gen smedley butler war is a racket

Gen Smedley Butler War Is a Racket: Unpacking the Legacy of a Marine Corps General’s Bold Claim

gen smedley butler war is a racket is a powerful phrase that has echoed through history as a poignant
critique of the military-industrial complex and the motivations behind war. Major General Smedley
Darlington Butler, one of the most decorated Marines in U.S. history, famously declared that “war is a
racket,” sparking debates and reflections about the true nature of warfare and the interests it serves. This
article dives deep into Butler’s perspective, the meaning behind his statement, and its relevance in today’s

geopolitical landscape.

The Man Behind the Statement: Who Was Gen Smedley Butler?

Smedley Butler was not just any military officer. Born in 1881, he rose through the ranks to become a
Major General in the United States Marine Corps, earning two Medals of Honor for his service. Butler
fought in numerous conflicts, including the Spanish-American War, the Philippine-American War, and
World War . His extensive military career gave him firsthand experience with the brutal realities and

complexities of war.
Yet, despite his distinguished service, Butler became a vocal critic of the very system he once served. His
insight and outspoken criticism were grounded in years of witnessing how war was often driven not by

noble ideals but by economic interests and power struggles. This transformation from a celebrated war hero

to a critic of war’s motivations makes his viewpoint particularly compelling.

Understanding Butler’s Claim: “War Is a Racket”

When Gen Smedley Butler stated that “war is a racket,” he was articulating a profound skepticism about

the institution of war. But what exactly did he mean by this phrase?

The Definition of “Racket” in Butler’s Context

In common parlance, a “racket” refers to an enterprise or activity that is fraudulent or dishonest, often
designed to exploit others for financial gain. Butler’s use of this term implied that war, rather than being a

noble endeavor, is a business designed to benefit a select few at the expense of many.

According to Butler, war serves the interests of bankers, industrialists, and corporations that profit from the



manufacture of weapons, the reconstruction of destroyed infrastructure, and the control of valuable

resources. Meanwhile, soldiers and citizens bear the true cost in lives, trauma, and economic hardship.

Economic Interests Behind Warfare

Butler was keenly aware of the financial incentives that drive nations into conflict. The military-industrial
complex — a term popularized decades later by President Dwight D. Eisenhower — thrives on continuous
warfare. Defense contractors receive lucrative government contracts, banks profit from war bonds and

loans, and politicians sometimes use war to rally support or distract from domestic issues.

Butler’s critique highlights that these vested interests can distort political decision-making and turn war

into a profitable enterprise for a few, rather than a last resort for justice or defense.

Lessons from Gen Smedley Butler’s Experiences

Butler’s experiences in various wars informed his understanding of the true nature of conflict and power.
Reflecting on his career offers valuable lessons for anyone interested in military history, ethics, or

international relations.

The Human Cost of War

Despite his military accolades, Butler was acutely aware of the suffering war inflicts on ordinary soldiers
and civilians. He emphasized that the people who truly pay the price are rarely those who initiate the
conflict. This perspective invites us to consider the human dimension often overshadowed by politics and

economics.

The Role of Propaganda and Patriotism

Butler also warned about the use of propaganda to justify wars. Governments often appeal to patriotism,
fear, or ideology to garner public support, masking the underlying economic motives. Understanding this

dynamic helps explain why societies sometimes rally behind wars that may not serve their best interests.

Ethical Leadership in the Military

Butler’s outspoken criticism challenges military leaders and policymakers to question the morality of their



actions. His legacy encourages a more ethical approach to warfare, one that prioritizes peace, transparency,

and accountability.

Gen Smedley Butler War Is a Racket in Modern Context

More than 80 years after Butler’s famous speech, his words remain relevant. The concept of “war as a
racket” resonates in discussions about ongoing conflicts, defense spending, and the influence of powerful

interest groups.

The Military-Industrial Complex Today

Today’s global defense industry is a multi-trillion-dollar enterprise. Countries around the world invest
heavily in advanced weaponry and maintain standing armies. Critics argue that this creates a cycle where

war becomes a tool for economic gain rather than a last resort.

Moreover, military contractors and lobbyists wield significant influence in shaping foreign policy,

sometimes pushing nations toward confrontation or prolonged conflicts.

Conflict and Resource Control

Many modern conflicts are tied to control over resources such as oil, minerals, or strategic territories.
Butler’s insight that wars often serve economic interests aligns with analyses of conflicts in regions like the
Middle East, Africa, and parts of Asia.

Understanding these dynamics helps explain why some wars endure longer than expected and why peace

efforts can be so challenging.

The Importance of Peace Advocacy and Awareness

Butler’s message also serves as a call to action for civilians and leaders alike. By recognizing the economic
and political forces behind war, societies can advocate for peaceful resolutions and demand greater scrutiny

of military engagements.

Increased awareness can lead to more informed public discourse and pressure on governments to pursue

diplomacy over conflict.



How to Apply Butler’s Insights Personally and Socially

While Gen Smedley Butler’s critique centers on large-scale military and political issues, his insights can

inspire meaningful reflection and action at individual and community levels.

¢ Stay Informed: Educate yourself about the causes and consequences of conflicts beyond headlines and

official narratives.

¢ Question Motives: When hearing about military actions or defense spending, consider who benefits

and who bears the costs.

¢ Support Peace Initiatives: Engage with organizations that promote conflict resolution, diplomacy, and

veterans’ welfare.

e Advocate for Transparency: Encourage political leaders to be open about military decisions and

reduce undue influence from defense contractors.

¢ Remember the Human Element: Honor the sacrifices of service members by pushing for policies that

prioritize their well-being and avoid unnecessary wars.

By internalizing these lessons, individuals can contribute to a culture that challenges the notion of war as a

lucrative racket and promotes peace as a genuine goal.

Final Reflections on Gen Smedley Butler War Is a Racket

Gen Smedley Butler’s declaration that “war is a racket” is more than a historical quote; it is a lens through
which we can examine the complex relationship between war, economics, and politics. His unique position

as a decorated general who turned critic gives his words a powerful authenticity that continues to resonate.

Exploring Butler’s perspective encourages a critical look at the motivations behind warfare, reminding us
that behind the rhetoric of patriotism and security often lie deeper economic interests. As global citizens,
reflecting on this message can inspire vigilance, advocacy for peace, and a commitment to ensuring that

future conflicts are not manipulated for profit but approached with genuine care for humanity.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was General Smedley Butler?

General Smedley Butler was a highly decorated Major General in the United States Marine Corps, known

for his outspoken criticism of U.S. military interventions and his book "War Is a Racket.'

What is the main thesis of "War Is a Racket' by Smedley Butler?

"War Is a Racket' argues that war is primarily conducted for the financial gain of a few powerful

corporations and individuals, rather than for noble or patriotic reasons.

When was "War Is a Racket' written and why is it still relevant today?

"War Is a Racket' was written in 1935. It remains relevant today as it highlights the ongoing issues of

military-industrial complex and economic interests influencing wars.

How did General Smedley Butler's military experience influence his

views in "War Is a Racket'?

Butler’s extensive military service, including participation in multiple conflicts, gave him firsthand insight
into the motivations behind wars, leading him to criticize how wars serve corporate profits over soldiers’

welfare.

What impact did "War Is a Racket' have on public perception of war and
the military-industrial complex?

The book helped raise awareness about the economic interests behind wars, influencing anti-war

movements and skepticism towards military interventions and defense contractors.

Are the themes of "War Is a Racket' reflected in modern discussions about

war and defense spending?

Yes, the themes remain prominent in contemporary debates about defense budgets, arms trade, private

military contractors, and the ethics of war profiteering.

Additional Resources

**Gen Smedley Butler War Is a Racket: An Investigative Review of Military-Industrial Critique**



gen smedley butler war is a racket is a phrase that has echoed through military and political discourse for
nearly a century. It originates from the outspoken views of Major General Smedley D. Butler, a highly
decorated U.S. Marine Corps officer who, after a distinguished career, became an outspoken critic of war
profiteering and the military-industrial complex. Butler’s assertion that “war is a racket” challenges
conventional perceptions of warfare by exposing the financial motivations behind conflicts and the
exploitation of soldiers for private gain. This article provides an in-depth analysis of Butler’s claims, their
historical context, and their relevance in contemporary discussions about military engagement and

industrial interests.

The Historical Context of Gen Smedley Butler’s Claims

Smedley Butler served in the U.S. Marine Corps during the early 20th century, participating in various
military actions including interventions in Latin America and World War 1. Despite his personal valor and
numerous awards — including two Medals of Honor — Butler became disillusioned with the military
system. His experiences led him to conclude that many wars were fought not for noble causes but to
benefit wealthy industrialists and financiers. In his 1935 book, *War Is a Racket*, Butler articulates this
view, arguing that war primarily serves the interests of a small elite, often at the expense of the common

soldier and taxpayer.
Butler’s perspective emerged during a time when the United States was grappling with the aftermath of

World War I and the economic turmoil of the Great Depression. His critique challenged the prevailing

patriotic narrative and highlighted the relationship between government, corporations, and the military.

Understanding “War is a Racket”

The phrase “war is a racket” encapsulates Butler’s central argument: war is a business enterprise exploited
by powerful groups to make substantial profits. According to Butler, the military-industrial complex — a
term later popularized by President Dwight D. Eisenhower — involves defense contractors, bankers, and

politicians who benefit financially from prolonged conflicts.
Butler outlined the characteristics of this “racket”
¢ Financial Exploitation: Businesses that produce weapons, supplies, and military technology gain
massive profits during wartime.

¢ Human Cost: The common soldier bears the brunt of war, risking life and limb for interests that do

not serve their own well-being.

¢ Economic Burden: Taxpayers fund wars that enrich a few while saddling the economy with debt



and instability.

Analyzing the Military-Industrial Complex through Butler’s

Lens

Gen Smedley Butler’s war is a racket thesis can be seen as a precursor to modern critiques of the military-
industrial complex. His insights remain relevant when evaluating how defense spending and military

engagements are justified today.

Defense Contractors and Profit Motive

One of Butler’s key contentions was that defense contractors have a vested interest in perpetuating conflict.
This claim finds support in contemporary data: the global defense industry is valued at over $1.9 trillion
annually (Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, 2023). Major corporations such as Lockheed
Martin, Boeing, and Northrop Grumman rely heavily on government contracts, making their financial

success closely tied to ongoing military operations.

This creates a potential conflict of interest, where lobbying and political influence may encourage policies
that favor military escalation. Butler’s warning about the profit motive behind war echoes in debates over
defense budgets and arms sales, especially in the context of prolonged conflicts like those in Iraq and

Afghanistan.

Impact on Soldiers and Society

Butler’s critique also emphasizes the human cost of war, focusing on the soldiers who fight battles that
primarily serve elite interests. The physical and psychological toll on military personnel is well-

documented, with veterans often facing long-term health issues, including PTSD.
Moreover, public scrutiny has grown regarding how wars affect civilian populations and contribute to

geopolitical instability. Butler’s insights urge policymakers and the public to question the justification of

conflicts and consider who truly benefits from them.

Comparisons to Modern Military Engagements



The notion that war is driven by economic interests is not limited to Butler’s era. Contemporary conflicts

can be analyzed through this lens:
¢ Resource Competition: Many recent interventions, such as in the Middle East, involve countries rich
in oil and minerals, suggesting economic motives intertwined with strategic concerns.

e Private Military Contractors: The rise of private military companies has commercialized aspects of

warfare, aligning with Butler’s observation about war as a business.

¢ Lobbying and Political Influence: Defense sector lobbying remains a powerful force in shaping

national security policy.

These factors validate Butler’s perspective that economic incentives play a significant role in the decision to

go to war.

Critiques and Counterarguments to Butler’s Thesis

‘While Butler’s war is a racket argument has been influential, it is not without its critics. Some argue that
his viewpoint oversimplifies complex geopolitical realities and underestimates the role of ideology, national

security, and humanitarian concerns in warfare.

Warfare Beyond Profit

Critics maintain that not all wars are motivated by financial gain. Many conflicts arise from legitimate
defense needs, protection of sovereignty, or international obligations. For example, World War II is widely

regarded as a just war against fascism rather than a profit-driven enterprise.

Role of Military Leadership

Another counterpoint focuses on the professional military ethos. As a career officer, Butler’s disillusionment
was personal and unique; many military leaders emphasize honor, duty, and service above profit motives.

The complexity of military decision-making involves numerous factors beyond economic interests.



Economic Benefits of Defense Spending

Some analysts highlight that defense spending stimulates technological innovation and economic activity,
creating jobs and advancing industries. This challenges the notion that military expenditure is solely a

“racket” with negative outcomes.

Legacy of Gen Smedley Butler’s “War is a Racket” Today

The phrase gen smedley butler war is a racket remains a potent critique within discussions about military
policy, defense spending, and ethical considerations of war. It serves as a cautionary reminder to scrutinize
the motivations behind military interventions and to demand transparency and accountability from political

leaders and corporations.

Butler’s views have inspired anti-war activists, scholars, and policymakers who advocate for reducing the
influence of the military-industrial complex. His work encourages a more critical approach to
understanding the costs and drivers of war, emphasizing the need to prioritize human welfare over

financial gain.

In an era marked by ongoing global conflicts and increasing defense budgets, revisiting Gen Smedley
Butler’s perspective provides valuable insight into the complex interplay between economics, politics, and
military action. It compels society to reflect on whether war truly serves the common good or remains a

racket benefiting only a select few.

Gen Smedley Butler War Is A Racket

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley Butler, 2018-01-19 War Is a
Racket is a speech and a 1935 short book, by Smedley D. Butler, a retired United States Marine
Corps Major General and two-time Medal of Honor recipient. Based on his career military
experience, Butler frankly discusses how business interests commercially benefit (including war
profiteering) from warfare. He had been appointed commanding officer of the Gendarmerie during
the United States occupation of Haiti, which lasted from 1915 to 1934.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley Darlington Butler, 2010

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Darlington Butler, 2013-10-01
War Is a Racket is the title of two works, a speech and a booklet, by retired US Marine Corps Major
General and two-time Medal of Honor recipient Smedley Darlington Butler. In these works, Butler
frankly discusses from his experience as a career military officer how business interests
commercially benefit from warfare. After his retirement from the Marine Corps, Gen. Butler made a
nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech, “War Is a Racket.” The speech was so well
received that he wrote a longer version that was published in 1935, now republished with a
foreword by former governor of Minnesota and New York Times bestselling author Jesse Ventura.
Jesse Ventura reviews Major General Butler’s original writings and brings them up to date, relating


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/gen-smedley-butler-war-is-a-racket.pdf

them to our current political climate. Butler was a visionary in his day, and Ventura works to show
how right he was and how wrong our current democracy is. Read for the first time Butler’s words
with Ventura’s witty, yet insightful spin on this relevant work that will appeal not only to military
historians, but also to those interested in the state of our country and the entire world.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket (the Profit That Fuels Warfare)
Smedley Darlington Butler, 2013-01-13 War Is a Racket is written by the most decorated American
soldier in US history, Major General Smedley D. Butler. Butler frankly discusses from his experience
as a career military officer how business interests commercially start and benefit from warfare. After
his retirement from the Marine Corps, Gen. Butler made a nationwide tour giving his speech War is
a Racket. The speech was so well-received that he wrote a longer version as this book with the same
title which helped popularize his message. Lowell Thomas praised Butler's moral as well as physical
courage in telling the truth about war profiteering. This message has never been more relevant, as
we see the war racket in full swing in recent history like never before in endless perpetual wars, i.e.
Iraq and Afghanistan, and elsewhere.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War Is A Racket Smedley D. Butler, 2018-05-07 War is a
Racket is marine general, Smedley Butler's classic treatise on why wars are conducted, who profits
from them, and who pays the price. Few people are as qualified as General Butler to advance the
argument encapsulated in his book's sensational title. When War is a Racket was first published in
1935, Butler was the most decorated American soldier of his time. He had lead several successful
military operations in the Caribbean and in Central America, as well as in Europe during the First
World War. Despite his success and his heroic status, however, Butler came away from these
experiences with a deeply troubled view of both the purpose and the results of warfare.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Butler, Dragan Nikolic,
2014-11-04 War is a Racket is marine general, Smedley Butler's classic treatise on why wars are
conducted, who profits from them, and who pays the price. Few people are as qualified as General
Butler to advance the argument encapsulated in his book's sensational title. When War is a Racket
was first published in 1935, Butler was the most decorated American soldier of his time. He had lead
several successful military operations in the Caribbean and in Central America, as well as in Europe
during the First World War. Despite his success and his heroic status, however, Butler came away
from these experiences with a deeply troubled view of both the purpose and the results of warfare.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley D. Butler, 1935-04-04

gen smedley butler war is a racket: On Military Science: A Guide to Understanding the
Meaning of F.O.1. (Volume 3) Mikaeel D. Shabazz Muhammad, 2012-09-27 letters, essays, and class
outlines teaching principles of military science based on the life-giving teachings of the Most Hon.
Elijah Muhammad and his servant the Hon. Louis Farrakhan.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Conceived in Liberty Jr. Tierney, 2017-07-05 Conceived
in Liberty is a cultural, sociological and geopolitical review of the uniquely American notion that the
country and its people are exceptional. While all nations have their own patriotic commitments, no
other people have outwardly declared their power as vigorously as have Americans, especially since
World War II.John ]J. Tierney, Jr. advances the idea that liberty is the singular source of the power of
the American worldview and all other elements of this society?equality, patience, charity, justice,
etc.?are derived from liberty. He argues that this worldview comes from this one source and is
responsible for the many movements that may engage the public's interest, such as women's rights,
civil rights, and voting rights. Such movements are all positive, but they could not exist in a society
devoid of liberty.Conceived in Liberty also traces other main components of the American
worldview: geographic expanse, immigration, energy of the populace, diversity, public policies, and
the elements that contribute to exceptionalism. Tierney is not blind to some of the deficiencies of the
United States, but he posits that the liberty it manifests is truly the political globe's last, best hope.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theories in American
History Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, 2019-05-24 This up-to-date introduction to the complex
world of conspiracies and conspiracy theories provides insight into why millions of people are so



ready to believe the worst about our political, legal, religious, and financial institutions.
Unsupported theories provide simple explanations for catastrophes that are otherwise difficult to
understand, from the U.S. Civil War to the Stock Market Crash of 1929 to the terrorist attacks on
the World Trade Center in New York. Ideas about shadowy networks that operate behind a cloak of
secrecy, including real organizations like the CIA and the Mafia and imagined ones like the
[lluminati, additionally provide a way for people to criticize prevailing political and economic
arrangements, while for society's disadvantaged and forgotten groups, conspiracy theories make
their suffering and alienation comprehensible and provide a focal point for their economic or
political frustrations. These volumes detail the highly controversial and influential phenomena of
conspiracies and conspiracy theories in American society. Through interpretive essays and factual
accounts of various people, organizations, and ideas, the reader will gain a much greater
appreciation for a set of beliefs about political scheming, covert intelligence gathering, and criminal
rings that has held its grip on the minds of millions of American citizens and encouraged them to
believe that the conspiracies may run deeper, and with a global reach.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Pacifism as War Abolitionism Cheyney Ryan, 2024-03-12
Responding to the unprecedented violence of our times, and the corresponding interest in nonviolent
solutions, this book takes up the heart of pacifism: its critique of what pacifists have termed the war
system. Pacifism as War Abolitionism provides an account of the war system that draws on
contemporary sociology, history, and political philosophy. The core of its critique of that system is
that war begets war, and hence war will not be ended—or even constrained—by finding more
principled ways to fight war, as many imagine. War can only be ended by ending the war system,
which can only be done nonviolently. This has been the message of pacifism's great voices like
Gandhi, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Dorothy Day. It is the principal message of this book. Key
Features Draws extensively on the sociological and historical research on war to expand the usual
philosophical discussion beyond hypothetical accounts Expands the dialogues on the ethics of war
beyond just war theory to its principal alternative: pacifism Engages discussion of empire and
imperialism in relation to the logic and development of the war system Presents pacifism’s response
to the reality of war today, including the idea of never-ending war

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Imperialism and Expansionism in American History
Chris J. Magoc, David Bernstein, 2015-12-14 This four-volume encyclopedia chronicles the historical
roots of the United States' current military dominance, documenting its growth from continental
expansionism to hemispheric hegemony to global empire. This groundbreaking four-volume
encyclopedia offers sweeping coverage of a subject central to American history and of urgent
importance today as the nation wrestles with a global imperial posture and the long-term viability of
the largest military establishment in human history. The work features more than 650 entries
encompassing the full scope of American expansionism and imperialism from the colonial era
through the 21st-century War on Terror. Readers will learn about U.S.-Native American conflicts;
19th-century land laws; early forays overseas, for example, the opening of Japan; and America's
imperial conflicts in Cuba and the Philippines. U.S. interests in Latin America are explored, as are
the often-forgotten ambitions that lay behind the nation's involvement in the World Wars. The work
also offers extensive coverage of the Cold War and today's ongoing conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Africa, and the Middle East as they relate to U.S. national interests. Notable individuals, including
American statesmen, military commanders, influential public figures, and anti-imperialists are
covered as well. The inclusion of cultural elements of American expansionism and imperialism—for
example, Hollywood films and protest music—helps distinguish this set from other more limited
works.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: End of Oblivion: The Great Deceit and Why We Need
to Reclaim Our Spiritual Evolution Aleksandar Ostojic, 2019-08-08 End of Oblivion: The Great
Deceit and Why We Need to Reclaim Our Spiritual Evolution is an informal overview of the current
state of humanity and the world, and delves into how our perceptions of reality have been drastically
distorted to the point where the majority of the population cannot perceive distortion any longer.




Deceit is present in every area of our lives, but beneath these secular manifestations, deeper
metaphysical undercurrents are interlacing with our spiritual, evolutionary direction. Armed with a
wealth of factual evidence as well as personal observations, the author puts forth a compelling
explanation as to who is really behind this great deceit and offers choices on how to break free for
those curious enough to ponder. It is time to remove our blindfolds, to consciously choose our path,
and to reclaim the true purpose of our being - our spiritual evolution. The book reflects on the Law
of One material.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Seeds of Revolution lam A. Freeman, 2014-03-26 A
Collection of Axioms, Passages & Proverbs From Che Guevara Bob Marley Mao Tse Tung George
Jackson Noam Chomsky Patrice Lumumba Leonard Peltier Richard Pryor Bruce Lee H. Rap Brown
Will Rogers Kwame Ture Plato Chief Seattle Maurice Bishop Anne Wilson Schaef Martin Luther
King, Jr. Mahatma Gandhi Helen Keller Stevie Wonder Buddha Fidel Castro Ptah-Hotep Denzel
Washington Socrates Karl Marx Arundhati Roy Paul Robeson Zhuge Liang Malcolm X Confucius
Sekou Toure Marvin Gaye Mother Jones Hugo Chavez Kwame Nkrumah Ho Chi Minh Amilcar Cabral
Eugene V. Debs Jose Mart James Loewen Marcus Garvey Augusto Sandino Aesops Fables Harriet
Tubman Chief Joseph Frantz Fanon Mark Twain Simon Bolivar Thomas Sankara Lao Tzu Miriam
Makeba Howard Zinn Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. Subcomandante Marcos Mumia Abu-Jamal Kim Il
Sung Sitting Bull W.E.B. Du Bois Red Cloud Paramahansa Yogananda David Walker Assata Shakur
Albert Camus Steve Biko KRS-One George Santayana Carter G. Woodson Black Hawk Muhammad
Ali John Lennon Chuck D John H. Clarke I Ching Jean-Jacques Rousseau Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe Victor Hugo Salvador Allende Dick Gregory Emiliano Zapata Oprah Winfrey Upton Sinclair
Bill Cosby Cesar Chavez John Brown Various International Proverbs Jack London Henry David
Thoreau Frederick Douglass Emma Goldman Michael Jordan George Orwell Rage Against The
Machine Albert Einstein Kareem Abdul-Jabar Voltaire Thomas Carlyle Lauryn Hill Sojourner Truth
Depak Chopra The Bible Prophet Muhammad Rumi V.I. Lenin Meister Eckhart Fred Hampton
Michael Moore The Tao George Carlin Ralph Nader Rosa Parks Margaret Storm Jameson Louis
Farrakhan Nina Simone Yuri Kochiyama Woody Guthrie Bertrand Russell Rosa Luxemburg Willie
Nelson Joan Baez Bhagavad-Gita Gen. Smedley Butler Fyodor Dostoyevsky Duke Ellington Ralph
Waldo Emerson Jawanza Kunjufu Erich Fromm Jimi Hendrix Big Elk Fannie Lou Hamer Immanuel
Kant Ziggy Marley Poor Richards Almanac Public Enemy Bill Russell Kenneth Stampp Spock Peter
Tosh Nat Turner Desmond Tutu Sun Tzu Booker T. Washington Saul Alinsky The Zulu Declaration
Brother A Collection of Axioms, Passages & Proverbs On God Faith Endurance Agitate Organize
Unity Commun-all-ism Comrades Enemies No (Know) Sellouts United Snakes of America The Rich &
Greedy Warmongers The Slick, Selfish & Wicked The Humble, Righteous & Just Resistance
Independence Criticism/Self-Criticism Time Tell-Lie-Vision Poverty/Class Struggle Poli-tricks The
(In) Just-Us System Women Children Family Pride Death Culture History Slavery The African
Holocaust The Question of Race Religion Money Work Education Knowledge & Wisdom Political
Power Socialism Revolution Free the Land Afreeka God

gen smedley butler war is a racket: The Pathway Towards Peace: U.S. Human Rights
Manifesto Janelle Marina Méndez Viera, 2023-05-10 In The Pathway Towards Peace: U.S. Human
Rights Manifesto, Janelle Marina Méndez Viera exposes the American billionaire patriarchy's
strategic takeover of democracy and delves into the intersection of two social scientific theories
regarding racism thought to be conflicting and synthesizes both concepts into her theory of
psychosocial racism and sexism. Through her own experiences as a child-sex slave in the U.S.
Marine Corps and through her work leading the Military Sexual Trauma Movement, Méndez Viera as
a human rights executive and movement leader, she shines a light on the dark side of the tourism
industry and American exports, by relocating to the Dominican Republic to investigate the
experiences of enslaved Haitians. She connects modern slavery in the Caribbean to the
radicalization of boys and men in the U.S. military and the role mass communication plays in their
indoctrination. This powerful manifesto is a compelling account of one woman's resistance and fight
for the abolition of modern slavery in the Western Hemisphere. Janelle Marina Méndez Viera not



only exposes the threat to democracy and the junction of racism and sexism in American society, but
she also predicts the January 6th Insurrection six weeks before it occurs. On November 11th, 2020,
in a speech in Washington D.C. at a press conference she organized called, Fight for our Freedom,
she warns of a looming national security issue involving veterans and Marines. Through her
development of the radicalization pipeline model, Méndez Viera is able to accurately predict and
assess risks in order protect herself from violent attacks on her life. Méndez Viera uses her
extensive knowledge and expertise to guide and educate Americans on how to defend democracy
and create lasting peace. Her theory of psychosocial racism, sexism and misogyny posits that these
systemic issues are psychological delusions that evolve into social constructs when mass media
creates propaganda on behalf of billionaire patriarchy. Loyal audiences usually made up of male
involuntary celibates are intentionally recruited on to the radicalization pipeline through google
queries that respond to self-help questions such as “how do I get girls to like me or how do I attract
women?” The manosphere then places bids on google searches and returns dating gurus like
Andrew Tate who indoctrinate men and teen boys through mid-level radicalization by showing them
misogynistic content that externalizes their insecurities to make these men and boys hate women
and minorities. They become defenders of patriarchy and fight against feminism, civil rights and
social justice through coordinated online harassment, threats, physical violence and domestic
terrorism. Méndez Viera lays out how to spot the red flags early on and discusses what society can
do to create peace and minimize the recruitment into the radicalization pipeline. Méndez Viera
analyses the illicit sex markets in the Western Hemisphere compared to legalized and regulated
markets around the world. She investigates sexual violence, slavery and prostitution in the
Caribbean and its ties to chattel slavery while discussing legalized and regulated markets in Nevada
and the Netherlands that have higher levels of protection, safety and workers' rights. These areas
have been able to reduce child sexual slavery through the regulated sex markets. Méndez Viera
discusses the combining regulation, legalization and psychological therapy for involuntary celibate
males can be a powerful tool for preventing recruitment into the radicalization pipeline and thus
preventing gender violence, mass violence, modern slavery and domestic terrorism in the United
States of America.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Main Street Conservatism Emile Doak, 2022-11-15 The
political right is at an inflection point. The policies that have guided the conservative movement for
decades are no longer relevant to the problems we face. Donald Trump's election exposed the vast
chasm between the priorities of the conservative professional class, and those of the voters it
purportedly serves. But this chasm existed long before it was exposed in 2016, and as we move
further into the post-Trump era, these issues aren't going away. The right must contend with the
forces that drove Trump to power. The American Conservative has been contending with those very
forces for two decades. Launched in 2002 to reignite conversations conservatives had neglected for
too long, the magazine has emerged as the best explainer of our present discontents—and the
distinct “Main Street” conservatism that it forms as the best path forward. Main Street
Conservatism: The Future of the Right takes seminal essays from TAC's robust back catalog and
presents them in four broad topic areas that are driving our ongoing political realignment: foreign
policy, political economy, American culture, and faith & family. TAC's prescience on these issues
creates an anthology that is very much relevant to the issues we now face. The magazine was
founded in opposition to the Iraq war, and has been a consistent proponent of a foreign policy fit for
a republic, not an empire, ever since. Long before the 2008 financial crisis, the magazine warned of
the pitfalls of globalization and an over-financialized economy. On immigration, TAC's prescience on
these issues creates an anthology that is very much relevant to the issues we now inaugural editorial
took seriously the challenge of assimilation, and placed the issue in the context of defending and
defining a uniquely American culture. And all the while, the magazine has been mindful to robustly
defend the bedrock of our society: faith and family. With essays from leading conservatives like
Patrick J. Buchanan, Sir Roger Scruton, Walter McDougall, Robert W. Merry, Rod Dreher, and many
more, Main Street Conservatism: The Future of the Right is far more than a disjointed anthology.



The book, like the magazine from which it is taken, is indispensable for understanding American
conservatism in our current moment.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: Peril, Perseverance, and Perversion Ryan LaMothe,
2025-02-04 This book explores the varied ways men respond to the precarities of life. Using novels
and autobiographies, LaMothe surveys depictions of masculinities gone awry as well as portrayals of
courageous, resilient men who find ways to adopt more life-enriching forms of relating to other men,
women, and more-than-human species.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: In Pursuit of Justice Ralph Nader, 2011-01-04 Ralph
Nader is one of America’s most controversial—and uncompromising— public figures. He is a man on
a mission who believes that taking on the powers that be involves more than just talking about it—it
also means taking action. From car safety in the 1960s to opposition to the World Trade
Organization in the 1990s, Nader’s work has increased government responsiveness to citizens,
served as a check against the abuse of power by big business, and shaped the political consciousness
of a nation. Nader’s sense of mission is infused in all of his work, especially his weekly columns. In
Pursuit of Justice, a collection of Nader’s most recent, trenchant articles written in the years
immediately following the publication of The Ralph Nader Reader, Nader addresses a broad array of
issues, among them: corporate crime and power, government accountability, media control,
consumer rights, healthcare, congressional reform, nuclear power and energy, racial discrimination,
poverty, food and drug safety, air and water pollution, fair taxation, product liability protection,
union democracy, living family wage, unfair lending practices, community radio, industrial hemp,
banking, pension law, telecommunications and the importance of character. Nader has even
sponsored consumer initiatives to reform university governance, educational testing, daily
newspapers, women's health care, legal services, and professional sports—all of which are reflected
in these sharp and sometimes humorous essays. As informative as it is pleasurable to read, section
after section of In Pursuit of Justice slices through government and corporate propaganda and
reveals the corruption, bias and injustice that all too often connect politics with big business,
thereby impeding the pursuit of justice. Collecting more than one hundred of his most recent
writings, In Pursuit of Justice conveys Nader's inimitable sense of both the global political economy
and our nation's democratic promise.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: International Poetry of the First World War Constance M.
Ruzich, 2020-10-15 Ranging far beyond the traditional canon, this ground-breaking anthology casts
a vivid new light on poetic responses to the First World War. Bringing together poems by soldiers
and non-combatants, patriots and dissenters, and from all sides of the conflict across the world,
International Poetry of the First World War reveals the crucial public role that poetry played in
shaping responses to and the legacies of the conflict. Across over 150 poems, this anthology explores
such topics as the following: - Life at the Front - Psychological trauma - Noncombatants and the
home front - Rationalising the war - Remembering the dead - Peace and the aftermath of the war
With contextual notes throughout, the book includes poems written by authors from America,
Australia, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, India, Ireland, Italy,
New Zealand, Russia, and South Africa.

gen smedley butler war is a racket: The Political World of Bob Dylan Jeff Taylor, Chad
Israelson, 2015-07-15 This work illuminates, identifies, and characterizes the influences and
expressions of Bob Dylan's Political World throughout his life and career. An approach nearly as
unique as the singer himself, the authors attempt to remove Dylan from the typical Left/Right
paradigm and place him into a broader and deeper context.
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