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**The Geopolitical Aesthetic Cinema and Space in the World System Perspectives**

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives offers a fascinating lens
through which to understand how films are not just artistic expressions but also deeply entrenched in
global power dynamics. Cinema, as a cultural product, reflects and shapes perceptions of space,
geopolitics, and identity within the broader world system. This interplay between aesthetics, political
geography, and global economic structures reveals the subtle yet powerful ways in which cinematic

narratives contribute to our understanding of the world order.

In this article, we’ll explore how geopolitical aesthetics in cinema engage with concepts of space and
place, how these representations intersect with the world system theory, and why this matters for both
filmmakers and audiences worldwide. Along the way, we’ll unpack key terms like global cinema,
postcolonial space, cultural hegemony, and transnational narratives, all while maintaining a discussion

that’s approachable and insightful.

Understanding the Geopolitical Aesthetic in Cinema

When we talk about the geopolitical aesthetic in cinema, we’re referring to how films visually and
narratively construct space in relation to political power and global relations. This aesthetic is not just
about pretty visuals or exotic locations—it encapsulates the ideological frameworks that underpin the

representation of territories, borders, and peoples.



What Does Geopolitical Aesthetic Mean?

At its core, the geopolitical aesthetic involves the way cinema portrays the world’s political
geography—the division of nations, the conflicts over territory, and the cultural imprints of colonialism
and globalization. Films often embed these ideas subtly through mise-en-scéne, character arcs, and

plotlines that highlight issues such as migration, imperialism, and national identity.

For example, movies like *Babel* (2006) or *The Constant Gardener* (2005) use multiple geographic
settings to evoke a sense of global interconnectedness while simultaneously revealing inequalities and
tensions within the world system. Such films don’t just tell a story; they invite viewers to think critically

about how space and power intersect on a global scale.

The Role of Space in Cinema

Space in cinema is more than just a backdrop. It acts as a character in its own right, shaping the
narrative and influencing how audiences understand socio-political contexts. From sprawling urban

landscapes to remote rural villages, space embodies cultural memory and political histories.

Geopolitical cinema often manipulates space to highlight disparities between the Global North and
Global South, or to critique imperialistic legacies that persist in today’s world. This spatial
representation aligns with ideas from world system theory, which emphasizes the economic and
political interdependence between core, semi-peripheral, and peripheral countries. Films that engage

with these ideas provide a cinematic map of global power structures.

The Intersection of Cinema, Space, and the World System

Theory



World system theory, developed by sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein, offers a framework for
understanding the global economic system as a complex network of relationships between dominant
core countries and exploited peripheral regions. Cinema, when viewed through this lens, becomes a

medium to visualize and critique this system.

How Cinema Reflects Core-Periphery Dynamics

Many films depict the stark contrasts between developed and underdeveloped spaces, echoing the
core-periphery dynamics central to world system theory. The "core" often appears as technologically
advanced, economically prosperous, and politically stable, while the "periphery" is shown as

marginalized, impoverished, or politically unstable.

Consider films like *City of God* (2002), which portrays life in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, or
*Slumdog Millionaire* (2008), set in the slums of Mumbai. These narratives expose the peripheral
conditions shaped by global capitalism and neoliberal policies. Through their visual storytelling, they
critique the uneven distribution of wealth and power, highlighting the geopolitical realities that define

the world system.

Transnational Cinema and Global Narratives

The rise of transnational cinema further complicates the relationship between space and geopolitics.
Transnational films often cross cultural and national boundaries, reflecting the fluidity of modern
identities and the interconnectedness of global spaces. This cinematic trend challenges rigid
geopolitical borders and invites audiences to experience hybrid spaces shaped by migration, diaspora,

and globalization.

Films such as *The Farewell* (2019) or *Parasite* (2019) engage with themes of cultural displacement,
economic inequality, and social stratification, showing how the world system influences personal and

collective identities across borders. This approach broadens the geopolitical aesthetic by emphasizing



shared human experiences while acknowledging systemic global disparities.

Why the Geopolitical Aesthetic Matters Today

In an era marked by rapid globalization, climate change, and escalating geopolitical tensions, cinema
has become a powerful tool for fostering understanding and dialogue. The geopolitical aesthetic in
films encourages viewers to question dominant narratives and recognize the complexity of global

relations.

Rethinking Borders and Identity Through Film

Borders are often depicted as rigid lines dividing “us” from “them,” but cinema can challenge this
binary by portraying borderlands as dynamic spaces of cultural exchange and conflict. Films that
explore migration, refugees, and transnational communities reveal the human stories behind

geopolitical struggles, fostering empathy and nuanced perspectives.

For instance, movies like *Sin Nombre* (2009) or *Border* (2018) explore the emotional and political
dimensions of crossing borders, emphasizing the fluidity of identity and the impact of global systems
on individual lives. This cinematic engagement with space and politics encourages audiences to

rethink the meaning of belonging in a fractured world.

The Role of Filmmakers and Audiences

Filmmakers hold significant power in shaping geopolitical aesthetics. By choosing which stories to tell
and how to frame space and political realities, they influence public perception of global issues.
Responsible storytelling involves acknowledging complex histories, avoiding stereotypes, and

representing marginalized voices authentically.



Audiences, in turn, benefit from engaging critically with these films, recognizing the underlying world
system perspectives and questioning their own positionality within global power structures. This active
viewing can lead to greater awareness and potentially inspire action toward social justice and global

equity.

Exploring Key Themes in Geopolitical Aesthetic Cinema

Several recurring themes emerge within the geopolitical aesthetic that highlight the intricate

relationship between cinema, space, and the world system.

Colonial Legacies: Many films grapple with the remnants of colonialism, showcasing how

historical exploitation continues to shape contemporary geopolitical realities.

Resource Conflicts: Cinematic narratives often depict struggles over natural resources, reflecting

real-world tensions between nations and corporations.

Urbanization and Global Cities: The rise of megacities and their geopolitical significance is a

common motif, illustrating the concentration of economic and cultural power.

Environmental Crises: Films addressing climate change and environmental degradation highlight

the global consequences of uneven development within the world system.

These themes not only enrich the storytelling but also serve as critical commentaries on the global

order.



Case Studies: Films That Embody the Geopolitical Aesthetic

To better understand how cinema engages with space and the world system, consider these notable

examples:

1. “The Battle of Algiers” (1966): A politically charged depiction of the Algerian struggle for

independence, this film presents urban space as a contested geopolitical arena.

2. “District 9” (2009): Using science fiction allegory, it explores themes of segregation,

imperialism, and displacement within a South African context, reflecting global power hierarchies.

3. “Beasts of No Nation” (2015): A harrowing look at child soldiers and civil war in Africa,

highlighting the impact of global arms trade and political instability.

Each of these films uses space—be it urban landscapes, borders, or war zones—to comment on the

geopolitical forces shaping the world.

Final Reflections on Cinema, Space, and Global Power

The geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives invite us to see films as
more than entertainment. They become windows into the complex relationships of power, territory, and
identity that define our globalized world. Through thoughtful visual and narrative strategies, filmmakers

challenge audiences to confront uncomfortable truths about inequality, domination, and resistance.

As the world continues to evolve, so too will the cinematic representations of space and geopolitics.
Engaging with these perspectives enriches our understanding not only of film as an art form but also of

the intricate and often contested spaces we inhabit on this planet.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by the term 'geopolitical aesthetic’ in cinema?

The term 'geopolitical aesthetic' in cinema refers to the way films represent and engage with global
political dynamics, territorial conflicts, and cultural identities, often reflecting broader world system

perspectives through visual and narrative strategies.

How does cinema contribute to shaping our understanding of global
space and geopolitics?

Cinema shapes our understanding of global space and geopolitics by portraying specific geopolitical
realities, power relations, and spatial narratives, thereby influencing public perception and discourse

about international relations and world order.

In what ways does the world system theory inform the analysis of
cinema and space?

World system theory informs the analysis of cinema and space by providing a framework to examine
how films reflect and reproduce the hierarchies, core-periphery relations, and economic and political

interdependencies that characterize the global system.

Can you give examples of films that embody the geopolitical aesthetic
in their depiction of space?

Films such as 'Babel' (2006), 'Syriana' (2005), and 'The Constant Gardener' (2005) embody the
geopolitical aesthetic by exploring interconnected global issues—such as migration, resource conflicts,

and imperialism—through their spatial narratives and settings across multiple countries.



How does space function as a narrative element in geopolitical
aesthetic cinema?

In geopolitical aesthetic cinema, space functions as a narrative element by symbolizing political
boundaries, cultural identities, and power structures, often highlighting tensions between local and

global forces and emphasizing the interconnectedness of different regions within the world system.

What role do peripheral and core regions play in films analyzing world
system perspectives?

Peripheral and core regions in such films often symbolize economic and political inequalities, with core
regions representing centers of power and wealth, while peripheral regions depict sites of exploitation,

resistance, or marginalization, thereby illustrating the dynamics of the world system.

How has globalization influenced the representation of space in
geopolitical aesthetic cinema?

Globalization has influenced the representation of space by encouraging transnational narratives,
hybrid identities, and multi-sited storytelling in cinema, reflecting the complex flows of capital, people,

and ideas that transcend traditional national borders within the world system.

Additional Resources

The Geopolitical Aesthetic Cinema and Space in the World System Perspectives

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives offers a compelling
framework to analyze how global power dynamics are visually and narratively constructed through film.
This intersection of cinema, geopolitics, and spatial theory reveals the ways in which movies do not
merely reflect geopolitical realities but actively participate in shaping perceptions of territory, identity,

and global hierarchies. As the world system theory underscores structural inequalities and



interconnectedness among nations, cinematic representations become crucial sites for understanding

how cultural productions articulate and contest global power relations.

Understanding the Geopolitical Aesthetic in Cinema

The term “geopolitical aesthetic” refers to the visual and narrative strategies through which cinema
interprets and represents geopolitical realities. These aesthetics are not neutral; they are imbued with
ideological meanings that reflect the interests of dominant world actors or challenge hegemonic
narratives. Films often depict borders, landscapes, and spatial relations in ways that parallel real-world

tensions between core, semi-periphery, and periphery states as outlined in world system theory.

Cinema’s role in constructing geopolitical aesthetics is multifaceted. It involves the portrayal of specific
spaces—urban centers, borderlands, contested territories—that symbolize broader political conflicts and
cultural anxieties. For example, Hollywood’s depiction of the Middle East often reinforces orientalist
perspectives, aligning with US-centric geopolitical agendas. Conversely, films from the Global South

may offer counter-narratives that reimagine space and sovereignty beyond Western-centric worldviews.

The Role of Space in Cinematic Geopolitics

Space in geopolitical cinema manifests both literally and metaphorically. On a literal level, geographical
locations serve as backdrops that underscore the stakes of power struggles—territorial disputes,
migration crises, or resource conflicts. Metaphorically, space also signifies ideological boundaries and
social hierarchies. The cinematic framing of space can delineate ‘us versus them’ mentalities,

reinforcing or subverting dominant geopolitical discourses.

Spatial representation in cinema is deeply tied to the world system’s structural divisions. Core
countries (developed, economically dominant) are often portrayed as centers of order and progress,
while periphery regions are depicted as chaotic, dangerous, or underdeveloped. These portrayals

contribute to the maintenance of global hierarchies by naturalizing inequalities through visual



storytelling.

World System Perspectives and Film Analysis

World system theory, developed by Immanuel Wallerstein, categorizes the global economy into core,
semi-periphery, and periphery zones, emphasizing the unequal exchange and dependency
relationships between countries. When applied to cinema, this theory helps decipher how films reflect

and perpetuate these systemic divisions.

For instance, films produced in core countries tend to dominate the global cinematic market, shaping
international narratives about security, development, and cultural identity. These films often depict
global conflicts from the perspective of core interests, framing peripheral regions through a lens of
threat or victimhood. Meanwhile, cinema emerging from semi-periphery and periphery countries may

resist these portrayals, providing alternative viewpoints that challenge hegemonic discourses.

Case Studies in Geopolitical Aesthetic Cinema

¢ Hollywood Blockbusters: Films like "Zero Dark Thirty" or "American Sniper" reflect American
geopolitical interests by dramatizing US military interventions in the Middle East. These movies
utilize spatial aesthetics—desert landscapes, urban war zones—to construct narratives that

legitimize interventionism and frame the US as a global stabilizer.

e Postcolonial Cinema: Directors from nations in Africa, Latin America, and South Asia often
engage with spatial themes to critique colonial legacies and global inequality. Films like "City of
God" (Brazil) or "Timbuktu" (Mali) explore how space is contested and controlled, revealing the

socio-political ramifications of peripheral status within the world system.

e European Art Cinema: Auteur-driven films from Europe frequently interrogate the tensions



between national identity and supranational entities like the EU. These movies employ urban and

rural spaces to reflect anxieties about globalization, migration, and sovereignty.

Implications of Geopolitical Space in Cinema

The depiction of geopolitical space in cinema carries significant implications for how audiences
understand global power relations. Through aesthetic choices—such as framing, mise-en-scéne, and
narrative focus—films influence public perceptions of international conflict, cooperation, and cultural
difference. This makes cinema a powerful tool for both reinforcing and challenging world system

dynamics.

Moreover, the global distribution of films reflects the uneven flows of cultural capital. Core countries’
dominance in cinematic production and distribution means their geopolitical aesthetics reach wider
audiences, potentially marginalizing peripheral perspectives. However, the rise of digital platforms has
begun to democratize access, allowing more diverse spatial representations and geopolitical narratives

to emerge.

Challenges and Opportunities in Representing Geopolitical Space

Representing geopolitical space in cinema is fraught with challenges, including:
1. Stereotyping and Simplification: Films often reduce complex geopolitical realities into easily
digestible tropes, which can perpetuate misunderstandings and biases.

2. Commercial Pressures: Market demands may incentivize filmmakers to prioritize familiar

narratives aligned with dominant geopolitical perspectives, limiting innovation.



3. Access and Resources: Filmmakers from peripheral regions may face barriers to funding and

distribution, constraining their ability to present alternative spatial narratives.

At the same time, there are notable opportunities:

¢ Cross-cultural Collaboration: Co-productions between countries at different levels of the world

system can foster nuanced portrayals of geopolitical space.

e Technological Innovation: Virtual reality and immersive media offer new ways to engage with

spatial and geopolitical themes in cinema.

* Audience Engagement: Growing global awareness of geopolitical issues encourages filmmakers

to craft more sophisticated and critical representations of space and power.

The intersection of the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives
remains a dynamic field of inquiry. As global power relations continue to evolve, so too will the
cinematic languages that seek to represent and interrogate these complexities. Through critical
examination of how films construct and deconstruct geopolitical spaces, scholars and audiences alike

gain deeper insight into the cultural dimensions of global politics.

The Geopolitical Aesthetic Cinema And Space In The World
System Perspectives

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: The
Geopolitical Aesthetic Fredric Jameson, 1992

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives:
Perspectives on the Contemporary Novel Abdulgawad Elnady , 2020-11-12 I am introducing the kind
reader to a sample selection of studies on the contemporary novel. Egyptian, Ghanaian, British,
Portuguese, Sudanese, and Canadian, the novels, short stories, and film-adaptation of novels
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discussed range also from ones grappling with man’s plight in an ever traumatized and traumatizing
world to national and international politics, ecocritical issues, critical, cinematic and translational
concerns, the anxiety of resistance and coexistence, geocritical horizons, and third-culture
parameters. Table of Contents Dedication. Preface. Chapter One: Scatology in the Postcolonial
Ghanaian and Egyptian Novel Chapter Two: A Geocritical Reading of Some of Alice Munro’s Short
Stories Chapter Three: A Cixousian Reading of Alice Munro’s and Mohja Kahf’s Short Stories
Chapter Four: The Anxiety of Resistance and Coexistence in Leila Aboulela’s The Translator. Error!
Bookmark not defined. Chapter Five: A Reading of Jose Saramago’s Blindness in the Context of
Ecocriticism Chapter Six: The Problematics of Translating Literary Criticism Chapter Seven: The
Poetry of Science Writing: the Panacea of the Third Culture in lan McEwan’s Saturday. Works Cited

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: The
Anthem Handbook of Screen Theory Hunter Vaughan, Tom Conley, 2018-07-30 The Anthem
Handbook of Screen Theory offers a unique and progressive survey of screen theory and how it can
be applied to a range of moving-image texts and sociocultural contexts. Focusing on the “handbook”
angle, the book includes only original essays from established authors in the field and new scholars
on the cutting edge of helping screen theory evolve for the twenty-first-century vistas of new media,
social shifts and geopolitical change. This method guarantees a strong foundation and clarity for the
canon of film theory, while also situating it as part of a larger genealogy of art theories and critical
thought, and reveals the relevance and utility of film theories and concepts to a wide array of
expressive practices and specified arguments. The Anthem Handbook of Screen Theory is at once
inclusive, applicable and a chance for writers to innovate and really play with where they think the
field is, can and should be heading.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: New
Argentine Cinema Jens Andermann, 2011-11-30 Argentine filmmaking from the mid-1990s to the
present has enjoyed worldwide success. New Argentine Cinema explores this cinema in order to
discover the elements that have made for this success, in relation to the country's profound political,
social and cultural crisis during the same period. Jens Andermann shows how the most recent wave
of films differs markedly from the Argentine cinema of the preceding decade, following the end of
the dictatorship in 1983. Studying films by Lisandro Alonso, Albertina Carri, Lucrecia Martel, Raul
Perrone, Martin Rejtman, and Pablo Trapero, among others, he identifies a shift in aesthetic
sensibilities between these directors and those of the previous generation as well as a profound
change in the way films are being made, and their relation to the audiovisual field at large. In
combining close comparative analyses with a review of the changing models of production, editing,
actorship and location, Andermann uncovers the ways in which Argentine films have managed to
construct a complex, multilayered account of their own present, as shot through - or 'perforated’ - by
the still unresolved legacies of the past.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: Place,
Power, Situation and Spectacle Stuart C. Aitken, Leo E. Zonn, 1994-03-29 Using contemporary film
theory and elements of socio-cultural and political discourse, fourteen geographers examine the
effects of cinematic representation of place and space on perceptions of self and societies in the
world.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives:
Theorising National Cinema Valentina Vitali, Paul Willemen, 2019-07-25 Why do we think of
clusters of films as 'national cinema'? Why has the relationship between the nation and film become
so widely and uncritically accepted? 'Theorising National Cinema' is a major contribution to work on
national cinema, by many of the leading scholars in the field. It addresses the knotty and complex
relationship between cinema and national identity, showing that the nationality of a cinema
production company, and the films that its made, have not always been seen as pertinent. The
volume begins by reviewing and rethinking the concept of national cinema in an age of globalisation,
and it goes on to chart the parallel developments of national film industries and the idea of a nation
state in countries as diverse as Japan, South Korea, Russia, France and Italy. The issues of a




'national cinema' for nation states of contested status, with disputed borders or displaced peoples, is
discussed in relation to film-making in Taiwan, Ireland and Palestine. The contributors also consider
the future of national cinema in an age of trans-national cultural flows, exploring issues of national
identity and cinema in Latin America, Asia, the Middle-East, India, Africa and Europe. 'Theorising
National Cinema' also includes a valuable bibliography of works on national cinema.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives:
Encyclopedia of Communication Theory Stephen W. Littlejohn, Karen A. Foss, 2009-08-18 With
more than 300 entries, these two volumes provide a one-stop source for a comprehensive overview
of communication theory, offering current descriptions of theories as well as the background issues
and concepts that comprise these theories. This is the first resource to summarize, in one place, the
diversity of theory in the communication field. Key Themes Applications and Contexts Critical
Orientations Cultural Orientations Cybernetic and Systems Orientations Feminist Orientations
Group and Organizational Concepts Information, Media, and Communication Technology
International and Global Concepts Interpersonal Concepts Non-Western Orientations Paradigms,
Traditions, and Schools Philosophical Orientations Psycho-Cognitive Orientations Rhetorical
Orientations Semiotic, Linguistic, and Discursive Orientations Social/Interactional Orientations
Theory, Metatheory, Methodology, and Inquiry

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: The
Modernist World Allana Lindgren, Stephen Ross, 2015-06-05 The Modernist World is an accessible
yet cutting edge volume which redraws the boundaries and connections among interdisciplinary and
transnational modernisms. The 61 new essays address literature, visual arts, theatre, dance,
architecture, music, film, and intellectual currents. The book also examines modernist histories and
practices around the globe, including East and Southeast Asia, South Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa,
Australia and Oceania, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East and the Arab World, as well as the
United States and Canada. A detailed introduction provides an overview of the scholarly terrain, and
highlights different themes and concerns that emerge in the volume. The Modernist World is
essential reading for those new to the subject as well as more advanced scholars in the area -
offering clear introductions alongside new and refreshing insights.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: Culture
Control Critique Frida Beckman, 2016-05-03 When “revolution” becomes a recurring theme in
mainstream culture, where do we look for the tools for a critical engagement with the present?
Addressing the link between allegory and cultural critique in contemporary culture and resisting the
thematic abstraction of sexy, fast, revolutionary content, this book suggests that one way is to pay
attention not so much to content as to form. Culture Control Critique provides an analysis of how
representations of political systems in contemporary mainstream culture may be understood not so
much by looking at their apparent critical message but by shifting our critical gaze to an underlying
and recurring political logic that controls the desire for political change.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: 'Hamlet'
and World Cinema Mark Thornton Burnett, 2019-07-04 Reveals a rich cinematic history, discussing
Hamlet films from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: The Asian
Cinema Experience Stephen Teo, 2013-05-07 This book explores the range and dynamism of
contemporary Asian cinemas, covering East Asia (China, Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan),
Southeast Asia (Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia), South Asia (Bollywood), and West Asia (Iran), in
order to discover what is common about them and to engender a theory or concept of Asian Cinema.
It goes beyond existing work which provides a field survey of Asian cinema, probing more deeply
into the field of Asian Cinema, arguing that Asian Cinema constitutes a separate pedagogical
subject, and putting forward an alternative cinematic paradigm. The book covers styles, including
the works of classical Asian Cinema masters, and specific genres such as horror films, and
Bollywood and Anime, two very popular modes of Asian Cinema; spaces, including artistic use of
space and perspective in Chinese cinema, geographic and personal space in Iranian cinema, the



private erotic space of films from South Korea and Thailand, and the persistence of the family unit in
the urban spaces of Asian big cities in many Asian films; and concepts such as Pan-Asianism,
Orientalism, Nationalism and Third Cinema. The rise of Asian nations on the world stage has been
coupled with a growing interest, both inside and outside Asia, of Asian culture, of which film is
increasingly an indispensable component - this book provides a rich, insightful overview of what
exactly constitutes Asian Cinema.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: Motion
Pictures and the Image of the City Xiaofei Hao, 2016-06-03 If you've ever had a special
attachment to a film, and also an attachment to the city it was shot in, Xiaofei Haos book will give
you a fresh eye on how the city is expressed in the film by the filmmaker. From the perspective of
social science, each face of the city in a film comes from a choice - shown only on the basis of the
filmmakers’ selection criteria. In this process, the film becomes the cognitive map of that city. The
interweaving of the city space and film language will be elaborated first from the perspective of
urban studies. Then some viewpoints of tourism studies will be provided to explore the relation
between the image of the city in the film and in reality. Two films about the city Taipei are looked at
as case studies: A One and a Two (Yi Yi, Director Edward Yang, 2000) and Au Revoir Taipei (Director
Arvin Chen, 2010).

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: South
and North Kerry Bystrom, Ashleigh Harris, Andrew J. Webber, 2018-03-28 This book explores urban
life and realities in the cities of the Global South and North. Through literature, film and other forms
of media that constitute shared social imaginaries, the essays in the volume interrogate the modes of
production that make up the fabric of urban spaces and the lives of their inhabitants. They also
rethink practices that engender ‘cityness’ in diverse but increasingly interlinked conglomerations.
Probing ‘orientations’ of and within major urban spaces of the South -Jakarta, Rio de Janeiro,
Tijuana, Delhi, Kolkata, Luanda and Johannesburg -the book reveals the shared dynamics of urbanity
built on and through the ruins of imperialism, Cold War geopolitics, global neoliberalism and the
recent resurgence of nationalism. Completing a kind of arc, the volume then turns to cities located in
the North such as Paris, Munich, Dresden, London and New York to map their coordinates in
relation to the South. The volume will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of media and
culture studies, city studies, development studies, Global South studies, urban geography, built
environment and literature.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: The SAGE
Handbook of Film Studies James Donald, Michael Renov, 2008-04-16 Written by a team of veteran
scholars and exciting emerging talents, The SAGE Handbook of Film Studies maps the field
internationally, drawing out regional differences in the way that systematic intellectual reflection on
cinema and film has been translated into an academic discipline. It examines the conversations
between Film Studies and its contributory disciplines that not only defined a new field of discourse
but also modified existing scholarly traditions. It reflects on the field's dominant paradigms and
debates and evaluates their continuing salience. Finally, it looks forward optimistically to the future
of the medium of film, the institution of cinema and the discipline of Film Studies at a time when the
very existence of film and cinema are being called into question by new technological, industrial and
aesthetic developments.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: African
Cinema: Manifesto and Practice for Cultural Decolonization Michael T. Martin, 2023-08-08
Challenging established views and assumptions about traditions and practices of filmmaking in the
African diaspora, this three-volume set offers readers a researched critique on black film. Volume
One of this landmark series on African cinema draws together foundational scholarship on its history
and evolution. Beginning with the ideological project of colonial film to legitimize the economic
exploitation and cultural hegemony of the African continent during imperial rule to its
counter-historical formation and theorization. It comprises essays by film scholars and filmmakers
alike, among them Roy Armes, Med Hondo, Ferid Boughedir, Haile Gerima, Oliver Barlet, Teshome



Gabriel, and David Murphy, including three distinct dossiers: a timeline of key dates in the history of
African cinema; a comprehensive chronicle and account of the contributions by African women in
cinema; and a homage and overview of Ousmane Sembene, the Father of African cinema.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: Cinemas
of the Mozambican Revolution Ros Gray, 2020 As one of the first cultural acts after independence
in 1975, Frelimo's new socialist government of Mozambique set up a National Institute of Cinema
(the INC). In a country with little experience of cinema, the INC was tasked to 'deliver to the people
an image of the people'. A unique culture of revolutionary cinema emerged, building on films made
during the armed struggle--

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives:
Global/Local Rob Wilson, Wimal Dissanayake, 1996-05-27 This groundbreaking collection focuses on
what may be, for cultural studies, the most intriguing aspect of contemporary globalization—the
ways in which the postnational restructuring of the world in an era of transnational capitalism has
altered how we must think about cultural production. Mapping a new world space that is
simultaneously more globalized and localized than before, these essays examine the dynamic
between the movement of capital, images, and technologies without regard to national borders and
the tendency toward fragmentation of the world into increasingly contentious enclaves of difference,
ethnicity, and resistance. Ranging across issues involving film, literature, and theory, as well as
history, politics, economics, sociology, and anthropology, these deeply interdisciplinary essays
explore the interwoven forces of globalism and localism in a variety of cultural settings, with a
particular emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region. Powerful readings of the new image culture,
transnational film genre, and the politics of spectacle are offered as is a critique of globalization as
the latest guise of colonization. Articles that unravel the complex links between the global and local
in terms of the unfolding narrative of capital are joined by work that illuminates phenomena as
diverse as yellow cab interracial sex in Japan, machinic desire in Robocop movies, and the Pacific
Rim city. An interview with Fredric Jameson by Paik Nak-Chung on globalization and Pacific Rim
responses is also featured, as is a critical afterword by Paul Bové. Positioned at the crossroads of an
altered global terrain, this volume, the first of its kind, analyzes the evolving transnational
imaginary—the full scope of contemporary cultural production by which national identities of
political allegiance and economic regulation are being undone, and in which imagined communities
are being reshaped at both the global and local levels of everyday existence.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives:
Transnational Chinese Cinemas Sheldon H. Ly, 1997-10-01 Zhang Yimou's first film, Red
Sorghum, took the Golden Bear Award in 1988 at the Berlin International Film Festival. Since then
Chinese films have continued to arrest worldwide attention and capture major film awards, winning
an international following that continues to grow. Transnational Chinese Cinemas spans nearly the
entire length of twentieth-century Chinese film history. The volume traces the evolution of Chinese
national cinema, and demonstrates that gender identity has been central to its formation.
Femininity, masculinity and sexuality have been an integral part of the filmic discourses of
modernity, nationhood, and history. This volume represents the most comprehensive, wide-ranging,
and up-to-date study of China's major cinematic traditions. It is an indispensable source book for
modern Chinese and Asian history, politics, literature, and culture.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: Engaging
Film Tim Cresswell, Deborah Dixon, 2002-03-20 Engaging Film is a creative, interdisciplinary
volume that explores the engagements among film, space, and identity and features a section on the
use of films in the classroom as a critical pedagogical tool. Focusing on anti-essentialist themes in
films and film production, this book examines how social and spatial identities are produced (or
dissolved) in films and how mobility is used to create different experiences of time and space. From
popular movies such as 'Pulp Fiction,' 'Bulworth,' 'Terminator 2,' and 'The Crying Game' to home
movies and avant-garde films, the analyses and teaching methods in this collection will engage
students and researchers in film and media studies, cultural geography, social theory, and cultural



studies.

the geopolitical aesthetic cinema and space in the world system perspectives: The
Visual Culture Reader Nicholas Mirzoeff, 2002 This thoroughly revised and updated second
edition of The Visual Culture Readerbrings together key writings as well as specially commissioned
articles covering a wealth of visual forms including photography, painting, sculpture, fashion,
advertising, television, cinema and digital culture. The Readerfeatures an introductory section
tracing the development of visual culture studies in response to globalization and digital culture, and
articles grouped into thematic sections, each prefaced by an introduction by the editor and conclude
with suggestions for further reading.
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