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NYC Notary Study Guide: Your Path to Becoming a Certified Notary Public in New York City

nyc notary study guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to become a certified notary
public in New York City. Whether you’re a first-timer or someone seeking to renew your commission,
understanding the ins and outs of the notary process can seem overwhelming. This guide aims to
walk you through everything you need to know—from eligibility and application steps to mastering
the key concepts and legal responsibilities of a notary in NYC.

If you’ve ever wondered how to prepare effectively for the New York notary exam or what practical
skills you’ll need once commissioned, this article will provide clear, straightforward advice. Let’s
dive into the world of notarization, uncovering important tips and insights that will help you
confidently navigate your notary journey.

Understanding the Role of a Notary Public in NYC

Before delving into study tips and exam preparation, it’s useful to understand the core duties of a
notary public in New York City. A notary serves as an impartial witness to the signing of important
documents, helping prevent fraud and ensuring that signers are entering agreements knowingly and
willingly.

Key Responsibilities of NYC Notaries

Notaries in NYC are authorized to:

Administer oaths and affirmations

Witness and authenticate signatures on legal documents

Certify copies of documents

Take affidavits and depositions

Perform acknowledgments on deeds and contracts

These duties require a solid understanding of New York State laws, attention to detail, and a
commitment to ethical standards. The NYC notary study guide will help you grasp these
responsibilities with clarity.



Eligibility Requirements: Who Can Become a Notary in
NYC?

Knowing if you qualify is the first step toward becoming a notary public. In New York City, the basic
eligibility criteria include:

Being at least 18 years old

Residing or working in the state of New York

Having no felony convictions or serious offenses

Being competent to perform all required duties

These requirements ensure that notaries maintain the integrity of the process. The NYC notary study
guide often emphasizes the importance of understanding your legal background before applying.

Background Checks and Application Process

Applicants must complete a formal application through the New York Department of State. This
includes submitting fingerprints for a background check and paying a fee. The application process
can take several weeks, so planning ahead is advisable.

Preparing for the New York Notary Exam

Although New York State does not require a formal exam for becoming a notary, many candidates
find it beneficial to study key materials and take practice tests. This preparation helps ensure you
understand the laws and responsibilities, reducing mistakes once you are commissioned.

Essential Topics Covered in the NYC Notary Study Guide

A comprehensive study guide will cover:

New York State notary laws and regulations

Types of notarizations and when to apply them

Proper procedures for witnessing signatures

Record-keeping and journaling requirements



Common notary errors and how to avoid them

These topics not only help you pass any preparatory courses but also build confidence in performing
your duties legally and competently.

Tips for Effective Study

Studying for your notary commission can be straightforward with the right approach:

Use Official Resources: Start with materials provided by the New York Department of State1.
to ensure accuracy and relevance.

Practice Scenarios: Work through sample notarization situations to understand how to apply2.
laws in real-world contexts.

Join Study Groups or Online Forums: Engaging with others can clarify doubts and provide3.
practical insights.

Create Summary Notes: Jot down key statutes and procedures for quick review before your4.
application or test.

Tools and Materials You’ll Need as a NYC Notary

Becoming a notary isn’t just about passing a test; it’s about being equipped for your role. Here are
some essentials every NYC notary should have:

Notary Seal and Journal

New York law requires notaries to use an official stamp or seal when notarizing documents. Your
notary seal must include your name, the words “Notary Public, State of New York,” and your
commission expiration date.

Additionally, maintaining a notary journal is strongly recommended. This logbook records all
notarizations performed, which can protect you legally and provide proof of your actions if
questioned.

Understanding Fees and Record Keeping

New York limits the fees notaries can charge, typically $2 per notarization. Being clear about fees



and maintaining accurate records will help build trust with clients and avoid legal complications.

Common Challenges and How the NYC Notary Study
Guide Helps Overcome Them

Many aspiring notaries worry about making mistakes or misunderstanding legal requirements. The
NYC notary study guide addresses these concerns by providing:

Clear explanations of complex legal jargon

Step-by-step instructions for each type of notarization

Examples of common pitfalls and how to avoid them

Updates on recent changes in New York notary laws

By following a structured study plan, you can approach your notary duties with confidence and
professionalism.

Continuing Education and Staying Up to Date

Once commissioned, staying informed about changes in notary laws and best practices is crucial.
While New York does not mandate continuing education, many notaries benefit from:

Regularly reviewing updated notary handbooks and state guidelines

Participating in notary workshops or seminars

Joining professional organizations such as the National Notary Association

These efforts ensure that you remain knowledgeable about evolving requirements and maintain a
high standard of service.

Renewing Your Notary Commission

New York notary commissions last for four years. As your commission expiration approaches,
renewals require submitting a new application and updated fees. Using the NYC notary study guide
can help refresh your knowledge and prepare you for any procedural updates.



Leveraging Your Notary Commission Professionally

Becoming a notary public in NYC opens up various opportunities. Many professionals integrate
notary services into their existing careers, such as real estate agents, lawyers, and loan officers.
Others offer mobile notary services to clients who need convenient document notarization.

Building a reputation as a reliable notary requires professionalism, punctuality, and a thorough
understanding of your legal duties—all of which the NYC notary study guide supports by laying a
strong foundation.

---

Embarking on the path to becoming a notary public in New York City is rewarding and practical. By
using a comprehensive NYC notary study guide, you’ll not only prepare yourself for the application
process but also gain the confidence to perform your duties with accuracy and integrity. Whether
you’re notarizing a power of attorney or witnessing a real estate transaction, your knowledge and
professionalism will make a meaningful difference in every signature you oversee.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the NYC notary study guide?
The NYC notary study guide typically covers topics such as the duties and responsibilities of a notary
public, legal requirements, types of notarizations, how to properly execute notarial acts, record
keeping, and relevant New York state laws governing notaries.

Where can I find an official NYC notary study guide?
You can find the official NYC notary study guide on the New York Department of State's Division of
Licensing Services website, which provides comprehensive materials and resources for aspiring
notaries in NYC.

How long does it take to prepare for the NYC notary exam
using the study guide?
Preparation time varies depending on individual experience, but most candidates spend between 1
to 3 weeks studying the NYC notary study guide to thoroughly understand the material before taking
the exam.

Are there any practice tests included in the NYC notary study
guide?
Many NYC notary study guides include practice tests or sample questions to help candidates assess
their knowledge and readiness for the notary exam, though the official guide may recommend
additional practice resources.



Is the NYC notary study guide updated regularly to reflect new
laws?
Yes, the NYC notary study guide is updated periodically to reflect changes in New York state laws
and regulations related to notarial acts, ensuring candidates study the most current and relevant
information.

Additional Resources
NYC Notary Study Guide: Navigating the Path to Becoming a Certified Notary Public

nyc notary study guide serves as an essential resource for aspiring notaries in New York City,
designed to demystify the often complex process of becoming a certified notary public. The role of a
notary is critical in authenticating legal documents, administering oaths, and preventing fraud,
making preparation indispensable. With the evolving regulations and requirements specific to New
York State, candidates must equip themselves with a thorough understanding of the laws,
procedures, and ethical standards that govern notarial acts.

In this investigative overview, we delve into the key components of an effective NYC notary study
guide, examine the state-specific nuances, and assess how various preparatory tools measure up. We
also explore the strategic advantages of different study methods and the criteria for selecting the
most suitable resources for exam success.

Understanding the NYC Notary Public Landscape

Becoming a notary in New York City is governed by the New York Department of State’s Division of
Licensing Services. Unlike some states, New York does not require a comprehensive written
examination but mandates applicants to meet specific eligibility criteria and submit an application
along with the requisite fee. However, passing an online course or seminar, while not mandatory in
New York, is often strongly recommended, as it enhances understanding of the legal responsibilities
and procedures.

The NYC notary study guide should therefore focus on the essentials: statutory duties, prohibited
acts, record-keeping requirements, and the proper execution of notarizations. Since the notary’s
actions have legal weight, even a minor error can lead to invalid documents or legal liabilities.
Hence, candidates benefit greatly from study guides that emphasize practical scenarios and case
studies alongside statutory text.

Key Components of a Robust NYC Notary Study Guide

A comprehensive NYC notary study guide typically includes:

Overview of New York Notary Laws: Detailed breakdown of the Notary Public License Law
and relevant state statutes.



Notarial Acts Explained: Step-by-step instructions on acknowledgments, jurats, oaths,
affirmations, and signature witnessing.

Ethical Guidelines and Prohibitions: Clear delineation of what notaries must avoid, such as
conflicts of interest and unauthorized practice of law.

Record-Keeping and Journal Maintenance: Best practices for documenting notarizations,
including mandatory journal entries and retention policies.

Sample Forms and Templates: Examples of affidavits, acknowledgments, and other common
notarial certificates used in New York.

Exam Preparation and Application Process: While New York does not require a test,
guidance on completing the application and understanding background check requirements is
crucial.

Continuing Education and Renewal Information: Overview of the two-term (four-year)
license cycle and renewal procedures.

Such guides may come in various formats—print, digital PDFs, or interactive online modules—each
catering to different learning preferences. Many include quizzes or practice questions that simulate
the real-life scenarios a notary might encounter, enhancing retention and confidence.

Comparing Popular NYC Notary Study Resources

Given the variety of study materials available, prospective notaries in NYC must discern which
resources offer the best value and comprehensiveness. Here, we compare some of the most
commonly used study aids:

Official State Publications vs. Private Study Guides

The New York Department of State provides official resources, including the Notary Public License
Law and application instructions. These materials are authoritative but often dense and written in
legal jargon, posing challenges for laypersons.

In contrast, private companies and educational platforms produce study guides that translate legal
language into accessible terms, often supplemented by real-world examples and test simulations.
For instance, providers like Notary Public Underwriters or National Notary Association offer
extensive online courses tailored to New York’s requirements.

Pros and Cons of Different Study Methods



Self-Study with PDFs and Books: Economical and flexible but may lack interactive elements
or immediate feedback.

Online Courses and Webinars: Offer structured learning paths with multimedia content and
quizzes; tend to be more engaging but come at a higher cost.

In-Person Workshops: Provide direct access to instructors and networking opportunities;
however, scheduling and location can be limiting factors.

Choosing the right approach depends on individual learning styles, budget constraints, and time
availability. Notably, since New York does not require a formal exam, many applicants prioritize
thorough self-study to ensure procedural accuracy and legal compliance.

Essential Knowledge Areas for NYC Notary Candidates

A well-rounded NYC notary study guide places significant emphasis on the following domains:

Legal Authority and Limitations

Candidates must grasp the scope of their authority, including which documents they can notarize
and under what circumstances. For example, notaries cannot provide legal advice or draft
documents unless they are licensed attorneys. Understanding these boundaries is critical to
maintaining professional integrity and avoiding legal pitfalls.

Identification and Fraud Prevention

One of the notary’s primary responsibilities is verifying the identity of signers. NYC notary study
guides highlight acceptable forms of ID—such as government-issued driver’s licenses and
passports—and outline procedures for dealing with reluctant or suspicious signers. The ability to
detect potential fraud protects all parties involved and upholds the notary’s credibility.

Recordkeeping Requirements

While New York law does not mandate the use of a notary journal, many experts recommend
maintaining one as a best practice. Study guides often provide templates and instructions on
recording date, type of notarization, signer details, and document descriptions. This documentation
can be vital in legal disputes or audits.



Application Process and Practical Tips

An effective NYC notary study guide also navigates applicants through the administrative steps:

Confirm eligibility: Must be at least 18 years old, a resident of New York State, and not have1.
felony convictions.

Complete the application form accurately, ensuring all personal and professional details are2.
correct.

Submit the application with the $60 licensing fee to the New York Department of State.3.

Wait for approval and issuance of the notary commission certificate.4.

Purchase notary supplies, including an official seal and a journal (recommended).5.

Additionally, some guides provide advice on common pitfalls, such as submitting incomplete
applications or misunderstanding the role of a notary public.

Emerging Trends in NYC Notary Education

As technology reshapes many professional fields, notary education in NYC is also evolving.
Increasingly, digital platforms offer interactive courses that utilize video demonstrations and
scenario-based learning, enhancing engagement. Furthermore, with the rise of remote online
notarization (RON)—approved in New York under specific conditions—study materials are adapting
to include guidelines on electronic notarizations, identity proofing technologies, and cybersecurity
concerns.

These advancements reflect a broader trend towards modernization in the notarial profession,
requiring candidates to stay informed beyond traditional paper-based practices.

---

Navigating the path to becoming a notary public in New York City demands more than just
submitting an application; it requires a solid grasp of the legal framework, procedural nuances, and
ethical considerations. A well-constructed NYC notary study guide bridges the gap between
regulatory requirements and practical application, empowering candidates to perform their duties
with confidence and professionalism. Whether through official documents, private courses, or digital
learning tools, investing time into comprehensive study is an indispensable step toward a successful
notarial career in the city.
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  nyc notary study guide: Prepare and Pass the New York State Notary Exam Gerrie
Pierre-Fleurimond, 2009-01-01
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Exam Review Guide Seth S. Patton,
2013-10-07 The New York Notary Public Exam Review Guide gives you everything you need to
prepare to ace the Notary Pubic Exam. This how to manual contains two full length practice exams,
a solid glossary of legal terms, and insider tips about the exam site and exam content.
  nyc notary study guide: NYC Police Communications Technician Study Guide Lewis Morris,
2017-03-10 <h2>Learn the secret to success on the NYC Police Communications Technician
Exam</h2> Learn how to pass the <b>NYPC Police Communications Technician Exam</b> and
become a police dispatcher. The <b>NYC Police Communications Technician Study Guide</b>
includes practice questions and instruction on how to tackle the specific subject areas on the
<b>New York City Communications Technician Exam</b>. Network4Learning has found the most
up-to-date information to help you succeed on the <b>NYC Police Dispatcher Exam</b>. The
<b>NYC Police Communications Technician Study Guide</b> helps you prepare for the <b>NYC
Test </b> by reviewing only the material found on the actual NYC Police Dispatcher Exam. By
cutting through anything unnecessary and avoiding generic chapters on material not tested, our
<b>NYC Police Communications Technician Study Guide</b> makes efficient use of your time. Our
authors are experienced teachers who are constantly taking civil service exams and researching
current methods in assessment. This research and experience allow us to create guides that are
current and reflect the actual exam questions on the <b>NYC Exam</b> beautifully. This <b>NYC
Police Communications Technician Study Guide</b> includes sections on: <ul> <li>Insider
information about the <b>NYC Exam</b></li> <li>An overview of the NYC Test <li>How to
Overcome Test Anxiety</li> <li>Test Preparation Strategies</li> <li>Exam Subareas and Practice
Questions</li> <li>Deductive Reasoning</li> <li>Reading Comprehension</li> <li>Memory</li>
<li>Information Ordering</li> <li>Inductive Reasoning</li> <li>NYC exam specific glossary</li>
</ul> Our mission at Network4Learning is to provide the most current and useful information. We
tirelessly research and write about exams- providing you with the most useful review material
available for the NYC Exam. Best of luck and success on the <b>2017 New York City Police
Communications Technician Exam!</b>
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Exam Speed-Study Guide! Angelo
Tropea, 2014-04-24 Ace the New York Notary Public Exam!This book is designed for Speed-Study
and contains what you need to know to ace the New York Notary Public Exam.This speed-guide
includes:1. plain English Highlights of Notary Public Law.2. Many Quick-Questions to reinforce
memory3. Legal terms you need to know4. Links for exam application and Notary Public Law5. Two
full practice tests!Use this book - and prepare for success!
  nyc notary study guide: Pass the New York Notary Public Exam Third Edition Angelo Tropea,
2020-08-28 This book prepares you pass the notary public exam and become a more professional
practicing notary public! The following are eight reasons why you should use this book to prepare
for the exam: The author and his team are experts at preparing candidates for civil service exams,
with more than 30 years experience. The book utilizes the flash card method of subject presentation
and studying which has a long history of success. Highlights of the laws which simplify legal
terminology are included. The book also provides edited sections of the laws on the scope of the
notary exam - for a deeper understanding. Quick Questions in flash card format help you memorize
important facts. Multiple Choice Questions help you to connect important aspects of the law. Four
FULL practice exams help you to further sharpen up for both the format and subject matter of the
notary exam. 100+ BONUS Questions are included. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and
during your notary public career.
  nyc notary study guide: Pass the New York Notary Public Exam Questions and Answers

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/nyc-notary-study-guide.pdf


Angelo Tropea, 2010-01 225 Questions and Answers in flash card format to help you pass the New
York State Notary Public Exam. This book helps you pass the notary public exam and become a more
professional practicing notary public. The author is a recognized expert at preparing candidates for
civil service exams, with more than 25 years experience. The book utilizes the flash card method of
subject presentation and studying which has a long history of success. Quick Questions in flash card
format help you memorize important facts. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and during your
notary public career.
  nyc notary study guide: New York 2020 Master Electrician Exam Questions and Study Guide
Ray Holder, 2020-06-22 The New York 2020 Master study guide will help you prepare for the exam
by providing 12 practice open book exams and 2 Final Closed Book Exams. Includes New York
License Forms and Sample Applications. This book also covers most topics that are included on all
Master Electricians exams such as conductor sizing and protection, motors, transformers, voltage
drop, over-current protection and residential and commercial load calculations. The text contains the
most widely used electrical calculations and formulas the reader needs to pass the Master electrical
competency exam.About the AuthorRay Holder has worked in the electrical industry for more than
40 years as an apprentice, journeyman, master, field engineer, estimator, business manager,
contractor, inspector, and instructor. He is a graduate of Texas State University and holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Occupational Education. A certified instructor of electrical trades, he
has been awarded a lifetime teaching certificate from the Texas Education Agency in the field of
Vocational Education. Mr. Holder has taught thousands of students at Austin Community College;
Austin Texas Odessa College at Odessa, Texas; Technical-Vocational Institute of Albuquerque, New
Mexico; Howard College at San Angelo, Texas, and in the public school systems in Fort Worth and
San Antonio, Texas. He is currently Director of Education for Electrical Seminars, Inc. of San
Marcos, Texas. Mr. Holder is an active member of the National Fire Protection Association,
International Association of Electrical Inspectors, and the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers.
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Prep Book with 3 Full Practice Tests The
Pinnacle Review, 2020-06-11 You might be thinking this is just another prep book. What you might
not know is that this book was created with you in mind. You see, The Pinnacle Review's unofficial
New York Notary Public: Prep Book with 3 Full Practice Tests has consolidated all the notary public
laws and legal terms into manageable and easy-to-digest summaries. You'll be able to get the total
review of everything that's covered on the exam in practically no time! The New York Department of
State's Division of Licensing Services (DLS) was not involved in the creation or production of this
product, is not in any way affiliated with The Pinnacle Review, and does not sponsor or endorse this
product. The comprehensive Pinnacle Review's New York Notary Public Prep Book covers: New York
Notary Public Laws Legal Terms and Rules Test-taking Tips and Strategies 3 FULL practice tests
with answers 40+ BONUS True/False Statements
  nyc notary study guide: New York 2020 Journeyman Electrician Exam Questions and Study
Guide Ray Holder, 2020-05-21 The New York 2020 Journeyman study guide will help you prepare for
the exam by providing 12 practice open book exams and 2 Final Closed Book Exams. Includes New
York License Forms and Sample Applications. This book also covers most topics that are included on
all Journeyman Electricians exams such as conductor sizing and protection, motors, transformers,
voltage drop, over-current protection and residential and commercial load calculations. The text
contains the most widely used electrical calculations and formulas the reader needs to pass the
Journeyman electrical competency exam.About the AuthorRay Holder has worked in the electrical
industry for more than 40 years as an apprentice, journeyman, master, field engineer, estimator,
business manager, contractor, inspector, and instructor. He is a graduate of Texas State University
and holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Occupational Education. A certified instructor of
electrical trades, he has been awarded a lifetime teaching certificate from the Texas Education
Agency in the field of Vocational Education. Mr. Holder has taught thousands of students at Austin
Community College; Austin Texas Odessa College at Odessa, Texas; Technical-Vocational Institute of



Albuquerque, New Mexico; Howard College at San Angelo, Texas, and in the public school systems
in Fort Worth and San Antonio, Texas. He is currently Director of Education for Electrical Seminars,
Inc. of San Marcos, Texas. Mr. Holder is an active member of the National Fire Protection
Association, International Association of Electrical Inspectors, and the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers.
  nyc notary study guide: NYS Notary Exam Study Guide 2025 Alexandra M. Bennett, 2025
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Exam Educational Testing Group, 2018-03-06
This practice test includes 144 questions about New York Notary Public Exam. The test has been
carefully developed to assist you to pass your actual test. It will help you prepare for and pass your
exam on the first attempt but it does not include any study guide. The book focuses only on carefully
selected practice questions. Two main topics; GENERAL KNOWLEDGE, and LEGAL are covered in
this test. General Knowledge questions focus on; #9642 Basic Concepts #9642 Local Issues Legal
questions focus on; #9642 Rules #9642 Duties.
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Study Guide with 5 Practice Exams
Bolton Prep, 2024-02-28 New 2024 - 2025 Edition Contains recently added important Electronic
Notarization sections, which is now a large part of the exam! At Bolton Prep, we understand the
challenge of mastering complex notary public laws and legal terminology. That's why we've
transformed these intricate topics into easily digestible summaries. With our guide, you'll swiftly
grasp the entire New York notary public handbook without hours of tedious study. Inside Bolton
Prep's comprehensive study guide, you'll find: - Thorough coverage of New York Notary Public Laws
- Clarity on Legal Terms and Rules - Invaluable Test-taking Tips and Strategies - 5 Full Practice
Tests with Answers - Plus, over 50 Bonus True/False Statements to further enhance your readiness
Whether you're on your journey to becoming a notary public or aiming to renew your certification,
this guide is your roadmap to success. Get ready to conquer the New York Notary Exam with
confidence!
  nyc notary study guide: Notary Public Handbook Alfred Ernest Piombino, 1993
  nyc notary study guide: 2020 New York Notary Public Handbook Cni Notary Institute, 2020-07
A great reference for current or upcoming New York Notaries. The New York Notary Public
Handbook is an official source of laws for a New York Notary Public. This Handbook is designed as a
supplement for the New York Notary exam and is current for the 2020 year for Notary reference.
Also, this book includes the latest guidance from the New York Department of State for COVID
guidance. The material in this book is approved by the New York Department of State.
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Exam Donald Bond, 2022-05-31 Are you
looking for a practical pocket guide to prepare you for the New York notary exam?Are you looking
for New York notary exam tests with attached solutions explained in detail? If you answered Yes to
any of these questions, this guide is right for you. Many people say that the exam to become a notary
is very difficult and takes years of preparation. I have been there myself, and I will demonstrate the
critical knowledge and essential tricks to pass this test with this book successfully. There is no need
to learn quantities of notions or numbers of laws that you will never use. The goal here is to get you
to the result by aiming straight for the destination with only the essential knowledge. This book
contains: A complete explanation of the figure of the notary public The basic terminology you need
to know The requirements needed to be able to obtain this role The knowledge that the notary must
acquire The key strategies to best prepare for and pass the exam The FAQs in the tests for this
profession 2 tests very similar to those you might find in the exam BONUS: all test solutions are
commented on in detail to take away any doubts you may have. Scroll up and click the Buy Now
button to successfully start your preparation!
  nyc notary study guide: New York Notary Public Reference Guide Angelo Tropea,
2014-07-13 This reference guide provides a handy and inexpensive supplement to the official NYS
Department of State, Division of Licensing Services publication. It expresses the highlights of the
law in clear and simple English and provides other tools for the practicing notary public.Among the
sections in this book are:1. Edited sections of NYS Notary Public Law.2. Law highlights to stress and



clarify legal facts and areas that are most relevant to practicing notaries public.3. Legal terms most
useful to notaries.4. Fees charged by New York State notaries.5. Complete list and contact numbers
and addresses of county clerks in all New York State counties.6. Other useful information and
resources, including websites addresses.7. Space for recording notes after each major section of the
book.8. Current notary application procedures and suggested notary exam preparation publications.
8. A comprehensive index.
  nyc notary study guide: Law and Legal Information Directory , 1983
  nyc notary study guide: Medical Board Quizzer Arco Publishing Company, 1964
  nyc notary study guide: Biology Edward C. Gruber, 1963
  nyc notary study guide: Notary Public Arthur Liebers, 1979
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