
the christology of marks gospel
The Christology of Mark’s Gospel: Unveiling the Identity of Jesus

the christology of marks gospel offers one of the most dynamic and compelling
portrayals of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. Unlike some other gospels that
emphasize Jesus’ divine nature in a more overt or theological manner, Mark’s narrative
presents a vivid, action-packed account that invites readers to explore who Jesus really
is—not just through his words, but through his deeds, sufferings, and interactions with
others. Understanding the christology of Mark’s gospel is essential for anyone wanting to
grasp the early Christian perspective on Jesus’ identity, mission, and significance.

Understanding Christology in Mark’s Gospel

Christology refers to the study of the nature and work of Christ. In the context of Mark’s
gospel, it involves examining how Jesus is portrayed, what titles are used for him, and how
his identity unfolds throughout the narrative. Mark, believed to be the earliest gospel
written, emphasizes both the humanity and divinity of Jesus, portraying him as the
suffering Messiah whose kingdom challenges worldly powers.

The Messianic Secret

One of the most intriguing features of the christology of Mark’s gospel is what scholars
call the “Messianic Secret.” Throughout Mark, Jesus often instructs those he heals or
those who recognize him as the Messiah to keep his identity a secret. This repeated motif
serves several purposes:

- It highlights the tension between Jesus’ public ministry and the full revelation of his
identity.
- It suggests that understanding who Jesus truly is requires faith and insight, not just
recognition of miraculous acts.
- It prepares readers for the paradox of the suffering Messiah, a concept that was difficult
for many first-century Jews to accept.

This subtle way of revealing Jesus’ identity invites readers to engage deeply with the
narrative, piecing together clues rather than receiving a straightforward declaration.

Titles and Names: Revealing Jesus’ Identity

Throughout Mark’s gospel, Jesus is referred to by various titles that contribute to the
overall christology. Each title sheds light on different aspects of who Jesus is.



Son of Man

One of the most frequently used titles in Mark is “Son of Man.” This phrase, rooted in
Jewish apocalyptic literature, carries rich theological meaning. It emphasizes Jesus’ role as
a heavenly figure who will judge and redeem, but also underscores his humanity and
suffering. The christology of Mark’s gospel uses this title to balance Jesus’ divine authority
with his earthly experiences.

Son of God

Mark also presents Jesus as the “Son of God,” a title affirming his unique relationship with
God the Father. This is evident from the very beginning, where Jesus is introduced as
God’s “beloved Son” during his baptism and transfiguration. However, Mark’s portrayal is
nuanced; Jesus’ divine sonship is not always fully recognized by others, and even Peter’s
confession in Mark 8:29 is met with Jesus’ stern warning not to reveal this identity
prematurely.

Messiah

Central to the christology of Mark’s gospel is the concept of Jesus as the Messiah—the
anointed one sent by God to save Israel. But Mark’s Messiah is not the triumphant political
leader many expected. Instead, he is a suffering servant who must endure rejection,
suffering, and death before the glory of resurrection. This redefinition of messiahship
profoundly shapes the narrative and challenges readers to reconsider their expectations of
salvation.

The Humanity and Suffering of Jesus

Unlike some other gospel writers who emphasize Jesus’ divinity, Mark gives considerable
attention to Jesus’ human experiences, particularly his suffering. This focus is crucial to
the christology of Mark’s gospel because it reveals the cost of messiahship and the nature
of Jesus’ mission.

Jesus’ Emotions and Experiences

Mark’s gospel portrays Jesus as deeply human—he feels compassion, anger, sorrow, and
even abandonment. For example, Jesus’ agony in the Garden of Gethsemane and his cry of
dereliction on the cross (“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) reveal the
profound emotional and spiritual struggle he endures. This humanity makes Jesus
relatable and emphasizes that his suffering was real and redemptive.



The Suffering Servant

Drawing on Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering servant, Mark presents Jesus as one who
willingly accepts suffering for the sake of others. His passion narrative is central to the
gospel, highlighting that true messiahship involves humility, sacrifice, and obedience to
God’s will. This challenges early believers—and modern readers—to understand salvation
not as triumph over suffering but through it.

Miracles and Authority: Signs of Divine Power

The christology of Mark’s gospel is also expressed through Jesus’ miraculous deeds, which
demonstrate his authority over nature, demons, illness, and even death. These miracles
are not only acts of compassion but also signs pointing to Jesus’ divine identity.

Authority over Demons and Nature

Mark frequently shows Jesus casting out demons and calming storms, actions that
astonish the crowds and his disciples. These miracles reveal a kingdom that breaks into
the present world, overturning evil and chaos. Through them, Mark communicates that
Jesus holds divine power that validates his claims as the Son of God and Messiah.

Healing as Restoration

Jesus’ healings go beyond physical restoration; they symbolize the inauguration of God’s
kingdom where brokenness is healed and life is renewed. This aspect of the christology of
Mark’s gospel reflects a holistic salvation that encompasses body, mind, and spirit.

The Role of Discipleship in Mark’s Christology

Another vital dimension in understanding the christology of Mark’s gospel is the portrayal
of discipleship. Mark does not shy away from showing the struggles and
misunderstandings of Jesus’ followers, which in turn highlights what it means to truly
follow the Messiah.

Misunderstanding and Faith

Throughout the gospel, the disciples often fail to grasp Jesus’ mission fully. Their
confusion and fear contrast with moments of insight, such as Peter’s confession. This
tension reflects the challenge of accepting a suffering Messiah and invites readers to move
beyond superficial faith to a deeper commitment.



Taking Up the Cross

Mark famously ends Jesus’ call to discipleship with the call to “take up your cross and
follow me.” This powerful image encapsulates the gospel’s christology by linking Jesus’
suffering directly to the experience of his followers. True discipleship involves embracing
sacrifice and trusting in the ultimate victory of God’s kingdom.

Implications of Mark’s Christology for Today

The christology of Mark’s gospel continues to resonate because it presents a Jesus who is
both relatable and awe-inspiring, human and divine, suffering and victorious. For modern
readers, this gospel challenges simplistic views of Jesus and encourages a faith that
wrestles with doubt, embraces suffering, and holds fast to hope.

Whether you’re exploring biblical scholarship, deepening your personal faith, or studying
the New Testament, diving into Mark’s portrayal of Christ offers rich insights. It invites us
to see Jesus not merely as a distant divine figure but as a living Savior whose life, death,
and resurrection transform the world and each individual who follows him.

Exploring the christology of Mark’s gospel reveals a narrative that is as much about the
journey of faith as it is about the identity of Christ. It’s a story that continues to inspire,
challenge, and draw people into the mystery of God’s love made manifest in Jesus.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the Christology in Mark's
Gospel?
The central theme of Christology in Mark's Gospel is the portrayal of Jesus as the suffering
Messiah and the Son of God who must undergo suffering and death to fulfill God's
redemptive plan.

How does Mark's Gospel depict Jesus' humanity and
divinity?
Mark's Gospel emphasizes both Jesus' humanity and divinity by showing his emotions,
suffering, and human experiences alongside his divine authority through miracles,
teachings, and his identity as the Son of God.

Why is the title 'Son of Man' significant in Mark's
Christology?
The title 'Son of Man' is significant in Mark's Christology because it highlights Jesus' role
as the eschatological figure who will suffer, die, and be vindicated, linking his mission to



both his humanity and divine authority.

How does Mark's Gospel address the secrecy about
Jesus' identity?
Mark's Gospel includes the 'Messianic Secret,' where Jesus frequently instructs others to
keep his identity as the Messiah confidential, possibly to control the timing of the
revelation and avoid misunderstandings about his mission.

What role does Jesus' passion play in Mark's
Christology?
Jesus' passion is central to Mark's Christology, presenting the suffering and crucifixion as
essential to his messianic mission, demonstrating that true kingship involves self-sacrifice
and redemption.

How does the resurrection in Mark's Gospel contribute
to its Christological message?
The resurrection in Mark's Gospel confirms Jesus' divine identity and messianic role,
affirming that despite suffering and death, Jesus is victorious and the Son of God, bringing
hope and salvation to believers.

Additional Resources
The Christology of Mark’s Gospel: An Analytical Review

the christology of marks gospel presents a complex and multifaceted portrait of Jesus
Christ, one that has garnered extensive scholarly attention due to its distinctive emphasis
on the humanity, messianic identity, and suffering of Jesus. Mark’s Gospel, widely
regarded as the earliest canonical narrative of Jesus’ life, offers a unique theological
perspective that diverges in several respects from the portraits found in the other
Synoptic Gospels and the Johannine account. Understanding the christology of Mark’s
Gospel is crucial for appreciating the theological underpinnings of early Christian belief
and the evolution of Christological thought in the New Testament.

Unpacking the Christology of Mark’s Gospel

Mark’s Gospel is often characterized by its vivid narrative style and an urgent tone that
portrays Jesus as the suffering Messiah who must endure rejection and death before the
ultimate vindication. The christology of Mark’s Gospel centers on Jesus’ identity as the Son
of God and the Son of Man, with a particular stress on the paradox of divine authority
coupled with human vulnerability. This dual emphasis shapes the narrative trajectory and
theological message throughout the text.



Unlike the Gospel of John, which explicitly presents Jesus’ divinity from the outset, Mark’s
Gospel adopts a more implicit and gradual revelation of Jesus’ identity. The christology
here is sometimes described as “low” or “secretive,” referring to the so-called Messianic
Secret motif where Jesus frequently instructs others to keep his identity confidential (e.g.,
Mark 1:34, 8:30, 9:9). This narrative device serves to highlight not only the misunderstood
nature of Jesus’ mission but also the tension between messianic expectation and the
reality of suffering.

Jesus as the Son of Man: A Complex Title

One of the most distinctive features of the christology of Mark’s Gospel is the frequent use
of the title “Son of Man.” This term, rooted in Jewish apocalyptic literature such as Daniel
7, simultaneously affirms Jesus’ role as an eschatological figure and underscores his
humanity. In Mark, Jesus refers to himself as the Son of Man over a dozen times, often in
contexts that emphasize suffering, rejection, and eventual glory.

This title serves multiple functions:

Human Identification: It humanizes Jesus, portraying him as one who experiences
hunger, fatigue, and pain.

Eschatological Authority: It connects Jesus to divine judgment and the coming
kingdom, signaling his role in God’s final plan.

Suffering Servant: It highlights the paradox of a Messiah who must suffer and die
to accomplish salvation.

The christology of Mark’s Gospel, therefore, challenges simplistic notions of the Messiah
as a triumphant political leader and instead presents a nuanced understanding centered
on humility and sacrifice.

Messianic Identity and the Messianic Secret

A key element in understanding the christology of Mark’s Gospel is the motif of the
Messianic Secret. Throughout the narrative, Jesus frequently commands demons, healed
individuals, and even his disciples to keep silent about his identity. Scholars interpret this
motif in various ways, some suggesting it was a literary strategy to explain why Jesus’
messianic identity was not widely recognized during his lifetime.

This secrecy underscores the tension between popular messianic expectations—often
anticipating a conquering king—and the reality of Jesus’ mission, which involves suffering
and death. Mark’s christology thus invites readers to rethink preconceived notions of the
Messiah, emphasizing the necessity of the passion and resurrection to reveal true
messianic glory.



Features of Mark’s Christology in Comparison to
Other Gospels

When analyzing the christology of Mark’s Gospel, comparative insights with Matthew,
Luke, and John reveal distinctive theological emphases that help contextualize Mark’s
unique portrayal.

Mark vs. John: High vs. Low Christology

John’s Gospel is frequently described as having a “high” Christology, explicitly affirming
Jesus’ divinity through clear statements such as “the Word was God” (John 1:1) and “I and
the Father are one” (John 10:30). In contrast, Mark’s Gospel often refrains from overt
declarations of Jesus’ divine nature, focusing instead on his deeds, suffering, and secret
identity. This “low” Christology does not deny divinity but presents it in a more implicit,
narrative-driven manner.

Mark’s Emphasis on Suffering Messiah

While Matthew and Luke also include Jesus’ suffering, Mark places exceptional emphasis
on the passion narrative and the theme of the suffering Messiah. The repeated predictions
of Jesus’ death (Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34) and his portrayal as the one who must “give
his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45) underscore a christology grounded in
sacrificial love and redemptive suffering.

Discipleship and the Christological Message

Mark’s Gospel also links its christology with a call to discipleship marked by self-denial
and suffering. The christology of Mark is not merely about Jesus’ identity but has ethical
and existential implications for followers. The repeated admonitions to “take up your cross
and follow me” (Mark 8:34) connect the recognition of Jesus’ messianic role with the cost
of discipleship, reflecting a theology that integrates identity and praxis.

Analytical Insights into Mark’s Theological
Intentions

The christology of Mark’s Gospel operates on multiple levels, reflecting the concerns of
the early Christian community for whom this narrative was composed. The portrayal of
Jesus as the suffering Son of God likely served to address the community’s own
experiences of persecution and marginalization, offering a model of faithful endurance.

Moreover, the christological ambiguity and the Messianic Secret may have facilitated



engagement with diverse audiences, enabling a progressive revelation of Jesus’ identity
that challenges readers to a deeper understanding. This theological subtlety differentiates
Mark’s Gospel as a text that invites reflection on the paradoxes of power, suffering, and
divine mission.

Strengths and Limitations of Mark’s Christology

Strengths: Mark’s emphasis on Jesus’ humanity and suffering provides a relatable
and profound theological perspective that resonates with those experiencing
hardship. The narrative tension generated by the Messianic Secret compels readers
to grapple with complex questions about identity and mission.

Limitations: The less explicit articulation of Jesus’ divinity compared to other
Gospels can present interpretive challenges, particularly for traditions seeking clear
doctrinal formulations. Additionally, the motif of secrecy may be confusing without
understanding the historical and literary context.

Implications for Contemporary Theology and
Biblical Scholarship

The christology of Mark’s Gospel continues to influence contemporary theological
discourse and biblical scholarship. Its portrayal of Jesus offers a counter-narrative to
triumphalistic or overly doctrinal representations, emphasizing vulnerability and service.
Modern readers and theologians often find in Mark’s account a call to authentic
discipleship that embraces suffering as integral to faith.

Furthermore, ongoing scholarly debates about the historical Jesus and early Christological
development frequently engage with Mark’s Gospel as a foundational text. Its christology
provides critical insights into how early Christians understood Jesus’ identity and mission
amid complex social, religious, and political realities.

In summary, the christology of Mark’s Gospel is a rich, nuanced, and deliberate
theological construct that challenges readers to reconsider the nature of Jesus Christ.
Through its focus on the suffering Messiah, the Son of Man, and the Messianic Secret,
Mark presents a portrait of Christ that is both deeply human and divinely authoritative,
inviting ongoing reflection and study within the broader Christian tradition.

The Christology Of Marks Gospel

  the christology of marks gospel: The Christology of Mark's Gospel Jack Dean Kingsbury,
1983 This important work represents a major methodological advance in the study of the Gospels....
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The result is a significant reassessment of Mark's Christology and a stunning, new interpretation of
the secrecy motif.
  the christology of marks gospel: Christology in Mark's Gospel: Four Views J. R. Daniel
Kirk, Adam Winn, Sandra Huebenthal, L. W. Hurtado, 2021-11-09 Gain Insights on Mark's
Christology from Today's Leading Scholars The Gospel of Mark, widely assumed to be the earliest
narrative of Jesus's life and the least explicit in terms of Christology, has long served as a worktable
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have seen an unprecedented shift toward an early, high Christology, the notion that very early in the
history of the Jesus movement his followers worshipped him as God. Other studies have challenged
this view, arguing that Mark's story is incomplete, intentionally ambiguous, or presents Jesus in
entirely human terms. Christology in Mark's Gospel: Four Views brings together key voices in
conversation in order to offer a clear entry point into early Christians' understanding of Jesus's
identity: Sandra Huebenthal (Suspended Christology), Larry W. Hurtado (Mark's Presentation of
Jesus; with rejoinder by Chris Keith), J. R. Daniel Kirk (Narrative Christology of a Suffering King),
and Adam Winn (Jesus as the YHWH of Israel in the Gospel of Mark). Each author offers a robust
presentation of their position, followed by lively interaction with the other contributors and one
last-word rejoinder. The significance of this discussion is contextualized by the general editor
Anthony Le Donne's introduction and summarized in the conclusion. The CriticalPoints Series offers
rigorous and nuanced engagement between today's best scholars for advancing the scholarship of
tomorrow. Like its older sibling, the CounterPoints Series, it provides a forum for comparison and
critique of different positions, focusing on critical issues in today's Christian scholarship: in biblical
studies, in theology, and in philosophy.
  the christology of marks gospel: The Christology of Mark's Gospel Jack Dean Kingsbury,
1989 This important work represents a major methodological advance in the study of the Gospels....
The result is a significant reassessment of Mark's Christology and a stunning, new interpretation of
the secrecy motif.
  the christology of marks gospel: Christology in Mark's Gospel: Four Views J R Daniel
Kirk, Sandra Huebenthal, L W Hurtado, 2021-11-09 Christology in Mark's Gospel: Four Views brings
together some of today's best scholars to address the topic of Mark's Christology, its presentation of
Jesus ranging from perfectly human to uniquely divine. Contributors include: Sandra Huebenthal,
Larry W. Hurtado (with Chris Keith), J. R. Daniel Kirk, and Adam Winn.
  the christology of marks gospel: Mark's Jesus Elizabeth Struthers Malbon, 2009 Holding
significant implications for those who wish to use Mark's Gospel to make claims about the historical
Jesus, as well as for those who wish to use Mark's Gospel to construct confessions about the church's
belief, Malbon's research is a groundbreaking work of scholarship.--David Rhoads, Professor of New
Testament, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago Review of Biblical Literature
  the christology of marks gospel: Christology and Discipleship in the Gospel of Mark
Suzanne Watts Henderson, 2006-03-23 An exploration of discipleship in Mark's gospel relating to
Jesus' own mission and purpose.
  the christology of marks gospel: A Theology of Mark's Gospel David E. Garland, 2015-10-06 A
Theology of Mark’s Gospel is the fourth volume in the BTNT series. This landmark textbook, written
by leading New Testament scholar David E. Garland, thoroughly explores the theology of Mark’s
Gospel. It both covers major Markan themes and also sets forth the distinctive contribution of Mark
to the New Testament and the canon of Scripture, providing readers with an in-depth and holistic
grasp of Markan theology in the larger context of the Bible. This substantive, evangelical treatment
of Markan theology makes an ideal college- or seminary-level text.
  the christology of marks gospel: The Purpose of Mark's Gospel Adam Winn, 2008 Moderate
revision of the author's thesis (doctoral)--Fuller Theological Seminary, 2007.
  the christology of marks gospel: Unlocking the Puzzle David Oliver Smith, 2016-11-22 A
shorter, simpler first draft of the Gospel of Mark has been theorized by New Testament scholars for
almost two hundred years. Using literary tools, David Oliver Smith strips away interpolation and



redaction from the canonical Gospel to reveal that long-sought first draft--the Original Gospel of
Mark. Original Mark, shorter than the canonical version and with several large blocks of text
replaced in their original locations, reveals a coherent structure and a different picture of who Jesus
is. But it is anything other than simple. The Original Gospel also presents puzzles for the curious
reader of Mark to solve, and Smith has found the keys to their solution. Analysis of the text that was
interpolated into Mark reveals who that redactor might have been. Evidence is presented that it was
the author of the Gospel of Luke who redacted the first-written Gospel, jumbled its structure, and
changed its Christology. Follow the analysis of literary structures created by the genius who wrote
Mark's Gospel and discover the astounding design of the Original Gospel of Mark.
  the christology of marks gospel: Mark Ernest Best, 1983
  the christology of marks gospel: The Gospel of Mark Ben Witherington, 2001-01-08 This book
offers the first sustained attempt to read the Gospel of Mark both as an ancient biography and as a
form of ancient rhetoric. Ben Witherington applies to Mark the socio-rhetorical approach for which
he is well known, opening a fresh new perspective on the earliest Gospel. Written when the fledging
Christian faith was experiencing a major crisis during the Jewish war, Mark provides us with the
first window on how the life and teachings of Jesus were presented to a largely non-Jewish audience.
According to Witherington, the structure of Mark demonstrates that this Gospel is biographically
focused on the identity of Jesus and the importance of knowing who he is--the Christ, the Son of God.
This finding reveals that Christology stood at the heart of the earliest Christians' faith. It also shows
how important it was to these earliest Christians to persuade others about the nature of Jesus, both
as a historical figure and as the Savior of the world.
  the christology of marks gospel: Scripture Margaret Nutting Ralph, 2010-06 Scripture is the
Word that nourishes us. Scripture: Nourished by the Word explores the nature of Scripture. Learn
more about this in the Catholic Basics series from Loyola Press. Catholic Basics: A Pastoral Series
offers an in-depth yet accessible understanding of the fundamentals of the Catholic faith for adults,
both those active in pastoral ministry and those preparing for ministry. The series helps readers
explore the Catholic tradition and apply what they have learned to their lives and ministry situations.
Includes study questions and suggestions for further reading.
  the christology of marks gospel: A Theology of the New Testament George Eldon Ladd,
1993-09-02 Ladd's magisterial work on New Testament theology has well served scores of seminary
students since 1974. Now this comprehensive, standard evangelical text has been carefully revised
by Hagner to include an update of Ladd's survey of the history of the field of New Testament
theology, an augmented bibliography, and an entirely new subject index.
  the christology of marks gospel: The Way of the Lord Joel Marcus, 2004-11-09 The New
Testament's messianic interpretation of the Old is an important key to its theology. This book
examines the way the author of the Gospel of Mark uses the Old Testament to convey the identity of
Jesus.
  the christology of marks gospel: The Theology of the Gospel of Mark William Telford,
1999-06-17 This 1999 book presents the reader with a comprehensive view of the theology
underlying the first narrative account of the life of Jesus. In Chapter 1 Dr Telford introduces the
background of the text and its general message, attempting briefly to place the Gospel (and
therefore its theology) in its historical setting. In the second chapter, he describes and analyses the
Gospel's theology, again from an historical perspective and with particular regard to its original
context. In the third chapter, Telford goes on to examine the Gospel in relation to other relevant
writings of the New Testament. Briefly reviewing this larger corpus and highlighting parallels and
contrasts, where appropriate, he seeks to locate the Gospel's theology in its wider canonical context.
The fourth and final chapter ranges even further afield, commenting on the Gospel's history of
interpretation and on its significance in the contemporary context.
  the christology of marks gospel: The Characterisation of Jesus the Davidic Shepherd in
Mark's Gospel Edmund Yiu-ming Leung , 2025-03-17
  the christology of marks gospel: The Gospel of Mark Made Easy Patrick J. Flanagan, 1997



This is a fascinating introductory book for studying the Gospels. It includes a simple presentation of
contemporary scriptural interpretation of Mark's Gospel, resource notes, and compelling new
insights for clergy, biblical readers, and study groups.
  the christology of marks gospel: Christological Rereading of the Shema (Deut 6.4) in
Mark's Gospel John J. R. Lee, 2020-11-09 In Mark's Gospel, the Shema language of Deut 6.4 is not
merely reiterated in a traditional sense but reinterpreted in a striking way that links Jesus directly
and inseparably with Israel's unique God. Such an innovative rereading of the Shema must be
understood in light of (a) various elements involved in and surrounding each of the three
monotheistic references (Mark 2.7; 10.18; 12.29) relating to their respective literary contexts, and
(b) Mark's nuanced, complex, and even paradoxical portrait of Jesus' relationship to God throughout
his gospel. John J.R. Lee shows that Mark's use of the one-God language implies that his Jesus is not
merely one who, as a Shema-observant Jew, speaks on behalf of God but also one whose status and
significance fundamentally correspond to those of Israel's unique deity.
  the christology of marks gospel: Jesus Christ as the Son of David in the Gospel of Mark
Max Botner, 2019-05-30 Addresses the issue of the precarious nature of Davidic sonship in the
Gospel of Mark.
  the christology of marks gospel: Mark’s Gospel C. Clifton Black, 2023-05-11 A culmination of
contemporary scholarship on the Gospel of Mark. A preeminent scholar of the Gospel of Mark, C.
Clifton Black has been studying and publishing on the Gospel for over thirty years. This new
collection brings together his most pivotal work and fresh investigations to constitute an all-in-one
compendium of contemporary Markan scholarship and exegesis. The essays included cover
scriptural commentary, historical studies, literary analysis, theological argument, and pastoral
considerations. Among other topics Black explores: • the Gospel’s provenance, authorship, and
attribution • the significance of redaction criticism in Markan studies • recent approaches to the
Gospel’s interpretation • literary and rhetorical analyses of the Gospel’s narrative • the kingdom of
God and its revelation in Jesus • Mark’s theology of creation, suffering, and discipleship • the Gospel
of Mark’s relationship to the Gospel of John and Paul’s letters • the passion in Mark as the Gospel’s
recapitulation Scholars, advanced students, and clergy alike will consider this book an indispensable
resource for understanding the foundational Gospel.
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