1 wish stevie wonder tenor sax

**Exploring the Magic Behind "I Wish" by Stevie Wonder and the Tenor
Saxophone Influence**

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax — these words immediately bring to mind the
infectious groove and timeless funk of one of Stevie Wonder’s most iconic
songs. “I Wish,” released in 1976 as part of the legendary *Songs in the Key
of Life* album, stands out not only for its compelling lyrics and rhythmic
complexity but also for its vibrant horn arrangements. Among these, the tenor
saxophone plays a pivotal role in shaping the song’s unmistakable sound. In
this article, we’ll dive deep into how the tenor sax contributes to “I Wish,”
explore Stevie Wonder’s approach to horn sections, and unpack why this track
remains a benchmark for funk and soul enthusiasts and saxophonists alike.

The Role of the Tenor Saxophone in "I Wish"

When you listen closely to “I Wish,” the tenor saxophone isn’t just
background instrumentation-it’s a character on its own. The tenor sax
provides a rich, warm, and punchy tone that drives the horn section’s energy.
This instrument’s versatile range allows it to blend seamlessly with trumpets
and flutes, while also standing out during key melodic lines and riffs.

Why the Tenor Sax Stands Out in Funk Music

The tenor saxophone naturally lends itself to funk and soul music due to its
bold, expressive sound. In “I Wish,” the tenor sax’s syncopated riffs
complement the tight rhythm section, enhancing the song’s groove. Here’s why
it’s so effective:

- **Expressive Tone:** The tenor sax can produce both smooth melodies and
sharp staccato bursts, perfect for funk’s dynamic style.

- **Rhythmic Prowess:** Its ability to cut through dense arrangements makes
it ideal for accentuating rhythmic patterns.

- **Emotional Depth:** The saxophone adds a layer of emotion and soul, giving
the horns a voice that resonates with listeners.

Stevie Wonder’s Collaboration with Horn Players

Stevie Wonder isn’t just a masterful keyboardist and vocalist; he’'s also
renowned for his meticulous production skills. For “I Wish,” he collaborated
with some of the best horn players of the era, crafting arrangements that
highlight the tenor saxophone’s strengths. The horns don’t merely accompany
the song—they interact with the rhythm, creating an immersive and vibrant



soundscape.

Understanding the Musical Composition of “I
Wish” and Its Saxophone Lines

To truly appreciate the tenor sax in “I Wish,” it helps to break down the
song’s composition. The track is driven by a funky bassline, syncopated drum
patterns, and a horn section that punctuates the groove with sharp, rhythmic
phrases.

The Saxophone Riffs and Their Impact

The tenor sax riffs in “I Wish” are catchy and rhythmic, often employing
short bursts that mirror the drum’s hi-hat patterns. These riffs act as a
call-and-response element, bouncing off the bass and percussion. This
interplay creates a compelling groove that is both danceable and musically
intricate.

Techniques Used by the Saxophonists

Horn players on “I Wish” use a variety of techniques to give the tenor sax
lines their distinctive character:

- **Staccato Notes:** Quick, detached notes add punch and drive.

- **Vibrato:** Subtle vibrato adds warmth and expressiveness.

- **Dynamic Swells:** Volume changes create tension and release within the
horn section.

These techniques combined demonstrate how the tenor saxophone isn’t just
playing notes but telling a story within the song.

Why “I Wish” Remains a Saxophonist’s Favorite

For tenor saxophonists, “I Wish” is more than a classic track-it’s a
masterclass in funk phrasing and tone. Many musicians study the song to grasp
how to blend technical skill with soulful expression.

Learning from Stevie Wonder’s Arrangements

Studying the horn arrangements in “I Wish” provides valuable insights into:



- **Syncopation and Groove:** The saxophone lines teach the importance of
rhythm and timing.

- **Interaction with Other Instruments:** The way the tenor sax complements
bass and drums reveals how to fit within an ensemble.

- **Expressive Playing:** The tone and articulation demonstrate how to convey
emotion through an instrument.

Covering “I Wish” on Tenor Saxophone

If you're a tenor sax player looking to cover “I Wish,” here are some tips:

- **Focus on the Groove:** Don’t just play the notes—feel the rhythm and let
that inform your articulation.

- **Listen to the Original Horn Section:** Pay attention to dynamics and
phrasing.

- **¥Practice Syncopation:** The funk style depends heavily on off-beat
accents and rhythmic precision.

The Legacy of “I Wish” and Its Influence on
Modern Funk and Jazz

“I Wish” has influenced countless artists and genres, from neo-soul to
contemporary jazz. The tenor saxophone’s role in the track helped cement the
instrument as a staple in funk ensembles.

Modern Artists Inspired by the Tenor Sax in "I Wish"

Many modern saxophonists cite Stevie Wonder’s horn arrangements as
inspiration. Contemporary funk and jazz musicians often incorporate similar
tenor sax riffs and techniques, blending classic grooves with modern
sensibilities.

Sampling and Covers Featuring Tenor Saxophone

The song’s distinctive horn lines have been sampled and covered extensively,
with the tenor saxophone parts frequently highlighted. This ongoing legacy
shows how “I Wish” continues to resonate with new generations of musicians
and fans.



Exploring the Equipment and Sound Behind the
Tenor Sax in “I Wish”

The unique sound of the tenor saxophone in “I Wish” also owes much to the
instruments and recording techniques used during the mid-1970s.

Typical Saxophones and Mouthpieces of the Era

Saxophonists at the time often played Selmer Mark VI tenor saxophones, known
for their rich tone and responsiveness. Mouthpieces with medium tip openings
were favored to balance brightness and control.

Studio Recording Techniques for Horn Sections

Engineers captured the tenor sax’s warmth by using condenser microphones
positioned to catch both direct sound and room ambience. This approach gave
the horns a lively, organic presence that feels vibrant and immediate.

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of “I Wish” and
Its Tenor Sax Appeal

The phrase i wish stevie wonder tenor sax captures more than just an interest
in an instrument or a song-it embodies a fascination with the creative genius
that made “I Wish” a timeless funk anthem. The tenor saxophone’s role in this
track is a shining example of how a single instrument can elevate a song’s
groove, emotion, and memorability. Whether you’re a fan, a saxophonist, or a
music lover, exploring the nuances behind the horn section in “I Wish” offers
a rewarding glimpse into one of Stevie Wonder’s most brilliant musical
moments.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally played the tenor saxophone on Stevie
Wonder's song "I Wish"?

The tenor saxophone on Stevie Wonder's "I Wish" was played by Raymond
Maldonado, a member of Wonder's band during the recording.



What role does the tenor saxophone play in Stevie
Wonder's "I Wish"?

The tenor saxophone provides a funky and rhythmic horn line that contributes
to the song's distinctive groove and overall upbeat feel.

Is "I Wish" by Stevie Wonder considered a funk or
soul track?

"I Wish" is primarily considered a funk track, featuring strong rhythmic
elements and prominent horn sections, including tenor saxophone.

Can I learn to play the tenor saxophone part from
Stevie Wonder's "I Wish"?

Yes, many saxophone players learn the tenor sax part from "I Wish" as it
features classic funk lines; sheet music and tutorials are available online.

What key is the tenor saxophone part in Stevie
Wonder's "I Wish" played in?

The tenor saxophone part in "I Wish" is typically played in the key of E
minor, matching the song's funk groove.

How can I replicate the tenor sax sound from Stevie
Wonder's "I Wish"?

To replicate the tenor sax sound, use a sax with a bright, punchy tone, play
with rhythmic precision, and emphasize syncopated funk phrasing.

Has Stevie Wonder ever performed "I Wish" live with
a tenor saxophone solo?

Yes, Stevie Wonder has performed "I Wish" live with extended horn sections,
featuring tenor saxophone solos to highlight the song's funk roots.

Are there any famous tenor saxophonists associated
with Stevie Wonder's music?

While Stevie Wonder's music features talented saxophonists, none are as
prominently famous as Wonder himself; however, his band members like Raymond
Maldonado are noted for their contributions.

What makes the tenor saxophone part in "I Wish"



stand out in funk music?

The tenor saxophone part in "I Wish" stands out due to its catchy, rhythmic
motifs, tight horn arrangements, and its role in driving the song's
infectious groove.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Intricacies of "I Wish" by Stevie Wonder and the Role of the
Tenor Saxophone**

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax is a phrase that often sparks curiosity among
music enthusiasts and saxophone aficionados alike. Stevie Wonder’s 1976 funk
anthem "I Wish," from the iconic album *Songs in the Key of Life*, is
celebrated for its infectious groove and intricate horn arrangements. While
Stevie Wonder himself is primarily known for his vocals and keyboard prowess,
the tenor saxophone plays a pivotal role in the song’s dynamic brass section,
adding depth and character to the overall sound. This article delves into the
significance of the tenor saxophone in "I Wish," analyzing its contribution,
the musicianship behind the performance, and its impact on the song’s
enduring popularity.

Understanding the Musical Landscape of "I Wish"

"I Wish" stands as one of Stevie Wonder’s most recognizable tracks,
showcasing a masterful blend of funk, soul, and R&B elements. The song’s
distinctive horn riff, driven by a brass ensemble, creates a vibrant,
rhythmic foundation that complements Wonder’s lively vocals. The tenor
saxophone, nestled within this horn section, contributes a warm, robust tone
that enriches the harmonic texture.

The arrangement is a prime example of 1970s funk orchestrations, where horns
not only provide background support but also engage in melodic interplay with
the rhythm section. The tenor saxophone’s role is crucial in maintaining the
groove’s momentum and adding a soulful edge to the brass punches.

The Role of Tenor Saxophone in the Horn Section

In "I Wish," the horn section typically consists of trumpet, trombone, and
saxophones, including alto and tenor saxophones. The tenor saxophone’s timbre
is characterized by its mid-range warmth and expressive capability, making it
ideal for funk and soul genres. Its sound bridges the brightness of trumpets
and the depth of trombones, creating a balanced sonic palette.

The tenor saxophone lines in "I Wish" are rhythmic and punchy, often playing



syncopated riffs that interact tightly with the drum and bass patterns. These
parts require precise timing and dynamic control from the player to
complement the song’s energy without overpowering other instruments.

The Musicians Behind the Tenor Sax in "I Wish"

Stevie Wonder collaborated with some of the finest session musicians on
*Songs in the Key of Life*, including accomplished horn players. While the
album credits list various instrumentalists, the exact personnel for each
horn part in "I Wish" has been the subject of discussion among fans and
historians.

Notably, Michael "Mike" Sembello, a guitarist and session musician,
contributed to the album, but the tenor saxophone parts are generally
attributed to seasoned horn players such as Steve Madaio (trumpet) and Trevor
Laurence (saxophone). Trevor Laurence’s tenor saxophone work on the track is
often praised for its precision and soulful tone, which complements Stevie
Wonder’s intricate arrangements.

Technical Features of the Tenor Sax Performance

The tenor saxophone in "I Wish" showcases several technical elements that
highlight the musician’s skill and the instrument’s versatility:

e Syncopation: The saxophone lines are rhythmically syncopated, aligning
with the funk groove and creating a compelling push-and-pull effect.

e Dynamic range: The player employs variations in volume and attack, from
sharp staccato notes to smoother legato phrases.

e Articulation: Crisp tonguing and breath control contribute to the
clarity and punch of the horn parts.

e Harmonic support: The tenor saxophone often doubles or harmonizes with
the trumpet and trombone, enriching the chordal texture.

These features not only elevate the arrangement but also demonstrate the
tenor saxophone’s adaptability within a funk ensemble.

Comparing the Tenor Saxophone’s Role in "I



Wish" to Other Stevie Wonder Tracks

While "I Wish" prominently features the tenor saxophone in its horn section,
other Stevie Wonder songs from the same era also incorporate saxophones,
albeit with different stylistic approaches.

For example, "Sir Duke," another horn-driven hit from *Songs in the Key of
Life*, employs a more celebratory brass arrangement with prominent alto
saxophone solos. In contrast, "I Wish" utilizes the tenor saxophone more
rhythmically, emphasizing groove over melodic solos.

This comparative perspective reveals Stevie Wonder’s nuanced use of horn
instruments to achieve varied emotional effects. The tenor saxophone’s role
in "I Wish" exemplifies its function as both a rhythmic and harmonic
contributor, rather than as a solo lead.

Influence on Future Funk and R&B Horn Arrangements

The saxophone work on "I Wish," particularly the tenor saxophone, has
influenced countless artists and horn sections in funk, R&B, and even hip-hop
productions. The integration of tightly arranged horn riffs with rhythmic
precision became a template for later bands and producers seeking to
replicate that infectious groove.

Modern funk and neo-soul acts often cite Stevie Wonder’'s horn arrangements as
a benchmark, with many saxophonists studying the tenor saxophone parts in "I
Wish" to understand the blend of technical skill and soulful expression
required.

Exploring the Cultural Impact of "I Wish" and
Its Instrumentation

Beyond its musical technicalities, "I Wish" holds cultural significance 1in
representing 1970s African American music innovation. The tenor saxophone’s
contribution to the track is part of a larger narrative where horn sections
served as voices of celebration, resilience, and social expression.

The energetic brass lines, including the tenor saxophone, embody the
jubilance and nostalgia expressed in the lyrics, which reflect on childhood
memories. The instrument’s warm tone resonates with the song’s themes, making
the arrangement an integral part of its storytelling.



Pros and Cons of the Tenor Sax in the Mix of "I
Wish"

While the tenor saxophone’s inclusion is generally celebrated, some listeners
and audio engineers note certain challenges in the song’s mix that affect the
instrument’s prominence:

* Pros:
o Provides a rich midrange tone that balances other horns
o Adds rhythmic complexity to the horn section

o Enhances the overall groove and energy

e Cons:

o Occasionally blends into the mix, making it less distinguishable
for casual listeners

o The densely packed horn arrangement may overshadow individual
saxophone lines

These observations highlight the delicate balance required in mixing horn-
heavy tracks, especially in genres like funk where multiple brass instruments
interplay.

Learning from "I Wish": Saxophone Techniques
for Aspiring Musicians

For tenor saxophonists aspiring to emulate the style found in "I Wish,"
several lessons emerge from studying the track:

1. Focus on groove: Mastering rhythmic precision and syncopation is
essential.

2. Blend with the section: Developing a keen ear for balance and
harmonization within a horn ensemble.



3. Dynamic control: Practicing variations in volume and articulation to add
expressiveness.

4. Listening skills: Understanding how the saxophone interacts with rhythm
and melody in a full band setting.

By incorporating these elements, musicians can capture the essence of the
tenor saxophone’s role in "I Wish" and similar funk compositions.

The phrase "i wish stevie wonder tenor sax" encapsulates not just a curiosity
about a specific instrument in a particular song, but a gateway into
exploring the nuanced artistry behind one of Stevie Wonder’s most celebrated
tracks. The tenor saxophone’s presence in "I Wish" is a testament to the
instrument’s capacity to enrich funk music, providing both rhythmic drive and
soulful character. Understanding this role enhances appreciation for the
complex musical craftsmanship that defines Stevie Wonder’s enduring legacy.

I Wish Stevie Wonder Tenor Sax

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: 100 Ultimate Smooth Jazz Grooves for Tenor Sax and Bb
instruments Andrew D. Gordon, 2022-03-15 100 Ultimate Smooth Jazz Riffs for Tenor Sax and Bb
instruments Catalog No. ADG226 Author Andrew D. Gordon Publisher A.D.G. Productions With the
continued worldwide success of the book series Ultra Smooth Jazz Grooves that I co-authored with
sax player Frank Villafranca based on compositions that we wrote for our band The Super Groovers,
I have now authored this series of Smooth Jazz books for the following instruments:
Piano/Keyboards, Guitar/Bass, Flute, Clarinet, Violin, Tenor and Alto Saxes, Trumpet and Trombone.
Smooth Jazz covers a wide variety of different styles and I have combined elements of Jazz, Rock,
Pop, Blues, Latin, Gospel, Funk and R&B, Classical, Folk, New Age styles into the examples in the
book. Smooth Jazz” is a genre of music that is predominately instrumental, usually very melodic in
nature and in most cases features some jazz improvisation. and is usually performed at a medium
tempo and tends to feature piano /keyboards, saxophone, trumpet, and guitar as the most common
lead instruments playing the melody. Most Smooth Jazz is well produced and has memorable
melodies over a backdrop of multiple tracks of rhythm instruments, keyboards, guitar, strings, synth
pads, drums and percussion. Each riff has been recorded with the solo melodic instrument along
with a rhythm backing track of guitar, keyboards/synths, bass, drums/percussion followed by just the
backing tracks for you to practice with. Also included are backing tracks playing the chord
progression through 10 times giving you extended time to practice your improvisational skills using
the riffs in the book and developing them into your own style.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: 100 Ultimate Soul, Funk and R&B Grooves for Bass
Andrew D. Gordon, 2020 Catalog Number: ADG206 Author: Andrew D. Gordon Publisher: ADG
Productions Andrew D. Gordon, world renowned music educator, author of over 80 music
educational products, has written a series of books called 100 Ultimate Soul, Funk and R&B Groves
for various instruments including Piano/Keyboards, Organ, Tenor and Alto Sax, Flute, Trumpet,
Trombone, Guitar. This version is for Bass. As playing funk styles is a passion of Andrew’s, he has


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/i-wish-stevie-wonder-tenor-sax.pdf

written this instructional book “100 Ultimate Soul, Funk and R&B Grooves” based on the influences
of the great Funk, Soul and R&B artists such as: James Brown, Herbie Hancock, The Crusaders,
Average White Band, Marvin Gaye, Miles Davis, Stevie Wonder, Parliament, Ramsey Lewis, Booker T
and The MG’s, MFSB, Billy Preston etc. Besides the afore-mentioned styles Andrew has also added a
few grooves that are Afro-Caribbean such as: Latin, Reggae and Calypso. Each of the 100 grooves
have been recorded with the Bass part playing along with a rhythm section of guitar, drums,
keyboards and in many of the grooves, percussion. There is also a three minute Play-A-Long track for
each of the 100 grooves minus the Bass part so that you can practice along with the rhythm tracks
adding up to over 5 hours of Play-A-Long tracks.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Clarinet and Saxophone , 2004

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1968

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Motown Encyclopedia Graham Betts, 2014-06-02 Motown
means different things to different people. The mere mention of perhaps the most iconic record label
in history is often enough to invoke memories and mental images of Marvin Gaye, Diana Ross, Stevie
Wonder, The Temptations, The Jackson 5, The Supremes and numerous others. With each group
recalled, there is an accompanying piece of music of the mind, from Baby Love, My Girl, Signed
Sealed Delivered, I Heard It Through The Grapevine, ABC and Tears Of A Clown and countless more.
Quite often, you can ask people what kind of music they like and they will simply answer ‘Motown’,
and both they, and you, know exactly what is meant. Or rather, what is implied. The Motown they
are invariably thinking of is the label that dominated the charts in the mid 1960s with a succession
of radio friendly, dance orientated hits, most of which were written and produced by the trio of Brian
Holland, Lamont Dozier and Eddie Holland. This period is referred to, naturally enough, as the
Golden Era, when Motown was not only the dominant force in its home city of Detroit but carried
The Sound of Young America all around the world. The kind of music that had them Dancing In the
Street from Los Angeles to London, Miami to Munich and San Francisco to Sydney. It was the kind
of music that attracted scores of imitators; some good, some not so good. The kind of music that
appealed to the public and presidents alike, and still does. It was that Motown that this book was
intended to be about. However, when you start digging deeper into the Motown story, you realise
that throughout its life (which, for the purposes of this book, is its formation in 1959 through to its
sale in 1988) it was constantly trying other musical genres, looking to grab hits out of jazz, country,
pop, rock, middle of the road and whatever else might be happening at the time. Of course it wasn’t
particularly successful at some of the other genres, although those who claim Motown never did
much in the rock market conveniently overlook the healthy sales figures achieved by Rare Earth, the
group, and focus instead on the total sales achieved on Rare Earth, the label. This book, therefore,
contains biographies of all 684 artists who had releases on Motown and their various imprints, as
well as biographies of 16 musicians, 23 producers, 19 writers and 13 executives. There are also
details of the 50 or so labels that Motown owned, licensed to or licensed from. All nine films and the
17 soundtracks are also featured. Every Motown single and album and EP that made the Top Ten of
the pop charts in either the US or UK also have their own entries, with 222 singles, 84 albums and
five EPs being featured. Finally, there are 36 other entries, covering such topics as the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, the Motortown Revues, Grammy Awards and the most played Motown songs on radio.
The 1,178 entries cover every aspect of Motown and more - of the link between Granny in The
Beverly Hillbillies and Wonder Woman, of the artists from Abbey Tavern Singers to Zulema, and the
hits from ABC to You Really Got A Hold On Me. The Motown Encyclopedia is the story of Motown
Records; Yesterday, Today, Forever.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: The Billboard Book of Number One Rhythm & Blues Hits
Adam White, Fred Bronson, 1993 Documents the history of rhythm and blues music by examining
every song to top the Billboard R & B singles chart between 1965 and 1990 and offers inside stories
from the singers, musicians, songwriters, arrangers, and producers who created the hits.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Cadence Bob Rusch, 1996




i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: All Music Guide Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra, Stephen
Thomas Erlewine, 2001-11 Arranged in sixteen musical categories, provides entries for twenty
thousand releases from four thousand artists, and includes a history of each musical genre.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Musician , 1996

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Down Beat , 1980 The contemporary music magazine.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: The United States Air Force Band Diamond Anniversary
Celebration (1941-2016) Joe Tersero, Harry H. Gleeson, 2016

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: American Chronicle Lois G. Gordon, Alan Gordon, 1987 All
the news, radio, television, movie, popular and classical music, theater, art, dance, literary, science
and technology, sports, and fashion highlights of every year from 1920 to 1980 are recorded. Facts
and figures, headlines, quotas, ads, fads, firsts, and anecdotes-- as well as more than 250
photographs--supplement the listings.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Windplayer , 1990

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Schwann Compact Disc Catalog , 1987

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Jazz Times , 2007

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Ebony, 1973-08 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: The Rolling Stone Jazz & Blues Album Guide John
Swenson, 1999 The most comprehensive guide to jazz and blues recordings in print, including
reviews of more than ten thousand albums. An essential book for any music fan's library.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: The Penguin Encyclopedia of Popular Music Donald
Clarke, 1998 From Abba to ZZ Top via Oasis, James Brown and Frank Sinatra, The Penguin
Encyclopedia of Popular Music has been revised and updated to include a range of new,
contemporary entries from the Britpop scene to world music. Featuring songwriters, musicians,
record labels and musical styles, it is a mine of information on today's music the world over.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: Soul Serenade Timothy R. Hoover, 2022-11-15 Although in
2000 he became the first sideman inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, “King Curtis” Ousley
never lived to accept his award. Tragically, he was murdered outside his New York City home in
1971. At that moment, thirty-seven-year-old King Curtis was widely regarded as the greatest R & B
saxophone player of all time. He also may have been the most prolific, having recorded with well
over two hundred artists during an eighteen-year span. Soul Serenade is the definitive biography of
one of the most influential musicians of the 50s, 60s, and early 70s. Timothy R. Hoover chronicles
King Curtis’s meteoric rise from a humble Texas farm to the recording studios of Memphis, Muscle
Shoals, and New York City as well as to some of the world’s greatest music stages, including the
Apollo Theatre, Fillmore West, and Montreux Jazz Festival. Curtis’s “chicken-scratch” solos on the
Coasters’ Yakety Yak changed the role of the saxophone in rock & roll forever. His band opened for
the Beatles at their famous Shea Stadium concert in 1965. He also backed his “little sister” and
close friend Aretha Franklin on nearly all of her tours and Atlantic Records productions from 1967
until his death. Soul Serenade is the result of more than twenty years of interviews and research. It
is the most comprehensive exploration of Curtis’s complex personality: his contagious sense of
humor and endearing southern elegance as well as his love for gambling and his sometimes
aggressive temperament. Hoover explores Curtis’s vibrant relationships and music-making with the
likes of Buddy Holly, Sam Cooke, Isaac Hayes, Jimi Hendrix, Aretha Franklin, Otis Redding, Sam
Moore, Donny Hathaway, and Duane Allman, among many others.

i wish stevie wonder tenor sax: The Sensible Sound , 1993
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