free african american history courses
online

Free African American History Courses Online: Unlocking the Past from Anywhere

free african american history courses online offer an incredible opportunity for
learners worldwide to explore the profound and complex history of African Americans
without the constraints of location or cost. Whether you're a student, educator, history
enthusiast, or just someone eager to deepen your understanding of this essential part of
American heritage, these courses provide accessible, rich, and engaging content. The
growing availability of free resources online means that the stories, struggles, and
achievements of African Americans are more accessible than ever before.

In this article, we’ll dive into the best platforms offering these courses, the benefits of
studying African American history online, and tips to make the most out of your learning
journey.

Why Study African American History?

Understanding African American history is crucial not only for grasping the full American
experience but also for appreciating the cultural, social, and political contributions African
Americans have made throughout history. This knowledge fosters empathy, promotes social
justice awareness, and helps contextualize ongoing dialogues about race and equality.

By accessing free African American history courses online, learners can explore topics such
as the Transatlantic Slave Trade, the Civil Rights Movement, African American literature,
influential figures like Harriet Tubman and Martin Luther King Jr., and contemporary issues
that continue to shape society.

Top Platforms Offering Free African American
History Courses Online

The internet is home to many reputable educational platforms that provide high-quality
courses on African American history—completely free. Here are some standout options:

1. Coursera

Coursera partners with top universities and institutions to offer courses that often include
detailed modules on African American history. For instance, courses like “African American
History: From Emancipation to the Present” by Yale University provide comprehensive
coverage of key historical periods. While Coursera offers paid certificates, you can audit
these courses for free, gaining full access to lectures and materials.



2. edX

edX features courses from universities such as Harvard and Georgetown. The “African
American History: The Black Freedom Struggle” course, for example, delves into the social
and political movements that shaped African American experiences. Like Coursera, auditing
courses is free, making it an excellent resource for self-paced learning.

3. The Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture

The Smithsonian offers a treasure trove of educational resources, including online
exhibitions, lectures, and mini-courses. Their interactive content is designed to engage
learners of all ages and backgrounds, providing firsthand accounts, artifacts, and scholarly
insights into African American history.

4. Khan Academy

Khan Academy provides accessible lessons on U.S. history with dedicated sections covering
African American history. Their video-based approach is perfect for visual learners and
those looking for concise explanations of complex events and figures.

5. OpenLearn by The Open University

OpenLearn offers free courses with a broader historical scope, including modules that focus
on race, identity, and African American contributions. These courses emphasize critical
thinking and encourage learners to explore history from multiple perspectives.

Benefits of Taking Free African American History
Courses Online

Accessibility and Flexibility

One of the greatest advantages of free African American history courses online is
accessibility. You can learn at your own pace, pause and rewind lectures, and revisit
materials whenever needed. This flexibility suits busy schedules and different learning
styles, making history education more inclusive.



Diverse Perspectives and Inclusive Content

Many online courses are developed by scholars from diverse backgrounds, ensuring that
content goes beyond traditional narratives. Learners can explore lesser-known stories,
cultural contributions, and critical analyses that might not be emphasized in standard
textbooks.

Cost-Effective Learning

High-quality education doesn’t always have to come with a hefty price tag. Free courses
eliminate financial barriers, allowing anyone passionate about history to access valuable
resources and deepen their understanding without worrying about tuition fees.

Community Engagement and Discussion

Some platforms incorporate discussion forums or live sessions, enabling learners to engage
with peers and instructors. This interactive element helps foster a community of learners
passionate about African American history, promoting enriching conversations and shared
insights.

Key Topics Covered in Free African American
History Courses Online

While course content varies, several recurring themes and topics appear across many
offerings:

e Slavery and Emancipation: The origins of African American history, including the
Transatlantic Slave Trade and the abolition of slavery.

e The Civil Rights Movement: A deep dive into the struggles for equality, significant
leaders, and landmark legislation.

e Cultural Contributions: Exploration of African American influences in music,
literature, art, and cuisine.

* Intersectionality and Identity: Discussions on race, gender, class, and how these
intersect in African American experiences.

e Contemporary Issues: Examination of ongoing social justice movements, systemic
racism, and policy debates.



Tips for Maximizing Your Learning Experience

Create a Study Schedule

Even though online courses offer flexibility, setting a dedicated time for study helps
maintain momentum. Consistency is key to retaining information and progressing through
materials.

Engage Actively with Course Content

Take notes, participate in discussion forums if available, and seek out supplementary
materials such as documentaries, books, or podcasts that complement your coursework.

Apply Critical Thinking

Approach historical narratives critically by questioning sources, considering multiple
viewpoints, and making connections to current events. This approach deepens your
understanding and appreciation of the subject.

Share Your Knowledge

Discuss what you learn with friends, family, or online communities. Teaching others or
simply sharing insights can reinforce your learning and spark meaningful conversations.

The Growing Importance of Digital Learning in
African American History

The surge in digital education has revolutionized how history is taught and accessed. For
African American history, this shift is particularly impactful because it allows marginalized
voices and stories to reach a wider audience. Online platforms can curate diverse
materials—oral histories, photographs, archival documents—that bring history to life in
ways textbooks alone can't.

Furthermore, the ability to engage with interactive timelines, virtual museum tours, and
multimedia presentations enriches the learning experience. Students can explore the
Harlem Renaissance through music clips, or witness the impact of the Black Panther Party
through video footage, all from their devices.



Embracing Lifelong Learning Through Free
African American History Courses

Engaging with African American history online is not limited to formal education settings.
Many learners turn to these courses to broaden their worldview, inform activism, or simply
satisfy personal curiosity. The availability of free courses makes it easier to embrace
lifelong learning, enabling individuals to revisit history as new perspectives and scholarship
emerge.

Whether you want to understand the roots of systemic inequality or celebrate the triumphs
and resilience of African American communities, free African American history courses
online provide a valuable gateway. They equip you with knowledge and critical awareness
that resonate beyond the classroom, influencing how we view society and our shared past.

By taking advantage of these resources, you join a growing movement of learners
committed to honoring history, fostering inclusion, and building a more informed future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find free African American history courses
online?

You can find free African American history courses on platforms like Coursera, edX, Khan
Academy, and OpenLearn, which offer comprehensive courses from reputable universities
and institutions.

Are there any free African American history courses
offered by top universities?

Yes, universities such as Harvard, Yale, and the University of Pennsylvania offer free African
American history courses online through platforms like edX and Coursera.

What topics are typically covered in free African
American history courses online?

These courses typically cover topics such as the Transatlantic Slave Trade, the Civil Rights
Movement, African American culture and contributions, the Harlem Renaissance, and the
ongoing struggle for racial equality.

Can | get a certificate after completing free African
American history courses online?

Many platforms offer free access to course materials, but obtaining a certificate usually
requires a fee. However, some courses occasionally provide free certificates through



financial aid or special promotions.

Are free African American history courses suitable for
beginners?

Yes, most free African American history courses online are designed for learners of all
levels, including beginners, and provide foundational knowledge along with advanced
insights.

Additional Resources

Free African American History Courses Online: Exploring Accessible Educational Resources

free african american history courses online have become increasingly popular as
more learners seek to understand the rich, complex narratives that shape the African
American experience. These digital offerings provide accessible and diverse perspectives
on history, culture, and social movements, catering to a wide audience from students and
educators to lifelong learners. The growing availability and variety of these courses
underscore a broader commitment to inclusive education and the democratization of
knowledge.

Understanding the Landscape of Free African
American History Courses Online

The surge in free online courses focusing on African American history reflects a larger trend
in digital education. Platforms such as Coursera, edX, Khan Academy, and university-
sponsored portals have curated content that spans from the origins of slavery to
contemporary civil rights movements. These courses are often developed by respected
scholars and institutions, ensuring academic rigor alongside accessibility.

One key feature of these courses is their modular format, allowing learners to engage at
their own pace. Many include video lectures, reading materials, and interactive
assessments, which enhance comprehension and retention. The availability of subtitles and
transcripts further broadens accessibility for non-native English speakers and individuals
with disabilities.

Top Platforms Offering Free African American History
Courses

Several reputable platforms stand out for their comprehensive offerings in this field:

e Coursera - Partnering with universities like Yale and the University of Pennsylvania,
Coursera offers courses such as “The African American Experience” and “Slavery and



the Making of America.” These courses typically provide free access to materials with
an option to pay for certification.

e edX - Harvard and other institutions contribute courses on African American history,
including topics like civil rights and African American literature. edX’s audit option
allows learners to access content without fees.

e Khan Academy - Known for its user-friendly interface, Khan Academy offers concise
videos and articles covering African American history, particularly within the context
of U.S. history.

e Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture -
While not a traditional course provider, the Smithsonian offers virtual exhibitions and
educational resources that complement formal learning.

Each platform has its own strengths: Coursera and edX excel in academic depth, Khan
Academy provides bite-sized and accessible content, and the Smithsonian offers rich
multimedia experiences.

Curriculum Focus and Content Diversity

Free African American history courses online cover a spectrum of themes, ensuring a
holistic view of the subject:

e Slavery and Abolition: Many courses delve into the transatlantic slave trade, the
economics of slavery, and abolitionist movements, providing context to systemic
inequalities.

e Civil Rights Movement: Detailed explorations of landmark events, figures like
Martin Luther King Jr., and legislation such as the Civil Rights Act are common focal
points.

e Cultural Contributions: Courses often highlight African American influences in
music, literature, art, and politics, broadening the narrative beyond oppression to
celebrate achievement and resilience.

* Contemporary Issues: Some offerings address ongoing challenges related to race,
social justice, and policy, linking historical knowledge to present-day discourse.

This diversity ensures learners gain not only historical facts but also cultural insight and
critical thinking skills relevant to current social dynamics.



Evaluating the Benefits and Limitations of Free
Online Courses

While free African American history courses online offer tremendous educational value, it is
important to weigh their benefits against potential limitations.

Advantages

e Accessibility: Removing financial barriers enables a wider demographic to engage
with African American history, promoting inclusivity.

e Flexibility: Self-paced study allows learners to balance education with other
commitments.

* Varied Learning Formats: Incorporation of videos, readings, quizzes, and discussion
forums caters to different learning styles.

e Expert Instruction: Many courses are taught by prominent historians and scholars,
ensuring quality content.

Limitations

e Lack of Personalized Feedback: Free courses often do not provide direct
interaction with instructors, potentially limiting learner engagement.

* Certification Costs: While content access is free, obtaining formal certification may
require payment.

e Variable Depth: Some courses may offer introductory perspectives without delving
deeply into complex topics.

* Technological Barriers: Users without reliable internet access or digital literacy may
face challenges.

Despite these considerations, the overall value of free online courses in fostering
knowledge and awareness remains significant.



Integrating Free African American History
Courses into Broader Educational Goals

Educators and institutions increasingly recognize the importance of supplementing
traditional curricula with these free online resources. By incorporating such courses, schools
can provide students with nuanced understandings of American history that center African
American experiences often marginalized in mainstream narratives.

Additionally, lifelong learners and community organizations utilize these courses to promote
social consciousness and cultural competence. The ease of access means that individuals
interested in genealogy, activism, or professional development can engage in meaningful
study without financial or geographical constraints.

Comparative Insights: Free vs. Paid African American
History Courses

While free courses offer substantial content, some learners might consider paid options for
enhanced features:

 Depth and Specialization: Paid courses often provide extensive modules on niche
topics such as African American philosophy or legal history.

e Interactive Elements: Live discussions, mentorship, and personalized assignments
are more common in paid formats.

* Credentialing: Accredited certificates and degrees are typically available only
through paid programs.

However, for many users, free courses strike an effective balance between accessibility and
quality, making them an excellent starting point or supplement.

The Future of African American History Education
Online

As digital education evolves, the availability and quality of free African American history
courses online are likely to expand. Emerging technologies such as virtual reality and Al-
driven personalization may soon enhance learner engagement and immersion. Additionally,
growing societal emphasis on racial equity underscores the importance of accessible
historical education.

Institutions committed to social justice are increasingly collaborating to develop inclusive



curricula that reflect diverse perspectives. This trend suggests that free African American
history courses will continue to play a vital role in shaping informed, empathetic, and
culturally aware citizens.

In essence, these courses represent more than academic study; they are tools for
empowerment and understanding that resonate across communities and generations.

Free African American History Courses Online

free african american history courses online: AP® U.S. History Crash Course Book +
Online Larry Krieger, Gregory Feldmeth, 2015-01-19 REA's Crash Course for the AP® U.S. History
Exam - Gets You a Higher Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time Completely Revised for the
2015 Exam! Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or
anyone who wants a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying
for your Advanced Placement® U.S. History exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need
to know before the test? Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost
your score? If this sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S. History is just
what you need. Our Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need
to Know Fully revised for the 2015 AP® U.S. History exam, this Crash Course is based on an
in-depth analysis of the revised AP® U.S. History course description outline and sample AP® test
questions. It covers only the information tested on the new exam, so you can make the most of your
valuable study time. Expert Test-taking Strategies Crash Course presents detailed, question-level
strategies for answering both the multiple-choice and essay questions. By following this advice, you
can boost your score in every section of the test. Take REA's Online Practice Exam After studying
the material in the Crash Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what you've learned.
Our practice exam features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and automatic scoring
analysis. The exam is balanced to include every topic and type of question found on the actual AP®
exam, so you know you're studying the smart way. Whether you're cramming for the test at the last
minute, looking for extra review, or want to study on your own in preparation for the exams - this is
the study guide every AP® U.S. History student must have. When it's crucial crunch time and your
Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash Course for AP® U.S.
History!

free african american history courses online: ,

free african american history courses online: Encyclopedia of African American History,
1896 to the Present Paul Finkelman, 2009 Alphabetically-arranged entries from A to C that
explores significant events, major persons, organizations, and political and social movements in
African-American history from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.

free african american history courses online: African Americans in the Nineteenth Century
Dixie Ray Haggard, 2010-03-11 A revealing volume that portrays the lives of African Americans in all
its variety across the entire 19th century—combining coverage of the pre- and post-Civil War eras.
Uniquely inclusive, African Americans in the Nineteenth Century: People and Perspectives offers a
wealth of insights into the way African Americans lived and how slave-era experiences affected their
lives afterward. Coverage goes beyond well-known figures to focus on the lives of African American
men, women, and children across the nation, battling the oppression and prejudice that didn't stop
with emancipation while they tried to establish their place as Americans. The book ranges from the
African origins of African American communities to coverage of slave communities, female slaves,
slave-slave holder relations, and freed persons. Additional chapters look at African Americans in the
Civil War, Reconstruction, and Jim Crow eras. An alphabetically organized mini-encyclopedia, plus


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/free-african-american-history-courses-online.pdf

additional information sources round out this eye-opening work of social history.

free african american history courses online: Handbook of Black Librarianship Andrew P.
Jackson, Marva L. DeLoach, Michele Fenton, 2024-12-15 Winner of the BCALA 2025 Literary Award
for Outstanding Contribution to Publishing As Dr. Josey and Ms. DeLoach wrote in their Introduction
to the second edition of The Handbook of Black Librarianship: “In designing the second edition of
The Handbook of Black Librarianship, the editors felt that this work should be a reference tool
related to the various aspects of African Americans in librarianship and their work in libraries.” That
first edition covered issues faced by black library professionals in the various fields of librarianship;
organizations formed; black library collections and books; resources and other areas of progress.
The second edition, published twenty-three years later, highlighted more current events in Black
librarianship: early and contemporary library organizations, vital issues, African American
resources, discussions on and about librarianship, a focus on health librarianship, and information
resources and education. It has now been another twenty-two years since the last edition and time to
reflect on “various aspects of African Americans” in our profession as well as the advancements over
the past two and a half decades and to review those issues African Americans still face and how
modern technological advancements have impacted our profession and the lives of Black librarians.
This third edition's coverage includes: Pioneers and Landmark Episodes; A Chronology of Events in
Black Librarianship; African American Forerunners in Librarianship; Modern Day Black Library
Organizations; Vital Issues in Black Librarianship; Library Service to Our Communities; Library
Technology and Black Librarianship; Pearls from Our Retirees; Issues in Diversity, Inclusion and
Multiculturalism; African Library Resources and Education; Banned Books; and Significant Books
and Periodicals for Black Collections

free african american history courses online: Free People of Color: Oxford
Bibliographies Online Research Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-06-01 This ebook is a
selective guide designed to help scholars and students of the ancient world find reliable sources of
information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format
they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and
blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic
information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial
commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated. This ebook is just one of many
articles from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Atlantic History, a continuously updated and growing
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other
materials relevant to the study of Atlantic History, the study of the transnational interconnections
between Europe, North America, South America, and Africa, particularly in the early modern and
colonial period. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social
science and humanities, for more information visit www.oxfordbibliographies.com.

free african american history courses online: The ~AOxford Guide to Library Research
Thomas Mann, 2015-02-27 In this fourth edition of The Oxford Guide to Library Research Thomas
Mann spells out the range of amazing resources available in research libraries that cannot be found
on the Internet. These include not only the tens of millions of books, journals and other post-1923
printed sources that cannot be digitized because of copyright restrictions, but a rich array of
subscription databases in all subject areas that are not accessible on the open Web, but are freely
searchable via research libraries. The Oxford Guide to Library Research provides scores of concrete
examples drawn from the experience of a veteran reference librarian who has helped tens of
thousands of researchers over three decades.

free african american history courses online: AP U.S. History Premium, 2025: Prep Book
with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Eugene V. Resnick, 2024-07-02 Be
prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP U.S. History
Premium, 2025 includes in-depth content review and online practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to
be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is
written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to



the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like
having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5
full-length practice tests--2 in the book and 3 more online-plus detailed answer explanationsand
sample responses for all questions Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all
Units on the AP U.S. History Exam Reinforce your learning with multiple-choice practice questions
at the end of each chapter that cover frequently tested topics within that unit Refine your historical
thinking skills and learn how to make connections between topics by reviewing hundreds of sidebars
throughout the book that define and relate key ideas Online Practice Continue your practice with 3
full-length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a
timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice
Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress Looking for more ways to prep? Check
out Barron's AP U.S. History Podcast wherever you get your favorite podcasts AND power up your
study sessions with Barron's AP U.S. History on Kahoot!-- additional, free prep to help you ace your
exam!

free african american history courses online: Notorious in the Neighborhood Joshua D.
Rothman, 2003 In this study of interracial sex in antebellum Virginia, Rothman examines a wide
range of relationships--between whites and free people of color and whites and slaves, between
black women and white men and between black men and white women--and the complicated
responses these relationships inspired.

free african american history courses online: Free Soil in the Atlantic World Sue
Peabody, Keila Grinberg, 2016-04-14 Free Soil in the Atlantic World examines the principle that
slaves who crossed particular territorial frontiers- from European medieval cities to the Atlantic
nation states of the nineteenth century- achieved their freedom. Based upon legislation and judicial
cases, each essay considers the legal origins of Free Soil and the context in which it was invoked:
medieval England, Toulouse and medieval France, early modern France and the Mediterranean, the
Netherlands, eighteenth-century Portugal, nineteenth-century Angola, nineteenth-century Spain and
Cuba, and the Brazilian-Paraguay borderlands. On the one hand, Free Soil policies were deployed by
weaker polities to attract worker-settlers; however, by the eighteenth century, Free Soil was
increasingly invoked by European imperial centres to distinguish colonial regimes based in slavery
from the privileges and liberties associated with the metropole. This book was originally published
as a special issue of Slavery and Abolition.

free african american history courses online: The Gospel of Freedom Alicestyne Turley,
2022-08-16 Wilbur H. Siebert published his landmark study of the Underground Railroad in 1898,
revealing a secret system of assisted slave escapes. Siebert's research relied on the accounts of
northern white male abolitionists, and while useful in understanding the northern boundaries of the
journey, his work omits the complicated narrative of assistance below the Mason-Dixon Line. In The
Gospel of Freedom: Black Evangelicals and the Underground Railroad, author Alicestyne Turley
positions Kentucky as a crucial pass through territory and addresses the important contributions of
antislavery southerners who formed organized networks to assist those who were enslaved in the
Deep South. Drawing on family history and lore as well as a large range of primary sources, Turley
shows how free and enslaved African Americans developed successful systems to help those
enslaved below the Mason-Dixon Line. Illuminating the roles of these Black freedom fighters, Turley
questions the validity of long-held conclusions based on Siebert's original work and suggests new
areas of inquiry for further exploration. The Gospel of Freedom seeks to fill in the historical gaps
and promote the lost voices of the Underground Railroad.

free african american history courses online: Rethinking Free Speech Peter Ives,
2024-11-12T00:00:00Z Clashes over free speech rights and wrongs haunt public debates about the
state of democracy, freedom and the future. While freedom of speech is recognized as foundational
to democratic society, its meaning is persistently misunderstood and distorted. Prominent
commentators have built massive platforms around claims that their right to free speech is being
undermined. Critics of free speech correctly see these claims as a veil for misogyny,




white-supremacy, colonialism and transphobia, concluding it is a political weapon to conserve
entrenched power arrangements. But is this all there is to say? Rethinking Free Speech will change
the way you think about the politics of speech and its relationship to the future of freedom and
democracy in the age of social media. Political theorist Peter Ives offers a new way of thinking about
the essential and increasingly contentious debates around the politics of speech. Drawing on
political philosophy, including the classic arguments of JS Mill, and everyday examples, Ives takes
the reader on a journey through the hotspots of today’s raging speech wars. In its bold and careful
insights on the combative politics of language, Rethinking Free Speech provides a map for critically
grasping these battles as they erupt in university classrooms, debates around the meaning of
antisemitism, the “cancelling” of racist comedians and the proliferation of hate speech on social
media. This is an original and essential guide to the perils and possibilities of communication for
democracy and justice. Clashes over free speech rights and wrongs haunt public debates about the
state of democracy, freedom and the future. While freedom of speech is recognized as foundational
to democratic society, its meaning is persistently misunderstood and distorted. Prominent
commentators have built massive platforms around claims that their right to free speech is being
undermined. Critics of free speech correctly see these claims as a veil for misogyny,
white-supremacy, colonialism and transphobia, concluding that it is a political weapon to conserve
entrenched power arrangements. Rethinking Free Speech will change the way you think about the
politics of speech in the age of social media. Peter Ives offers a new way of thinking about the
essential and increasingly contentious debates around the politics of speech. Drawing on political
philosophy and everyday examples, Ives takes the reader on a journey through the hotspots of
today’s raging speech wars. This book provides a map for critically grasping these battles as they
erupt in university classrooms, debates around the meaning of antisemitism, the “cancelling” of
racist comedians and the proliferation of hate speech on social media. This is an original and
essential guide to the perils and possibilities of communication for democracy and justice.

free african american history courses online: Forgotten African American Firsts Hans
Ostrom, J. David Macey Jr., 2023-03-16 Winner of the 2024 RUSA Outstanding Reference Award This
book introduces students to African-American innovators and their contributions to art,
entertainment, sports, politics, religion, business, and popular culture. While the achievements of
such individuals as Barack Obama, Toni Morrison, and Thurgood Marshall are well known, many
accomplished African Americans have been largely forgotten or deliberately erased from the
historical record in America. This volume introduces students to those African Americans whose
successes in entertainment, business, sports, politics, and other fields remain poorly understood. Dr.
Charles Drew, whose pioneering research on blood transfusions saved thousands of lives during
World War II; Mae Jemison, an engineer who in 1992 became the first African American woman to
travel in outer space; and Ethel Waters, the first African American to star in her own television
show, are among those chronicled in Forgotten African American Firsts. With nearly 150 entries
across 17 categories, this book has been carefully curated to showcase the inspiring stories of
African Americans whose hard work, courage, and talent have led the course of history in the United
States and around the world.

free african american history courses online: How to Think Tom Chatfield, 2021-06-02 This
is a book about thinking. Engaging and down-to-earth, it captures the habits and practices that are
fundamental to clear thinking and effective study. In his warm and friendly style, Tom Chatfield
shows you how to: Identify and examine your biases Engage in lively, curious skepticism See the
value in emotion and use rhetoric persuasively Know when to say ‘I don't know” Construct reasoned
arguments and explanations Think critically about how you engage with technology. Short and
punchy, the book views critical thinking as a skill to be continually practiced and developed. It
equips you with a toolkit for clearer thinking, describing ten key concepts that help you to apply
what you have learned. Including regular reflective exercises, key concepts, further readings, each
chapter also offers recommendations for how to put the ideas it discusses into practice. This book is
for undergraduate students and anyone looking to understand the core ideas behind critical



thinking. Celebrating both self-reflection and collaboration, this book empowers you to pause, think
twice and, above all, think well.

free african american history courses online: Free Exercise Christopher Beneke, Professor
of History and Associate Dean for the First Year Experience and the Bentley Core Christopher
Beneke, 2024-10-08 Free Exercise is an innovative contribution to both United States constitutional
history and the history of religious toleration in the United States. It traces the routes by which
Americans arrived at the First Amendment's religious clauses, the cultural currents that shaped
their meaning, and the consequences that flowed from them.

free african american history courses online: Bad Students, Not Bad Schools Robert
Weissberg, 2019-01-22 Americans are increasingly alarmed over our nation's educational
deficiencies. Though anxieties about schooling are unending, especially with public institutions,
these problems are more complex than institutional failure. Expenditures for education have
exploded, and far exceed inflation and the rising costs of health care, but academic achievement
remains flat. Many students are unable to graduate from high school, let alone obtain a college
degree. And if they do make it to college, they are often forced into remedial courses. Why, despite
this fiscal extravagance, are educational disappointments so widespread? In Bad Students, Not Bad
Schools, Robert Weissberg argues that the answer is something everybody knows to be true but is
afraid to say in public America's educational woes too often reflect the demographic mix of students.
Schools today are filled with millions of youngsters, too many of whom struggle with the English
language or simply have mediocre intellectual ability. Their lackluster performances are probably
impervious to the current reform prescriptions regardless of the remedy's ideological derivation.
Making matters worse, retention of students in school is embraced as a philosophy even if it impedes
the learning of other students. Weissberg argues that most of America's educational woes would
vanish if indifferent, troublesome students were permitted to leave when they had absorbed as much
as they could learn; they would quickly be replaced by learning-hungry students, including many
new immigrants from other countries. American education survives since we import highly
intelligent, technically skillful foreigners just as we import oil, but this may not last forever. When
educational establishments get serious about world-class mathematics and science, and permit
serious students to learn, problems will dissolve. Rewarding the smartest, not spending fortunes in a
futile quest to uplift the bottom, should become official policy. This book is a bracing reminder of the
risks of political manipulation of education and argues that the measure of policy should be
academic achievment.

free african american history courses online: AP U.S. History Premium, 2024:
Comprehensive Review With 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option Eugene V. Resnick,
2023-07-04 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for AP U.S. History Premium, 2025:
Prep Book with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice, ISBN 9781506291734,
on sale July 2, 2024. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not
guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entities included with
the product.

free african american history courses online: The Small Museum Toolkit Cinnamon
Catlin-Legutko, Stacy Klingler, 2012 As a small museum staff person, you are responsible for a lot,
including areas outside of your expertise or training. You need a quick reference that makes the
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