
cowboys and indians history
Cowboys and Indians History: Exploring the Complex Legacy of the American West

cowboys and indians history is a captivating tale woven into the fabric of American culture,
mythology, and identity. It conjures images of rugged cowboys herding cattle across vast plains and
Native American warriors defending their homelands. However, the reality behind this iconic
narrative is far more complex, nuanced, and deeply rooted in the historical conflicts, cultural
exchanges, and transformations that shaped the American West. By delving into the origins,
interactions, and lasting impacts of cowboys and Native Americans, we can gain a richer
understanding of this pivotal era in United States history.

The Origins of Cowboys and Native American Tribes

Before the romanticized stories of the Wild West took shape, the land was inhabited by diverse
Native American tribes, each with unique cultures, languages, and traditions. These indigenous
peoples, including the Lakota, Cheyenne, Apache, Comanche, and many others, had thrived for
centuries across North America long before European settlers arrived.

The concept of the cowboy emerged later, primarily in the 18th and 19th centuries, influenced
heavily by Spanish vaqueros—skilled horsemen and cattle herders from Mexico. When Anglo-
American settlers moved westward, they adapted many vaquero techniques, combining them with
their own ranching practices to develop the classic cowboy lifestyle.

Native American Societies Before European Contact

Native tribes had complex social structures and economies based on hunting, gathering, and
agriculture. The Great Plains tribes, such as the Sioux and Comanche, became expert horse riders
after horses were reintroduced by the Spanish in the 16th century, revolutionizing their hunting and
warfare capabilities.

The Rise of the Cowboy in the American West

The cowboy's rise was closely tied to the expansion of cattle ranching in the 19th century. After the
Civil War, the demand for beef soared in the eastern United States, prompting cattle drives from
Texas to railheads in Kansas and beyond. Cowboys were essential to managing these long, arduous
drives across often hostile territory.

Interactions Between Cowboys and Native Americans

Understanding the history of cowboys and Indians involves exploring the often turbulent



relationships between settlers and Native tribes. This period was marked by both conflict and
cooperation, shaped by competing claims to land, resources, and cultural survival.

Conflict and Warfare

As settlers encroached on Native lands, tensions escalated, leading to numerous conflicts commonly
referred to as the Indian Wars. These battles, including the infamous Battle of Little Bighorn and the
Wounded Knee Massacre, reflected the clashing interests of Native Americans defending their
territory and the U.S. government’s push for westward expansion.

Many cowboys found themselves caught in the middle, sometimes serving as scouts or soldiers,
other times simply working the land that had been contested. The portrayal of cowboys fighting
Indians in popular culture often simplifies these encounters into a good-versus-evil narrative, but the
reality was more layered, involving political, economic, and cultural dimensions.

Cooperation and Cultural Exchange

Despite conflicts, there were also moments of cooperation and mutual influence. Some cowboys
learned survival skills, tracking, and horsemanship from Native Americans. Likewise, Native tribes
adopted cattle ranching practices and horses introduced by settlers. These exchanges contributed to
the evolving identities of both groups on the frontier.

Myth vs. Reality: How Cowboys and Indians Are
Portrayed in Popular Culture

The image of cowboys and Indians has been immortalized in countless movies, books, and television
shows, often perpetuating stereotypes and romanticized myths that overshadow historical truths.

The Hollywood Western

Hollywood played a significant role in shaping public perceptions by frequently depicting cowboys as
heroic figures and Native Americans as antagonists. This simplified storyline reinforced stereotypes
and ignored the rich diversity and humanity of Native peoples.

Modern Reassessment

In recent decades, historians, filmmakers, and Native voices have worked to correct these
misrepresentations. Efforts to tell more accurate stories highlight Native perspectives, recognize the
injustices suffered, and celebrate the resilience and contributions of indigenous communities.



The Legacy of Cowboys and Indians in Contemporary
America

The history of cowboys and Native Americans is not just a relic of the past; it continues to influence
American culture, identity, and social dynamics today.

Native American Sovereignty and Rights

Ongoing struggles for Native American sovereignty, land rights, and cultural preservation are deeply
connected to the legacies of displacement and conflict from the cowboy and Indian era.
Understanding this history is crucial to supporting Indigenous communities in their efforts toward
justice and self-determination.

The Enduring Symbolism of Cowboys

Cowboys remain potent symbols of independence, resilience, and adventure in American folklore.
Rodeos, country music, and Western fashion all celebrate this heritage, although it's important to
recognize the diverse origins and contributions beyond the popular image.

Educational and Cultural Opportunities

Museums, cultural centers, and historical reenactments offer valuable opportunities to engage with
the authentic stories of both cowboys and Native Americans. Learning about their intertwined
histories fosters greater appreciation and respect for the complexity of the American West.

Understanding the Full Story: Tips for Exploring
Cowboys and Indians History

To truly appreciate the history of cowboys and Indians, consider these approaches:

Seek Diverse Perspectives: Look for sources authored by Native scholars, historians, and
descendants of cowboys to gain multifaceted insights.

Visit Historical Sites: Places like the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum and
Native American reservations provide immersive experiences.

Read Primary Accounts: Diaries, letters, and oral histories offer firsthand views of life
during this period.

Question Popular Media: Critically analyze films and books that depict the West, noting



what they emphasize or omit.

Exploration of the cowboys and indians history reveals a story of conflict, cooperation, and cultural
transformation that shaped the American frontier and continues to resonate today. By moving
beyond stereotypes and embracing complexity, we can honor the legacies of both groups and better
understand the roots of modern American identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Cowboys in American history?
Cowboys were cattle herders in the American West during the late 19th century, known for their
skills in horseback riding, cattle driving, and ranching.

Who were the Native Americans referred to as 'Indians' in this
context?
In this context, 'Indians' refers to the indigenous peoples of North America, who lived across the
continent long before European settlers arrived.

What was the significance of the cowboy and Indian conflicts?
Conflicts between cowboys (often representing settlers or the U.S. government) and Native
Americans arose due to competition over land, resources, and differing cultural values during
westward expansion.

How did the image of cowboys and Indians become popular in
American culture?
The romanticized image of cowboys and Indians was popularized through dime novels, Wild West
shows, movies, and television shows during the late 19th and 20th centuries.

What role did the cattle drives play in cowboy history?
Cattle drives were essential to the cowboy lifestyle, involving herding large groups of cattle across
long distances to railheads for sale and transport to markets.

How did Native American tribes adapt to the presence of
cowboys and settlers?
Many Native American tribes faced displacement and conflict but adapted through various means,
including negotiating treaties, adopting new technologies, and sometimes resisting through warfare.



What were the major laws or policies that affected Native
Americans during the cowboy era?
Policies like the Indian Removal Act, the Dawes Act, and various treaties led to Native American land
loss, forced assimilation, and significant cultural changes.

How accurate are Western movies in portraying cowboys and
Indians history?
Western movies often portray a highly dramatized and sometimes stereotypical version of history,
frequently simplifying or misrepresenting the complex realities of cowboys and Native Americans.

What weapons and tools did cowboys and Native Americans
use historically?
Cowboys typically used revolvers, rifles, lassos, and horses, while Native Americans used bows and
arrows, spears, tomahawks, and later firearms obtained through trade.

How has the perception of cowboys and Indians changed in
modern times?
Modern perspectives recognize the historical injustices faced by Native Americans and seek to
present a more nuanced and respectful understanding of both cowboys and indigenous peoples
beyond stereotypes.

Additional Resources
Cowboys and Indians History: An Investigative Review of a Complex Legacy

cowboys and indians history presents a multifaceted narrative that has shaped American cultural
identity for centuries. Often dramatized in popular media and folklore, the interactions between
cowboys—primarily European-American cattle herders—and Native American tribes are steeped in
complexity, conflict, cooperation, and transformation. This article delves into the historical realities
of this relationship, exploring the social, economic, and cultural forces that influenced the dynamic
between these groups while dispelling common myths and stereotypes.

Historical Context of Cowboys and Native Americans

The term “cowboys and Indians” evokes images of the American West during the 19th century, a
period marked by territorial expansion, frontier settlement, and intense cultural collisions. Cowboys,
often of Anglo-American descent, were integral to the cattle ranching industry that flourished after
the Civil War. Native Americans, comprising hundreds of distinct tribes with diverse cultures and
territories, faced displacement and upheaval as settlers encroached upon their lands.



The Origins of Cowboy Culture

Cowboy culture emerged from a blend of Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo-American cattle herding
traditions. The vaqueros of Mexico introduced techniques, tools, and terminology that heavily
influenced what became the American cowboy identity. By the mid-1800s, the demand for beef in
growing urban centers, combined with the expansion of railroads, propelled cattle drives from Texas
to northern markets.

The cowboy’s role was not simply that of a laborer; it symbolized rugged individualism and frontier
spirit. However, historical evidence shows that the cowboy workforce was ethnically diverse,
including African Americans, Mexicans, and Native Americans themselves, complicating the
monolithic portrayal often seen in Western genre media.

Native American Societies and Their Displacement

Native American tribes in the Great Plains and Southwest had developed rich cultures intricately
connected to the land and its resources. The introduction of the horse, likely through Spanish
colonization, transformed many tribes’ hunting, warfare, and mobility strategies.

As American settlers and cowboys expanded westward, Native Americans were increasingly pushed
off their ancestral lands through treaties, warfare, and forced removals. The Indian Wars, spanning
several decades, chronicled violent confrontations that underscored the clash between indigenous
sovereignty and American expansionism.

Interactions Between Cowboys and Native Americans

The relationship between cowboys and Native Americans was neither uniformly antagonistic nor
cooperative; it fluctuated depending on geography, time period, and specific tribal and settler
groups.

Conflict and Cooperation

Conflicts often arose over land use, water rights, and cattle grazing territories. Cowboys, backed by
government policies, frequently encroached on Native lands, leading to skirmishes and hostilities.
However, there were instances of cooperation and cultural exchange. Some Native Americans
worked as scouts, ranch hands, or cowboys themselves, utilizing their knowledge of the terrain and
horsemanship.

The portrayal of Native Americans as mere adversaries in cowboy narratives overlooks these
nuanced interactions. Scholars emphasize the importance of recognizing Native agency and
adaptability in the face of colonial pressures.



Economic and Social Impacts

The cattle industry contributed to economic development in the West, but it also accelerated
environmental changes that affected indigenous ways of life. Overgrazing and fencing of land
disrupted buffalo herds—central to many Plains tribes’ sustenance and culture—further
marginalizing Native populations.

Socially, the cowboy mythos overshadowed Native American histories, often romanticizing the
frontier while neglecting indigenous perspectives. This imbalance influenced public perception and
policy decisions well into the 20th century.

Representation of Cowboys and Indians in Media and
Culture

The "cowboys and Indians" trope has been a staple of American entertainment, from dime novels
and Wild West shows to Hollywood Westerns and video games. These portrayals have contributed to
enduring stereotypes that simplify and distort the historical realities.

Myth vs. Reality

Popular culture frequently depicts cowboys as heroic figures and Native Americans as antagonistic
“savages,” a dichotomy rooted in colonial narratives. This binary fails to address the diversity within
both groups and the complex socio-political factors at play.

Recent scholarship and media efforts aim to provide more balanced representations, highlighting
Native voices and challenging traditional Western tropes. Films and literature now increasingly
explore themes of cultural survival, identity, and reconciliation.

Impact on Modern Cultural Identity

The legacy of cowboys and Native Americans continues to influence American identity, shaping ideas
about freedom, wilderness, and nationhood. Yet, this legacy also prompts critical reflection on
historical injustices and cultural erasures.

Educational initiatives and museums have begun incorporating indigenous perspectives, fostering a
more inclusive understanding of the American West. This shift encourages audiences to reconsider
the narratives they inherit and the values they uphold.

Key Events and Turning Points

Understanding cowboys and indians history requires attention to pivotal events that defined the era:



The Battle of Little Bighorn (1876): A significant Native American victory led by Sitting
Bull and Crazy Horse against U.S. forces, symbolizing Native resistance.

The Dawes Act (1887): Legislation aimed at assimilating Native Americans by allotting
communal lands to individuals, undermining tribal sovereignty.

The Rise of the Cattle Drives: The Chisholm Trail and other routes facilitated the movement
of millions of cattle, cementing cowboy culture.

The Decline of the Buffalo: Overhunting and habitat loss devastated buffalo populations, a
critical blow to Plains tribes’ economies and cultures.

The Closing of the Frontier (1890): Marked the end of widespread open-range grazing and
Native territorial autonomy, transitioning the West into a new phase.

These milestones illustrate the interconnected fates of cowboys and Native Americans amid the
broader forces of American expansionism.

Reevaluating Cowboys and Indians History in
Contemporary Scholarship

Modern historians and anthropologists emphasize a multidisciplinary approach to this topic,
integrating archaeology, oral histories, and indigenous scholarship to reconstruct a more accurate
and respectful narrative. This reevaluation challenges earlier Eurocentric histories that marginalized
Native perspectives.

The nuanced study of cowboy and Native American interactions reveals patterns of resistance,
adaptation, and cultural exchange often overshadowed by simplistic conflict narratives. It also
underscores the ongoing consequences of colonialism, including systemic inequalities that persist
today.

The Role of Education and Public Memory

Efforts to incorporate comprehensive accounts into school curricula and public commemorations
seek to balance historic recognition with critical analysis. Museums and cultural centers play crucial
roles in presenting artifacts and stories that reflect the diversity and complexity of the American
West.

This educational shift not only honors indigenous heritage but also fosters dialogue about cultural
identity, historical accountability, and reconciliation.

In tracing the layered history of cowboys and Native Americans, it becomes evident that this chapter
of American history defies easy categorization. It is a story of conflict and cooperation, loss and



resilience, myth and reality—one that continues to shape the nation’s cultural landscape and
collective memory.

Cowboys And Indians History

  cowboys and indians history: Cowboys and Indians Royal B. Hassrick, 1984
  cowboys and indians history: The Cowboy Encyclopedia Richard W. Slatta, 1996 Over 450
entries provide information on cowboy history, culture, and myth of both North and South America.
  cowboys and indians history: When Indians Became Cowboys Peter Iverson, 1994 Focusing on
the northern plains and the Southwest, Iverson traces the rise and fall of individual and tribal cattle
industries against the backdrop of changing federal Indian policies. He describes the Indian
Bureau's inability to recognize that most nineteenth-century reservations were better suited to
ranching than farming. Even though allotment and leasing stifled ranching, livestock became
symbols and ranching a new means of resisting, adapting, and living - for remaining Native.
  cowboys and indians history: The Old West Peter Newark, Robin May, 1984 Delves into the
historic American West, revealing the facts behind the legends of notorious and illustrious
Westerners
  cowboys and indians history: Cowboys and Indians Royal B. Hassrick, 1998 A history of
American West and the many types of people who inhabited it. The book discusses the history and
culture of the American-Indian tribes and their battle for survival. Cowboys, miners, ranchers and
outlaws and their legendary past are recounted.
  cowboys and indians history: Canadian Indian Cowboys in Australia Lynda Mannik, 2006
In 1939, a troupe of eight rodeo riders, accompanied by an RCMP officer, travelled to Sydney,
Australia to compete in the Royal Easter Show. The men were expected to compete in various rodeo
events, as well as to sell handicrafts at the fair's Indian village, where they also camped.
International competition in rodeo was very rare at the time, and the team proved to be a popular
draw for Australian audiences. This little-known moment in Canadian history is explored in Canadian
Indian Cowboys in Australia.
  cowboys and indians history: American Cowboy , 1998-05 Published for devotees of the
cowboy and the West, American Cowboy covers all aspects of the Western lifestyle, delivering the
best in entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion, food,
horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography and
you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic that
is the great American West.
  cowboys and indians history: Shooting Cowboys and Indians Andrew Brodie Smith, 2003
Academics have generally dismissed Hollywood's cowboy and Indian movies - one of its defining
successful genres - as specious, one-dimensional, and crassly commercial. In Shooting Cowboys and
Indians, Andrew Brodie Smith challenges this simplistic characterization of the genre, illustrating
the complex and sometimes contentious process by which business interests commercialized images
of the West. Tracing the western from its hazy silent-picture origins in the 1890s to the advent of
talking pictures in the 1920s, Smith examines the ways in which silent westerns contributed to the
overall development of the film industry. Focusing on such early important production companies as
Selig Polyscope, New York Motion Picture, and Essanay, Smith revises current thinking about the
birth of Hollywood and the establishment of Los Angeles as the nexus of filmmaking in the United
States. Smith also reveals the role silent westerns played in the creation of the white male screen
hero that dominated American popular culture in the twentieth century. Illustrated with dozens of
historic photos and movie stills, this engaging and substantive story will appeal to scholars
interested in Western history, film history, and film studies as well as general readers hoping to

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/cowboys-and-indians-history.pdf


learn more about this little-known chapter in popular filmmaking.
  cowboys and indians history: COWBOYS & INDIANS: Life on America's Last Frontier
George Frangoulis, 2014-08-28 COWBOYS & INDIANS: LIFE ON AMERICA'S LAST FRONTIER
--This photo album is a marvelous collection of dramatic pictures of life in the old West. Photographs
and drawngs in this book are of cowboys and Indians -- sometimes while at war, sometimes at peace
-- which depict a time in America's past when our young country was expanding and experiencing
real growing pains. History tells us that the cowboys won, while Native Americans suffered great
losses. However, these pictures present both the cowboys and Indians in all their well remembered
magnificence.
  cowboys and indians history: West/Border/Road Katherine Ann Roberts, 2018-04-18 The
North American entertainment industry is rapidly consolidating, and new modes of technological
delivery challenge Canadian content regulations. An understanding of how Canadian culture
negotiates its rapport with American genres has never been more timely. West/Border/Road offers
an interdisciplinary analysis of contemporary Canadian manifestations of three American genres: the
western, the border, and the road. It situates close readings of literary, film, and television
narratives from both English Canada and Quebec within a larger context of Canadian generic
borrowing and innovation. Katherine Ann Roberts calls upon canonical works in Canadian studies,
theories of genre, and a wide range of scholarship from border studies, cultural studies, and film
studies to examine how genre is appropriated and sometimes reworked and how these cultural
narratives engage with discourses of contemporary Canadian nationhood. The author elucidates Guy
Vanderhaeghe’s rewriting of the codes of the historical western to include the trauma of Aboriginal
peoples, Aritha van Herk’s playful spoof on American western iconography, the politics and perils of
the representation of the Canada-US border in CBC-produced crime television, and how the road
genre inspires and constrains the Québécois and Canadian road movie. A reminder of the power and
limitations of American genres, West/Border/Road provides a nuanced perspective on Canadian
engagement with cultural forms that may be imported but never foreign.
  cowboys and indians history: Comparing Cowboys and Frontiers Richard W. Slatta, 1997
Historians of the American West, perhaps inspired by NAFTA and Internet communication, are
expanding their intellectual horizons across borders north and south. This collection of essays
functions as a how-to guide to comparative frontier research in the Americas. Frontiers specialist
Richard W. Slatta presents topics, techniques, and methods that will intrigue social science
professionals and western history buffs alike as he explores the frontiers of North and South
America from Spanish colonial days into the twentieth century. The always popular cowboy is joined
by the fascinating gaucho, llanero, vaquero, and charro as Slatta compares their work techniques,
roundups, songs, tack, lingo, equestrian culture, and vices. We visit saloons and pulperias as well as
plains and pampas, and Slatta expertly compares clothing, weather, terrain, diets, alcoholic
beverages, card games, and military tactics. From primary records we learn how Europeans, Native
Americans, and African Americans became the ranch hands, cowmen, and buckaroos of the
Americas, and why their dependence on the ranch cattle industry kept them bachelors and landless
peons.
  cowboys and indians history: Indigenous DC Elizabeth Rule, 2023-04-03 The first and fullest
account of the suppressed history and continuing presence of Native Americans in Washington, DC
Washington, DC, is Indian land, but Indigenous peoples are often left out of the national narrative of
the United States and erased in the capital city. To redress this myth of invisibility, Indigenous DC
shines a light upon the oft-overlooked contributions of tribal leaders and politicians, artists and
activists to the rich history of the District of Columbia, and their imprint—at times memorialized in
physical representations, and at other times living on only through oral history—upon this place.
Inspired by author Elizabeth Rule’s award-winning public history mobile app and decolonial mapping
project Guide to Indigenous DC, this book brings together the original inhabitants who call the
District their traditional territory, the diverse Indigenous diaspora who has made community here,
and the land itself in a narrative arc that makes clear that all land is Native land. The



acknowledgment that DC is an Indigenous space inserts the Indigenous perspective into the national
narrative and opens the door for future possibilities of Indigenous empowerment and sovereignty.
This important book is a valuable and informational resource on both Washington, DC, regional
history and Native American history.
  cowboys and indians history: Out West on History's Trail Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-25
In this captivating journey through the Wild West, we delve into a world of cowboys, Indians,
outlaws, and lawmen, exploring the rich history and enduring legacy of this iconic era. From the
Louisiana Purchase to the Transcontinental Railroad, we witness the westward expansion that
shaped the United States. We encounter the struggles and triumphs of the Native American
experience, from the Trail of Tears to the Battle of Little Bighorn. We follow the adventures of the
Frontier Army, the Buffalo Soldiers, and the Rough Riders, who played a pivotal role in securing and
settling the vast Western territories. The Wild West was also a time of lawlessness and adventure,
and we meet legendary figures like Wyatt Earp, Jesse James, and Butch Cassidy. We explore the
world of ranching and agriculture, the mining booms and busts, and the transportation and
communication advances that transformed the West. The Wild West Show captivated audiences with
its thrilling performances, featuring stars like Buffalo Bill Cody and Annie Oakley. We delve into the
literary and cinematic portrayals of the West, from the tales of Owen Wister and Zane Grey to the
films of John Ford and Clint Eastwood. Finally, we examine the enduring legacy of the Wild West,
from the establishment of National Parks to the preservation of Western culture. We explore the
myth and reality of the cowboy and the American Dream, gaining a deeper understanding of this
pivotal era that continues to shape the American identity. **[Book Title: Out West on History's
Trail]** offers a comprehensive and engaging exploration of the Wild West, its history, its people,
and its lasting impact. Through vivid accounts, captivating stories, and stunning imagery, this book
brings the Wild West to life, offering readers a captivating journey through a legendary chapter in
American history. If you like this book, write a review!
  cowboys and indians history: The Cowboy Way Paul H Carlson, 2006-11-15 The lives of
American cowboys have been both real and mythic. This work explores cowboy music dress, humour,
films and literature in sixteen essays and a bibliography. These essays demonstrate that the
American cowboy is a knight of the road who, with a large hat, tall boots and a big gun, rode into
legend and into the history books.
  cowboys and indians history: Challenging Frontiers Lorry W. Felske, Beverly Jean
Rasporich, 2004 Challenging Frontiers: The Canadian West is a multidisciplinary study using critical
essays as well as creative writing to explore the conceptions of the West, both past and present.
Considering topics such as ranching, immigration, art and architecture, as well as globalization and
the spread of technology, these articles inform the reader of the historical frontier and its
mythology, while also challenging and reassessing conventional analysis.
  cowboys and indians history: The Emma LaRocque Reader Elaine Coburn, 2025-07-15 Emma
LaRocque was born in 1949 in Lac La Biche into a Cree-speaking Métis family. She grew up in a
one-room, kerosene-lit log cabin built by her father. At the age of nine, she fought her parents to
attend school, where she encountered English and the colonizer’s harmful stereotypes of Indigenous
peoples. Confronting the contradictions of colonialism sparked her journey as a writer and scholar,
as she sought to understand the dissonance between her identity and the world around her. The
Emma LaRocque Reader is a comprehensive collection of her most significant writings, poetry and
prose, offering an intimate window into the mind of one of Canada’s foremost Indigenous scholars.
Through her work, LaRocque provides profound insights into the intersections of colonialism,
sexism, and racism in Canada, while also critically celebrating the beauty of her community and
culture. In the afterword, she reflects on fifty years of challenging the colonial enterprise. A vital
contribution to postcolonial literature, The Emma LaRocque Reader intertwines the personal and the
political to explore what it means to be human, offering a powerful testament to Indigenous
resistance, resilience, and vision.
  cowboys and indians history: The Creation of the Cowboy Hero Jeremy Agnew, 2014-11-19



As business interests have commercialized the American West and publishers and studios have
created compelling imagery, the expectations of readers and moviegoers have influenced
perceptions of the cowboy as a hero. This book describes the evolution of the cowboy hero as a
mythic persona created by dime novels, television and Hollywood. Much of our concept of the
cowboy comes to us from movies and the book's main focus is his changing image in cinema. The
development of the hero image and the fictional West is traced from early novels and films to the
present, along with shifting audience expectations and economic pressures.
  cowboys and indians history: Gender, Whiteness, and Power in Rodeo Tracey Owens
Patton, Sally M. Schedlock, 2012-08-31 The lure of cowgirls and cowboys has hooked the American
imagination with the lure of freedom and adventure since the turn of the twentieth century. The
cowboy and cowgirl played in the imagination and made rodeo into a symbolic representation of the
Western United States. As a sport that is emblematic of all things “Western,” rodeo is a phenomenon
that has since transcended into popular culture. Rodeo’s attraction has even spanned oceans and
lives in the imaginations of many around the world. From the modest start of this fantastic sport in
open fields to celebrate the end of a long cattle drive or to settle a friendly “who’s the best” bet
between neighboring ranches, rodeo truly has grown into an edge-of-the-seat, money-drawing, and
crowd-cheering favorite pastime. However, rodeo has diverse history that largely remains
unaccounted for, unexamined, and silenced. In Gender, Whiteness and Power in Rodeo Tracey
Owens Patton and Sally M. Schedlock visually explore how race, gender, and other issues of identity
complicate the mythic historical narrative of the West. The authors examine the experiences of
ethnic minorities, specifically Latinos, American Indians, and African Americans, and women who
have continued to be marginalized in rodeo. Throughout the book, Patton and Schedlock questioned
the binary divisions in rodeo that exists between women and men, and between ethnic minorities
and Whites—divisions that have become naturalized in rodeo and in the mind of the general public.
Using iconic visual images, along with the voices of the marginalized, Patton and Schedlock enter
into the sometimes acrimonious debate of cowgirls and ethnic minorities in rodeo.
  cowboys and indians history: Shadow Catcher Michael Bernard Burgan, 2015-02-01 At the
turn of the 20th century, photographer Edward S. Curtis devoted his life to learning all he could
about American Indians and sharing it with world. He took his first photo of an American Indian in
1895, and for the next 30 years he traveled the West and north to Alaska to chronicle traditional
native culture. The result was a magnificent and controversial 20-volume project, The North
American Indian. While some scholars and American Indians found fault with the work Curtis
published, many others greatly appreciated it. His grand endeavor was nearly forgotten when he
died in 1952, but Curtis' rediscovered photographs are now recognized as treasures that will live
forever.
  cowboys and indians history: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Cultural and
Intellectual History , 2013 Over 600 A-Z articles on a wide-range of topics in American cultural
and intellectual History Explores American cultural and intellectual history from the colonial period
to the present-day Annotated bibliographies to highlight the major works in the field Expands and
updates The Oxford Companion to United States History
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