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Owner Manual 1987 Audi 90: Your Essential Guide to Maintenance and Operation

owner manual 1987 audi 90 is a valuable resource for anyone who owns or is interested in this
classic German sedan. The Audi 90 from 1987 represents an era of automotive engineering that
combined performance, style, and reliability. Whether you're a vintage car enthusiast, a collector, or
someone restoring an Audi 90, having access to the owner manual can make all the difference in
understanding your vehicle’s unique features and maintenance needs.

In this article, we will explore the key aspects of the 1987 Audi 90 owner manual, offering insights into
its contents and how it can help you keep your car in excellent condition. We will also touch on some
practical tips that go beyond the manual, ensuring your Audi runs smoothly for years to come.

Understanding the Importance of the Owner Manual
1987 Audi 90

The owner manual is more than just a booklet; it’s the official guidebook created by Audi to help
owners understand the nuances of their vehicles. For the 1987 Audi 90, the manual provides detailed
instructions on everything from basic operations to troubleshooting, making it indispensable for both
new and experienced owners.

What Does the Owner Manual Include?

The manual covers a variety of topics tailored specifically to the 1987 Audi 90 model, such as:

Vehicle Specifications: Engine types, fuel requirements, tire sizes, and capacities.

Dashboard Indicators: Explanation of warning lights and instrument panel gauges.

Operating Instructions: Starting procedures, gear shifting, and use of special features.

Maintenance Schedules: Recommended service intervals for oil changes, brake inspections,
and more.

Troubleshooting Tips: Common issues and how to address them without professional help.

Safety Information: Proper use of seat belts, airbags, and child safety features.

Having this information at your fingertips helps prevent unnecessary repairs and prolongs the life of
your vintage Audi.



Key Features of the 1987 Audi 90 Explained in the
Owner Manual

The Audi 90 from 1987 was designed with a blend of technology and comfort that was quite advanced
for its time. The owner manual explains these features in clear language, helping owners maximize
their driving experience.

Engine and Transmission Details

The 1987 Audi 90 often came with a 2.2-liter inline-five engine, paired with either a manual or
automatic transmission. The manual provides important guidelines on proper gear shifting
techniques, oil types, and coolant recommendations. Understanding these can improve fuel efficiency
and engine performance.

Climate Control and Comfort Features

Audi was known for incorporating thoughtful comfort features, including air conditioning and
adjustable seats. The owner manual explains how to use these systems effectively, as well as how to
troubleshoot common problems like a malfunctioning blower fan or temperature control issues.

Maintenance Tips from the Owner Manual 1987 Audi 90

Regular maintenance is crucial for a classic car like the Audi 90. The owner manual lays out a
schedule that, if followed, ensures your vehicle remains reliable and safe on the road.

Oil and Filter Changes

One of the most important maintenance tasks highlighted in the manual is the regular oil and filter
change. For the 1987 Audi 90, it is generally recommended to change the oil every 3,000 to 5,000
miles depending on driving conditions. Using the correct grade of oil, as specified in the manual, helps
protect the engine against wear and tear.

Brake System Care

The manual stresses the importance of checking brake pads, discs, and fluid levels regularly. Since
brake technology has evolved since 1987, ensuring that the original braking system is in good
condition is vital for safety. Audi 90 owners are advised to inspect the brake lines for corrosion and
replace brake fluid every two years.



Tire Maintenance and Alignment

Maintaining proper tire pressure and alignment not only improves handling but also extends tire life.
The owner manual specifies the recommended tire sizes and pressures for the Audi 90, which helps
prevent uneven tire wear and enhances driving stability.

How to Use the Owner Manual for Troubleshooting

One of the most practical uses of the owner manual is in diagnosing and resolving minor issues
without immediately visiting a mechanic.

Common Issues and Solutions

For example, if the Audi 90’s engine has trouble starting, the manual guides you through checking the
battery, ignition system, and fuel supply. It also provides instructions on interpreting dashboard
warning lights, enabling owners to identify problems early.

Electrical System Insights

Older vehicles often experience electrical glitches, and the 1987 Audi 90 is no exception. The manual
includes wiring diagrams and fuse box layouts, which can be invaluable when replacing blown fuses
or troubleshooting faulty lighting and accessories.

Where to Find the Owner Manual 1987 Audi 90

If you don’t already have the original owner manual, there are several ways to obtain a copy:

Official Audi Dealerships: Some dealerships maintain archives of vintage manuals or can
order them.

Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay and specialized classic car forums often list printed
or digital copies.

Digital PDF Downloads: Numerous enthusiast websites offer free or paid downloadable
versions of the manual.

Car Clubs and Forums: Audi enthusiast communities are a great resource for sharing manuals
and advice.



Having a digital version on your phone or tablet can also be handy for quick reference while on the
go.

Additional Resources to Complement Your Owner
Manual

While the owner manual is comprehensive, combining it with other resources enhances your ability to
maintain and enjoy your 1987 Audi 90.

Service and Repair Manuals

Unlike the owner manual, service manuals provide in-depth mechanical and electrical repair
instructions, including step-by-step procedures, torque specifications, and wiring schematics. These
are excellent for DIY mechanics or professionals working on your vehicle.

Online Video Tutorials

Many Audi 90 owners share maintenance and repair videos online, demonstrating tasks such as
changing spark plugs, adjusting the carburetor, or replacing brake pads. Watching these can make
complex procedures more approachable.

Classic Car Maintenance Tips

Owning a vintage car requires special attention to storage, seasonal preparation, and parts sourcing.
Some tips beyond the manual include:

Keep your vehicle in a dry, temperature-controlled garage to prevent rust.

Use fuel stabilizers if the car will be idle for extended periods.

Regularly check and lubricate door hinges, locks, and window mechanisms.

Connect with local classic car shows or clubs for community support and advice.

Exploring these areas ensures your Audi 90 remains both a joy to drive and a valuable collector’s
item.

Owning a 1987 Audi 90 is like holding a piece of automotive history, and the owner manual is your
trusted companion in keeping that history alive. By understanding the manual’s guidance on
operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting, you empower yourself to care for this timeless vehicle



with confidence and pride.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a digital copy of the 1987 Audi 90 owner's
manual?
You can find a digital copy of the 1987 Audi 90 owner's manual on websites like Audi's official site,
classic car forums, or manual archive sites such as ManualsLib or JustGiveMeTheManual.

What are the key maintenance tips mentioned in the 1987
Audi 90 owner's manual?
The owner's manual recommends regular oil changes every 5,000 miles, checking and replacing air
filters, inspecting brake pads, maintaining proper tire pressure, and ensuring the cooling system is
functioning properly.

Does the 1987 Audi 90 owner's manual include
troubleshooting for common engine problems?
Yes, the manual provides basic troubleshooting steps for common issues such as engine overheating,
starting difficulties, and warning light explanations.

What type of fuel is recommended in the 1987 Audi 90
owner's manual?
The 1987 Audi 90 owner's manual recommends using unleaded gasoline with an octane rating of 87
or higher for optimal performance.

How often should the timing belt be replaced according to the
1987 Audi 90 owner's manual?
The manual suggests replacing the timing belt every 60,000 miles or every 5 years, whichever comes
first, to prevent engine damage.

Are there any special instructions for winter driving in the
1987 Audi 90 owner's manual?
Yes, the manual advises using winter tires, keeping the fuel tank at least half full, checking antifreeze
levels, and warming up the engine before driving in cold conditions.

What safety features are highlighted in the 1987 Audi 90



owner's manual?
The manual mentions safety features such as seat belts with pretensioners, reinforced door beams,
and an energy-absorbing steering column.

Can I use synthetic oil for my 1987 Audi 90 as per the owner's
manual?
The owner's manual allows the use of synthetic oil as long as it meets the specified viscosity and
quality standards recommended by Audi.

What are the recommended tire specifications for the 1987
Audi 90 according to the owner's manual?
The manual recommends tire size 195/65 R15 with a recommended tire pressure of 29 psi for front
and rear tires.

Additional Resources
Owner Manual 1987 Audi 90: A Detailed Exploration of Its Importance and Features

owner manual 1987 audi 90 serves as a critical resource for owners and enthusiasts of this classic
Audi model. More than just a booklet, this manual encapsulates essential information about the car’s
operation, maintenance, and safety protocols. For a vehicle produced in the late 1980s, the Audi 90
represented a blend of engineering sophistication and driver-centric features. Understanding the
owner manual is crucial not only for preserving the car’s performance but also for appreciating the
technological context of its era.

In this article, we delve into the comprehensive aspects of the 1987 Audi 90 owner manual, analyzing
its structure, content, and the role it plays in vehicle upkeep. We will also explore how this manual
compares with those of contemporary vehicles and why it remains a valuable asset for collectors and
everyday drivers alike.

The Role of the Owner Manual in Vehicle Maintenance
and Operation

The owner manual for the 1987 Audi 90 functions as a primary guide to the vehicle’s complex
systems. In an age before digital interfaces and ubiquitous online tutorials, the printed manual was
indispensable. It provided clear instructions on everything from basic operation to troubleshooting
and regular maintenance schedules.

Understanding the Core Contents of the Owner Manual



Typically, the owner manual 1987 Audi 90 includes detailed sections on:

Dashboard Indicators and Controls: Explanation of warning lights, gauges, and switchgear
to help drivers interpret vehicle status.

Engine and Mechanical Specifications: Information on engine types, fuel requirements, oil
grades, and recommended fluids.

Routine Maintenance Guidelines: Suggested intervals for oil changes, brake inspections, tire
rotations, and other preventive care.

Safety Instructions: Proper use of seatbelts, airbags (if equipped), and other safety systems.

Troubleshooting Tips: Basic diagnostic advice for common issues such as overheating,
electrical faults, or unusual noises.

Technical Data: Specifications about the car’s dimensions, weight, and performance metrics.

These sections, laid out systematically, enable owners to maintain their Audi 90 in optimal condition,
ensuring longevity and reliability.

Comparative Perspective: 1987 Audi 90 Manual vs. Modern
Vehicle Manuals

While modern owner manuals have evolved to include digital access, interactive diagrams, and
integration with smartphone apps, the 1987 Audi 90 owner manual reflects a more straightforward,
analog approach. It is concise yet comprehensive, focusing heavily on mechanical details rather than
infotainment systems or electronic driver aids. This contrast highlights the evolution of automotive
technology and user interaction over the past decades.

For instance, contemporary manuals emphasize electronic parking brakes, adaptive cruise control,
and connectivity features. In contrast, the 1987 Audi 90 manual prioritizes traditional mechanical
components such as carburetors or early fuel injection systems, manual transmission details, and
basic electrical schematics.

Key Features and Highlights of the 1987 Audi 90 Owner
Manual

The manual is notable for its clarity and technical accuracy. Audi, known for engineering precision,
ensured that the owner manual reflected the car’s robust build and performance characteristics.



Engine and Transmission Guidance

The 1987 Audi 90 came equipped with several engine configurations, including a 2.3-liter inline-5
engine in most variants. The manual provides detailed guidance on:

Recommended fuel types and octane ratings to optimize engine performance.

Step-by-step instructions for checking and changing engine oil, including specified oil grades
suitable for different climates.

Transmission care, covering both the manual 5-speed gearbox and the optional automatic
transmission, with advice on fluid changes and adjustments.

This information was crucial for owners who often performed their own routine maintenance or
needed to communicate effectively with service technicians.

Electrical System and Instrumentation

The electrical section in the owner manual 1987 Audi 90 offers insights into the vehicle’s wiring and
fuse box layout, which is particularly useful for troubleshooting electrical faults. Given the model’s
era, the manual explains:

Locations and functions of various fuses and relays.

Instructions for replacing bulbs and maintaining the lighting system.

Details on the car’s early electronic components such as the ignition system and dashboard
warning lamps.

This granularity aids in diagnosing electrical issues without requiring specialized diagnostic
equipment.

Safety and Comfort Features

While safety technology in the late 1980s was less advanced compared to today’s standards, the
1987 Audi 90 owner manual dedicates a section to driver and passenger safety. It covers:

Seatbelt use and adjustment.

Proper headrest positioning to reduce whiplash risk.



Child safety considerations and recommended seating arrangements.

Comfort features such as climate control operations, manual seat adjustments, and audio system
usage are also well-documented for ease of use.

Accessing and Utilizing the Owner Manual in the
Modern Era

In the digital age, locating a physical copy of the owner manual 1987 Audi 90 can be challenging for
some owners. Fortunately, many resources have digitized these manuals, making them accessible
online in PDF format. Audi enthusiast forums, classic car restoration sites, and official Audi archives
often provide scans or reprints.

Benefits of Having the Owner Manual for Classic Car Owners

For classic Audi 90 owners, possessing the original or a faithful reproduction of the owner manual is
invaluable. It serves several purposes:

Maintenance Accuracy: Ensures that servicing is done according to manufacturer
specifications, preserving the car’s performance and value.

Restoration Guidance: Offers reference points for restoring original features and components
correctly.

Historical Appreciation: Provides insight into the design philosophy and technology of the
era.

Enhanced Resale Value: Demonstrates that the vehicle has been properly cared for,
appealing to collectors and buyers.

Challenges Encountered Without the Manual

Attempting to maintain or repair the 1987 Audi 90 without the manual can lead to several issues:

Misinterpretation of warning lights and dashboard signals.

Incorrect use of fluids or parts, potentially causing damage.

Difficulty in troubleshooting mechanical or electrical problems.



Increased reliance on costly professional services instead of DIY fixes.

Therefore, the owner manual remains a cornerstone document for anyone serious about the upkeep
of this vintage model.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of the Owner Manual
1987 Audi 90

The owner manual 1987 Audi 90 is more than a user guide—it is a historical artifact that encapsulates
the automotive standards and practices of its time. Its detailed instructions, comprehensive coverage
of mechanical and electrical systems, and clear safety guidelines have ensured that the Audi 90
remains a reliable and cherished vehicle decades after its production.

For owners, restorers, and enthusiasts, accessing and understanding this manual enables a deeper
connection with the car and supports its continued preservation. As the automotive landscape
evolves, the manual stands as a testament to the craftsmanship and engineering excellence of the
late 1980s Audi lineup.
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