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Proprietary Colony Definition US History: Understanding a Key Chapter in America’s Colonial Past

proprietary colony definition us history is a fascinating topic that sheds light on an important
form of colonial governance in early America. If you've ever wondered how some of the original
American colonies were established and managed, understanding proprietary colonies is essential.
These colonies played a unique role in shaping the social, political, and economic landscape of what
would eventually become the United States. Let’s explore what proprietary colonies were, how they
functioned, and their impact on American history.

What Is a Proprietary Colony? The Basic Definition

In the context of US history, a proprietary colony was a type of colonial administration where the
English monarch granted large tracts of land and governing rights to one or more
proprietors—individuals or groups who were essentially landlords with broad authority. Unlike royal
colonies, which were directly controlled by the crown, proprietary colonies operated with a degree of
autonomy under the proprietors’ leadership.

The proprietors had the power to appoint governors, create laws, manage land distribution, and
oversee the colony’s development. However, their authority was still subject to the sovereignty of the
English crown, and they had to govern according to English law. This system allowed for more
personalized and experimental forms of governance than the more rigid royal colonies.

Origins of Proprietary Colonies in US History

The proprietary colony model emerged in the early 17th century as England sought to expand its
influence in the New World without the high costs and risks of direct governance. Monarchs like King
Charles I and King James I used these grants as a way to reward loyal subjects, encourage
colonization, and delegate the complexities of managing distant territories.

For example, the Maryland Colony, granted to Lord Baltimore in 1632, was one of the first and most
notable proprietary colonies. Lord Baltimore received the land as a personal estate and was charged
with establishing a haven for English Catholics, which highlights how proprietary colonies could be
tailored to specific social or religious goals.

Key Characteristics of Proprietary Colonies

To better understand proprietary colonies, it’s helpful to look at some of their defining features:

Ownership and Control: Proprietors owned the land and held governing authority, often
granted through a charter from the English crown.



Governance Structure: Proprietors appointed governors and other officials but often allowed
local assemblies to develop, giving colonists some voice in government.

Economic Incentives: Proprietors profited from land sales, taxes, and trade within the colony,
motivating them to promote growth and stability.

Religious and Social Experimentation: Some proprietary colonies served as refuges for
religious minorities or places to try different social models.

Examples of Proprietary Colonies in Early America

Several well-known colonies in US history began as proprietary colonies. These include:

Maryland: Established by Lord Baltimore as a refuge for Catholics, Maryland’s proprietary
status allowed it to develop unique religious freedoms compared to other colonies.

Pennsylvania: Granted to William Penn, a Quaker, Pennsylvania became a proprietary colony
known for religious tolerance and progressive governance.

Delaware: Initially part of Pennsylvania’s proprietary holdings, Delaware had its own assembly
and eventually separated into a distinct colony.

Carolina: Originally a large proprietary grant, the Carolina colony was eventually divided into
North and South Carolina due to governance challenges.

Each of these colonies shows how proprietary governance could lead to diverse social, political, and
religious environments in early America.

How Proprietary Colonies Functioned in Practice

While the definition of proprietary colonies might sound straightforward, the reality was often more
complex. Proprietors had to balance their interests with those of settlers, indigenous peoples, and the
English crown.

Governance and Lawmaking

Proprietors typically appointed governors who managed daily affairs and enforced laws. Many
colonies also established colonial assemblies composed of elected representatives from the settlers.
This blend of proprietary appointment and local representation created a unique form of self-
government that foreshadowed later American democratic practices.



For instance, William Penn’s Pennsylvania was notable for its relatively inclusive assembly and
emphasis on fair treatment of Native Americans, reflecting Penn’s Quaker values. Meanwhile,
Maryland’s proprietary government grappled with religious tensions but maintained a degree of
religious freedom unusual for the time.

Economic Development and Land Distribution

Proprietary colonies were driven by economic motives. Proprietors profited by selling land to settlers,
collecting rents, and imposing taxes. This meant they had a vested interest in attracting a diverse
population and fostering prosperous communities.

Land policies varied—some proprietors offered large land grants to wealthy settlers or investors, while
others encouraged smaller farms to promote widespread settlement. These strategies influenced the
social structure of the colonies, with some developing large plantations and others focusing on
smaller-scale agriculture.

Challenges and Conflicts

Despite the autonomy granted, proprietary colonies faced numerous challenges. Proprietors
sometimes clashed with settlers over governance and taxation. In some cases, proprietors’ distant
management led to neglect or corruption, prompting colonists to push for greater self-rule.

Moreover, conflicts with Native American tribes and rival European powers complicated governance.
For example, the Carolina proprietors struggled to maintain control over their vast territory,
contributing to the eventual division of the colony.

The Transition from Proprietary to Royal Colonies

Over time, many proprietary colonies shifted toward royal control. The English crown increasingly
sought to centralize authority and impose uniform governance in the colonies, especially after the
English Civil War and during the Restoration period.

This transition was often driven by:

Disputes between proprietors and settlers

Mismanagement or financial difficulties faced by proprietors

Strategic interests of the crown in consolidating power

For example, Maryland became a royal colony in 1691 after the Protestant Revolution in the colony,
and Carolina was divided into royal colonies in the early 18th century. Pennsylvania remained



proprietary until the American Revolution but faced increasing crown oversight.

Legacy of Proprietary Colonies in US History

The proprietary colony system left a lasting imprint on American history. It introduced early forms of
self-government, religious tolerance, and land policies that influenced colonial development. These
colonies served as testing grounds for ideas about governance and rights that would later be central
to the American identity.

Understanding the proprietary colony definition in US history helps illuminate the diversity and
complexity of colonial America. It shows how different governance models coexisted and evolved,
setting the stage for the revolutionary changes to come.

Exploring proprietary colonies also reveals the interplay between power, economics, and culture in
shaping early American society—a reminder that the story of the United States is built on a patchwork
of diverse experiments in governance and community building.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a proprietary colony in US history?
A proprietary colony in US history was a type of British colony granted to one or more proprietors who
had full governing rights and ownership, allowing them to establish laws and manage the land as they
saw fit.

How did proprietary colonies differ from royal colonies?
Proprietary colonies were governed by private owners or proprietors with granted authority from the
English crown, while royal colonies were directly controlled and governed by the British monarch
through appointed governors.

Can you name some examples of proprietary colonies in early
US history?
Examples of proprietary colonies include Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, which were
established under the authority of proprietors granted charters by the English crown.

What role did proprietary colonies play in the development of
American self-government?
Proprietary colonies allowed proprietors to create local governments and legislative assemblies,
fostering early forms of self-governance and democratic practices that influenced the development of
American political institutions.



Why did the English crown grant proprietary colonies?
The English crown granted proprietary colonies to reward loyal subjects, encourage colonization, and
delegate administrative responsibilities, thereby expanding British influence in the New World with
reduced direct oversight.

How did proprietary colonies impact relations with Native
American populations?
Proprietary colonies often negotiated land purchases and treaties with Native American tribes
independently, leading to varied relations that ranged from peaceful coexistence to conflict
depending on the proprietor's policies.

When and why did many proprietary colonies transition to
royal colonies?
Many proprietary colonies transitioned to royal colonies in the late 17th and early 18th centuries
when the crown sought greater control over colonial administration, especially when proprietors failed
to effectively manage the colonies or maintain loyalty to the crown.

Additional Resources
Proprietary Colony Definition US History: An In-Depth Exploration

proprietary colony definition us history refers to a specific form of colonial governance employed
during the early colonization of what would become the United States. Unlike royal colonies directly
controlled by the English crown or charter colonies with self-governing privileges, proprietary colonies
were territories granted by the English monarch to one or more proprietors who held nearly
autonomous authority over the land. These proprietors were essentially landlords with extensive
rights to govern, distribute land, and establish local laws, providing a unique dynamic in colonial
administration that shaped the development of early American society and governance.

Understanding the proprietary colony definition in the context of US history requires an examination
of the political, economic, and social implications of this model. It also necessitates analysis of how
proprietary colonies contrasted with other colonial forms and their lasting impact on American
colonial policy.

The Concept and Origins of Proprietary Colonies

Proprietary colonies emerged in the 17th century as part of England’s strategy to expand its territorial
claims in the New World without bearing the full financial and administrative burden of direct
governance. A proprietary colony was essentially a land grant awarded by the English crown to
individuals or groups—often nobility or favored courtiers—who were given the right to establish
settlements, govern the colony, and collect revenues.

The proprietors had powers similar to those of a monarch within their territories, including appointing



officials, creating courts, and distributing land. However, they remained subject to English law and the
overarching authority of the crown, distinguishing proprietary colonies from independent nations.

Key Characteristics of Proprietary Colonies

Several defining features set proprietary colonies apart from royal and charter colonies:

Land Ownership and Grants: Proprietors owned the land and could distribute it to settlers,
often using land grants to attract immigrants and investors.

Governance Authority: Proprietors appointed governors and other officials, establishing local
governments that reflected their interests.

Legal Autonomy: While loyal to the crown, proprietary colonies had considerable freedom to
enact laws, provided they did not contradict English law.

Economic Control: The proprietors often controlled trade, taxation, and resource exploitation
within the colony.

This level of control gave proprietors significant influence but also created tensions between colonists
and proprietors, especially when governance appeared autocratic or self-serving.

Proprietary Colonies in US History: Notable Examples

In the broader narrative of American colonial history, several proprietary colonies stand out for their
unique governance and contributions to colonial development.

Maryland: A Religious and Political Experiment

One of the earliest and most famous proprietary colonies was Maryland, granted in 1632 to Cecil
Calvert, the second Lord Baltimore. Maryland was envisioned as a haven for English Catholics facing
persecution and allowed for religious tolerance unusual in that era. The proprietary model enabled
Lord Baltimore to implement policies that balanced religious freedom with English loyalty.

Maryland’s proprietary status facilitated early democratic practices, such as the Maryland Assembly,
which allowed colonists a voice in governance. At the same time, proprietary control sometimes led to
conflicts, including disputes over land and governance authority with settlers.

Pennsylvania: William Penn’s Vision



Pennsylvania represents a hallmark of proprietary colony governance. Granted to William Penn in
1681, Pennsylvania was established as a refuge for Quakers and others seeking religious freedom.
Penn’s proprietorship allowed him to design a government based on liberal principles, including fair
treatment of Native Americans and elected assemblies.

The proprietary colony definition in US history is vividly illustrated by Pennsylvania’s success in
balancing proprietary control with colonists’ rights, setting a precedent for more representative
governance that influenced later colonial policies.

Delaware and the Carolinas

Other proprietary colonies included Delaware and the Carolinas. Delaware was initially part of
Pennsylvania’s grant but later gained separate proprietorship status, reflecting the fluid nature of
colonial boundaries and governance.

The Carolinas, granted to eight Lords Proprietors in 1663, were intended to be profitable ventures
with a focus on agriculture and trade. However, the proprietors struggled with internal disputes and
colonial unrest, leading to parts of the Carolinas eventually becoming royal colonies.

Comparing Proprietary Colonies to Royal and Charter
Colonies

To fully grasp the proprietary colony definition in US history, it is essential to contrast this model with
royal and charter colonies, which followed different governance frameworks.

Royal Colonies

Royal colonies were directly governed by the English crown through appointed governors and
councils. The king exercised supreme authority, with colonial assemblies having limited power.
Examples include Virginia after 1624 and New Hampshire.

Royal colonies often experienced more direct intervention by the crown, which could lead to stricter
enforcement of English policies and less local autonomy compared to proprietary colonies.

Charter Colonies

Charter colonies, like Massachusetts Bay and Rhode Island, were governed by corporations or groups
of settlers who received charters granting them the right to self-govern. These colonies enjoyed the
highest degree of autonomy, with elected assemblies and governors chosen by colonists themselves.

In comparison, proprietary colonies were a middle ground—granting significant power to proprietors
but less democratic control than charter colonies.



Advantages and Challenges of Proprietary Colonies

The proprietary colony form had distinct advantages that made it attractive to both the crown and
settlers, but it also presented challenges that shaped colonial experiences.

Advantages

Flexibility in Governance: Proprietors could tailor laws and policies to local conditions,
promoting economic development and settlement.

Encouragement of Investment: Proprietors often invested in infrastructure and land
development, boosting colonial growth.

Religious and Social Experimentation: Proprietary colonies like Maryland and Pennsylvania
allowed for religious tolerance and social innovation.

Challenges

Conflicts with Colonists: Proprietors sometimes imposed unpopular taxes or laws, leading to
dissatisfaction and resistance.

Administrative Difficulties: Proprietors living in England struggled to manage colonies
effectively from afar.

Fragmented Authority: The proprietary model often led to disputes over jurisdiction and
authority, weakening colonial governance.

Legacy of Proprietary Colonies in American History

The proprietary colony definition in US history is more than a technical classification; it represents a
formative stage in American colonial governance. Proprietary colonies introduced early concepts of
land ownership, local self-government, and religious tolerance that would later influence the
development of American political culture.

Moreover, the challenges faced by proprietary colonies highlighted the need for clearer governance
structures, contributing to the eventual shift toward royal colonies and, ultimately, independence. The
experience with proprietary governance also informed debates about property rights, representative
government, and state sovereignty that continued into the formation of the United States.



In sum, proprietary colonies occupy a crucial chapter in the story of American colonial development.
Their blend of private enterprise and political authority offers insights into the complexities of colonial
administration and the evolving relationship between England and its American territories.
Understanding this model enriches the broader comprehension of how early American society was
shaped and governed.
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The Princeton Review, 2018-09-18 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A PERFECT 5! Ace
the AP U.S. History Exam with this comprehensive study guide—including 2 full-length practice tests
with explanations, content reviews for all test topics, strategies for every question type, and access
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Ellsworth Martz, 1926
  proprietary colony definition us history: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew
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political development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of U.S. Political
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History explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that
have created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the
fields of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and
scholars the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the
present day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political
History identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader &
BAD:rsquo;s understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and change.
Focusing on both government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to
the topic with more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each volume
covering one of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and
articles in this authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political history:The three
branches of governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional historiesPolitical
movements and philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary politicsInternational
relations, treaties, and alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized chronologically by political
erasReader & BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across volumesMaps, photographs, and
tables enhance the textSigned entries by a stellar group of contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial
Beginnings through Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert
H. Lehman CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into
an independent federated republic. This volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political
experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern scholars have found defies easy synthesis &
BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution, and the
ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume
Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period in the history of the United States was
more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic.
This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the
development of the party system.
  proprietary colony definition us history: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew
Robertson, Michael A. Morrison, William G. Shade, Robert Johnston, Robert Zieger, Thomas
Langston, Richard Valelly, 2010-04-01 Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political development through
a unique chronological framework Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History explores the events,
policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have created and shaped
political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields of history and
political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars the opportunity
to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present day. With
greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History identifies and
illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader’s understanding of American
political institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both government and history, the
Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with more than 100 essays for each
of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one of seven time periods that
correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this authoritative encyclopedia
focus on the following themes of political history: The three branches of government Elections and
political parties Legal and constitutional histories Political movements and philosophies, and key
political figures Economics Military politics International relations, treaties, and alliances Regional
histories Key Features Organized chronologically by political eras Reader’s guide for easy-topic
searching across volumes Maps, photographs, and tables enhance the text Signed entries by a
stellar group of contributors VOLUME 1 ?Colonial Beginnings through Revolution ?1500–1783
?Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman College ?The colonial period witnessed the
transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This volume
discusses the diversity of the colonial political experience—a diversity that modern scholars have
found defies easy synthesis—as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to
revolution, and the ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2 ?The Early Republic ?1784–1840



?Volume Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue University No period in the history of the United
States was more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American
republic. This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and
the development of the party system. VOLUME 3 ?Expansion, Division, and Reconstruction
?1841–1877 ?Volume Editor: William Shade, Lehigh University (emeritus) ?This volume examines
three decades in the middle of the nineteenth century, which witnessed: the emergence of the
debate over slavery in the territories, which eventually led to the Civil War; the military conflict
itself from 1861 until 1865; and the process of Reconstruction, which ended with the readmission of
all of the former Confederate States to the Union and the withdrawal of the last occupying federal
troops from those states in 1877. VOLUME 4 ?From the Gilded Age through the Age of Reform
?1878–1920 ?Volume Editor: Robert Johnston, University of Illinois at Chicago With the withdrawal
of federal soldiers from Southern states the previous year, 1878 marked a new focus in American
politics, and it became recognizably modern within the next 40 years. This volume focuses on race
and politics; economics, labor, and capitalism; agrarian politics and populism; national politics;
progressivism; foreign affairs; World War I; and the end of the progressive era. VOLUME 5
?Prosperity, Depression, and War ?1921–1945 ?Volume Editor: Robert Zieger, University of Florida
Between 1921 and 1945, the U.S. political system exhibited significant patterns of both continuity
and change in a turbulent time marked by racist conflicts, the Great Depression, and World War II.
The main topics covered in this volume are declining party identification; the Roosevelt Coalition;
evolving party organization; congressional inertia in the 1920s; the New Deal; Congress during
World War II; the growth of the federal government; Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency; the
Supreme Court’s conservative traditions; and a new judicial outlook. VOLUME 6 ?Postwar
Consensus to Social Unrest ?1946–1975 ?Volume Editor: Thomas Langston, Tulane University This
volume examines the postwar era with the consolidation of the New Deal, the onset of the Cold War,
and the Korean War. It then moves into the 1950s and early 1960s, and discusses the Vietnam war;
the era of John F. Kennedy; the Cuban Missile Crisis; the Civil Rights Act; Martin Luther King and
the Voting Rights Act; antiwar movements; The War Powers Act; environmental policy; the Equal
Rights Amendment; Roe v. Wade; Watergate; and the end of the Vietnam War. VOLUME 7 ?The
Clash of Conservatism and Liberalism ?1976 to present ?Volume Editor: Richard Valelly,
Swarthmore College ?The troubled Carter Administration, 1977–1980, proved to be the political
gateway for the resurgence of a more ideologically conservative Republican party led by a popular
president, Ronald Reagan. The last volume of the Encyclopedia covers politics and national
institutions in a polarized era of nationally competitive party politics and programmatic debates
about taxes, social policy, and the size of national government. It also considers the mixed blessing
of the change in superpower international competition associated with the end of the Cold War.
Stateless terrorism (symbolized by the 9/11 attacks), the continuing American tradition of civil
liberties, and the broad change in social diversity wrought by immigration and the impact in this
period of the rights revolutions are also covered.
  proprietary colony definition us history: SAT Subject Test: U. S. History (SparkNotes
Test Prep) SPARKNOTES., 2004-08-18 Each SAT Subject Test book contains: 3 complete practice
tests with answers and guided explanations Proven test-taking strategies Full subject reviews on
every topic included on the test Free online diagnostic testing and powerful test software that builds
a personalized study plan for SAT Subject Tests
  proprietary colony definition us history: CliffsNotes AP U. S. History Cram Plan Melissa
Young (Historian), Joy Mondragon-Gilmore, 2018-10-09 CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan gives
you a study plan leading up to your AP exam no matter if you have two months, one month, or even
one week left to review before the exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan
calendarizes a study plan for the 489,000 AP U.S. History test-takers depending on how much time
they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this plan-to-ace-the-exam product include:
- 2-months study calendar and 1-month study calendar - Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers
pinpoint strengths and weaknesses - Subject reviews that include test tips and chapter-end quizzes -



Full-length model practice exam with answers and explanations
  proprietary colony definition us history: History of Humanity: From the sixteenth to the
eighteenth century Peter Burke, Sigfried J. de Laet, 1994 The fifth volume of the this series
examines historical events and cultural, social and political structures which were introduced
between the 16th and 18th centuries.
  proprietary colony definition us history: Library of American History Samuel Lorenzo
Knapp, 1836
  proprietary colony definition us history: The Colonial Period of American History Charles
McLean Andrews, 1934
  proprietary colony definition us history: The New Encyclopaedia Britannica , 1998
  proprietary colony definition us history: Everything You Need to Ace U.S. History in One
Big Fat Notebook, 2nd Edition Workman Publishing, 2023-04-11 From the brains behind Brain
Quest comes the 2nd edition of the revolutionary U.S. history study guide. Updated to include recent
history and revised to reflect a more complete, balanced recounting of historical events. Big Fat
Notebooks offer the support of a knowledgeable teacher in the form of an approachable peer—the
notes of smartest kid in class. Everything You Need to Ace U.S. History in One Big Fat Notebook is
the same indispensable resource so many students depend on, updated with new and improved
content covering Indigenous history in the U.S., the legacies of slavery, exploration, colonization,
and imperialism, and significant current events through 2022, including the COVID-19 pandemic,
political protests,, the most recent presidential election, and historic nominations to the Supreme
Court. It will be the cutting-edge reference for students as education styles shift toward this
informed approach to history. The Big Fat Notebooks meet Common Core State Standards, Next
Generation Science Standards, and state history standards, and are vetted by National and State
Teacher of the Year Award–winning teachers. They make learning fun, and are the perfect next step
for every kid who grew up on Brain Quest.
  proprietary colony definition us history: Dictionary of Politics Walter John Raymond, 1992
  proprietary colony definition us history: A Short History of American Civilization Max
Savelle, 1957
  proprietary colony definition us history: The Origin and Growth of the American
Constitution Hannis Taylor, 1911
  proprietary colony definition us history: The Spirit of '76 , 1898
  proprietary colony definition us history: The Constitutional History and Government of
the United States Judson Stuart Landon, 1889
  proprietary colony definition us history: Revolution and empire Robert Bliss, 2017-03-01
Seventeenth-century England saw the Puritan upheaval of the 1640s and 1650s and the Glorious
Revolution of 1688. These crises often provoked colonial reaction, indirectly by bringing forth new
ideas about government. The colonies' existence was a testament to accumulated capital and
population and to a widespread desire to employ both for high and mundane ends. The growth of
population and production, the rise of new and the decline of old trades were important features of
17th-century American and English history. This book presents a study that brings attention back to
a century when the word imperialism had not even been coined, let alone acquired the wealth of
meanings it has now. The study covers the North American and West Indian colonies as well as
England. Research on American sources concentrated on the main settlements of Massachusetts,
Virginia, Barbados and Jamaica, their public records, printed and manuscript correspondence and
local and county records. Lesser colonies such as New York, Carolina and the New England fringe
settlements they have their own stories to tell. The study firstly rests on the proposition that
England's empire was shaped by the course of English politics. Secondly, it argues that although
imperial history was marked by tension between colonial resistance and English authority. Finally,
the broad view is taken of the politics of empire aims to establish a general framework for
understanding seventeenth-century colonial history. Attention has also been paid to the political
writings and the non-colonial activities of governments and politicians.



  proprietary colony definition us history: The Life History of the United States: From
1945: The great age of change, by W. E. Leuchtenburg Henry Franklin Graff, 1964
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