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Where Do We Get Our Morals? Exploring the Roots of Ethical Understanding

where do we get our morals is a question that has intrigued philosophers, psychologists,
and everyday thinkers alike for centuries. Morality, the compass that guides our sense of
right and wrong, shapes how we interact with others and make decisions. But where
exactly do these moral values originate? Are they innate, taught, or a product of society?
In this article, we will delve into the fascinating sources of morality, examining how
culture, upbringing, religion, and even biology contribute to our ethical framework.

Understanding the Concept of Morality

Before diving into where our morals come from, it’s important to understand what
morality really means. Morality refers to principles concerning the distinction between
right and wrong or good and bad behavior. These principles influence our judgments,
behaviors, and social interactions. Morals are not just abstract ideas; they are practical
guides that influence everything from personal choices to laws governing society.

The Difference Between Morals and Ethics

Often, people use the words morals and ethics interchangeably, but they have subtle
differences. Morals are personal beliefs about right and wrong, often influenced by culture
and upbringing. Ethics, on the other hand, tends to refer to a system of rules provided by
an external source, such as professional codes or religious doctrines. Despite this
distinction, the terms overlap significantly when discussing the foundation of human
behavior.

Where Do We Get Our Morals? Biological Roots

One might wonder if morality is something we are born with or if it is entirely learned.
Research in evolutionary biology and psychology suggests that humans possess a natural
sense of empathy and fairness from a very young age. Studies with infants and even
primates reveal that the seeds of moral behavior—such as cooperation, altruism, and
reciprocity—exist naturally.

Our brains are wired to respond emotionally to fairness and injustice. Neuroscientific
studies have shown that specific areas of the brain become active when people evaluate
moral dilemmas, indicating an innate moral intuition. This doesn’t mean morality is fully
hardwired, but it does mean that biology plays a significant role in our initial moral
compass.



Culture and Society: The External Mold of Morals

While biology lays the groundwork, culture and society act as sculptors shaping the
nuances of our morals. Different societies have varied moral standards, influenced by
history, tradition, and collective experiences.

The Role of Social Norms and Traditions

From a young age, individuals learn what behaviors are acceptable or taboo within their
community. Social norms, which are the unwritten rules of behavior, are powerful tools for
moral education. For example, concepts like honesty, respect for elders, and communal
responsibility are emphasized differently across cultures.

The process of socialization—whereby family, peers, schools, and media impart
values—ensures that moral codes align with the community’s expectations. This explains
why something considered morally right in one culture might be viewed differently
elsewhere.

Language and Storytelling as Moral Teachers

Stories, myths, and folklore have long been vehicles for passing down moral lessons. From
ancient parables to modern literature, narratives help individuals understand complex
ethical ideas in relatable ways. Language itself enables us to discuss, debate, and refine
our moral beliefs, reinforcing shared values within a culture.

Religion and Morality: A Historical Perspective

For many people, religion has been the cornerstone of moral guidance. Various faith
traditions offer comprehensive ethical systems that address how individuals should behave
toward each other and the world.

Religious Texts and Moral Codes

Religious scriptures such as the Bible, Quran, Torah, and others contain explicit
commandments and teachings about right conduct. These texts often serve as
authoritative sources for moral decisions, offering frameworks that have influenced laws
and social norms for millennia.

The Influence of Religious Communities



Beyond texts, religious communities provide a social context where morals are taught,
practiced, and reinforced. Rituals, sermons, and communal worship create spaces where
moral values are lived out daily, fostering a sense of accountability and belonging.

However, it’s important to note that morality is not exclusive to religion. Many secular
philosophies and ethical systems derive moral principles independently of religious beliefs,
underscoring the diversity of moral sources.

Psychological Development and Moral Reasoning

Psychologists have long studied how individuals develop moral reasoning skills throughout
their lives. The famous theorist Lawrence Kohlberg proposed stages of moral
development, illustrating how people progress from basic, self-centered reasoning to more
abstract principles of justice and human rights.

Stages of Moral Development

Kohlberg’s theory includes:

1. **Pre-conventional Stage:** Morality is based on avoiding punishment and seeking
rewards.

2. **Conventional Stage:** Individuals conform to social norms and laws.

3. **Post-conventional Stage:** Morality is guided by universal ethical principles beyond
specific laws.

This developmental approach shows that our morals evolve as we grow, influenced both by
personal experiences and cognitive maturity.

Role of Empathy and Emotional Intelligence

Empathy—the ability to understand and share others’ feelings—is crucial in moral
development. People with higher emotional intelligence tend to have a more nuanced and
compassionate moral outlook. Encouraging empathy, especially in children, can nurture
stronger moral reasoning and prosocial behavior.

Philosophical Views on the Origin of Morals

Philosophy offers rich perspectives on where morals come from, debating whether they
are objective truths or subjective constructs.



Morality as Objective vs. Subjective

Some philosophers argue that moral values exist independently of human opinions—this is
moral realism. Others see morals as products of human culture and consensus,
emphasizing relativism.

Utilitarianism and Deontology

Different ethical theories offer frameworks for understanding morality:

- **(tilitarianism** focuses on the consequences of actions, promoting the greatest good
for the greatest number.

- **Deontology** emphasizes duties and rules, suggesting that certain actions are
inherently right or wrong regardless of outcomes.

Both approaches highlight different foundations for moral decision-making and imply
different sources of moral authority.

Modern Influences on Morality

In today’s interconnected world, new factors influence our moral perspectives.

The Impact of Technology and Social Media

The rise of digital communication has transformed how we share and shape moral ideas.
Social media platforms can spread awareness about social justice and ethical issues
rapidly, but they can also amplify misinformation and polarized viewpoints. Navigating
this landscape requires critical thinking and media literacy to maintain a grounded moral
stance.

Globalization and Moral Diversity

Exposure to diverse cultures challenges individuals to reconsider their own moral beliefs
and fosters a more pluralistic understanding of right and wrong. This global exchange
encourages tolerance but also raises questions about universal moral standards.

Practical Tips for Developing a Strong Moral
Compass



Understanding where our morals come from can empower us to refine and strengthen our
ethical beliefs.

¢ Reflect on your values: Regularly examine why you hold certain moral beliefs and
whether they align with your experiences and reasoning.

e Learn from diverse perspectives: Engage with people from different backgrounds
to expand your moral understanding.

e Practice empathy: Try to see situations from others’ viewpoints to deepen your
compassion and fairness.

e Stay open to change: Be willing to adjust your moral views as you gain new
information or insights.

e Engage in ethical discussions: Discussing moral dilemmas with others can
sharpen your reasoning skills and clarify your principles.

Exploring where we get our morals reveals a complex interplay of biology, culture,
religion, psychology, and philosophy. Recognizing these sources not only enriches our
understanding of ourselves but also helps us navigate the moral challenges of an ever-
changing world with greater awareness and sensitivity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where do our morals originate from?

Our morals often originate from a combination of cultural, religious, familial, and societal
influences that shape our understanding of right and wrong.

Are morals innate or learned?

Morals are largely learned through socialization, education, and experience, though some
psychologists suggest there may be innate aspects related to empathy and fairness.

How does culture influence our morals?

Culture provides the shared values, norms, and beliefs that guide what is considered
acceptable behavior, deeply influencing individual moral perspectives.

What role does religion play in shaping morals?

Religion often provides a structured moral framework and ethical guidelines that followers
use to determine what is right and wrong.



Can personal experiences affect one's morals?

Yes, personal experiences, including upbringing, education, and life events, can
significantly shape and sometimes change an individual's moral beliefs.

Do laws and governments influence our morals?

Laws and governments often reflect a society's moral standards and can influence
individuals by establishing consequences for certain behaviors, reinforcing moral norms.

Is there a universal set of morals that everyone follows?

While some moral principles like fairness and harm avoidance are widely recognized,
moral values can vary greatly across different cultures and societies.

How does psychology explain the development of
morals?

Psychology suggests that moral development occurs through stages influenced by
cognitive growth, social interactions, and emotional understanding.

Can science help us understand where morals come
from?

Yes, fields like evolutionary biology and neuroscience study how moral behavior may have
evolved and how brain functions relate to moral decision-making.

How do family and upbringing impact our morals?

Family is often the first source of moral guidance, teaching children values, norms, and
behaviors that form the foundation of their moral understanding.

Additional Resources
Where Do We Get Our Morals? Exploring the Origins of Ethical Beliefs

where do we get our morals is a question that has intrigued philosophers, psychologists,
sociologists, and theologians for centuries. Morality, the compass guiding human behavior
in distinguishing right from wrong, is foundational to social cohesion and individual
decision-making. Yet, the sources of our moral frameworks are complex, multifaceted, and
often interwoven with culture, biology, religion, and personal experience. This article
delves into the origins of morality, analyzing key theories and perspectives to shed light on
how humans develop ethical beliefs.



The Foundations of Morality: An Interdisciplinary
Inquiry

Understanding where we get our morals involves dissecting influences from various
disciplines. Morality is not a monolith; it is shaped by evolutionary biology, cultural
traditions, cognitive development, and social conditioning. Each domain contributes
unique insights into how moral values form and evolve.

Biological Roots of Morality

One prominent theory suggests that morality is deeply rooted in human biology.
Evolutionary psychologists argue that moral behaviors have adaptive value, promoting
cooperation and survival within groups. Studies of primates reveal behaviors resembling
empathy, fairness, and altruism—traits considered precursors to human morality.

Neuroscientific research supports this view, identifying brain regions involved in moral
reasoning and emotional responses to ethical dilemmas. For instance, the prefrontal
cortex plays a critical role in decision-making and impulse control, while the amygdala
processes emotions like empathy and fear, which are integral to moral judgments.

However, biology alone does not dictate morality. Genetic predispositions may set the
stage, but environmental factors and learning shape specific moral codes.

Cultural and Societal Influences

Culture is a powerful architect of morality. Societies develop distinct ethical systems
based on historical contexts, religious beliefs, and social norms. Anthropological studies
highlight vast differences in moral codes across cultures—what is considered virtuous in
one society might be taboo in another.

Socialization processes, including family upbringing, education, and peer interactions,
instill communal values. Children learn to internalize moral standards through
observation, reinforcement, and instruction. Language and storytelling also play a vital
role in transmitting moral lessons across generations.

The role of laws and institutions further formalizes morality, translating shared values into
codified rules. However, the dynamic nature of culture means morals can evolve,
reflecting shifting societal priorities and knowledge.

Religious and Philosophical Perspectives

Religion has historically been a central source of moral guidance. Many of the world’s
major religions provide ethical frameworks through sacred texts, commandments, and
teachings of spiritual leaders. For believers, morals derived from religious doctrines carry



divine authority, influencing behavior and community standards.

Philosophical traditions, on the other hand, seek to ground morality in reason and
universal principles. Ethical theories such as utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics
propose different criteria for determining right actions—whether maximizing happiness,
adhering to duty, or cultivating character traits.

These perspectives often intersect; for example, religious ethics may incorporate

philosophical reasoning, while secular philosophies sometimes engage with spiritual
concepts to enrich moral understanding.

How Morality Develops Over a Lifetime

Morality is not static; it develops and can transform throughout an individual’s life.
Psychological frameworks, like Lawrence Kohlberg’s stages of moral development, map
this progression from simple obedience to authority towards complex abstract reasoning
about justice and rights.

Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development

Kohlberg identified six stages grouped into three levels:
1. Pre-conventional Level: Morality is externally controlled. Children obey rules to
avoid punishment or gain rewards.

2. Conventional Level: Individuals conform to social expectations and laws to
maintain order and gain approval.

3. Post-conventional Level: Moral reasoning is based on abstract principles and the
recognition of universal human rights beyond specific laws.

This model illustrates how moral reasoning matures, suggesting that where we get our
morals can shift from external authority to internalized principles.

The Role of Empathy and Emotional Intelligence

Empathy—the ability to understand and share the feelings of others—is a cornerstone in
moral development. Emotional intelligence helps individuals navigate complex social
situations and make ethical decisions that consider others’ perspectives.

Research indicates that empathy can be nurtured through positive relationships and
reflective practices, highlighting the importance of emotional and social environments in



shaping morality.

Contemporary Debates and Challenges

In today’s globalized world, questions about where we get our morals have become
increasingly relevant. Diverse societies must negotiate conflicting values and ethical
dilemmas amplified by technological advances and cultural exchanges.

Relativism vs. Universalism

One ongoing debate concerns moral relativism—the idea that moral judgments are
contingent on cultural context—versus moral universalism, which asserts that some
ethical principles apply across all human societies.

While relativism promotes tolerance and understanding, it may challenge efforts to
address human rights violations or global ethical standards. Conversely, universalism risks
imposing dominant cultural values on others.

The Impact of Digital Culture

The rise of digital communication has transformed how moral ideas spread and evolve.
Social media platforms amplify diverse voices but also facilitate misinformation,
polarization, and ethical conflicts.

Questions about digital privacy, cyberbullying, and online accountability illustrate new

frontiers in morality, compelling societies to reconsider traditional norms in a rapidly
changing landscape.

Integrating Multiple Sources: A Holistic
Perspective

Ultimately, the question of where we get our morals does not yield a singular answer.
Instead, it reflects a synthesis of influences:

e Innate tendencies: Evolutionary and neurological foundations provide a biological
basis for moral sensibilities.

e Social and cultural learning: Families, communities, and institutions shape and
transmit specific moral codes.

¢ Religious and philosophical teachings: Offer frameworks for interpreting and



validating moral choices.

¢ Individual cognitive and emotional development: Personal experiences and
reasoning refine and sometimes challenge inherited morals.

This integrated view acknowledges the fluidity of morality and its dependence on context
and interpretation.

Exploring where we get our morals reveals the profound complexity behind what might

seem like simple judgments of right and wrong. It underscores the importance of critical
reflection and dialogue in cultivating ethical understanding in an interconnected world.

Where Do We Get OQur Morals

where do we get our morals: The Human Origin of Morals Joseph McCabe, 2020-12-08 In
‘The Human Origin of Morals' by Joseph McCabe, the author explores the evolution of moral
behavior in humans through a scientific and rational lens. McCabe delves into the biological,
psychological, and societal factors that shape our moral principles and examines how they have
evolved over time. The book is written in a clear and accessible style, making complex concepts easy
to understand for readers of all backgrounds. By drawing on interdisciplinary research and real-life
examples, McCabe provides a thought-provoking analysis of what it means to be ethical in a modern
world. This groundbreaking work is a must-read for anyone interested in the origins of human
morality and the forces that drive our moral decisions. Joseph McCabe, a respected philosopher and
scholar, brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to 'The Human Origin of Morals'. With a
background in ethics and evolutionary psychology, McCabe is well-equipped to tackle the complex
subject matter of the book. His passion for understanding human behavior and morality shines
through in his meticulous research and insightful analysis. I highly recommend 'The Human Origin
of Morals' to anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the moral principles that govern our lives.
Whether you are a student of psychology, philosophy, or anthropology, this book will challenge your
preconceptions and broaden your perspective on the nature of ethics and morality.

where do we get our morals: Kant's Metaphysics of Morals Mark Timmons, 2002 Studies of
Kant's moral and political philosophy have increasingly focused on his last major work in ethics, The
Metaphysics of Morals. This work is here discussed in seventeen essays by leading contemporary
Kant scholars, most of them specially written for this volume. They cover a broad range of topics,
including Kant's views on rights, punishment, contract, practical reasoning, revolution, freedom,
virtue, legislation, happiness, moral judgement, love, respect, duties to oneself, and motivation. This
is the only book devoted entirely to The Metaphysics of Morals and is not just a landmark in Kant
studies but also a significant contribution to contemporary moral and political philosophy.

where do we get our morals: Kant: The Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 1996-04-18
The Metaphysics of Morals is Kant's major work in applied moral philosophy in which he deals with
the basic principles of rights and of virtues. It comprises two parts: the 'Doctrine of Right', which
deals with the rights which people have or can acquire, and the 'Doctrine of Virtue', which deals
with the virtues they ought to acquire. Mary Gregor's translation, revised for publication in the
Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy series, is the only complete translation of the whole
text, and includes extensive annotation on Kant's difficult and sometimes unfamiliar vocabulary. A
new introduction by Roger Sullivan sets the work in its historical and philosophical context. This



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/where-do-we-get-our-morals.pdf

volume will be of wide interest to students of ethics and of legal and political philosophy.

where do we get our morals: Mortal Morals Sandeep Ghag, 2024-10-15 Mortal Morals: Your
Bridge to Financial Well-Being is a transformative guide that connects the principles of morality with
the journey to financial independence. This book delves deep into how our core values shape
financial decisions, offering practical strategies for ethical wealth creation. Written for readers in
India, Mortal Morals simplifies complex financial concepts, encouraging introspection and alignment
of personal values with financial goals. Whether you're seeking financial security, freedom, or
success, this book provides the tools to achieve it while staying true to your moral compass. Discover
the path to financial well-being through a lens of integrity, growth, and inner peace.

where do we get our morals: The Moral Psychology of Disgust Nina Strohminger, Victor
Kumar, 2018-06-30 Does disgust guide moral behavior, or does it hamper it? Does disgust play a
critical role in ordinary moral judgments, or almost no role at all? In this volume, experts in the field
come together to explore fundamental questions about the role that disgust plays (and ought to play)
in our moral lives. This book features twelve new essays, nestled comfortably at the intersection of
psychology and philosophy. The Moral Psychology of Disgust brings together leading
scholars—ethical theorists, cognitive scientists, developmental psychologists, legal scholars,
cognitive neuroscientists, anthropologists—each answering questions that arise at the intersection of
morality and disgust. The book introduces readers to the most pressing issues facing the field, and
gives a perspective that is representative of the range of views and concerns that reflect the current
research terrain. The book addresses three main themes: the origins of moral disgust, exploring the
evolutionary function of disgust and its role in sustaining group dynamics; the psychological
mechanisms underlying disgust responses and the way in which disgust influences reasoning about
agency, violence, sex, and meaning; and the ethical challenges posed by disgust. The contributors
explore whether we are justified in using disgust to form beliefs about right and wrong and how
disgust sheds light on the very nature of morality.

where do we get our morals: Present Day Tracts on Subjects of Christian Evidence, Doctrine,
and Morals Religious Tract Society (Great Britain), 1883

where do we get our morals: Moral Vision Duane L. Cady, 2005-03-29 What is moral
reasoning? Are we being reasonable when we make moral decisions if we cannot supply compelling
arguments, criteria, necessary and sufficient conditions, decisive empirical evidence and the like? In
Moral Vision, Duane L. Cady critiques the contemporary inclination to model reason after textbook
natural science, noting that our values are not conclusions of proofs or derivations but frameworks
in which such reasoning may take place, frameworks that we struggle to understand and explain.
Cady goes on to suggest a rich conception of reason beyond that of stereotypical science, one that
reflects aesthetic, historical, experiential, and pluralistic aspects of moral thinking, one that widens
and deepens descriptions of how moral thinking typically happens. This book will be of interest to
anyone wondering what philosophy may contribute to our contemporary struggle with conflicting
values and value collisions, both personal as well as cultural.

where do we get our morals: A Cyclopedia of Illustrations of Moral and Religious Truths
John Bate, 2025-07-31 Reprint of the original, first published in 1875. The Antigonos publishing
house specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works
are made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.

where do we get our morals: Hume's An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals Esther
Engels Kroeker, Willem Lemmens, 2021-01-07 Hume considered his Enquiry Concerning the
Principles of Morals to be one of his best works. In it he offers his most elegant and approachable
account of the origins and scope of morality. With the hope of reaching a broad audience, he argues
that morality is neither rigid nor austere, but is rather a product of sentiments that all human beings
share, and which they are naturally inclined to recognize and act upon. In this Critical Guide, a team
of distinguished scholars discuss each section of the Enquiry, its place in Hume's philosophy as a
whole, and its historical context; their topics include the nature of morals, talents and moral virtues,
benevolence, sympathy, and the sources of moral disagreement. The volume will be valuable for



scholars and advanced students working on Hume.

where do we get our morals: Reason, Religion, and Morals Frances Wright, 2020-11-12
Originally published as Course of Popular Lectures, the works collected in this volume display the
gift for oratory and range of progressive ideas that made Frances Wright (1795-1852) both a
sought-after lecturer and a controversial figure in early nineteenth-century America. Born in
Scotland, this pioneering freethinker and abolitionist emigrated to America in her twenties and
became friends with Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. In 1828, she joined Robert Dale Owen's
socialist community at New Harmony, Indiana, and helped him edit his New Harmony Gazette. The
next year she and Owen moved to New York City, where they published Free Enquirer, which
advocated liberalized divorce laws; birth control; free, state-run, secular education; and organization
of the disadvantaged working class. It was at this time that she began delivering the popular
lectures here collected. Some persistent themes that run throughout these well-argued pieces are:
the importance of free, impartial inquiry conducted in a scientific spirit and not influenced by
religious superstition or popular prejudice; the need for better, universal education that trains young
minds in scientific inquiry rather than religious dogma; the advantage of focusing on the facts of the
here-and-now rather than theological speculations; and the failure of American society to live up to
its noble ideals of equality and justice for all. With an insightful introduction by Wright scholar
Susan S. Adams (Emeritus Professor of English, Northern Kentucky University), these stimulating
lectures by an early feminist and freethinker will be of interest to students and scholars of women's
studies, humanism, and freethought.

where do we get our morals: Kant and the Foundations of Morality Halla Kim, 2015-02-26
Halla Kim explores the leading themes in Kant’s philosophical ethics from a
structural-methodological point of view to highlight the activities of reason vis-a-vis the blind forces
of brute nature. Basing the study on Kant's short, but monumental, Groundwork of the Metaphysics
of Morals, Kim also draws on other major writings by Kant and his critics. Kim shows that
philosophical ethics, as Kant conceived it, must capture the gist of the ineluctable, inescapable, and
irreducible freedom we strive to exemplify in our practical lives. Viewed this way, the moral law is
none other than the law of the will determining itself. It is the law of the self-activity of the will.
Contending that the concepts and doctrines in Kant’s ethics should be understood as an ethics of the
self-activity of the will, Kim argues that the categorical imperative is the particular way this moral
law is addressed to finite rational beings. Kant and the Foundations of Morality provides new
perspective on the philosopher's thought to benefit studies of eighteenth-century philosophy,
epistemology, modern philosophy, moral theory, moral philosophy, and ethics.

where do we get our morals: Morality and Cultural Differences John W. Cook, 1999-01-28
The scholars who defend or dispute moral relativism, the idea that a moral principle cannot be
applied to people whose culture does not accept it, have concerned themselves with either the
philosophical or anthropological aspects of relativism. This study shows that in order to arrive at a
definitive appraisal of moral relativism, it is necessary to understand and investigate both its
anthropological and philosophical aspects. Carefully examining the arguments for and against moral
relativism, Cook exposes not only that anthropologists have failed in their attempt to support
relativism with evidence of cultural differences, but that moral absolutists have been equally
unsuccessful in their attempts to refute it. He argues that these conflicting positions are both guilty
of an artificial and unrealistic view of morality and proposes a more subtle and complex account of
morality.

where do we get our morals: Reading Hume on the Principles of Morals Jacqueline Taylor,
2020-03-19 Hume's Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals is one of the landmark works in the
history of moral philosophy; this volume presents a section-by-section study of the work in the form
of new interpretative essays by leading Hume scholars. The result is a comprehensive reassessment
of Hume's 'recasting' of his moral philosophy in this work. Particular attention is given to the
Enlightenment concepts of justice and benevolence, as well as to the concept of humanity and moral
sentiment. Fifteen original chapters take the reader through the nine sections and four appendices



of Hume's Enquiry, as well as 'A Dialogue,' to assess critically the moral philosophy he presents.
How does it differ from the moral philosophy of the Treatise, and how should we understand the
significance of the arguments he advances? Additional chapters examine the relation between
Hume's mature moral philosophy and related subjects such as his epistemology, his writings on
religion, beauty and criticism, the passions, and his own intellectual and philosophical development
during the period in which he conceived and wrote the Enquiry.

where do we get our morals: An essay on intuitive morals [by F.P. Cobbe] 2 pt Frances
Power Cobbe, 1857

where do we get our morals: An Essay on Intuitive Morals: being an attempt to popularise
Ethical science. [By Miss F. P. Cobbe.] , 1857

where do we get our morals: Moral Philosophy and Moral Life Anne-Marie Sgndergaard
Christensen, 2020-12-03 Moral Philosophy and Moral Life addresses the questions of the role of
moral philosophy and its relationship to our ordinary moral lives. Christensen's argument is
motivated by the belief that one of the most important obstacles for doing work in moral philosophy
today is the lack of a coherent answer to the question of the role and status of moral philosophy and
the theories it develops. The first part untangles various criticisms of the dominant view of moral
theories that challenge the explanatory, foundational, authoritative, and action-guiding role of these
theories. It also offers an alternative understanding of moral theories as descriptions of moral
grammar. The second part investigates the nature of the particularities relevant for an
understanding of moral life; both particularities tied to the moral subject, her character, her
commitments, and her moral position, and particularities tied to the context of the subject, her moral
community, and her language. The final part marks a return to moral philosophy and addresses the
wider question of what the revised conception of moral theories and the affirmation of the value of
the particular mean for moral philosophy by developing a descriptive, pluralistic, and elucidatory
conception of moral philosophy. While the scope of the argument is wide, the aims are more
moderate: to present an understanding of descriptive moral philosophy aimed at spurring debate
about the status and role of moral philosophy in relation to our moral lives.

where do we get our morals: Enforcing Morality Steven Wall, 2023-11-16 Discusses the
nature and limits of the legal and social enforcement of moral norms.

where do we get our morals: Setting the Moral Compass Cheshire Calhoun, 2003-12-25
Setting the Moral Compass brings together the (largely unpublished) work of nineteen women moral
philosophers whose powerful and innovative work has contributed to the re-setting of the compass of
moral philosophy over the past two decades. The contributors, who include many of the top names in
this field, tackle several wide-ranging projects: they develop an ethics for ordinary life and
vulnerable persons; they examine the question of what we ought to do for each other; they highlight
the moral significance of inhabiting a shared social world; they reveal the complexities of moral
negotiations; and finally they show us the place of emotion in moral life.

where do we get our morals: Human Values and Ethics Prof. Bhushan Manchanda, This
book has been designed for the undergraduate and postgraduate programmes in different fields
such as Social Sciences, Management, Engineering, Architecture, Agriculture, Medical, Pharmacy
and others in such a way that it covers both the theory/conceptual foundation as well as the
illustrative cases and offers authoritative approaches to Human Values and Ethics. The prime need
of Value Education is to understand human aspirations, to develop the students[] personality and
character and to ingrain values towards tolerance, dignity, morality, decency and respect in life. The
main objectives of the promotion of Human Values are to create awareness, conviction and
commitment to values for improving the quality of life of the people through education, and for
advancing their mental, physical and emotional well-being. On the other hand, the values of social
justice, integrity, trust, respect and commitment are at the core of Ethics that are accepted
standards and guiding principles of personal, social and business behaviour. Codes of Ethics are to
help and guide members in performing their job functions according to sound, socially responsible
and consistent ethical principles.



where do we get our morals: Chalk Lines Over Morals Charles Caverno, 1898
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