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The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today

the gilded age a tale of today is a phrase that invites us to draw parallels
between the late 19th-century era in American history and the complexities of
our modern world. The original Gilded Age, spanning roughly from the 1870s to
the early 1900s, was a time of rapid industrialization, vast wealth
accumulation, political corruption, and stark social inequalities. Yet, when
we reflect on our current economic landscape, political climate, and societal
challenges, it’s clear that many of those themes resonate strongly today.
Understanding the Gilded Age as a tale of today allows us to better grasp
ongoing issues like wealth disparity, corporate influence, and the quest for
social justice.

Revisiting the Gilded Age: What Made It So
Significant?

The Gilded Age was coined by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner in their
1873 novel, symbolizing a period that glittered with prosperity on the
surface but concealed deep-rooted problems beneath. This era saw America’s
transformation from a largely agrarian society into an industrial powerhouse.
Railroads expanded, factories multiplied, and cities grew exponentially.
However, this progress came with a cost: labor exploitation, environmental
degradation, and the rise of monopolies.

Industrial Boom and the Rise of Titans

During this time, figures like Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and J.P.
Morgan became household names due to their dominance in steel, oil, and
finance. These industrialists amassed unprecedented fortunes, often referred
to as “robber barons,” because of their ruthless business tactics and
monopolistic practices. The concentration of wealth created a new elite class
that wielded enormous influence over the economy and politics.

Social Inequality and Labor Struggles

While the wealthy lived lavishly, many workers toiled in dangerous factories
for meager wages. Child labor was widespread, and labor unions struggled to
gain recognition. Strikes, such as the Homestead Strike and the Pullman
Strike, highlighted the tension between laborers and industrialists. The
stark divide between the rich and poor sparked debates about workers’ rights,
fair wages, and corporate responsibility—issues that continue to be relevant



in today’s discussions about income inequality.

The Gilded Age a Tale of Today: Parallels in
the Modern Era

Looking through the lens of contemporary society, the Gilded Age a tale of
today becomes strikingly relevant. Many characteristics of that historical
period echo in our current economic and social realities.

Wealth Concentration and the Modern “Robber Barons”

Today’s tech moguls and billionaires—think Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos, and Mark
Zuckerberg—mirror the industrial titans of the 19th century in their
accumulation of vast wealth and influence. The rise of tech giants and
multinational corporations has sparked conversations about monopolies,
antitrust laws, and the ethical responsibilities of business leaders. Just as
in the Gilded Age, the concentration of wealth in the hands of a few raises
questions about fairness and economic opportunity.

Political Influence and Corporate Power

Back in the Gilded Age, corporate money heavily influenced political
decisions, often at the expense of public interest. Today, lobbying,
political donations, and the revolving door between corporations and
government agencies continue to shape policy. The debate over campaign
finance reform and transparency reflects ongoing concerns about the balance
between private interests and democratic governance.

Social Movements and Calls for Reform

The Progressive Era followed the Gilded Age, marked by reforms aimed at
curbing corruption, improving labor conditions, and expanding democracy.
Similarly, our current era witnesses vigorous activism around income
inequality, racial justice, environmental sustainability, and workers’
rights. Movements like Fight for $15, Black Lives Matter, and climate
advocacy groups echo the spirit of past reformers who challenged systemic
injustices.

Lessons from the Gilded Age That Inform Today’s



Challenges

Studying the Gilded Age a tale of today offers valuable insights into how
societies can navigate rapid change without sacrificing equity and justice.

Balancing Innovation with Regulation

The industrial revolution brought incredible technological advances but also
highlighted the dangers of unchecked capitalism. Modern technology continues
to evolve rapidly, raising questions about privacy, labor displacement, and
market fairness. Finding the right balance between fostering innovation and
implementing effective regulations is crucial to prevent exploitation and
promote inclusive growth.

Addressing Income Inequality

The disparities during the Gilded Age eventually led to policy responses like
progressive taxation and labor protections. Today, income inequality remains
a pressing concern, with wealth gaps widening in many countries. Policymakers
can look to history to design measures that support middle and lower-income
families, such as affordable education, healthcare access, and fair wage
laws.

Empowering Civic Engagement

Public pressure during the Gilded Age helped catalyze reforms and shift
political priorities. Encouraging citizen participation, transparency, and
accountability remains essential in confronting today’s challenges.
Grassroots organizing, digital activism, and community engagement empower
people to hold leaders accountable and drive meaningful change.

Understanding the Gilded Age Through Culture
and Media

The story of the Gilded Age a tale of today is not only found in history
books but also in literature, film, and popular culture, which continue to
explore themes of wealth, power, and inequality.



Historical Novels and Documentaries

Books like Edith Wharton’s *The Age of Innocence* and documentaries about
industrialists provide vivid portrayals of the era’s complexities. Modern
storytellers often use these narratives to comment on contemporary social
issues, showing how past struggles resonate with present realities.

Television and Film Adaptations

Series such as *The Gilded Age* on HBO bring historical drama to life,
blending entertainment with education. These portrayals help audiences
connect emotionally with the period’s dilemmas, reminding us that the echoes
of the past remain loud in today’s world.

Why Reflecting on the Gilded Age Matters Today

The Gilded Age a tale of today invites us to critically examine where we
stand as a society. It challenges us to recognize patterns of inequality and
power concentration that have persisted for over a century. By understanding
the successes and failures of the past, we can better shape policies and
social norms that promote fairness, opportunity, and sustainability in our
rapidly changing world.

Whether it’s grappling with corporate influence, advocating for workers’
rights, or pushing for environmental justice, the lessons from the Gilded Age
provide a rich framework for informed action. History may not repeat itself
exactly, but it often rhymes—and recognizing those rhythms equips us to build
a more equitable future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today' about?
'The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today' is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley
Warner that satirizes the greed and political corruption in post-Civil War
America during the Gilded Age.

Who are the authors of 'The Gilded Age: A Tale of
Today'?
The novel was co-authored by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner and
published in 1873.



Why is the period called the 'Gilded Age' according
to the novel?
The term 'Gilded Age' refers to the era's thin gold gilding which masked
underlying social problems such as corruption, inequality, and exploitation,
themes explored in the novel.

How does 'The Gilded Age' reflect the social issues
of its time?
The novel highlights issues like political corruption, greed, and the pursuit
of wealth at the expense of morality, reflecting the realities of American
society during the late 19th century.

What is the significance of 'The Gilded Age' in
American literature?
It is significant for coining the term 'Gilded Age' and providing a critical
commentary on the social and political climate of the era, influencing how
the period is historically understood.

Are there any notable characters in 'The Gilded Age'
that represent the era's themes?
Yes, characters like Colonel Beriah Sellers symbolize get-rich-quick schemes
and the deceptive nature of the era, embodying the novel's critique of greed
and corruption.

Additional Resources
The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today

the gilded age a tale of today serves as a compelling lens through which to
examine contemporary society. Originally coined to describe the late 19th-
century period of rapid economic growth and stark social inequality in the
United States, the phrase resonates strongly in today’s context. The
parallels between the original Gilded Age and current socio-economic trends
invite a deeper exploration of wealth concentration, political dynamics, and
the cultural implications of prosperity shadowed by disparity.

Understanding the Gilded Age and Its
Contemporary Echoes

The term "Gilded Age" was popularized by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner



in their 1873 novel, “The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today.” The novel satirized
the era’s superficial glitter masking deep social problems such as poverty,
corruption, and labor unrest. Fast forward to the 21st century, and the
phrase finds renewed relevance as modern society grapples with similar themes
under the guise of technological advancement and globalization.

Throughout the late 1800s, America witnessed unprecedented industrial
expansion, the rise of monopolies, and the accumulation of vast fortunes by a
select few—figures like John D. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie symbolized
this era’s extremes. Today, tech billionaires and financial magnates dominate
headlines, leading many analysts to draw comparisons between the two epochs.

Economic Inequality: Then and Now

One of the most striking features of the original Gilded Age was the glaring
economic inequality. Contemporary data underscores that wealth disparity
remains a persistent issue. According to recent reports from organizations
like the OECD and Credit Suisse, the top 1% hold a disproportionate share of
global wealth, mirroring the concentration seen in the late 19th century.

Income disparity: The income gap between the richest and the poorest has
widened, fueled by automation and the gig economy.

Wealth concentration: Today’s billionaires collectively own fortunes
comparable to entire countries' GDPs, reminiscent of the industrial
tycoons’ dominance.

Social mobility challenges: Similar to the past, upward mobility remains
elusive for many, with systemic barriers perpetuating economic
stratification.

This persistent inequality raises questions about the sustainability of
growth models and the social contract that underpins democratic societies.

Political Corruption and Influence

The Gilded Age was notorious for political corruption, with practices like
patronage and lobbying deeply embedded in governance. Political machines
wielded significant power, often prioritizing the interests of wealthy elites
over the public good.

In parallel, modern politics faces scrutiny over campaign financing, lobbying
by special interest groups, and regulatory capture. The influence of money in
politics today echoes historical patterns, where large corporations and
affluent individuals shape policy agendas, sometimes at odds with broader



societal needs.

The Cultural and Social Dimensions of a Modern
Gilded Age

Beyond economics and politics, the cultural fabric of the Gilded Age was
marked by opulence juxtaposed with poverty. Lavish lifestyles of the elite
were contrasted starkly by the struggles of working-class Americans and
immigrants.

Consumerism and Social Signaling

In contemporary terms, social media platforms amplify displays of wealth and
lifestyle, creating new forms of social signaling reminiscent of the
ostentation seen during the original Gilded Age. The rise of influencer
culture and luxury branding contributes to this phenomenon, shaping
perceptions of success and status.

Labor and Worker Rights

Labor unrest characterized the Gilded Age, with strikes and unionization
efforts responding to poor working conditions and exploitation. Today, worker
rights remain a critical issue as the nature of employment evolves. The gig
economy, remote work, and automation challenge traditional labor protections,
sparking debates about fair wages, benefits, and job security.

Technological Advancement: A Double-Edged Sword

Technological innovation was a hallmark of the Gilded Age, as railroads,
telegraphs, and factories transformed the economy. Modern parallels include
the digital revolution, artificial intelligence, and biotechnology, which
promise progress but also exacerbate inequality.

Access and digital divide: While technology creates opportunities,
unequal access perpetuates disparities.

Job displacement: Automation threatens traditional employment sectors,
challenging social safety nets.

Innovation hubs: Concentration of tech industries in specific geographic
areas mimics historical industrial centers, contributing to regional



inequality.

The intertwining of innovation and inequality necessitates policies that
promote inclusive growth and mitigate adverse impacts.

Environmental Considerations

Unlike the original Gilded Age, today’s economic activities occur against the
backdrop of urgent environmental challenges. Industrialization in the 19th
century led to pollution and resource depletion, but contemporary awareness
of climate change adds complexity to the narrative. Sustainable development
becomes critical to ensure that economic prosperity does not come at the
expense of ecological stability.

Reflecting on "The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today"

The enduring relevance of "the gilded age a tale of today" lies in its
capacity to illuminate ongoing tensions between wealth and equity, progress
and ethics, appearance and reality. By examining historical patterns
alongside modern realities, society gains insight into the cyclical nature of
economic and social dynamics.

While the allure of rapid growth and technological advancement is undeniable,
the lessons of the past urge caution and vigilance. Balancing innovation with
inclusivity, transparency with accountability, and prosperity with
sustainability remains a formidable challenge.

In scrutinizing the echoes of the Gilded Age in today’s world, one finds not
only cause for concern but also opportunities for reform. The narrative
invites policymakers, business leaders, and citizens alike to engage
critically with the forces shaping our collective future, striving for a
society where the gilding does not mask profound inequality but reflects
shared progress.

The Gilded Age A Tale Of Today

  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age: a Tale of Today Charles Dudley Warner,
Mark Twain, 2017-01-06 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles
Dudley Warner first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War
America in the era now referred to as the Gilded Age.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age; A Tale of Today; Charles Dudley Warner, Mark
Twain, 2015-08-24 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/the-gilded-age-a-tale-of-today.pdf


of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age: Complete Mark Twain, Charles Dudley
Warner, 2014-02-13 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is an 1873 novel by Mark Twain and Charles
Dudley Warner that satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America in the era now
referred to as the Gilded Age. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has appeared in
more than one hundred editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner originally had
planned to issue the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable for two
reasons–-it is the only novel Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly became
synonymous with graft, materialism, and corruption in public life.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Charles Warner, Mark Twain, 2020-07-03 The
Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner first published in
1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America in the era now referred to
as the Gilded Age. It is a time when one's spirit is subdued and sad, one knows not why; when the
past seems a storm-swept desolation, life a vanity and a burden, and the future but a way to death. It
is a time when one is filled with vague longings; when one dreams of flight to peaceful islands in the
remote solitudes of the sea, or folds his hands and says, What is the use of struggling, and toiling
and worrying any more? let us give it all up. - Mark Twain, Charles Dudley Warner, The Gilded AgeIn
post-Civil War America, everyone wants to get rich. Si Hawkins, a member of a poor Tennessee
family wants to sell some land at the right price. However, the price is never right so Si Hawkins
dies. His daughter, Laura leaves her home for Washington D.C. where she tries to learn the
politician's wicked schemes. Please provide your review after purchase for our future enhancements.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age A Tale of Today Charles Dudley Warner, Mark
Twain, 2021-03-29 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley
Warner first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America
in the era now referred to as the Gilded Age. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has
appeared in more than one hundred editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner
originally had planned to issue the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable
for two reasons--it is the only novel Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly
became synonymous with graft, materialism, and corruption in public life.The term gilded age,
commonly given to the era, comes from the title of this book. Twain and Warner got the name from
Shakespeare's King John (1595): To gild refined gold, to paint the lily... is wasteful and ridiculous
excess. Gilding gold, which would be to put gold on top of gold, is excessive and wasteful,
characteristics of the age Twain and Warner wrote about in their novel.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today .: Novel . Illustrated
Charles Dudley Warner, Mark Twain, 2019-02 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark
Twain and Charles Dudley Warner first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption
in post-Civil War America. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has appeared in more
than one hundred editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner originally had planned to
issue the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable for two reasons--it is the
only novel Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly became synonymous with graft,
materialism, and corruption in public life. The novel gave the era its name: the period of US history



from the 1870s to about 1900 is now referred to as the Gilded Age.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, 2020-09-29 The Gilded Age: A
Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner first published in 1873. It
satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America. Although not one of Twain's
best-known works, it has appeared in more than 100 editions since its original publication.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age A Tale of Today Mark Twain, 2021-03-25
The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner first published
in 1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America in the era now referred
to as the Gilded Age. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has appeared in more than
one hundred editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner originally had planned to issue
the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable for two reasons--it is the only
novel Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly became synonymous with graft,
materialism, and corruption in public life.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, Charles Dudley, 2009-03 The
Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is an 1873 novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner that
satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America. The term gilded age, commonly
given to the era, comes from the title of this book. Twain and Warner got the name from
Shakespeare's King John (1595): To gild refined gold, to paint the lily... is wasteful and ridiculous
excess. Illustrated.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age: a Tale of Today (English Edition) (Illustrated)
Charles Dudley Warner, Mark Twain, 2019-12-31 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark
Twain and Charles Dudley Warner first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption
in post-Civil War America. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has appeared in more
than 100 editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner originally had planned to issue the
novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable for two reasons--it is the only novel
Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly became synonymous with graft,
materialism, and corruption in public life. The novel gave the era its name: the period of U.S. history
from the 1870s to about 1900 is now referred to as the Gilded Age.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, 2016-02-20 A Novel of Today “It
is a time when one’s spirit is subdued and sad, one knows not why; when the past seems a
storm-swept desolation, life a vanity and a burden, and the future but a way to death. It is a time
when one is filled with vague longings; when one dreams of flight to peaceful islands in the remote
solitudes of the sea, or folds his hands and says, What is the use of struggling, and toiling and
worrying any more? let us give it all up.” - Mark Twain, Charles Dudley Warner, The Gilded Age In
post-Civil War America, everyone wants to get rich. Si Hawkins, a member of a poor Tennessee
family wants to sell some land at the right price. However, the price is never right so Si Hawkins
dies. His daughter, Laura leaves her home for Washington D.C. where she tries to learn the
politician’s wicked schemes. In a parallel story, two upper class young men dream of speculating
land prices and being filthy rich. Who will succeed and who will fail? This Xist Classics edition has
been professionally formatted for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This eBook also contains
a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion questions. We hope you’ll share this book with
your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t wait to hear what you have to say about it. Xist
Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates books for the touchscreen generation
and is dedicated to helping everyone develop a lifetime love of reading, no matter what form it takes
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, Charles Dudley Warner,
2007-12-18 Introduction by Ron Powers Includes Newly Commissioned Endnotes Arguably the first
major American novel to satirize the political milieu of Washington, D.C. and the wild speculation
schemes that exploded across the nation in the years that followed the Civil War, The Gilded Age
gave this remarkable era its name. Co-written by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner, this
rollicking novel is rife with unscrupulous politicians, colorful plutocrats, and blindly optimistic
speculators caught up in a frenzy of romance, murder, and surefire deals gone bust. First published



in 1873 and filled with unforgettable characters such as the vainglorious Colonel Sellers and the
ruthless Senator Dilsworthy, The Gilded Age is a hilarious and instructive lesson in American
history.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner,
2024-07-30 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel written by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley
Warner, first published in 1873. It's set in the post-Civil War era in the United States and offers a
satirical depiction of American society during the period known as the Gilded Age, a time of rapid
economic growth and industrialization coupled with widespread corruption and inequality. The novel
follows the lives of various characters, including the Hawkins family, who move from rural
Tennessee to Washington, D.C., in search of wealth and social advancement. Along the way, they
encounter a cast of politicians, businessmen, and social climbers, each pursuing their own ambitions
and navigating the complexities of American politics and society. Through its portrayal of greed,
corruption, and the pursuit of wealth, The Gilded Age offers a scathing critique of the excesses and
moral decay of the era. The term gilded age itself refers to the superficial glitter of wealth and
prosperity that concealed underlying social problems and inequalities. While Twain and Warner
collaborated on the novel, it's often considered more of Warner's work, as he was primarily
responsible for the writing, with Twain providing input and revisions. Nevertheless, The Gilded Age
remains an important and influential work, offering valuable insights into the social, political, and
economic landscape of post-Civil War America
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, Charles Dudley Warner, 1915
Satirize the political milieu of Washington, D.C. and the wild speculation schemes that exploded
across the nation in the years that followed the Civil War.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Indy Publications, 2002-05-01 First published
in 1873, The Gilded Age is both a biting satire and a revealing portrait of post-Civil War America-an
age of corruption when crooked land speculators, ruthless bankers, and dishonest politicians
voraciously took advantage of the nation's peacetime optimism. With his characteristic wit and
perception, Mark Twain and his collaborator, Charles Dudley Warner, attack the greed, lust, and
naivete of their own time in a work which endures as a valuable social document and one of
America's most important satirical novels. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner,
2018-06-21 The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner
first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political corruption in post-Civil War America in the
era now referred to as the Gilded Age. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has
appeared in more than one hundred editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner
originally had planned to issue the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable
for two reasons--it is the only novel Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly
became synonymous with graft, materialism, and corruption in public life.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark; Warner Twain; Charles Dudley, 1904
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Charles Dudley Warner, Mark Twain,
2018-12-06 Charles Dudley Warner (September 12, 1829 - October 20, 1900) was an American
essayist, novelist, and friend of Mark Twain, with whom he co-authored the novel The Gilded Age: A
Tale of Today...Mark Twain (November 30, 1835 - April 21, 1910), real name Samuel Langhorne
Clemens, was an American writer, humorist, entrepreneur, publisher, and lecture..Among his novels
are The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and its sequel, the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(1885), the latter often called The Great American Novel...The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today is a novel
by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political
corruption in post-Civil War America. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has
appeared in more than one hundred editions since its original publication. Twain and Warner
originally had planned to issue the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is remarkable
for two reasons--it is the only novel Twain wrote with a collaborator, and its title very quickly
became synonymous with graft, materialism, and corruption in public life. The novel gave the era its



name: the period of US history from the 1870s to about 1900 is now referred to as the Gilded
Age.Plot summaryThe term gilded age, commonly given to the era, comes from the title of this book.
Twain and Warner got the name from Shakespeare's King John (1595): To gild refined gold, to paint
the lily... is wasteful and ridiculous excess. (Act IV, scene 2) Gilding gold, which would be to put gold
on top of gold, is excessive and wasteful, characteristics of the age Twain and Warner wrote about in
their novel. Another interpretation of the title, of course, is the contrast between an ideal Golden
Age and a less worthy Gilded Age, as gilding is only a thin layer of gold over baser metal, so the title
now takes on a pejorative meaning as to the novel's time, events and people.The novel concerns the
efforts of a poor rural Tennessee family to become affluent by selling in a timely manner the 75,000
acres (300 km2) of unimproved land acquired by their patriarch, Silas Si Hawkins. After several
adventures in Tennessee, the family fails to sell the land and Si Hawkins dies. The rest of the
Hawkins story line focuses on their beautiful adopted daughter, Laura. In the early 1870s, she
travels to Washington, D.C. to become a lobbyist. With a senator's help, she enters Society and
attempts to persuade Congressmen to require the federal government to purchase the land.A
parallel story written by Warner concerns two young upperclass men, Philip Sterling and Henry
Brierly, who seek their fortunes in land in a novel way. They make a journey with a group intent on
surveying land in Tennessee in order to acquire it for speculation. Philip is good-natured but
plodding. He is in love with Ruth Bolton, an aspiring physician and feminist. Henry is a born
salesman, charming but superficial.The theme of the novel is that the lust for getting rich through
land speculation pervades society, illustrated by the Hawkinses as well as Ruth's well-educated
father, who nevertheless cannot resist becoming enmeshed in self-evidently dubious money-making
schemes.The Hawkins sections were written by Twain; these include several humorous sketches.
Examples are the steamboat race that leads to a wreck (Chapter IV) and Laura's toying with a clerk
in a Washington bookstore (Chapter XXXVI). Notable too is the comic presence throughout the book
of the eternally optimistic and eternally broke Micawber-like character, Colonel Beriah Sellers. The
character was named Escol Sellers in the first edition and changed to Beriah when an actual George
Escol Sellers of Philadelphia objected...Thomas Nast (German: [nast]; September 27, 1840 -
December 7, 1902) was a German-born American caricaturist and editorial cartoonist considered to
be the Father of the American Cartoon.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, 2015-02-18 This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  the gilded age a tale of today: The Gilded Age, A Tale of Today (Annotated) Mark Twain,
2020-04-04 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-The Gilded Age:
A Tale of Today is a novel by Mark Twain, first published in 1873. It satirizes greed and political
corruption in the post-Civil War United States. Although not one of Twain's best-known works, it has
appeared in over 100 editions since its original publication. Twain had originally planned to publish
the novel with illustrations by Thomas Nast. The book is notable for two reasons: It is the only novel
Twain wrote with a contributor, and its title quickly became synonymous with corruption,
materialism, and corruption in public life. The novel gave its name to the era: the period in the
history of the United States from the 1870s to about 1900 is now known as the Golden Age. The term
golden age, commonly given to the time, comes from the title of this book.Twain got the name of



King John from Shakespeare (1595): Gilding refined gold, painting the lily ... is a waste and a
ridiculous excess. (Act IV, scene 2) Gilded gilding, which would be putting gold on gold, is excessive
and wasteful, characteristics of the age Twain wrote about in his novel. Another interpretation of the
title, of course, is the contrast between an ideal Golden Age and a Golden Age
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