
normailly thought of as male.
  role of women in ancient rome: Women's Ancient History: Their Impact and Achievements
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-15 Embark on a remarkable journey through the annals of ancient
history, where women played pivotal roles that shaped civilizations and left an enduring legacy.
Women's Ancient History: Their Impact and Achievements delves into the diverse experiences of
women from various cultures, revealing their contributions to society, the challenges they faced, and
the remarkable ways they defied societal norms. This comprehensive book explores the intricate
tapestry of gender roles in ancient civilizations, highlighting the expectations placed on women and
the ways they navigated these constraints. Discover the significant roles women played in the
workforce, contributing to economic prosperity and challenging traditional notions of female
domesticity. Witness their influence in politics and leadership, as they ascended to positions of
power and made their voices heard in decision-making processes. Unveil the remarkable
contributions of women in the arts and literature, whose creative expressions enriched ancient
cultures. From poetry and drama to painting and sculpture, women left an indelible mark on the
artistic landscape, leaving behind a legacy of beauty and inspiration. Delve into the scientific and
medical advancements made by women, whose knowledge and skills revolutionized healthcare and
expanded the boundaries of human understanding. Explore the profound impact of religion and
spirituality on women's lives, uncovering the diverse roles they played in religious rituals and
ceremonies. Witness the challenges they faced as they navigated religious dogma and sought to
assert their own spiritual identities. Understand the importance of family and the intricate dynamics
that shaped women's experiences within ancient households. Moreover, this book sheds light on
women's involvement in war and conflict, revealing their resilience and determination in times of
upheaval. From fierce warriors to healers and peacemakers, women played multifaceted roles in
shaping the outcomes of historical events. Celebrate the enduring legacy of ancient women, whose
contributions continue to resonate in modern society. Women's Ancient History: Their Impact and
Achievements is a captivating narrative that unveils the hidden stories of women who defied
expectations, shattered barriers, and left an indelible mark on history. Through their struggles and
triumphs, these women inspire us to recognize the resilience, strength, and transformative power of
women throughout the ages. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  role of women in ancient rome: Gender as a Political Instrument Forming New
Boundaries by Ethnic and Religious Diasporas in European Union Konstantin S. Sharov,
2022-03-19 This book considers gender as a convenient tool for making new boundaries within the
European Union. It offers a political analysis based on sociological surveys conveyed by the author in
2008–2021. It emphasises the utmost necessity of a proper understanding of specific gender political
technologies applied in ethnic and religious diasporas within the EU borders, by EU ruling elites, to
avoid ideological collapse in relations with diaspora political groups and general members. The book
demonstrates that uncritical application of EU gender equality programs within diasporas may
transform gender to a dangerous political force destabilising the European Union. The monograph
will be of interest for political science researchers, legislators, and administrators that work with
political dimension of gender.
  role of women in ancient rome: Roman Women Alfred Brittain, 2021-04-25 In 'Roman



Women' by Alfred Brittain, the author delves into the lives of women in ancient Rome, exploring
their roles and influence in society. Through a combination of historical research and literary
analysis, Brittain paints a vivid picture of the challenges and triumphs faced by Roman women. The
book is written in a scholarly yet accessible style, providing readers with a deep understanding of
the cultural and societal norms of the time. Brittain's attention to detail and nuanced portrayal of
Roman women make this book a valuable resource for anyone interested in ancient history and
gender studies. Alfred Brittain, a renowned historian specializing in Roman civilization, brings his
expertise to 'Roman Women'. His extensive research and passion for the subject shine through in his
meticulous exploration of the topic. Brittain's academic background and experience in the field make
him a trustworthy source of information on ancient Rome and its inhabitants. I highly recommend
'Roman Women' to readers interested in women's history, ancient civilizations, and gender roles.
Brittain's comprehensive analysis sheds light on an often overlooked aspect of Roman society and
offers valuable insights into the lives of women in the past.
  role of women in ancient rome: Daily Life of Women in Ancient Rome Sara Elise Phang,
2022-03-22 This book provides an invaluable introduction to the social, economic, and legal status of
women in ancient Rome. Daily Life of Women in Ancient Rome is an invaluable introduction to the
lives of women in the late Roman Republic and first three centuries of the Roman Empire. Arranged
chronologically and thematically, it examines how Roman women were born, educated, married, and
active in economic, social, public, and religious life, as well as how they were commemorated and
honored after death. Though they were excluded from formal public and military offices, wealthy
Roman women participated in public life as benefactors and in religious life as priestesses. The book
also acknowledges the status and occupations of women taking part in public life as textile
producers, retail workers, and agricultural laborers, as well as enslaved women. The book provides a
thorough introduction to the social history of women in the Roman world and gives students and
aspiring scholars references to current scholarship and to primary literary and documentary
sources, including collected sources in translation.
  role of women in ancient rome: The Contemporary Review , 1888
  role of women in ancient rome: Women in Ancient Rome Paul Chrystal, 2013 What life was
really like for Roman women. Explores the role of women in Roman society, law, religion, medicine
and politics, as well as how they have been depicted in art and literature.
  role of women in ancient rome: The Romans Kevin Murray McGeough, 2004-11-23 So many
myths and legends. So many senators and Caesars. So many documents, archaeological finds,
movie-made misconceptions, and scholarly histories. With so much information available on the
civilization of ancient Rome, and more discoveries happening all the time, where do you start? The
Romans: New Perspectives is the ideal starting point for investigating this extraordinary
civilization—its remarkable rise and decline, the scope of its power and wealth, the details of
everyday life for its people, and its signature contributions to human culture (food, architecture,
government, public works, art, and more). The Romans takes readers from the establishment of the
monarchy (circa 753 BCE) through the rise of the republic (circa 509 BCE), the imperial period, and
ultimately to the fall of the empire and the coronation of the barbarian king Odoacer. It is an
engaging account of current thinking on Roman life and culture informed by a number of dramatic
recent discoveries. The book provides a coherent introduction to the field, while pointing the way
toward further reading on specific topics and personalities.
  role of women in ancient rome: World History Encyclopedia [21 volumes] Alfred J. Andrea
Ph.D., 2011-03-23 An unprecedented undertaking by academics reflecting an extraordinary vision of
world history, this landmark multivolume encyclopedia focuses on specific themes of human
development across cultures era by era, providing the most in-depth, expansive presentation
available of the development of humanity from a global perspective. Well-known and widely
respected historians worked together to create and guide the project in order to offer the most
up-to-date visions available. A monumental undertaking. A stunning academic achievement.
ABC-CLIO's World History Encyclopedia is the first comprehensive work to take a large-scale



thematic look at the human species worldwide. Comprised of 21 volumes covering 9 eras, an
introductory volume, and an index, it charts the extraordinary journey of humankind, revealing
crucial connections among civilizations in different regions through the ages. Within each era, the
encyclopedia highlights pivotal interactions and exchanges among cultures within eight broad
thematic categories: population and environment, society and culture, migration and travel, politics
and statecraft, economics and trade, conflict and cooperation, thought and religion, science and
technology. Aligned to national history standards and packed with images, primary resources,
current citations, and extensive teaching and learning support, the World History Encyclopedia gives
students, educators, researchers, and interested general readers a means of navigating the broad
sweep of history unlike any ever published.
  role of women in ancient rome: Women of the Roman Army Layla Gupta, In ancient Rome, the
military was a primarily male-dominated institution, with women generally excluded from direct
combat roles. However, women’s presence in Roman military society was not entirely absent. They
played important, though often overlooked, roles in the larger military framework, especially in
supporting and symbolic capacities. While Roman law and tradition did not permit women to serve
as soldiers or gladiators in the formal sense, they were still involved in various facets of military life.
One of the key roles that women played in Roman military society was in the realm of family and
support. The wives and daughters of soldiers were responsible for maintaining the home front. They
often managed estates, maintained family networks, and performed religious duties that contributed
to the overall stability of Roman society. The family unit was integral to the functioning of the Roman
military, with soldiers often motivated by the need to protect and provide for their families. The
women left behind were expected to uphold Roman values of discipline and loyalty, sometimes even
in the absence of their husbands or fathers who were away on campaigns. Women also played
critical roles as providers and supporters in Roman military settlements, or castra. In these military
camps, where soldiers were stationed for extended periods, women could be found as part of the
support staff. They provided necessary services such as cooking, cleaning, and nursing, ensuring
that soldiers remained healthy and well-equipped. Women in these environments worked alongside
soldiers in various capacities, including as part of auxiliary groups that provided services like food
preparation and medical care.
  role of women in ancient rome: The Oxford Handbook of Social Relations in the Roman World
Michael Peachin, 2011-01-04 The study of Roman society and social relations blossomed in the
1970s. By now, we possess a very large literature on the individuals and groups that constituted the
Roman community, and the various ways in which members of that community interacted. There
simply is, however, no overview that takes into account the multifarious progress that has been
made in the past thirty-odd years. The purpose of this handbook is twofold. On the one hand, it
synthesizes what has heretofore been accomplished in this field. On the other hand, it attempts to
configure the examination of Roman social relations in some new ways, and thereby indicates
directions in which the discipline might now proceed. The book opens with a substantial general
introduction that portrays the current state of the field, indicates some avenues for further study,
and provides the background necessary for the following chapters. It lays out what is now known
about the historical development of Roman society and the essential structures of that community.
In a second introductory article, Clifford Ando explains the chronological parameters of the
handbook. The main body of the book is divided into the following six sections: 1) Mechanisms of
Socialization (primary education, rhetorical education, family, law), 2) Mechanisms of
Communication and Interaction, 3) Communal Contexts for Social Interaction, 4) Modes of
Interpersonal Relations (friendship, patronage, hospitality, dining, funerals, benefactions, honor), 5)
Societies Within the Roman Community (collegia, cults, Judaism, Christianity, the army), and 6)
Marginalized Persons (slaves, women, children, prostitutes, actors and gladiators, bandits). The
result is a unique, up-to-date, and comprehensive survey of ancient Roman society.
  role of women in ancient rome: Women in the Classical World Elaine Fantham, Helene Peet
Foley, Natalie Boymel Kampen, Sarah B. Pomeroy, H. A. Shapiro, 1995-03-30 Information about



women is scattered throughout the fragmented mosaic of ancient history: the vivid poetry of Sappho
survived antiquity on remnants of damaged papyrus; the inscription on a beautiful fourth century
B.C.E. grave praises the virtues of Mnesarete, an Athenian woman who died young; a great number
of Roman wives were found guilty of poisoning their husbands, but was it accidental food poisoning,
or disease, or something more sinister. Apart from the legends of Cleopatra, Dido and Lucretia, and
images of graceful maidens dancing on urns, the evidence about the lives of women of the classical
world--visual, archaeological, and written--has remained uncollected and uninterpreted. Now, the
lavishly illustrated and meticulously researched Women in the Classical World lifts the curtain on
the women of ancient Greece and Rome, exploring the lives of slaves and prostitutes, Athenian
housewives, and Rome's imperial family. The first book on classical women to give equal weight to
written texts and artistic representations, it brings together a great wealth of materials--poetry, vase
painting, legislation, medical treatises, architecture, religious and funerary art, women's ornaments,
historical epics, political speeches, even ancient coins--to present women in the historical and
cultural context of their time. Written by leading experts in the fields of ancient history and art
history, women's studies, and Greek and Roman literature, the book's chronological arrangement
allows the changing roles of women to unfold over a thousand-year period, beginning in the eighth
century B.C.E. Both the art and the literature highlight women's creativity, sexuality and coming of
age, marriage and childrearing, religious and public roles, and other themes. Fascinating chapters
report on the wild behavior of Spartan and Etruscan women and the mythical Amazons; the
changing views of the female body presented in male-authored gynecological treatises; the new
woman represented by the love poetry of the late Republic and Augustan Age; and the traces of
upper- and lower-class life in Pompeii, miraculously preserved by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in
79 C.E. Provocative and surprising, Women in the Classical World is a masterly foray into the past,
and a definitive statement on the lives of women in ancient Greece and Rome.
  role of women in ancient rome: Augustus and the Family at the Birth of the Roman
Empire Beth Severy, 2004-02-24 In this lively and detailed study, Beth Severy examines the
relationship between the emergence of the Roman Empire and the status and role of this family in
Roman society. The family is placed within the social and historical context of the transition from
republic to empire, from Augustus' rise to sole power into the early reign of his successor Tiberius.
Augustus and the Family at the Birth of the Roman Empire is an outstanding example of how, if we
examine private issues such as those of family and gender, we gain a greater understanding of
public concerns such as politics, religion and history. Discussing evidence from sculpture to cults
and from monuments to military history, the book pursues the changing lines between public and
private, family and state that gave shape to the Roman imperial system.
  role of women in ancient rome: Women, Art and the Politics of Identity in
Eighteenth-Century Europe Melissa Hyde, Jennifer Milam, 2017-03-02 The eighteenth century is
recognized as a complex period of dramatic epistemic shifts that would have profound effects on the
modern world. Paradoxically, the art of the era continues to be a relatively neglected field within art
history. While women's private lives, their involvement with cultural production, the project of
Enlightenment, and the public sphere have been the subjects of ground-breaking historical and
literary studies in recent decades, women's engagement with the arts remains one of the richest and
most under-explored areas for scholarly investigation. This collection of new essays by specialist
authors addresses women's activities as patrons and as patronized artists over the course of the
century. It provides a much needed examination, with admirable breadth and variety, of women's
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