great philosophers and their philosophy

Great Philosophers and Their Philosophy: Exploring Timeless Wisdom

great philosophers and their philosophy have shaped the way we think about the world, ethics,
existence, and knowledge for centuries. From ancient Greece to the modern era, these thinkers have
challenged prevailing ideas, asked profound questions, and offered insights that continue to
influence contemporary thought. Delving into the minds of great philosophers not only enriches our
understanding of history but also invites us to reflect on our own beliefs and values.

In this article, we’ll explore some of the most influential philosophers and the core ideas behind their
philosophies. Along the way, we’ll uncover how their concepts remain relevant today, offering
guidance on living thoughtfully and critically.

The Foundations: Ancient Philosophers and Their
Legacy

When discussing great philosophers and their philosophy, it’s impossible to overlook the giants of
ancient times. These early thinkers laid the groundwork for Western philosophy and introduced
questions that remain central to philosophical inquiry.

Socrates: The Pursuit of Knowledge through Questioning

Socrates is often hailed as the father of Western philosophy. His method, known as the Socratic
method, involves asking probing questions to stimulate critical thinking and expose contradictions.
Rather than providing direct answers, Socrates encouraged dialogue, helping others clarify their
ideas.

His philosophy centered on the idea that true knowledge comes from recognizing one's own
ignorance. This humility remains a powerful lesson in intellectual honesty and continuous learning.
Socrates' focus on ethics and the examined life has inspired countless thinkers to prioritize moral
reasoning.

Plato: Ideal Forms and the Realm of Ideas

A student of Socrates, Plato expanded philosophical thought by introducing the theory of Forms or
Ideas. According to Plato, the material world we perceive is just a shadow of a higher reality
composed of perfect, unchanging ideals.

Plato’s philosophy explores topics such as justice, beauty, and equality, proposing that
understanding these ideal forms leads to true knowledge. His work, “The Republic,” delves into the
nature of justice and the ideal society, sparking ongoing debates about governance and morality.



Aristotle: Empiricism and the Study of Nature

Aristotle, Plato’s student, took a different approach by emphasizing observation and empirical
evidence. He believed knowledge arises from experience and that understanding the natural world is
key to understanding existence.

Aristotle’s contributions to logic, ethics, metaphysics, and politics are vast. His concept of virtue
ethics, which focuses on developing good character traits rather than following strict rules,
continues to influence ethical philosophy. Aristotle’s practical approach encourages balancing
reason and emotion in pursuit of a fulfilling life.

Philosophy in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance

The philosophies of the Middle Ages often intertwined with theology, while the Renaissance
revitalized human-centric thinking and scientific inquiry.

St. Augustine: Faith and Reason in Harmony

St. Augustine merged Christian theology with Platonic philosophy, arguing that faith and reason are
not opposed but complementary. He believed that while reason can lead us to certain truths, divine
revelation provides the ultimate understanding.

His reflections on human nature, free will, and grace remain influential in both religious and
philosophical circles. Augustine’s work invites us to consider the relationship between spirituality
and rational thought.

Descartes: The Birth of Modern Philosophy

René Descartes is often called the father of modern philosophy due to his emphasis on doubt and
reason as foundations for knowledge. His famous statement, "Cogito, ergo sum" ("I think, therefore I
am"), highlights self-awareness as the first certainty.

Descartes introduced a method of systematic skepticism, questioning everything except the

undeniable existence of the self. His dualism, separating mind and body, sparked extensive debate
about consciousness and the nature of reality.

Enlightenment Thinkers and the Rise of Reason

The Enlightenment period celebrated human reason, individual rights, and scientific progress.
Philosophers during this era challenged traditional authority and advocated for liberty and equality.



Immanuel Kant: The Framework of Morality

Immanuel Kant revolutionized ethics with his concept of the categorical imperative—a universal
moral law that applies regardless of circumstances. Kant emphasized duty and intention over
consequences, arguing that moral actions stem from rational will.

His philosophy bridges empiricism and rationalism, insisting that while knowledge begins with
experience, reason shapes our understanding of the world. Kant’s ideas about autonomy and human
dignity continue to underpin modern human rights discussions.

John Locke: The Origins of Liberalism

John Locke’s theories on government, property, and individual rights laid the foundation for liberal
democracy. He argued that people possess natural rights to life, liberty, and property, and that
governments exist to protect these rights with the consent of the governed.

Locke’s emphasis on empiricism also influenced the development of scientific inquiry and education.
His philosophy encourages active citizenship and respect for personal freedom.

Existentialism and Modern Philosophical Movements

Moving into the 19th and 20th centuries, philosophy began grappling with questions about
individual existence, freedom, and meaning in an often uncertain world.

Friedrich Nietzsche: Challenging Morality and Tradition

Nietzsche is known for his critique of traditional morality and religion. He proclaimed “God is dead,”
symbolizing the decline of absolute values in modern society. Nietzsche encouraged individuals to
create their own meaning through the concept of the “Ubermensch” (Overman or Superman).

His philosophy challenges us to embrace life’s complexities, affirm creativity, and reject herd
mentality. Nietzsche’s provocative ideas inspire ongoing discussions about morality, culture, and
personal empowerment.

Simone de Beauvoir: Existentialism and Feminism

Simone de Beauvoir combined existentialist philosophy with feminist theory, arguing that “one is not
born, but rather becomes, a woman.” She examined how social constructs shape identity and
freedom.

De Beauvoir’s work highlights the importance of choice, responsibility, and the struggle against
oppression. Her philosophical legacy advances conversations about gender equality and human



rights.

Why Study Great Philosophers and Their Philosophy
Today?

Engaging with great philosophers and their philosophy offers more than a historical overview—it
provides tools for critical thinking, ethical reflection, and personal growth. Their ideas encourage us
to:

¢ Question assumptions and develop a deeper understanding of the world.
e Reflect on the nature of justice, freedom, and human rights.
e Navigate complex moral dilemmas with thoughtful reasoning.

e Appreciate diverse perspectives and the evolution of human thought.

e Find inspiration for living a meaningful and authentic life.

Whether you are a student, a curious reader, or someone seeking guidance, exploring philosophy
can sharpen your mind and enrich your worldview.

The journey through the ideas of great philosophers reveals a timeless conversation about what it
means to be human. Their philosophies invite us to keep asking questions, thinking deeply, and
embracing the quest for wisdom.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the father of Western philosophy?

Socrates is often regarded as the father of Western philosophy due to his foundational contributions
to ethics and epistemology, as well as his method of questioning that laid the groundwork for
Western philosophical thought.

What is Immanuel Kant's philosophy of transcendental
idealism?
Immanuel Kant's transcendental idealism posits that our experience of things is shaped by the

mind's perceptual and conceptual frameworks, meaning that while we can know phenomena (things
as they appear), the noumena (things-in-themselves) remain unknowable.



How did Friedrich Nietzsche challenge traditional morality?

Friedrich Nietzsche challenged traditional morality by critiquing Christian values and promoting the
idea of 'master morality' versus 'slave morality.' He emphasized the will to power and the creation of
individual values beyond conventional good and evil.

What is René Descartes' famous philosophical statement and
its significance?

René Descartes' famous statement is 'Cogito, ergo sum' ('I think, therefore I am'). It signifies the
foundational certainty in knowledge based on self-awareness and rational thought, marking a key
moment in modern philosophy.

How does Confucian philosophy address ethics and social
harmony?

Confucian philosophy emphasizes virtues like filial piety, righteousness, and humaneness to promote
ethical behavior and social harmony. It advocates for proper relationships and moral cultivation as
the basis for a well-ordered society.

What is the main idea behind John Locke's theory of
knowledge?

John Locke's theory of knowledge, known as empiricism, argues that all knowledge is derived from
sensory experience. He rejected innate ideas, claiming the mind at birth is a tabula rasa (blank slate)
shaped by experience.

How did Jean-Paul Sartre contribute to existentialist
philosophy?

Jean-Paul Sartre contributed to existentialism by emphasizing individual freedom, responsibility, and
the concept of 'existence precedes essence,' meaning humans define their own meaning and identity
through actions in an absurd and indifferent world.

Additional Resources
Great Philosophers and Their Philosophy: A Deep Dive into Intellectual Legacies

great philosophers and their philosophy have shaped the intellectual landscape of human
civilization for millennia. From the ancient Greek thinkers to modern-day theorists, philosophy has
served as a critical tool for understanding existence, ethics, knowledge, and society. This article
explores some of the most influential philosophers, analyzing their core philosophies while
highlighting the enduring impact of their ideas. By examining these pivotal figures, one gains insight
into the diverse approaches that have defined philosophical inquiry and the ongoing dialogue about
human nature and the cosmos.



The Foundations of Western Philosophy

Western philosophy’s roots are often traced back to ancient Greece, where thinkers began to
systematically question the nature of reality and human knowledge. Among these early figures,
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle stand out as monumental contributors whose philosophies continue to
be studied extensively.

Socrates: The Father of Ethical Inquiry

Socrates is renowned for pioneering the method of dialectic questioning, known today as the
Socratic Method. Unlike his predecessors who focused on cosmology, Socrates emphasized ethics
and the pursuit of virtue. His philosophy centered on the idea that knowledge is intrinsically linked
to moral behavior—“the unexamined life is not worth living” encapsulates his commitment to self-
reflection and intellectual rigor. Although he left no written works, his influence is preserved
through the dialogues of his student Plato.

Plato: Ideal Forms and Political Philosophy

Plato expanded on Socratic ideas by introducing the Theory of Forms, positing that non-material
abstract forms represent the most accurate reality. His philosophical system intertwined
metaphysics, epistemology, and politics, as seen in his seminal work, *The Republic*. Here, Plato
explores justice, the ideal state, and the philosopher-king concept, advocating for rulers guided by
wisdom and reason. This idealism contrasts sharply with materialist philosophies, providing a
framework for understanding truth beyond sensory experience.

Aristotle: Empiricism and Systematic Thought

Aristotle, Plato’s student, diverged by grounding philosophy in empirical observation and
categorization. His contributions span logic, ethics, metaphysics, and natural sciences. Aristotle’s
*Nicomachean Ethics* emphasizes virtue as a mean between extremes, advocating practical wisdom
(*phronesis*) as essential for moral decision-making. His systematic approach laid the groundwork
for scientific methodology and continues to influence contemporary philosophy and various
disciplines.

Philosophical Movements in the Modern Era

As philosophy evolved, thinkers began to address new societal, scientific, and existential questions,
often challenging traditional views. The Enlightenment period, in particular, saw an explosion of
ideas emphasizing reason, liberty, and skepticism.



Immanuel Kant: Bridging Rationalism and Empiricism

Immanuel Kant revolutionized philosophy by attempting to reconcile rationalist and empiricist
traditions. His *Critique of Pure Reason* argues that while all knowledge begins with experience,
not all knowledge arises from it, introducing the idea of a priori concepts structuring human
understanding. Kant’s deontological ethics, especially the Categorical Imperative, underscore duty
and universal moral laws rather than consequences, marking a significant shift in moral philosophy.

John Stuart Mill: Utilitarianism and Social Reform

John Stuart Mill advanced utilitarianism, a consequentialist ethical theory initially developed by
Jeremy Bentham. Mill’s philosophy stresses the “greatest happiness principle,” promoting actions
that maximize overall happiness. His advocacy for individual liberty and social reforms has left a
lasting impact on political philosophy and human rights discourse, balancing the tension between
individual freedom and societal welfare.

Friedrich Nietzsche: Critique of Morality and Existentialism

Nietzsche’s philosophy is characterized by its radical critique of traditional morality, religion, and
the concept of objective truth. His proclamation of the “death of God” challenges the foundations of
Western ethical systems and opens the door to existentialist themes such as the will to power and
the creation of meaning in an indifferent universe. Nietzsche’s stylistic aphorisms and provocative
ideas continue to inspire diverse interpretations and debates.

Eastern Philosophical Traditions and Their
Contributions

While Western philosophy has often dominated academic discourse, Eastern philosophical traditions
offer profound and distinct perspectives on life, knowledge, and spirituality. Confucianism, Taoism,
and Buddhism, among others, present holistic approaches that emphasize harmony, balance, and
inner transformation.

Confucius: Ethics and Social Harmony

Confucius’s philosophy centers on ethics, proper conduct, and social roles. His teachings stress
*ren* (benevolence) and *li* (ritual propriety) as means to cultivate moral character and maintain
societal order. Unlike Western individualism, Confucianism prioritizes community, filial piety, and
the interconnectedness of relationships, shaping East Asian cultures profoundly.



Laozi and Taoism: The Way of Nature

Laozi, traditionally credited as the author of the *Tao Te Ching*, advocates for living in accordance
with the Tao (the Way), an underlying natural order. Taoism values simplicity, spontaneity, and non-
action (*wu wei*), encouraging harmony with the rhythms of the universe. This philosophy contrasts
with the often rigid structures of Western thought, emphasizing fluidity and acceptance.

Buddhist Philosophy: Impermanence and Enlightenment

Buddhism introduces a comprehensive system addressing suffering, impermanence, and the path to
enlightenment. Core concepts such as the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path offer practical
and metaphysical guidance. Buddhist philosophy’s focus on mindfulness and detachment has gained
global prominence, influencing contemporary thought on psychology and wellbeing.

The Impact and Relevance of Great Philosophers Today

The philosophies developed by these great thinkers continue to influence various fields including
ethics, politics, science, and education. Modern philosophical inquiry often revisits classical ideas,
adapting them to contemporary challenges such as artificial intelligence, bioethics, and global
justice.

The comparative study of great philosophers and their philosophy reveals both convergences and
divergences in understanding human existence. For example, the tension between idealism and
materialism remains a central debate, as do questions about objective morality versus relativism.
Furthermore, the cross-cultural dialogue between Eastern and Western philosophies enriches global
perspectives, encouraging a more inclusive intellectual heritage.

In an age increasingly dominated by technological advancement and cultural complexity, revisiting
these foundational philosophies offers critical tools for reflection and decision-making. The ethical
frameworks proposed by Kant or Mill inform debates on privacy and governance, while Nietzsche’s
existential insights resonate in discussions about identity and meaning. Similarly, the holistic
approaches of Eastern philosophy provide valuable counterbalances, promoting sustainability and
mental health.

In sum, the study of great philosophers and their philosophy is not merely an academic exercise but
a vital engagement with ideas that shape our worldviews and actions. Their intellectual legacies
invite continuous exploration, challenging each generation to rethink what it means to live wisely
and justly in an ever-changing world.

Great Philosophers And Their Philosophy

great philosophers and their philosophy: The 100 Most Influential Philosophers of All
Time Britannica Educational Publishing, 2009-10-01 I think, therefore I am influential. Leading
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philosophers conduct a rational investigation of truth to arrive at a set of principles that others
believe and adopt. This compendium of the world[Js greatest thinkers includes the likes of Confucius,
Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, Hannah Arendt, and René Descartes.

great philosophers and their philosophy: 25 Great Philosophers From Plato to Sartre Davild
Mills Daniel, 2013-09-19 SCM Briefly 25 Great Philosophers offers a brief guide to the lives, writings
and principal philosophical ideas of some of the world’s great philosophers, from Plato to Jean Paul
Sartre. Here is a brief and accessible introduction to philosophy and its main proponents. In only five
pages, readers get an introduction to the life, the context and the writing of each philosopher. A
glossary of philosophical terms is provided at the end of the book

great philosophers and their philosophy: 100 Great Philosophers Who Changed the World
Philip Stokes, 2021-04-15 Who am I? What is justice? What does it mean to live a good life? Fully
illustrated throughout, this engaging and accessible hardback book invites readers to contemplate
the ideas of 100 key philosophers within the Western intellectual tradition. Covering philosophical,
scientific, political and religious thought over a period of 2500 years, 100 Great Philosophers Who
Changed the World serves as an excellent guide to this history of philosophy and the progress that
has been made in interpreting the world around us. These figures include: ¢ Aristotle ¢ Jean-Jacques
Rousseau ¢ Karl Marx ¢ Simone de Beauvoir * Noam Chomsky * W.V.O Quine By presenting details
of their lives and the concerns and circumstances that motivated them, this book makes philosophy
come to life as a relevant and meaningful approach to thinking about the contemporary world.

great philosophers and their philosophy: Twelve Great Philosophers Wayne P. Pomerleau,
1997 A collection on the historical introduction to human nature.

great philosophers and their philosophy: Philosophers: Their Lives and Works DK,
2022-04-30 From Confucius and Plato to Karl Marx and Noam Chomsky, this ebook brings together
more than 100 illustrated biographies of the world's great philosophers. Introduced with a stunning
portrait of each featured philosopher, each profile traces the ideas, friendships, loves, and rivalries
that inspired the world's greatest thinkers and influenced their work, offering revealing insights into
what drove them to question the meaning of life, and come up with new ways of understanding the
world and the history of ideas. Lavishly illustrated with photographs and paintings of philosophers,
their homes, friends, studies, and their personal belongings, together with pages from original
manuscripts, first editions, and correspondence, this ebook introduces the key ideas, themes, and
working methods of each featured individual, setting their ideas within a wider historical and
cultural context. Charting the development of ideas across the centuries in both the East and West,
from ancient Chinese philosophy to the work of contemporary thinkers, Philosophers provides a
compelling glimpse into the personal lives, loves, and influences of the great philosophers as they
probed into life's big ideas.

great philosophers and their philosophy: Great Philosophers Jeffrey Reid, 2021-01-19 Great
Philosophers tells the story of Western philosophy through the thought of its main protagonists, the
great philosophers. The narrative begins with the Presocratic philosophers Heraclitus and
Parmenides and ends in recent times, as each philosopher wrestles with the problems and solutions
of his or her predecessors. Along the way, Jeffrey Reid provides an engaging introduction to many of
the principal ideas of luminaries such as Plato, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche and Sartre.
Great Philosophers not only provides an ideal introduction to philosophical thought, but also an
original understanding of the discipline of philosophy itself. The book aims not only to recount an
important tradition, but also to reveal something about how it has affected who we are.

great philosophers and their philosophy: The Philosophers Ben-Ami Scharfstein, 1989 This
highly readable volume offers a broad introduction to modern philosophy and philosophers.
Scharfstein contends that personal experience, especially that of childhood, affects philosophers'
sense of reality and hence the content of their philosophies. Basing his argument on biographical
studies of twenty great philosophers, from Descartes to Sartre, he provides the beginnings of a
psychological history of philosophy.

great philosophers and their philosophy: The Great Philosophers Stephen Law,




2013-02-28 Since the beginning of time mankind has struggled with the big questions surrounding
our existence. Whilst most people have heard of Socrates, Machiavelli and Nietzsche, many are less
clear on their theories and key concepts. In The Great Philosophers, bestselling author Stephen Law
condenses and deciphers their fundamental ideas. Avoiding the technical jargon and complex logic
associated with most books on philosophy, Law brings the thoughts of these great thinkers, from
Confucius and Buddha to Wittgenstein and Sartre, to life.

great philosophers and their philosophy: Great Philosophers Jeremy Stangroom, James
Garvey, 2012-12-15 Some of the most important principles of modern society were founded
hundreds, even thousands, of years ago. Readers explore the lives of some of the greatest
philosophers and thinkers of all time, from Socrates to Sartre. Topics covered include, how they
lived, what their principles were, and what kind of an impact they have on modern society.

great philosophers and their philosophy: The World's Great Philosophers Robert L.
Arrington, 2008-04-15 The World's Great Philosophers provides an introduction to and overview of
some of the most profound and influential thinkers in the history of philosophy. Presents an
introduction to and overview of some of the most profound and influential thinkers in the history of
philosophy. Contains 40 essays, written by an outstanding international assembly of scholars.
Provides cogent and accessible discussion of key philosophers from around the world. Conveys the
historical panorama of philosophical thought on the nature of reality, the human condition, and basic
human values.

great philosophers and their philosophy: 45 Great Philosophers and What They Mean for
Judaism Shmuly Yanklowitz, 2024-06-18 In this new forty-five-chapter series, Rabbi Shmuly explores
forty-five of the most influential philosophers throughout history and how Jewish ideas might engage
with each of the philosophers and their philosophical projects. At times, Judaism may need to reject
harmful, foreign ideas. Other times, Judaism may need to adapt, integrate, and expand. There are
many other approaches we’ll see of how Jewish thought can engage with other philosophies as well.
In this exciting new exploration, we learn about Jewish intellectual history and what it means for us
today.

great philosophers and their philosophy: Autobiographical Tales of 51 Greatest Philosophers
Muska Ayir, 2025-04-23 Autobiographical Tales of Greatest Philosophers invites readers into the
intimate worlds of history’s most influential thinkers through personal, first-person narratives. This
unique approach allows philosophers like Nietzsche, Confucius, and Socrates to speak directly,
sharing their thoughts, struggles, and triumphs as if in a personal conversation. Rather than
presenting abstract theories, the book explores how each philosopher’s life experiences shaped their
ideas, making complex philosophies more relatable and accessible. Readers are drawn into the
human side of these great minds—witnessing Nietzsche’s existential pain, Confucius’s challenges in
turbulent times, and the inner journeys that forged their wisdom. Grounded in rigorous research yet
written with warmth, the book paints each figure not just as a towering intellect but as a real person
navigating life. By blending emotional storytelling with philosophical insight, this collection makes
philosophy a deeply human endeavor and encourages readers to reflect on their own experiences
through the lens of timeless wisdom.

great philosophers and their philosophy: History's Greatest Philosophers Jamie Ryder,
2025-11-30 What does it mean to be a philosopher? Being a deep thinker? Taking a stand against the
norms of society? Being really good at winning an argument? The beauty of philosophy is that there
is no one answer and that it’s worth asking that question across every aspect of the human
condition. In History’s Greatest Philosophers: Classical Wisdom for Modern Times, Jamie Ryder
journeys through the lives of some of the world’s most radical thinkers, leaders, politicians and
creatives to uncover the truth of philosophy and different wisdom traditions. From the political
arenas of Cicero and Niccolo Machiavelli to the everyday living of Mary Wollstonecraft and
Sojourner Truth, get a bird’s eye view into what it means to live and die by what you believe in.
Discover ageless truths about the nature of the world and human relationships. Learn how to
practice philosophy and not just talk about it.




great philosophers and their philosophy: The Great Philosophers James Garvey, Jeremy
Stangroom, 2005-09-26 The Great Philosophers traces the biggest and most influential thoughts in
philosophy's long stride through history, beginning with the Ancient Greeks and Early Romans, the
first philosophical thinkers in the West, to whom much is owed. How their concerns became the
concerns of those who followed is clearly laid out, as is the way their answers shaped what we now
recognize as philosophy. The medieval philosophers are also represented, combining their religious
concerns with ancient thought and carrying it into the Renaissance. The modern era, the explosion
of philosophy sparked by Descartes, is well represented here too. Founders and representatives of
both rationalist and empiricist schools make an appearance, as do philosophy's sceptics, with their
often-darker conclusions. Philosophy's long walk continues, and you will find here the thoughts
which make its contemporary form what it is, and perhaps what it is on the way to becoming.
Philosophy is very much still under way, and The Great Philosophers pays regard to both the
discipline as it is practised now, and to the history which made contemporary philosophy possible.

great philosophers and their philosophy: Philosophy for Non-Philosophers Louis
Althusser, 2017-02-23 In 1980, at the end of the most intensely political period of his work and life,
Louis Althusser penned Philosophy for Non-philosophers. Available here for the first time in English,
Philosophy for Non-philosophers constitutes a rigorous and engaged attempt to address a wide
reading public unfamiliar with Althusser's project. As such, the work is a concentration of the most
fundamental theses of Althusser's own ideas, and presents a synthesis of his sprawling and disparate
philosophical and political writings. Nowhere else does Althusser push the distinction between
philosophy and other disciplines as far, or develop in such detail the concept of 'practice'. Rather
than a work of 'popular philosophy', Philosophy for Non-philosophers is a continuation and
conglomeration of Althusser's thought; a thought whose radicality is still perceptible in those that
have followed since. Philosophy for Non-philosophers thus provides a vivid encapsulation of
Althusser's seminal influence on the leading thinkers of today, including Ranciere, Badiou, Balibar,
and ZiZek.

great philosophers and their philosophy: The Great Philosophers Karl Jaspers, 1962

great philosophers and their philosophy: The Meaning of Life and the Great Philosophers
Stephen Leach, James Tartaglia, 2018-05-11 The Meaning of Life and the Great Philosophers reveals
how great philosophers of the past sought to answer the question of the meaning of life. This edited
collection includes thirty-five chapters which each focus on a major philosophical figure, from
Confucius to Rorty, and that imaginatively engage with the topic from their perspective. This volume
also contains a Postscript on the historical origins and original significance of the phrase ‘the
meaning of life’. Written by leading experts in the field, such as A.C. Grayling, Thaddeus Metz and
John Cottingham, this unique and engaging book explores the relevance of the history of philosophy
to contemporary debates. It will prove essential reading for students and scholars studying the
history of philosophy, philosophy of religion, ethics, metaphysics or comparative philosophy.

great philosophers and their philosophy: On Philosophy and Philosophers Richard Rorty,
2020-10-15 Philosophers suffer from a peculiar occupational hazard; people are always coming up
and asking them just what it is that they do and how they do it. This is not the sort of question that
biologists or economists or musicians get asked; people know, pretty well, what they do, and they
may or may not be interested in the details. But a philosopher is different - it is very hard to imagine
just what he does with his time--

great philosophers and their philosophy: Six Thousand Years of History: Great
philosophers Edgar Sanderson, John Porter Lamberton, Charles Morris, 1909

great philosophers and their philosophy: Korea - A Religious History James H. Grayson,
2013-11-05 No other comprehensive history of religion in Korea available in English
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