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Bracero Program US History Definition: Understanding a Pivotal Chapter in Labor and Immigration

bracero program us history definition refers to a significant labor agreement between the United States and
Mexico that shaped the mid-20th-century workforce and migration patterns. This program, which spanned
from 1942 to 1964, was a response to labor shortages during World War II but left a lasting impact on US
agricultural practices, Mexican migration, and bilateral relations. Exploring the bracero program in detail
reveals a complex narrative of opportunity, exploitation, and cultural exchange that continues to influence
contemporary discussions about immigration and labor rights.

The Origins and Purpose of the Bracero Program

The bracero program was born out of necessity during World War II. As millions of American men
enlisted or were drafted into military service, the US faced a significant shortage of agricultural laborers
essential for food production. To address this, the US government negotiated with Mexico to allow Mexican
workers, known as “braceros” (from the Spanish word “brazo,” meaning “arm”), to temporarily work in
American farms and railroads.

Defining the Bracero Program in Historical Context

In essence, the bracero program was a guest worker initiative designed to fill labor gaps while providing
Mexican workers with employment opportunities. It was officially established by an agreement signed in
1942 and continued until 1964, bringing in approximately 4.6 million Mexican laborers during its existence.
The program promised fair wages, decent living conditions, and basic protections, although the reality often
fell short of these ideals.

Why Was the Bracero Program Established?

- **Labor shortages:** With many US workers serving in the military, farms and railroads lacked sufficient
manpower.
- **Economic cooperation:** The US and Mexico sought to strengthen their alliance during wartime.
- **Preventing illegal immigration:** By providing legal avenues for work, the program aimed to curb
unauthorized border crossings.



How the Bracero Program Functioned

The logistics of the bracero program involved a series of contracts, recruitment centers, and transportation
arrangements. Mexican workers were recruited through government agencies and private contractors,
underwent health screenings, and signed contracts specifying wages, work conditions, and duration of
employment.

Contractual Terms and Worker Experiences

Braceros signed contracts that typically lasted six months to a year, which stipulated:

- Minimum wage guarantees (though often not honored)
- Provision of housing and meals
- Access to medical care
- Transportation costs covered by employers

Despite these provisions, many braceros faced harsh working environments, wage theft, discrimination,
and inadequate housing. Their labor was crucial for harvesting crops like cotton, lettuce, and fruits, which
fueled the US economy during and after the war.

The Role of US Employers and Mexican Workers

US agricultural employers benefited immensely from the program, gaining access to a steady supply of
cheap labor. For many Mexican workers, the bracero program offered a chance to earn money and support
families back home. However, the imbalance of power often left braceros vulnerable to exploitation, with
limited avenues for legal recourse.

Impact of the Bracero Program on US-Mexico Relations and
Immigration

The bracero program is a landmark in the history of US-Mexico relations, symbolizing both cooperation and
tension. While it facilitated labor mobility and economic ties, it also set precedents for future immigration
policies and labor dynamics.



Economic and Social Effects on Both Countries

- **In the United States:** The program helped sustain agricultural production during critical periods, but it
also contributed to the entrenchment of low-wage labor sectors reliant on immigrant workers.
- **In Mexico:** The program influenced migration patterns, with many families becoming dependent on
remittances. It also created a labor force accustomed to seasonal migration.

Legacy and Controversies

The bracero program is often criticized for the exploitation of workers and failure to provide promised
protections. It also inadvertently encouraged undocumented immigration, as many braceros stayed beyond
their contracts or new migrants sought similar opportunities without legal authorization.

Moreover, the program influenced later immigration reforms and debates about guest worker policies,
highlighting challenges in balancing labor demands, human rights, and border security.

Lessons from the Bracero Program in Contemporary Context

Understanding the bracero program us history definition is not just about looking back; it offers valuable
insights into ongoing discussions about immigration reform, labor rights, and bilateral cooperation.

What Can We Learn from the Bracero Experience?

- **Importance of worker protections:** Ensuring fair wages, safe working conditions, and legal rights is
essential to prevent exploitation.
- **Balancing labor needs and immigration policy:** Labor shortages often drive immigration trends, so
policies must consider economic realities.
- **Recognizing migrant contributions:** Mexican laborers played a foundational role in the growth of US
agriculture, a fact that merits acknowledgment and respect.

Contemporary Parallels and Policy Implications

Modern guest worker programs and immigration reforms echo many of the themes seen in the bracero
program. Policymakers continue to grapple with how to create legal pathways for migrant workers,
protect their rights, and meet the labor demands of American industries.



The bracero program serves as a cautionary tale and a source of inspiration, highlighting both the potential
benefits and pitfalls of such agreements.

The Cultural and Social Dimensions of the Bracero Program

Beyond economics and politics, the bracero program also shaped cultural exchanges and social dynamics
between the US and Mexican communities.

Braceros’ Influence on American Society

Many braceros and their families settled in the US, contributing to the growth of Mexican-American
communities. Their experiences influenced American culture, food, music, and social activism, laying the
groundwork for future generations’ struggles for civil rights and labor justice.

Stories of Resilience and Struggle

The bracero program’s history is also a story of resilience—workers faced discrimination yet maintained
strong ties to their heritage and communities. Their narratives highlight the human side of immigration,
often overlooked in policy debates.

---

Exploring the bracero program us history definition opens a window into a transformative period that
shaped labor, migration, and international relations. It reminds us that behind every policy or program,
there are real people whose lives are affected in profound ways. Recognizing this complexity helps foster a
more informed and compassionate dialogue about immigration and labor in the present day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Bracero Program in US history?
The Bracero Program was a series of agreements between the United States and Mexico, initiated in 1942,
that allowed Mexican laborers to work temporarily in the U.S., primarily in agriculture, to address labor
shortages during World War II.



Why was the Bracero Program established?
The program was established to fill labor shortages in the U.S. agricultural sector caused by World War II,
ensuring continued food production by recruiting Mexican workers to work temporarily in the United
States.

How long did the Bracero Program last?
The Bracero Program began in 1942 and officially ended in 1964, running for over two decades.

What impact did the Bracero Program have on US agriculture?
The program helped sustain U.S. agriculture during labor shortages by providing a steady supply of
Mexican laborers, which increased productivity but also created dependence on temporary foreign labor.

What were some criticisms of the Bracero Program?
Critics argued that the program exploited Mexican workers through low wages, poor working conditions,
lack of legal protections, and that it suppressed wages for domestic farm workers.

How did the Bracero Program affect Mexican workers?
Mexican workers gained employment opportunities in the U.S., but often faced harsh working conditions,
discrimination, and limited rights under the temporary labor agreements.

What role did the Bracero Program play in US-Mexico relations?
The program was a significant bilateral agreement that fostered economic and labor cooperation between
the U.S. and Mexico, but it also highlighted inequalities and labor issues between the two countries.

Did the Bracero Program influence future immigration policies?
Yes, the program set precedents for guest worker programs and influenced later immigration and labor
policies regarding temporary foreign workers in the U.S.

What is the historical significance of the Bracero Program?
The Bracero Program is historically significant as it shaped labor migration patterns, influenced U.S.
agricultural production during and after WWII, and highlighted issues of labor rights and immigration
policy.



Additional Resources
Bracero Program US History Definition: An Investigative Review

Bracero program us history definition refers to a bilateral labor agreement between the United States and
Mexico initiated during World War II to address labor shortages in U.S. agriculture and railroad sectors.
This program, which lasted from 1942 to 1964, allowed millions of Mexican laborers, known as braceros, to
enter the United States temporarily to work under contracts that promised fair wages, decent living
conditions, and humane treatment. Over time, the bracero program became a pivotal chapter in the history
of U.S.-Mexico relations and labor migration, shaping economic, social, and political dynamics on both sides
of the border.

The Origins and Historical Context of the Bracero Program

The bracero program emerged against the backdrop of World War II, when the U.S. faced a critical
shortage of agricultural workers due to the enlistment of American men into the armed forces. To sustain
food production and maintain essential infrastructure, the U.S. government sought temporary labor
solutions. Negotiated in 1942, the program was designed as a wartime emergency measure but endured for
over two decades.

From a historical perspective, the bracero program is rooted in earlier patterns of labor migration and
bilateral cooperation. The term “bracero” itself is derived from the Spanish word “brazo,” meaning “arm,”
symbolizing the manual labor these workers provided. The program reflected both the economic
interdependence between the U.S. and Mexico and the geopolitical realities of the era, including wartime
alliances and domestic labor market demands.

Key Features of the Bracero Program

The bracero program was characterized by several defining features that distinguished it from other labor
migration arrangements:

Legal Contracts and Regulation: Mexican workers signed formal contracts specifying wages, work
conditions, transportation, housing, and medical care, overseen by both U.S. and Mexican
governments.

Temporary and Circular Migration: The program emphasized seasonal, temporary employment,
with laborers expected to return to Mexico after their contracts ended.

Government Oversight: Joint commissions monitored compliance, though enforcement was often



inconsistent, leading to exploitation in some cases.

Focus on Agriculture and Railroads: The majority of braceros worked in farming, but many were
also employed in railroad maintenance and other infrastructure projects.

Economic and Social Implications

The bracero program significantly impacted both the U.S. labor market and Mexican communities.
Economically, it provided a crucial labor force that helped sustain American agricultural productivity
during and after the war. It also contributed to the growth of agribusinesses by offering a relatively cheap
and reliable workforce.

However, the program's social implications were complex. While it created opportunities for Mexican
workers to earn higher wages than in their home country, many braceros faced challenging working
conditions, discrimination, and limited legal protections. The promise of fair treatment was not always
fulfilled, leading to widespread criticism and calls for reform.

In Mexico, the program influenced rural economies and migration patterns. The influx of remittances
helped support families, but the outflow of labor also affected local agricultural production and community
structures. The bracero experience became a defining element of Mexican migration history, laying the
groundwork for future immigration trends.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite its intended benefits, the bracero program attracted considerable criticism over the years. Some of
the most significant issues included:

Labor Exploitation: Many braceros endured poor living quarters, wage theft, and hazardous working
environments.

Undermining Domestic Labor: U.S. labor unions argued that the program depressed wages and job
opportunities for American workers, particularly during post-war periods.

Inadequate Enforcement: Although contracts stipulated protections, enforcement was often lax, and
abuses went unpunished.

Human Rights Concerns: Reports of discrimination, mistreatment, and lack of social services raised



ethical questions about the program’s administration.

These controversies eventually contributed to the program’s termination in 1964. The growing civil rights
movement and changing immigration policies in the U.S. also played roles in reshaping labor migration
frameworks.

Legacy and Impact on Contemporary Migration

The bracero program’s legacy extends beyond its operational years, influencing contemporary discussions
on immigration, labor rights, and U.S.-Mexico relations. It set precedents for guest worker programs and
highlighted the complexities of temporary labor migration.

Modern immigration debates often reference the bracero era to illustrate both the potential benefits and
pitfalls of structured labor migration agreements. Additionally, the program’s social and economic effects are
evident in the continued presence of Mexican and Latino communities across the United States.

Research and historical analysis have shed light on the nuanced experiences of braceros, fostering greater
understanding of migrant labor dynamics and informing policy considerations. The program remains a
critical case study in the intersection of labor supply, international diplomacy, and human rights.

Comparative Analysis: Bracero Program vs. Other Labor Migration
Policies

When compared to other labor migration initiatives, the bracero program stands out for its scale, duration,
and bilateral nature. Unlike unilateral immigration policies, it involved formal agreements and joint
oversight, which was relatively unique for the mid-20th century.

Some comparative points include:

Scale: Over 4.5 million contracts were signed during the program’s existence, a volume unmatched
by many other guest worker programs.

Regulation: The program attempted to codify workers’ rights, contrasting with undocumented
migration patterns prevalent today.

Duration: Spanning more than two decades, it had a sustained impact rather than a short-term
emergency response.



Economic Integration: It highlighted the interconnectedness of U.S. and Mexican economies,
especially in agriculture.

Such comparisons underscore the bracero program’s role as a historical benchmark for labor migration
policy.

Conclusion: Understanding the Bracero Program in U.S. History

The bracero program us history definition encapsulates a multifaceted chapter of labor migration shaped by
economic necessity, political cooperation, and social challenges. Its analysis reveals how temporary labor
agreements can simultaneously address labor shortages and generate complex consequences for workers and
societies.

By examining the program’s origins, features, controversies, and legacy, one gains insight into the broader
themes of migration, labor rights, and international relations that continue to influence policies today. The
bracero program remains a vital reference point for scholars, policymakers, and advocates seeking to
understand the evolving dynamics of cross-border labor movements.

Bracero Program Us History Definition

  bracero program us history definition: The Invisible Workers of the U.S.–Mexico
Bracero Program Ronald L. Mize, 2016-08-30 As the first and largest guestworker program, the
U.S.–Mexico Bracero Program (1942–1964) codified the unequal relations of labor migration
between the two nations. This book interrogates the articulations of race and class in the making of
the Bracero Program by introducing new syntheses of sociological theories and methods to center
the experiences and recollections of former Braceros and their families.
  bracero program us history definition: Deportable and Disposable Lisa A. Flores, 2021-02-04
In the 1920s, the US government passed legislation against undocumented entry into the country,
and as a result the figure of the “illegal alien” took form in the national discourse. In this book, Lisa
A. Flores explores the history of our language about Mexican immigrants and exposes how our
words made these migrants “illegal.” Deportable and Disposable brings a rhetorical lens to a
question that has predominantly concerned historians: how do differently situated immigrant
populations come to belong within the national space of whiteness, and thus of American-ness?
Flores presents a genealogy of our immigration discourse through four stereotypes: the “illegal
alien,” a foreigner and criminal who quickly became associated with Mexican migrants; the
“bracero,” a docile Mexican contract laborer; the “zoot suiter,” a delinquent Mexican American
youth engaged in gang culture; and the “wetback,” an unwanted migrant who entered the country
by swimming across the Rio Grande. By showing how these figures were constructed, Flores
provides insight into the ways in which we racialize language and how we can transform our political
rhetoric to ensure immigrant populations come to belong as part of the country, as Americans.
Timely, thoughtful, and eye-opening, Deportable and Disposable initiates a necessary conversation

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-169/bracero-program-us-history-definition.pdf


about the relationship between racial rhetoric and the literal and figurative borders of the nation.
This powerful book will inform policy makers, scholars, activists, and anyone else interested in race,
rhetoric, and immigration in the United States.
  bracero program us history definition: Encyclopedia of Immigrant Health Sana Loue, Martha
Sajatovic, 2011-11-25 This encyclopedia adopts a biopsychosocial-historical approach to immigrant
health, with a focus on immigrant populations in, and immigration to, magnet countries. Extensive
references to worldwide trends and global issues are made throughout its entries.
  bracero program us history definition: U.S. Immigration Policy, Ethnicity, and Religion in
American History Michael C. LeMay, 2018-05-25 This invaluable resource investigates U.S.
immigration policy, making connections between the ethnic and religious affiliations of immigrants
and trends in immigration, both legal and unauthorized. U.S. Immigration Policy, Ethnicity, and
Religion in American History is rich with data and document excerpts that illuminate the complex
relationships among ethnicity, religion, and immigration to the United States over a 200-year period.
The book uniquely organizes the flow of immigration to the United States into seven chapters
covering U.S. immigration policymaking: · the Open Door Era, 1820–1880 · the Door Ajar Era,
1880–1920 · the Pet Door Era, 1920–1950 · the Dutch Door Era, 1950–1985 · the Revolving Door
Era, 1985–2001 · the Storm Door Era, 2001–2018 Each chapter analyzes trends in ethnicity or
national origin and the religious affiliations of immigrant groups in relation to immigration policy
during the time period covered.
  bracero program us history definition: Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and Society Richard
T. Schaefer, 2008-03-20 This encyclopedia offers a comprehensive look at the roles race and
ethnicity play in society and in our daily lives. Over 100 racial and ethnic groups are described, with
additional thematic essays offering insight into broad topics that cut across group boundaries and
which impact on society.
  bracero program us history definition: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Surveillance,
Security, and Privacy Bruce A. Arrigo, 2016-06-15 In all levels of social structure, from the
personal to the political to the economic to the judicial, The SAGE Encyclopedia of Surveillance,
Security and Privacy uncovers and explains how surveillance has come to be an integral part of how
our contemporary society operates worldwide.
  bracero program us history definition: The Routledge Handbook of CoFuturisms Taryne
Jade Taylor, Isiah Lavender III, Grace L. Dillon, Bodhisattva Chattopadhyay, 2023-10-30 The
Routledge Handbook of CoFuturisms delivers a new, inclusive examination of science fiction, from
close analyses of single texts to large-scale movements, providing readers with decolonized models
of the future, including print, media, race, gender and social justice. This comprehensive overview of
the field explores representations of possible futures arising from non-Western cultures and ethnic
histories that disrupt the “imperial gaze”. In four parts, The Routledge Handbook of CoFuturisms
considers the look of futures from the margins, foregrounding the issues of Indigenous groups,
racial, ethnic, religious, and sexual minorities, and any people whose stakes in the global order of
envisioning futures are generally constrained due to the mechanics of our contemporary world. The
book extends current discussions in the area, looking at cutting-edge developments in the discipline
of science fiction and diverse futurisms as a whole. Offering a dynamic mix of approaches and
expansive perspectives, this volume will appeal to academics and researchers seeking to orient their
own interventions into broader contexts. The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  bracero program us history definition: Recommendations and Reports Administrative
Conference of the United States, 1992
  bracero program us history definition: Fighting for American Values Robin Doak, 2009
Following World War II, Latinos, like other Americans, sought the American dream. Fighting for
American Values tracks the struggles and progress of Latino Americans through the mid-1980s. As
the U.S. economy grew, so did the need for cheap labor. I



  bracero program us history definition: Immigrants in American History Elliott Robert
Barkan, 2013-01-17 This encyclopedia is a unique collection of entries covering the arrival,
adaptation, and integration of immigrants into American culture from the 1500s to 2010. Few topics
inspire such debate among American citizens as the issue of immigration in the United States. Yet, it
is the steady influx of foreigners into America over 400 years that has shaped the social character of
the United States, and has favorably positioned this country for globalization. Immigrants in
American History: Arrival, Adaptation, and Integration is a chronological study of the migration of
various ethnic groups to the United States from 1500 to the present day. This multivolume collection
explores dozens of immigrant populations in America and delves into major topical issues affecting
different groups across time periods. For example, the first author of the collection profiles African
Americans as an example of the effects of involuntary migrations. A cross-disciplinary
approach—derived from the contributions of leading scholars in the fields of history, sociology,
cultural development, economics, political science, law, and cultural adaptation—introduces a
comparative analysis of customs, beliefs, and character among groups, and provides insight into the
impact of newcomers on American society and culture.
  bracero program us history definition: Our North America Julián Castro-Rea, 2016-05-23
What we call North America today is a human space that has been constructed over the centuries,
perceived from time immemorial by its original inhabitants as a unified whole, and named Turtle
Island. What is North America today? Is it more than the sum of its parts? Does it qualify as a
distinct global region? Is it just a market or also something else? This book explores several
neglected aspects of the key relationships between Canada, Mexico and the United States. Studies
of societal relations in North America have typically been limited to trade, investment and
intergovernmental relations. In contrast, the authors in this book address other vital issues which
bind this global region together, including Indigenous peoples, security, migration, civil societies,
democracy, identities and culture. Via a thorough examination of these issues, the historical,
sociological, economic, and political aspects of regional linkages are highlighted. Rather than
dealing with each country in isolation, each chapter in this collection considers North America as a
single unit of analysis, therefore systematically addressing the regional dynamic as a whole, and
engaging the country-specific differences in a truly comparative way. By providing the analytical
tools needed, this important book makes sense of the different aspects of the complex societies of
contemporary North America.
  bracero program us history definition: The Endless Quest Philip L Martin, David A Martin,
2019-06-12 A work which traces the development of US Government programmes designed to help
migrant farm workers, showing how the programmes operate today and explaining why they are
failing to remedy the problems they were designed to solve.
  bracero program us history definition: Immigration Control and Legalization Amendments
United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Immigration,
Refugees, and International Law, 1986
  bracero program us history definition: Aids Crossing Borders Shiraz I. Mishra, 2019-03-01
AIDS has crossed every international border and affects all populationsthroughout the world,
including migrant workers. In the U.S.,migrant workers are a hidden and sometimes maligned
population withlimited access to needed health and welfare services, including HIVprevention.
Little, however, is krown about the impact of the HIV IAIDS epidemic oo Latino farmworkers. This
absence of systematic researchwas the impetus for the preparation of this book.This book is the first
collection of research studies focusing specificallym migrant Latino farmworkers. The book brings
together sevenresearch studies to provide a profile of the HN prevention, surveillanceand treatment
needs of migrant workers. The editors combinetheir own work with that of nationally and
internationally recognizedexperts to provide a comprehensive analysis of different aspects of theHIV
epidemic among migrant Latino workers. They examine issuessuch as the HN prevention needs of
Latino farmworking women andtheir children, the sexual beliefs and behaviors of Latino
migrantworkers, the effects of migration m changes in sexuality and sexualpractices, the risk for HN



through use of sex workers, knowledge aboutthe HIV I AIDS epidemic, the effectiveness of
prevention programs, andpolicies and programs that may stem the spread of HIV among
thispopulation. The book is notable for including, in addition to researchers'views, the perspectives
of migrant workers and policymakers mHN prevention policies and programs.
  bracero program us history definition: meXicana Roots and Routes Vanessa
Fonseca-Chávez, Anita Huízar-Hernández, 2025-09-23 Community voices are often an
underrepresented aspect of our historical and cultural knowledge of the U.S. Southwest. In this
collection, established and emerging scholars draw upon their rootedness in the U.S. Southwest and
U.S.-Mexico borderlands. The meXicana contributors use personal and scholarly inquiry to discuss
what it means to cultivate spaces of belonging, navigate language policies, and explore and excavate
silences in various spaces, among other important themes. From the recruitment of Latinas for the
U.S. Benito Juárez Squadron in World War II, to the early twentieth-century development of bilingual
education in Arizona, to new and insightful analyses of Bracero Program participants and their
families, the book details little-known oral histories and archival material to present a rich account
of lives along the border with emphasis on women and the working class. As the inaugural
publication of the Arizona Crossroads series, readers will find Arizona featured as a central node of
borderlands roots and routes. Each section of the book intentionally centers Arizona within broader
comparative and cross-state dialogues, alongside chapters that reflect regional concerns in other
southwestern states, including Texas, California, Colorado, and New Mexico. Throughout, this
volume highlights the ways in which personal experience, community building, and scholarly
perspectives can provide a powerful space for community voices. Contributors Vanessa
Fonseca-Chávez Lillian Gorman Gloria Holguín Cuádraz Anita Huízar-Hernández Christine Marin
Valerie A. Martínez Alina R. Méndez Karen R. Roybal Yvette J. Saavedra Liliana Toledo-Guzmán
Andrea Tovar
  bracero program us history definition: Coordination of Migrant and Seasonal
Farmworker Service Programs David A. Martin, 1992
  bracero program us history definition: International Immigration Policy Eytan Meyers,
2004-04-02 Numerous studies explore immigration policies of individual receiving countries. But
these studies share several weaknesses. First and foremost, they are empirically orientated and lack
a general theory. Second, most examine the policy of single country during a limited period, or, in a
few cases, are contributed volumes analyzing each country separately. In general, immigration
policy literature tends to be a-theoretic, to focus on specific periods and particular countries, and
constitutes an array of discrete bits. This book is a response to this trend, offering a theoretical
approach to immigration policy. It explains how governments decide on the number of immigrants
they will accept; whether to differentiate between various ethnic groups; whether to accept refugees
and on what basis; and whether to favour permanent immigration over migrant workers. The book
also answers such questions as: How much influence do extreme-right parties have on the
determination of immigration policy? Why do anti-immigration parties and initiatives enjoy greater
success in local-state elections, and in the elections for the European Parliament, than in national
elections? And under what circumstances does immigration policy become an electoral issue?
Meyers draws on a wide array of sources on migration policy-making and using them derives
proposed models in a way that few others have done before him. In addition, the book interrelates
global and domestic factors that jointly influence government policy-making on international
migration in a way that helps to clarify both spheres. Lastly, the work combines historical data with
contemporary processes, in a way that draws lessons from the past while recognizing that changing
circumstances usually revise governmental responses.
  bracero program us history definition: Mexican Immigrant Workers in the U.S. Antonio José
Ríos-Bustamante, 1981 Monographic anthology on Mexican migrant workers (incl. Irregular
migrants) in the USA - covers both historical and contemporary trends in Mexican immigration,
labour supply and labour demand relationships to undocumented immigration, economic conditions
of migrants, struggle over trade unionization of woman workers, ramifications for US-Mexico



international relations, migration policy and human rights issues, etc., and includes texts of
President Carter's message and the bill of rights on undocumented workers. Photographs and
references.
  bracero program us history definition: Contracting Freedom Maria L. Quintana,
2022-05-10 Contracting Freedom is the first relational study of the origins of twentieth-century U.S.
guestworker programs from Mexico and the Caribbean. It investigates these government-sponsored
programs as the unexplored consequence of enslaved labor, Japanese American incarceration, the
New Deal, the long civil rights movement, and Caribbean decolonization. In the World War II era,
U.S. lawmakers and activists alike celebrated guestworker agreements with Mexico and the
Caribbean as hallmarks of anti-imperialism and worker freedom. A New Deal-based conception of
racial liberalism inspired many of these government officials and labor advocates to demand a turn
toward state-sponsored labor contracts across the hemisphere to protect migrant workers' welfare
and treatment in the postwar world. Their view of liberalism emphasized the value of formal labor
contracts, bilateral agreements between nation-states, state power, and equal rights, all of which
they described as advances beyond older labor arrangements forged under colonialism and slavery.
Eighty years later, their conceptions of guestworker programs continue to shape political
understandings of the immigration debate, as these programs are often considered a solution to
offset the deportation regime, and as a response to increasingly rigid racist measures to close U.S.
borders to migrants. Maria Quintana's compelling history shifts the focus on guestworker programs
to the arena of political conflict, revealing how fierce debates over the bracero program and
Caribbean contract labor programs extended and legitimated U.S. racial and imperial domination
into the present era. It also unearths contract workers' emerging visions of social justice that
challenged this reproduction of race and empire, giving freedom new meanings that must be
contemplated.
  bracero program us history definition: Encyclopedia of American Immigration: Immigration
history , 2001 Contains primary source material.
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