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Marvin Harris, Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches: An Anthropological Exploration

marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches might sound like a quirky collection of words at first
glance, but they actually represent some of the most fascinating themes explored by the influential
anthropologist Marvin Harris. His work delves into the hidden reasons behind cultural practices and
societal taboos that often seem puzzling or irrational at surface level. By examining topics such as
the sacred status of cows in India, the taboo against eating pigs in the Middle East, the causes of
wars, and the social role of witchcraft accusations, Harris provided a fresh perspective that blends
culture with ecology, economics, and politics.

In this article, we’ll unpack how Marvin Harris’s theories shed light on these diverse yet
interconnected topics, revealing the underlying logic of human behavior through a materialist lens.
Whether you’re interested in cultural anthropology, history, or social dynamics, understanding
Harris’s approach offers valuable insights into why people do what they do — from venerating cows
to waging wars and hunting witches.

Who Was Marvin Harris and What Is Cultural
Materialism?

Marvin Harris (1927–2001) was a prominent American anthropologist best known for developing the
theory of cultural materialism. This approach argues that material conditions — such as
environment, technology, and economic factors — largely shape culture, social structures, and
beliefs.

Unlike explanations that focus on ideology or symbolism alone, Harris emphasized the practical
reasons behind cultural norms. He believed that many customs that seem irrational or purely
symbolic actually serve important adaptive functions. His work tries to decode these functions by
examining the interplay between ecological constraints, economic needs, and social organization.

Understanding Cultural Materialism Through Everyday
Examples

To grasp cultural materialism, consider how a society’s food taboos might be tied to environmental
factors or resource management. Harris famously applied this reasoning to explain why certain
animals are revered or avoided in different cultures. Instead of viewing these beliefs as mere
superstition, he sought underlying material explanations.

This approach challenges us to look beyond surface-level interpretations and consider how practical
needs shape cultural practices over time. It’s a powerful tool for understanding everything from
dietary restrictions to warfare and social control mechanisms like witch hunts.



Marvin Harris and the Sacred Cows of India

One of Harris’s most famous case studies involves the sacred status of cows in Hindu culture. To
outsiders, the reverence for cows might seem purely religious or symbolic, but Harris argued that
there is a strong material basis behind this practice.

Why Are Cows Sacred in India?

Cows provide a range of economic benefits that go beyond meat. In India’s agrarian society, cows
are valuable for:

- Providing milk and dairy products essential for nutrition.
- Serving as draft animals to plow fields.
- Producing dung used as fertilizer and fuel.

Slaughtering cows would therefore disrupt these crucial resources. By considering cows sacred and
prohibiting their slaughter, the society effectively preserves these economic benefits.

The Ecological and Economic Logic

India’s dense population and limited agricultural land mean that maximizing sustainable food
production is vital. Harris pointed out that eating cows would reduce the availability of dairy and
labor power, which are more beneficial in the long term than the short-term gain of meat. This
ecological-economic perspective helps explain why the taboo persists despite hunger and poverty in
some regions.

Why Pigs Are Taboo in the Middle East: Harris’s
Explanation

Another intriguing example Harris explored is the taboo against eating pigs in Middle Eastern
societies, particularly among Jewish and Muslim communities. This prohibition has puzzled many
anthropologists and historians.

Material Reasons Behind the Pig Taboo

Harris argued that pigs are inefficient livestock for the arid and semi-arid environments of the
Middle East. Unlike cows or goats, pigs require abundant water and do not provide secondary
products like milk or labor. They also compete with humans for grain, which is a scarce resource in
these regions.

Therefore, avoiding pigs is an ecological adaptation to conserve resources and protect food security.



The religious prohibitions around pigs, according to Harris, reinforce this practical strategy by
embedding it in cultural norms.

Implications for Understanding Food Taboos

This analysis suggests that food taboos are not random but often have deep ecological and economic
rationales. Recognizing these factors helps us appreciate how cultural practices evolve to ensure
survival and resource management.

The Anthropology of Wars and Witch Hunts in Harris’s
Work

Moving beyond food taboos, Harris also examined the phenomena of wars and witch hunts,
interpreting them through his materialist framework.

War as a Material Conflict

Harris viewed wars not merely as ideological or political struggles but as conflicts rooted in
competition over material resources such as land, water, and labor. He believed that understanding
the ecological and economic pressures that drive societies to war is crucial for grasping why
conflicts erupt and persist.

His analysis encourages looking at the structural causes behind wars rather than attributing them
solely to cultural or religious differences.

Witch Hunts: Social Control and Resource Management

Witch hunts, often seen as irrational episodes of mass hysteria, also have materialist explanations in
Harris’s perspective. In many societies, accusations of witchcraft arise during times of social stress,
scarcity, or economic hardship.

By targeting individuals labeled as witches, communities may attempt to reinforce social norms,
redistribute resources, or manage tensions within groups. Harris suggested that witch hunts
function as a form of social control that helps stabilize societies under pressure.

Connecting the Dots: What Can We Learn From Marvin
Harris’s Approach?

Marvin Harris’s work invites us to reconsider many cultural practices that might otherwise be



dismissed as superstition or arbitrary tradition. By linking cows, pigs, wars, and witches through the
lens of cultural materialism, he reveals the practical logic behind seemingly disparate phenomena.

Key Takeaways for Anthropological Inquiry

- Cultural practices often serve adaptive functions related to environment and economy.
- Food taboos can be strategies for resource conservation and ecological balance.
- Social conflicts like wars and witch hunts can be interpreted as responses to material pressures.
- Understanding material conditions enriches our grasp of human behavior and cultural diversity.

Applying These Insights Today

In a modern context, Harris’s approach encourages policymakers, scholars, and cultural observers
to look beyond ideology and symbolism. Whether designing sustainable agricultural policies,
analyzing social unrest, or appreciating cultural diversity, considering material factors provides a
grounded and pragmatic perspective.

It also fosters empathy by helping outsiders understand why certain traditions matter deeply within
their ecological and economic contexts.

Exploring Marvin Harris cows pigs wars and witches is more than an academic exercise; it’s a
journey into the heart of human adaptation and cultural ingenuity. By recognizing the material roots
of our beliefs and behaviors, we gain a clearer picture of humanity’s complex relationship with its
environment and each other.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument in Marvin Harris's book 'Cows,
Pigs, Wars, and Witches'?
Marvin Harris argues that cultural practices and beliefs, such as the reverence of cows in India or
witchcraft accusations, can be understood through the lens of cultural materialism, focusing on
material conditions and economic factors that shape societies.

How does Marvin Harris explain the sacred status of cows in
India in 'Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches'?
Harris explains that the sacred status of cows in India is rooted in ecological and economic reasons,
as cows provide essential resources like milk and labor, and their preservation supports sustainable
agriculture, making them more valuable alive than as meat.



What role do pigs play in Marvin Harris's analysis in 'Cows,
Pigs, Wars, and Witches'?
In the book, Harris discusses how pigs are taboo in some cultures, like in Islamic and Jewish
societies, due to ecological and economic incompatibilities, such as the inefficient use of resources
pigs require, which contrasts with cultural materialist explanations.

How does Marvin Harris connect wars to cultural practices in
'Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches'?
Harris examines how warfare and conflict arise from material conditions and competition over
resources, and how cultural ideologies often serve to justify and perpetuate these conflicts in
societies.

What explanation does Marvin Harris offer for witchcraft
beliefs in 'Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches'?
Harris suggests that witchcraft beliefs function as social mechanisms to regulate behavior and
resolve conflicts, reflecting underlying material and social tensions within communities rather than
purely supernatural causes.

Additional Resources
**Marvin Harris: Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches – An Anthropological Inquiry**

marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches encapsulates a distinctive framework within cultural
anthropology, reflecting the breadth and depth of Harris’s materialist approach to understanding
human societies. Marvin Harris, a prominent figure in the development of cultural materialism,
dedicated much of his scholarly life to decoding the complex relationships between economic
practices, symbolic systems, and societal structures. His works, notably *Cows, Pigs, Wars and
Witches*, remain seminal in exploring how ecological and material conditions underpin cultural
phenomena worldwide.

Understanding Marvin Harris’s Materialism: A Foundation

Marvin Harris’s analytical lens centers on cultural materialism, a theoretical framework that
emphasizes material conditions such as environment, technology, and economic factors as primary
determinants of social organization and ideological systems. His investigations challenge purely
ideational or interpretive explanations by grounding cultural practices in ecological and economic
realities.

The title *Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches* itself reveals Harris’s interest in seemingly disparate
cultural elements and their interconnections through materialist explanations. By examining taboo
dietary practices, conflict, and social deviance, Harris illustrates how cultural peculiarities serve
practical, adaptive purposes rather than arbitrary traditions.



The Symbolism and Utility of Cows and Pigs

One of the most widely discussed aspects of Harris’s work is his analysis of livestock taboos,
particularly the sacred status of cows in India and the avoidance of pigs in certain cultures. His
explanation transcends mere religious or ritualistic interpretations by considering ecological and
economic factors.

#### Cows in Indian Society

Harris argued that the sacred status of cows in Hindu culture is not solely a religious artifact but a
functional adaptation. Cows provide milk, dung for fuel, and labor through draft power, contributing
more to agrarian economies alive than slaughtered. The prohibition against killing cows ensures a
sustainable resource base that supports the subsistence needs of rural populations.

#### Pigs in Ecological Contexts

Conversely, the taboo against pork in certain Middle Eastern societies, such as among Muslim and
Jewish communities, can be understood through environmental pragmatism. Pigs require large
amounts of water and are inefficient converters of feed to protein in arid climates, making them
impractical livestock choices. Harris’s materialist perspective suggests that prohibitions against
pork consumption reflect ecological rationality embedded in cultural norms.

Wars and Their Material Roots

In *Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches*, Harris extends his analysis to the phenomenon of warfare,
arguing that conflicts often stem from competition over scarce resources rather than purely
ideological or political motivations. By framing wars as extensions of material pressures, Harris
highlights the adaptive strategies societies employ to navigate scarcity and environmental
challenges.

#### Resource Competition and Conflict

Harris’s perspective invites a reconsideration of historical and contemporary conflicts, emphasizing
the material underpinnings of territorial disputes, control over arable land, and access to water.
Such an approach aligns with ecological anthropology, suggesting that warfare may function as a
mechanism to secure essential resources for group survival.

#### The Role of Social Structures

Moreover, Harris underscores how socio-political hierarchies and modes of production influence the
scale and nature of wars. Complex societies with centralized states and surplus resources often
engage in organized warfare to maintain or expand resource control, reflecting the interplay
between economic systems and conflict.

Witches: Social Deviance and Material Conditions



The inclusion of witches in Harris’s analysis broadens the scope to social deviance and mechanisms
of social control. Witchcraft accusations, prevalent in various societies, often serve to explain
misfortune or social tensions. Harris interprets these beliefs through a materialist lens, suggesting
that witchcraft functions as a cultural response to unresolved economic or social stresses.

#### Witchcraft as a Social Phenomenon

Harris posits that witchcraft accusations frequently emerge in contexts of resource scarcity, social
marginalization, or intra-community conflict. These beliefs can reinforce social cohesion by
identifying scapegoats or channeling anxieties about economic uncertainty.

#### Comparative Insights

By comparing witchcraft beliefs across cultures, Harris reveals patterns where such ideologies are
prominent in societies facing ecological or economic hardships. This comparative approach
illustrates how supernatural explanations intersect with material realities.

Critical Reception and Impact on Anthropology

Marvin Harris’s *Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches* has been influential in anthropology, provoking
both acclaim and criticism. His rigorous materialist methodology provides a counterbalance to
interpretive and postmodern approaches, emphasizing empirical data and ecological realities.

#### Pros of Harris’s Approach

- Emphasizes the role of environment and economy in shaping culture.
- Provides testable hypotheses about cultural practices.
- Bridges anthropology with ecology, economics, and sociology.

#### Criticisms and Limitations

- Some argue that Harris’s explanations can be overly deterministic.
- Critics contend that his materialism sometimes neglects the symbolic and meaning-making aspects
of culture.
- The complexity of human behavior may require multi-faceted interpretations beyond material
conditions.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Despite critiques, Harris’s work remains a cornerstone in anthropological theory, particularly for
scholars interested in ecological and economic determinants of culture. His analyses of taboo foods,
warfare, and witchcraft continue to inform interdisciplinary studies addressing how humans adapt
culturally to material constraints.

Today, the principles outlined in *Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches* resonate in discussions about
sustainability, resource management, and social conflict. Understanding cultural practices through a
materialist lens offers valuable insights into global challenges such as food security, environmental



degradation, and social cohesion.

---

Marvin Harris’s exploration of cultural practices through the interconnected themes of cows, pigs,
wars, and witches underscores the power of material conditions in shaping human societies. His
work invites ongoing inquiry into how ecological realities and economic imperatives influence belief
systems and social structures, providing a nuanced framework for interpreting the complexities of
culture worldwide.

Marvin Harris Cows Pigs Wars And Witches

  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Cows, Pigs, Wars & Witches Marvin Harris, 1974
This book challenges those who argue that we can change the world by changing the way people
think. The author shows that no matter how bizarre a people's behavior may seem, it always stems
from concrete social and economic conditions. It is by isolating and identifying these conditions that
we will be able to understand and cope with some of our own apparently senseless life styles. In a
devastating attack on the shamans of the counterculture, the author states the case for a return to
objective consciousness and a rational set of political commitments.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Discussion Notes on Marvin Harris's Cows, Pigs,
Wars and Witches Joan Snedden, 1977
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: We think What We Eat Seth Daniel Kunin,
2004-10-05 In We Think What We Eat, Seth Kunin presents both an appreciation and critique of
Professor Mary Douglas' classical work on Israelite food rules. He places her arguments into the
context of related anthropological approaches and suggests a new interpretation of the food rules
system based on a rigorous application of structuralist theory. Kunin then goes on to extend this
analysis to other areas of Israelite culture. Through detailed analysis of texts from Genesis, Exodus
and Judges, he demonstrates that the same structural pattern found in the first section in respect of
ritual is also characteristic of the mythological material. This section of the book also takes up the
issue of structural transformation. It examines the processes found as the myths move from the
Israelite context to that of the rabbis, the authors of the New Testament and of the Book of Mormon.
The arguments presented demonstrate that as the myths move from culture to culture diachronically
and geographically while the same mythological elements are retained they are restructured and
organized based on the structural needs of the new cultural context. Kunin is also interested in
issues of structuralist theory. Thus, he addresses issues related to the processes of structural
transformation - suggesting processes that lead to changes in structural emphasis and those relating
to more significant transformations. This is volume 412 in the Journal for the Study of the Old
Testament Supplement series.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: The Environmental Consequences of War Jay E.
Austin, Carl E. Bruch, 2000-10-26 The environmental devastation caused by military conflict has
been witnessed in the wake of the Vietnam War, the Gulf War and the Kosovo conflict. This book
brings together leading international lawyers, military officers, scientists and economists to examine
the legal, political, economic and scientific implications of wartime damage to the natural
environment and public health. The book considers issues raised by the application of humanitarian
norms and legal rules designed to protect the environment, and the destructive nature of war.
Contributors offer an analysis and critique of the existing law of war framework, lessons from
peacetime environmental law, means of scientific assessment and economic valuation of ecological
and public health damage, and proposals for future legal and institutional developments. This book
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provides a contemporary forum for interdisciplinary analysis of armed conflict and the environment,
and explores ways to prevent and redress wartime environmental damage.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Cows, Pigs, Wars and Witches Marvin Harris,
1977
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Perspectives on Purity and Purification in the
Bible Baruch J. Schwartz, 2008-06-01 This book is a collection of essays on purificaton and
atonement in the Hebrew Bible that provides new insights into the discussion of these ideas by
looking at the values of sociological and anthropological approaches to the topics. The collection also
examines multivalence and polyvalence in ritual and asks to what extent it is possible to speak of the
function or meaning of ritual, even within the highly systematic priestly texts.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Silent Film and the Triumph of the American
Myth Paula Marantz Cohen, 2001-05-03 Silent Film and the Triumph of the American Myth is a
broad cultural study that connects the rise of film to the rise of America as a cultural center and
world power in the twentieth century. Cohen argues that through the medium of silent film, America
was able to sever its literary and linguistic ties to Europe, assert its cultural independence, and
forge a unique form of cultural expression. Silent films drew on elements developed in popular forms
of representation like photography, landscape panoramas, and vaudeville performance to create a
medium that more accurately represented the American experience.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: The Culture Struggle Michael Parenti,
2011-01-04 One of America’s most astute and engaging political analysts, Michael Parenti shows us
that culture is a changing process and the product of a dynamic interplay between a wide range of
social and political interests. Drawing from cultures around the world, Parenti shows that beliefs and
practices are readily subjected to political manipulation, and that many parts of culture are being
commodified, separated from their group or communal origins, to be packaged and sold to those
who can pay for them. Folk culture is giving way to a corporate market culture. Art, science,
medicine, and psychiatry can be used as instruments of cultural control, and even marriage, the
foundation of society, has been misused by heterosexuals across the centuries. Using vivid examples
and riveting arguments throughout, ranging from the everyday to the esoteric, and penned with
eloquence and irony, The Culture Struggle presents a collection of snapshots of our time.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: The Snake and the Rope Elder, 2012-04 While
there are many psychological monographs on Hinduism, no work has surveyed the history of that
tradition in a sustained way. Thus, The Snake and the Rope: A Jungian View of Hinduism breaks new
ground both for religious studies and for psychology. Trained on both sides of the argument, the
author of this work is uniquely qualified to elucidate what, for example, the Vedic hymns meant to
the people who composed them and what they might mean for us today. He shows us what karma
means for Hindus and what Jung says it canmean for us. We learn how Jungians use the term Self
that Jung borrowed from the Upanishads and how it is the same and different in its new, modern
context. The reader will witness a red thread of goddess worship from earliest India to Classical
Hinduism. Jung says the modern equivalent is devotion to the collective unconscious deep within
ourselves. Having served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in a Thai village in the late 1960's, George R.
Elder returned to the States to earn a Ph. D. in Buddhist Studies from Columbia University. He
subsequently taught Comparative Religions at Hunter College (City University of New York) and
would co-chair the Religion Program for several years. In 1989, Dr. Elder and his family relocated to
Florida. He trained to become a Jungian analyst and maintains a professional relationship with the
C.G. Jung Study Center of Southern California. His works include The Body: An Encyclopedia of
Archetypal Symbolism in collaboration with ARAS (Shambhala, 1996). He recently co-edited An
American Jungian: In Honor of Edward F. Edinger(Inner City, 2009).
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: The Taming of Evolution Davydd Greenwood,
2018-03-15 No detailed description available for The Taming of Evolution.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Witches, Tea Plantations, and Lives of
Migrant Laborers in India Soma Chaudhuri, 2013-08-15 Witches, Tea Plantations, and Lives of



Migrant Laborers in India: Tempest in Teapot is a unique book that brings together a holistic
theoretical approach on the subject of witchcraft accusations, specifically those taking place inside a
tea workers' community in India. Using a combination of in-depth and extensive qualitative methods,
and drawing on sociological, anthropological, and historical perspectives, Chaudhuri explores how
adivasi (tribal) migrant workers use witchcraft accusations to deal with worker-management
conflict. Chaudhuri argues that witchcraft accusations can be interpreted as a periodic reaction of
the adivasi worker community against their oppression by the plantation management. The typical
avenues of social protest are often unavailable to marginalized workers due to lack of organizational
and political representation and resources. As a result, the dain (witch) becomes a scapegoat for the
malice of the plantation economy. Within this discourse, witch hunts can be seen not as exotic and
primitive rituals of a backward community, but rather as a powerful protest by a community against
its oppressors. The book attempts to understand the complex network of relationships—ties of
friendship, family, politics, and gender—that provide the necessary legitimacy for the witch hunt to
take place. In most cases examined here, seemingly petty conflicts within the villagers often escalate
to a hunt. At the height of the conflict, the exploitative relationship between the plantation
management and the adivasi migrant workers often gets hidden. The book demonstrates how
witchcraft accusations should be interpreted within this backdrop of labor-planters relationship,
characterized by rigidity of power, patronage, and social distance. Witches, Tea Plantations, and
Lives of Migrant Laborers in India should appeal to criminologists, sociologists, anthropologists,
labor historians, gender scholars, labor migration scholars, witch hunt and witchcraft accusation
global scholars, adivasi scholars, South Asian scholars, and anyone interested in India’s tribes,
witchcraft accusations, gender in a global world, labor conflict, and Indian tea plantations.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Food and Morality Susan R. Friedland, 2008 A
wide range of essays from English, American and overseas scholars who ponder contemporary
questions such as eating foie gras.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Timothy Asch and Ethnographic Film E.D
Lewis, 2004-02-24 Beautifully illustrated and featuring articles from many of Asch's friends,
colleagues, and collaborators as well as an important interview with Asch himself, this is an idea
introduction to his work.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: The Myth of the Holy Cow D. N. Jha,
2020-05-05 Hugely controversial upon its publication in India, this book has already been banned by
the Hyderabad Civil Court and the author's life has been threatened. Jha argues against the
historical sanctity of the cow in India, in an illuminating response to the prevailing attitudes about
beef that have been fiercely supported by the current Hindu right-wing government and the
fundamentalist groups backing it.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Witchcraft, Healing, and Popular Diseases Brian
P. Levack, 2012-10-12 Witchcraft and magical beliefs have captivated historians and artists for
millennia, and stimulated an extraordinary amount of research among scholars in a wide range of
disciplines. This new collection, from the editor of the highly acclaimed 1992 set, Articles
onWitchcraft, Magic, and Demonology, extends the earlier volumes by bringing together the most
important articles of the past twenty years and covering the profound changes in scholarly
perspective over the past two decades. Featuring thematically organized papers from a broad
spectrum of publications, the volumes in this set encompass the key issues and approaches to
witchcraft research in fields such as gender studies, anthropology, sociology, literature, history,
psychology, and law. This new collection provides students and researchers with an invaluable
resource, comprising the most important and influential discussions on this topic. A useful
introductory essay written by the editor precedes each volume.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: New Perspectives on Witchcraft, Magic, and
Demonology: Witchcraft, healing, and popular diseases Brian P. Levack, 2001 First Published in
2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Integrated Activism Alexis Zeigler, 2013-08-13



How do peak oil, climate change, and the limits of growth affect abortion rights, income equality,
and civil liberty? In this impassioned treatise, author and activist Alexis Zeigler reveals the hidden
connections between ecology, economics, politics, and social justice—and shows us how to use these
connections to effect real, long-lasting change. Most activist movements, says Zeigler, suffer from a
kind of tunnel vision in which the true causes and resulting side effects of the desired change are
left unexamined—rendering the movements shortsighted and unaware of their own long-term fallout.
We cannot effectively address our problems in isolation or with ecological blinders on. Instead we
must integrate our activism and ensure that all strategies and actions take into account the
historically demonstrated fact that a society’s environmental resources ultimately define its level of
freedom, fairness, and financial equity. Packed with surprising facts and eye-opening arguments,
Integrated Activism is a must-read not only for every serious activist, but also for anyone looking for
a solid, creditable philosophy and approach to building a fairer, freer, more sustainable future.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Theoretical Foundations of Law and
Economics Mark D. White, 2008-12-22 The economic approach to law, or 'law and economics', is by
far the most successful application of basic economic principles to another scholarly field, but most
of the critical appraisal of the field is scattered among law reviews and economics journals.
Theoretical Foundations of Law and Economics provides an original, book-length examination of the
methodology and philosophy of law and economics, featuring essays written by leading legal
scholars, philosophers, and economists. The contributors take issue with many of the key tenets of
the economic approach to law, such as its assumption of rational behavior, its reliance on market
analogies, and its adoption of efficiency as the primary goal of legal decision making. They discuss
the relevance of economics to the law in general, as well as to substantive areas of the law, such as
contracts, torts, and crime.
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Counter-Movements in the Sciences H.
Nowotny, H. Rose, 2012-12-06 Heretical thoughts in an orthodox series on sociology of the sciences?
Devils and science between the covers of one book? Games with ambivalence to mask collective
uncertainty? We anticipate similar future reactions from readers or reviewers when assessing the
way in which this volume has been assembled. But writings on counter-science, like the history of
colonialism, are usually written by the winners, therefore unequivocally partial and only too often
lacking in social imagination. In seeking to redress the balance, we admit to having been fully
receptive to the latter, of having displayed an un measured degree of sympathy with heretics and
outsiders, including practising scientists, and to letting science defend itself. The antithetical
relationship implied in the volume's title - Counter-movements in the Sciences - stands for what we
regard as an ongoing, open-ended process. In collecting material for this volume, we have brought
together voices speaking from different quarters: there are those who, although modestly claiming
to speak only for them selves, have set out to question sacred assumptions of scientific faith or to
cast doubt on well-known claims scientific knowledge holds over other forms of knowledge; others
have undertaken to demonstrate the fragility, ifnot untenability of attempts at demarcation between
science and other systems of belief or practice or shown that demarcations between different forms
of rationality rest on other than methodological grounds; finally, those who wish to re-arrange, by
mapping out some meta-point of surveillance, familiar territory, showing the need for rearrangement
and
  marvin harris cows pigs wars and witches: Health and Ritual in Morocco Josep Lluís Mateo
Dieste, 2012-10-12 In Health and Ritual in Morocco, J. L. Mateo Dieste analyzes the many notions of
the body in contemporary Morocco and shows how a rich universe of healing systems and rituals
conforms to social and historical power relationships.
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