herschel and the hanukkah goblins

Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins: A Magical Hanukkah Tale

herschel and the hanukkah goblins is a beloved children's story that has
captured the hearts of readers for decades. Authored by Eric Kimmel and
beautifully illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman, this enchanting book combines
humor, tradition, and a touch of spooky excitement to bring the spirit of
Hanukkah to life in a way that resonates with young and old alike. Whether
you're discovering it for the first time or revisiting a cherished holiday
classic, the story of Herschel and his brave battle against the mischievous
goblins is a perfect addition to any Hanukkah celebration.

The Story Behind Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins

At its core, Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins tells the tale of Herschel, a
clever and courageous young man who ventures into a dark, goblin-infested
cave to light the Hanukkah menorah. The goblins, who live in the cave, try to
scare him away in various imaginative ways, but Herschel’s wit and faith help
him outsmart them one by one. This narrative brings together elements of
Jewish folklore, holiday tradition, and a classic “good versus evil” theme
that makes the story both engaging and meaningful.

Origins and Author’s Inspiration

Eric Kimmel, a prolific author known for his Jewish-themed children’s books,
wrote Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins to introduce children to the Hanukkah
story in a captivating way. Drawing inspiration from traditional folktales
and the holiday’'s themes of light overcoming darkness, Kimmel crafted a story
that not only entertains but also educates. The character of Herschel is
based on the archetype of the clever Jewish folk hero who uses brains rather
than brawn to overcome obstacles.

IlTlustrations That Bring the Story to Life

Trina Schart Hyman’s illustrations are a significant part of what makes this
book so special. Her detailed, atmospheric artwork adds depth and excitement
to the story, creating a spooky yet festive mood that perfectly complements
the text. The goblins are depicted with a mix of menace and whimsy, making
them intriguing rather than terrifying for younger readers. The vibrant
depictions of the menorah and Hanukkah symbols also serve as visual cues that
help familiarize children with the holiday’s traditions.



Why Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins Is a
Holiday Staple

There are many reasons why Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins has remained a
favorite in Jewish households and schools for years. Beyond its entertaining
storyline, the book serves as a bridge between cultural heritage and modern
storytelling.

Teaching Hanukkah Values Through Storytelling

At its heart, Hanukkah is a celebration of courage, faith, and the triumph of
light over darkness. Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins embodies these values
in a way that is easy for children to understand. Herschel’s bravery in
facing the goblins mirrors the historical bravery of the Maccabees, and the
lighting of the menorah symbolizes hope and perseverance. This story provides
a wonderful opportunity for parents and educators to discuss the meaning of
Hanukkah beyond the candles and latkes.

Engaging Children with Jewish Folklore and Humor

One of the strengths of Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins is its playful
tone. The goblins’ antics and Herschel’s clever retorts inject humor into the
story, making it fun for kids while also engaging them in Jewish folklore.
This blend of humor and tradition helps children connect with their cultural
heritage in an enjoyable way, fostering a sense of identity and pride.

Incorporating Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins
Into Hanukkah Celebrations

If you're looking to add a new dimension to your family’'s Hanukkah
traditions, Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins offers plenty of creative
possibilities.

Storytime and Family Reading

Reading the book aloud during Hanukkah can become a cherished ritual. The
rhythmic prose and dramatic scenes make it a perfect choice for interactive
reading sessions. Parents can use different voices for Herschel and the
goblins, enhancing the storytelling experience. It’'s also a great way to
introduce younger children to Jewish history and customs in a way that feels
accessible.



Crafts and Activities Inspired by the Story

Many families and educators enjoy using Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins as
a springboard for creative projects. Some ideas include:

e Making paper goblin masks or puppets to act out scenes from the book
e Creating menorah crafts inspired by the illustrations

e Organizing a “goblin hunt” game to engage kids in problem-solving and
teamwork

e Discussing the symbolism of light and darkness, then crafting homemade
candles or lanterns

These activities not only deepen children’s connection to the story but also
reinforce the themes of Hanukkah in a hands-on, memorable way.

Expanding the Experience: Other Books and
Adaptations

Fans of Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins often seek out other works that
explore similar themes or expand on the character of Herschel.

Sequels and Related Stories

Eric Kimmel has written several other books featuring Herschel, such as
*Herschel and the Hanukkah Miracle* and *Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins’
Return*. These stories continue the adventures of the clever protagonist,
introducing new challenges and lessons tied to Jewish culture and traditions.
Exploring these titles can keep the holiday spirit alive throughout the year.

Theatrical and Musical Adaptations

Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins has also inspired stage adaptations and
musical performances, especially in Jewish community centers and schools.
These productions bring the story to life in new ways, combining music,
drama, and dance to engage audiences of all ages. Participating in or
attending one of these performances can be a wonderful way to experience the
story’s magic firsthand.



Why Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins Resonates
Today

In an age when holiday traditions compete with countless distractions,
Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins offers a timeless story that speaks to
universal themes of courage, perseverance, and the power of light. Its blend
of folklore, humor, and cultural education makes it a valuable tool for
families wanting to pass on the meaning of Hanukkah to the next generation.

Moreover, the story’s focus on cleverness and faith rather than violence
offers a refreshing message that problems can be solved with intelligence and
hope. This is a lesson that remains relevant not only during Hanukkah but in
everyday life.

Whether you’re reading the book for the first time or revisiting it as a
beloved tradition, Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins continues to inspire and
delight, reminding us all of the magic and meaning at the heart of the
Festival of Lights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the story of 'Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins' about?

The story follows Herschel, a clever and brave young boy, as he confronts and
outsmarts a series of mischievous goblins who try to ruin the Hanukkah
celebrations in his village.

Who is the author of 'Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins'?

The book was written by Eric Kimmel, a well-known author of Jewish children's
literature.

What themes are explored in 'Herschel and the
Hanukkah Goblins'?

The story explores themes of bravery, cleverness, the importance of
tradition, and the celebration of Hanukkah.

Why is 'Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins' popular
during Hanukkah?

It is popular because it combines holiday traditions with an engaging and



entertaining story that teaches values and the significance of Hanukkah in a
fun way for children.

Has 'Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins' been adapted
into other formats?

Yes, the book has been adapted into plays and animated versions, making it
accessible for school performances and family entertainment during the
Hanukkah season.

What age group is 'Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins' best suited for?

The book is best suited for children aged 4 to 8, as it features simple
language, engaging illustrations, and a captivating story appropriate for
early readers.

Additional Resources

**Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins: A Timeless Tale of Courage and
Tradition**

herschel and the hanukkah goblins is a celebrated children’s book that has
resonated with readers for decades, blending rich Jewish folklore with
captivating storytelling. Written by Eric Kimmel and illustrated by Trina
Schart Hyman, this classic has become a staple in Jewish households and
educational settings, especially during the Hanukkah season. The narrative
not only entertains but also imparts valuable lessons about bravery, faith,
and the importance of tradition, making it a subject worthy of closer
examination.

Exploring the Narrative and Themes of Herschel
and the Hanukkah Goblins

At its core, Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins tells the story of Herschel, a
clever and brave man who confronts a series of goblins attempting to prevent
the lighting of the Hanukkah menorah. Each night, a new goblin appears to
challenge Herschel’s resolve, but with wit and determination, he overcomes
their tricks and ensures that the menorah can be lit, symbolizing the
perseverance of light over darkness.

The book effectively intertwines elements of Jewish culture with universal
themes. The Hanukkah menorah, or hanukkiah, is central to the story, serving
as both a literal and symbolic beacon of hope and tradition. The goblins
represent obstacles and fears that one might face, especially in preserving



cultural identity. Through Herschel'’s encounters, readers are invited to
reflect on the significance of faith and courage in overcoming adversity.

Literary Style and Artistic Contributions

Eric Kimmel’s writing in Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins is both accessible
and evocative. His use of rhythmic language and repetition helps to build
suspense while making the story engaging for children. The dialogue between
Herschel and the goblins is sharp and witty, adding layers of humor and
tension that appeal to a broad audience.

Complementing Kimmel’s narrative are Trina Schart Hyman’s illustrations,
which have been widely praised for their vivid detail and atmospheric
qualities. Hyman’s artwork employs a dark yet enchanting palette that echoes
the story’s themes of night, mystery, and light. The goblins are depicted
with a blend of menace and whimsy, making them memorable antagonists without
veering into overt scariness. This balance is crucial for maintaining the
book’s suitability for young readers while retaining dramatic impact.

The Cultural Impact and Educational Value of
Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins

Since its publication in 1989, Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins has become
more than just a storybook; it is a cultural touchstone that introduces
children to Hanukkah traditions in an engaging way. Its repeated use in
schools, libraries, and synagogues testifies to its effectiveness as both an
educational tool and a source of entertainment.

Promoting Jewish Heritage Through Storytelling

By centering the narrative around the lighting of the Hanukkah menorah, the
book provides readers—Jewish and non-Jewish alike—with insight into the
holiday’s customs and symbolic meanings. This kind of cultural storytelling
is significant in fostering understanding and appreciation of Jewish
heritage, especially in multicultural and interfaith contexts.

Teaching Moral Lessons and Critical Thinking

Herschel’s confrontations with the goblins are more than plot devices; they
serve as moral quandaries that encourage readers to think critically about
courage, problem-solving, and perseverance. Herschel’s success stems not from
physical strength but from intelligence and steadfastness, promoting values



that resonate universally.

Courage: Facing fears embodied by the goblins.

Faith: Commitment to tradition despite challenges.

Ingenuity: Using wit to overcome obstacles.

Hope: Belief in the triumph of light over darkness.

Comparative Analysis: Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins Within Holiday Literature

When placed alongside other holiday-themed children’s books, Herschel and the
Hanukkah Goblins stands out for its unique blend of folklore, cultural
education, and suspenseful narrative. While many Hanukkah books focus
primarily on explaining the historical background or celebrating festive
customs, this story introduces an element of fantasy and adventure that
enhances engagement.

For example, compared to books like *The Latke Who Couldn't Stop Screaming*
by Lemony Snicket, which uses humor and satire, Herschel and the Hanukkah
Goblins adopts a more traditional fairy-tale tone. This approach allows it to
appeal to families seeking a narrative that honors the solemnity and mystery
of Hanukkah while still captivating children’s imaginations.

Pros and Cons in Contemporary Context

e Pros:

[¢]

Richly woven cultural narrative that educates and entertains.

[¢]

Illustrations that enhance mood and deepen immersion.

[¢]

Timeless themes that are universally relatable.

[¢]

Engages children in active problem-solving through story.

e Cons:

o Some goblin depictions might be perceived as slightly frightening



for very young readers.

o The traditional storytelling style might not appeal to children
accustomed to faster-paced narratives.

Despite minor drawbacks, Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins remains a beloved
classic that continues to inspire new generations.

Availability and Adaptations

Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins is widely available in print and digital
formats, making it accessible to a global audience. Over the years, it has
also inspired stage adaptations and audio narrations, further extending its
reach beyond the page. These adaptations often emphasize the story’s dramatic
and musical potential, highlighting its versatility as a work of children’s
literature.

The enduring popularity of this book underscores the importance of preserving
cultural stories through various media, providing multiple entry points for
children to connect with their heritage.

In exploring Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins, one discovers a narrative
that transcends its role as a holiday tale, offering a profound celebration
of light, tradition, and the human spirit’s resilience. Its place in both
Jewish cultural education and children’s literature is well-earned,
continuing to illuminate minds and hearts year after year.

Herschel And The Hanukkah Goblins

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins Eric A. Kimmel, 1989
Caldecott Honor Book, 1990.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins Eric A. Kimmel,
2014-08-31 The classic Hanukkah tale, shared by families all around the world-- now available in a
beautiful anniversary edition. A Caldecott Honor book. A gift edition of this title is also available,
featuring a slipcase and fold-out poster. (ISBN: 9780823452552) An original tale featuring a
traditional Jewish folk hero, this clever story, which received a Sydney Taylor Honor, has been a
family favorite for decades. On the first night of Hanukkah, a weary traveler named Hershel of
Ostropol eagerly approaches a village, where plenty of latkes and merriment should warm him. But
when he arrives not a single candle is lit. A band of frightful goblins has taken over the synagogue,
and the villagers cannot celebrate at all! Hershel vows to help them. Using his wits, the clever
trickster faces down one goblin after the next, night after night. But can one man alone save
Hanukkah and live to tell the tale? Trina Schart Hyman's leering goblins are equal parts terrifying
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and ridiculous as they match wits with Hershel, trying to keep him from lighting the menorah and
celebrating Hanukkah. This beautiful 25th Anniversary Edition includes an insightful afterword from
the author and publisher explaining the book's origins, and remembering Trina Schart Hyman, the
illustrator who brought the tale to life. This classic picture book is a perfect Hanukkah gift and a
wonderful read-aloud. For more tales of this clever folk hero, read The Adventures of Hershel of
Ostropol— another collaboration between master storyteller Eric A. Kimmel and Trina Schart
Hyman. Caldecott Honor Book ALA Notable Children’s Book NCTE Notable Children’s Book in the
Language Arts A Sydney Taylor Award Honor Book Colorado Children’s Book Award Washington
Children's Choice Picture Book Award

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins (Gift Edition With
Poster) Eric A. Kimmel, 2022-10-04 Boxed Poster and Book Gift Set The perfect Hanukkah gift for
the whole family! This beloved Caldecott Honor classic will delight readers each night of the holiday.
A masterpiece.—Jason Chin, Caldecott Medal Winning Illustrator of Watercress For more than thirty
years, this clever story of a folk hero outwitting dreadful goblins has been a staple of family
Hanukkah celebrations. Celebrate the holiday and family tradition this season by sharing this
elegant gift edition of the treasured classic with beautiful foil detailing and slipcase. Unfold a poster
showcasing the evocative artwork, and read the insightful afterword from the 25th Anniversary
Edition explaining the book's origins and remembering Trina Schart Hyman. Adapted from a
Ukrainian folktale, with an imaginative twist from master storyteller Eric Kimmel and featuring the
timeless illustrations of Caldecott Medalist Trina Schart Hyman, Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins
is a true classic of children's literature. A haunting tale with a warm heart, Hershel of Ostropol
arrives at a village on the first night of Hanukkah but finds the villagers too afraid to light a single
candle! Goblins with spindly claws and twisted faces are haunting the synagogue. Hershel vows to
break the curse. The clever trickster faces down one goblin after the next, night after night, until he
meets the terrifying King of Goblins. It will take all of Hershel’s wits to trick the King of Goblins to
light the Menorah himself. This classic picture book is a perfect Hanukkah gift and a wonderful
read-aloud. Caldecott Honor Book ALA Notable Children’s Book NCTE Notable Children’s Book in
the Language Arts A Sydney Taylor Award Honor Book Colorado Children’s Book Award Washington
Children's Choice Picture Book Award

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins Eric A. Kimmel,
Frank Schaffer Publications, 1994

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins Eric A. Kimmel,
2014-05-14 Relates how Hershel outwits the goblins that haunt the old synagogue and prevent the
village people from celebrating Hanukkah.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: The Adventures of Hershel of Ostropol , 1995 Stories
about a clever man who lived by his wits as his pockets were always empty.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins Eric A Kimmel,
2015-09-29 A traveler rids a village synagogue of ghosts in this adaptation of the 1990 Caldecott
Honor Book.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: 100 Things You Don't Wanna Know about Herschel and
the Hanukkah Goblins Adam Orek, 2013-01 In this book, we have hand-picked the most
sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original and musing book reviews
of Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins. Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to
shock with their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others
may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have
nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: The Most Intimate Revelations about Hershel and
the Hanukkah Goblins Joseph Garling, 2013-01 In this book, we have hand-picked the most
sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original and musing book reviews
of Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins. Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to
shock with their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others



may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have
nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Educating Esm[] Esm[] Raji Codell, 2001-01-01 An
enthusiastic first-year teacher in the Chicago public school system reveals her frustrations,
achievements, and struggles to maintain her individuality in the face of incompetent administrators,
abusive parents, gang members, and weary teachers.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Best Jewish Books for Children and Teens Silver,
2011-01-01 Linda Silver selected the titles that represent the best in writing, illustration, reader
appeal, and authentically Jewish content--in picture books, fiction and non-fiction, for readers
ranging from early childhood through the high school years.--P. [4] of cover.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Watchers in the Woods Stephen Krensky, 2007-01-01
Describes history and pop culture surrounding dwarfs, elves, and other woodland creatures.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Story Hour Jeri Kladder, 2003-07-10 Story time at the
public library is the first exposure to books outside the home for many preschool children. For the
librarian, it is an exciting opportunity to instill in youngsters a love of reading and books. But coming
up with new ideas that hold the children’s attention can be trying. Until now. Here are 55
tried-and-true story hour programs with a thematic approach. All are highly flexible and adaptable
across the full preschool age range. Most of the ideas are arranged under one of eight specific
themes that include four to eight one-hour programs: barnyard animals, the Caldecott Medal, colors,
families, a storytelling feast, the five senses, reptiles and amphibians, and around the world. There
are also 18 individual holiday and seasonal programs. All story hours provide ideas for name tags,
suggested audiovisual materials, recommended story, poetry and song selections, additional titles
and a full description of the activity.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Solo Vocal Works on Jewish Themes Kenneth Jaffe,
2011 Solo Vocal Works on Jewish Themes: A Bibliography of Jewish Composers is a comprehensive
and annotated compendium of stage, concert, and liturgical compositions written by Jewish
composers from every known time period and country. Kenneth Jaffe has amassed nearly 3,000
large-scale musical works for solo voice(s) on Jewish themes, written by Jewish composers. The
works include over 400 cantatas, 150 oratorios, almost 300 operas, more than 100 sacred services,
20 symphonies, and more than 350 stage works, including Yiddish theatre, Purim and sacred plays,
multi-media pieces, and musical theatre. In addition, original song cycles and liturgical services
arranged for a modest to large complement of instruments are also included. The works are
organized by composer and subdivided by genre, and each entry is fully annotated, detailing the
title, opus, voicing and instrumentation, text source, commission, year completed, year and location
of the premiere, the year of publication and the publisher (if any), the location of scores, and the
duration of the work. The works are then broken down by theme, such as Biblical themes, works for
children, works of the Holocaust or Jewish suffering and persecution, interfaith works, and wedding
music. They are then cross-referenced by voice type, arrangement, and by title. A list of libraries and
publishing houses of Jewish music rounds out this invaluable reference.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: The Teacher in American Society Eugene F. Provenzo,
2011 Through a wide range of readings this anthology explores the role of teachers in the United
States

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Can I Have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? Sharon Duke
Estroff, 2008-11-19 How do you help your child choose between mandatory baseball practice and
Hebrew school? How can you plan a birthday party (not to mention bar or bat mitzvah party!) for
your child without sacrificing your values, sanity, and pocketbook? How can you keep peace on the
homework homefront? And how do you deal with Santa envy-let alone the entire month of
December? As any modern Jewish parent knows, balancing family traditions and the realities of
contemporary culture can be incredibly challenging. Answering questions both old and new, Jewish
and secular, internationally syndicated parenting columnist and award-winning Jewish educator and
mother of four, Sharon Duke Estroff illuminates the ways that Jewish tradition can be used to form a



lasting, emotional safety net for modern families. Can I Have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? is an
instant classic.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: How to be a Jewish Parent Anita Diamant, Karen
Kushner, 2000 From the bestselling author of The Red Tent comes indispensable, practical advice
for those who wish to build a family and a home imbued with the values and traditions of Judaism.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Learning about Winter with Children's Literature
Margaret A. Bryant, Marjorie Keiper, Anne Petit, 2006-06-30 Taking a thematic approach to learning
that employs seeing, hearing, reading, and writing, these books outline three four-week,
cross-curricular units that develop the competencies children need to become fluent, independent
readers and writers. While each unit focuses primarily on language--phonic skills, structural
analysis, punctuation, capitalization, poetry, and comprehension--they also include math, science,
social studies, music, art, and even mini-lessons in French for cross-cultural appreciation.
Understanding that student ability levels in younger grades can vary widely, lesson plans are keyed
to three types of learners: emerging, typical, and advanced. The series includes three titles that
cover fall, spring, and winter, and the books can be used independently or together throughout the
school year.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: Raising Peaceful Children in a Violent World Nancy Lee
Cecil, Patricia Roberts, 1995 An action book for every parent and teacher who wants to end violence
and create a safe, peaceful world for our children. Nancy Cecil offers creative and practical ways to
foster peace in the family and in everyday life. Includes family activities, tips for television, and a
recommended reading list of children's books that feature peaceful role models.

herschel and the hanukkah goblins: [0 000 Ron Wolfson, 1996 Designed to help celebrate
and enrich the holiday season, explores the holiday's origins, the reasons for the Hanukkah candles
and customs, and provides everything from recipes to family activities. Putting the holiday in a
larger, timely context, December Dilemmas deals with ways in which a Jewish family can cope with
Christmas.
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