
story of a girl by sara zarr
Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr: A Deep Dive into Emotional Complexity and Healing

story of a girl by sara zarr is a compelling novel that delves into the complexities of trauma, guilt,
and the arduous journey toward healing. Published in 2007, this young adult novel quickly gained
acclaim for its raw, honest portrayal of a teenager grappling with the aftermath of a life-altering
event. If you've been curious about what makes this book resonate so deeply with readers or are
exploring Sara Zarr's powerful storytelling, this article will guide you through the heart of the
narrative, its themes, and its lasting impact.

Understanding the Premise: What Is Story of a Girl by
Sara Zarr About?

At its core, story of a girl by sara zarr tells the story of Deanna Lambert, a seventeen-year-old high
school senior who is trying to rebuild her life after being labeled as “that girl” in her small Californian
town. Years earlier, Deanna was sexually assaulted by her best friend’s older brother—a traumatic
event that has since overshadowed her relationships and reputation. The novel chronicles her
struggle to find self-acceptance and forgiveness amid the judgment and whispers of the community.

This narrative is not just about the incident itself but about how Deanna navigates the complicated
emotions of shame, anger, and isolation. Sara Zarr’s sensitive portrayal allows readers to experience
the nuances of trauma recovery from a deeply personal perspective.

Thematic Depth: Why Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr
Resonates

What makes story of a girl by sara zarr stand out is its honest exploration of themes that many young
adults face but rarely see represented this authentically in literature.

Trauma and Healing

The novel doesn’t shy away from the difficult topic of sexual assault and its aftermath. Instead, it
offers a nuanced look at the healing process, emphasizing that recovery is neither linear nor simple.
Deanna’s story highlights the importance of self-compassion and the courage it takes to reclaim one’s
identity after trauma.

Identity and Self-Worth

Deanna’s journey is also about reclaiming her sense of self. The stigma she faces shapes her



interactions with family, friends, and romantic interests. Sara Zarr captures the internal battle many
survivors endure—balancing feelings of guilt with the desire to be seen as more than their past.

Family Dynamics and Forgiveness

The complex relationships within Deanna’s family add another layer to the story. Her father’s absence
and her mother’s struggle to understand her pain create a backdrop that many readers can relate to.
The theme of forgiveness—both of others and oneself—is woven throughout the novel, making it a
deeply moving read.

Character Development: Meeting Deanna and the
Supporting Cast

A significant strength of story of a girl by sara zarr lies in its rich, believable characters. Deanna is
multifaceted—sometimes angry, often vulnerable, but always relatable. Her voice is authentic, which
allows readers to connect with her on a profound level.

The supporting characters, including Deanna’s mother, father, and friends, are equally well-crafted.
Each relationship presents different challenges and opportunities for growth, illustrating how trauma
can ripple through a community and family in various ways.

Deanna Lambert: The Protagonist’s Inner World

Deanna’s introspective narration gives readers insight into her fears, hopes, and uncertainties. Her
internal dialogue reveals the weight of societal judgment and her resilience in facing it. Sara Zarr’s
skillful writing ensures that Deanna never becomes a victim stereotype but rather a fully realized
young woman.

Secondary Characters: Reflecting Different Perspectives

Characters like Deanna’s best friend and her romantic interest add complexity to the narrative by
showing different reactions to Deanna’s past. These perspectives enrich the story and challenge
readers to consider how empathy and understanding can transform relationships.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Sara Zarr’s writing style in story of a girl is intimate and evocative. The first-person narrative allows
for an immersive experience, making readers feel as though they are inside Deanna’s mind. The
prose is straightforward yet poetic at times, balancing realism with emotional depth.



The pacing is deliberate, giving space for reflection while maintaining narrative momentum. This
approach helps convey the slow, often painful process of healing without resorting to melodrama or
oversimplification.

Symbolism and Motifs

Throughout the novel, recurring symbols such as mirrors and water reflect themes of self-examination
and transformation. These motifs subtly reinforce Deanna’s evolving self-image and her attempts to
wash away the stigma attached to her.

Why Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr Matters in Young Adult
Literature

In the realm of young adult fiction, story of a girl by sara zarr fills a crucial gap by addressing
sensitive subjects with honesty and care. It serves not only as a source of empathy for survivors of
sexual assault but also as an educational tool for readers unfamiliar with the complexities surrounding
trauma.

Encouraging Conversations About Consent and Support

The novel opens up important dialogues about consent, victim-blaming, and the need for supportive
communities. Teachers, parents, and counselors often recommend this book as a way to foster
understanding and compassion among teens.

Empowering Survivors Through Representation

By portraying Deanna’s story with authenticity, Sara Zarr empowers survivors to see themselves in
literature and recognize that healing is possible. The book emphasizes that one's past does not define
their future, a powerful message for young readers.

Tips for Readers: How to Approach Story of a Girl by
Sara Zarr

If you’re preparing to read this emotionally charged novel or considering it for a book club or
classroom setting, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Read with an open mind: The subject matter can be intense, so be prepared for emotional
moments and approach the story with empathy.



Reflect on the themes: Take time to think about how the novel handles topics like trauma,
forgiveness, and identity.

Use discussion guides: Many educators and book clubs use story of a girl by sara zarr
alongside discussion questions that encourage deeper understanding.

Consider supplemental resources: If the book raises questions about sexual assault or
mental health, look for articles, hotlines, or organizations that provide support and information.

Exploring Sara Zarr’s Broader Work

For readers who connect with story of a girl by sara zarr, exploring Sara Zarr’s other novels may be
rewarding. Her works often focus on intricate emotional landscapes, family relationships, and the
challenges of adolescence. Books like How to Save a Life and The Lucy Variations continue to
showcase her talent for storytelling that resonates with young adults and beyond.

Sara Zarr’s ability to tackle difficult subjects while maintaining hope and complexity makes her a
standout voice in contemporary YA literature.

---

Story of a girl by sara zarr remains a poignant, essential read for anyone interested in stories of
resilience and recovery. Through Deanna’s journey, Sara Zarr not only tells a story of pain but also
one of courage and the difficult, beautiful process of finding oneself again.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Story of a Girl' by Sara Zarr?
The main theme of 'Story of a Girl' is dealing with the consequences of past mistakes, the struggle for
personal redemption, and the challenges of coming of age amidst social stigma.

Who is the protagonist in 'Story of a Girl' and what challenges
does she face?
The protagonist is Deanna Lambert, a teenage girl who faces the challenge of overcoming the
judgment and gossip from her community after a sexual incident that changed how people view her.

How does Sara Zarr portray the impact of gossip and
judgment in the novel?
Sara Zarr portrays gossip and judgment as powerful forces that isolate Deanna and shape her self-
image, illustrating how community perceptions can affect a young person's life and relationships.



What role does family play in 'Story of a Girl' by Sara Zarr?
Family plays a crucial role, especially the strained relationship between Deanna and her father, which
reflects themes of forgiveness, understanding, and the complexities within family dynamics.

How does 'Story of a Girl' address the topic of forgiveness?
The novel explores forgiveness both from others and self-forgiveness, showing Deanna's journey to
accept her past and move forward despite the pain and mistakes she has endured.

What is the significance of the title 'Story of a Girl'?
The title emphasizes that the novel is a personal and intimate account of a single girl's experiences,
highlighting her perspective and the unique challenges she faces growing up.

How does Sara Zarr develop Deanna's character throughout
the book?
Sara Zarr develops Deanna's character by showing her growth from a girl burdened by shame and
isolation to someone who begins to reclaim her identity, find strength, and seek new possibilities for
her future.

Additional Resources
Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr: A Deep Dive into Themes, Characterization, and Impact

Story of a girl by Sara Zarr is a compelling young adult novel that explores the complexities of
trauma, identity, and redemption. Since its publication, this work has garnered significant attention
for its raw portrayal of adolescent struggles and the nuanced way it addresses sensitive topics such
as sexual assault, social ostracism, and the challenges of healing. This article aims to provide an
analytical and professional review of "Story of a Girl," examining its thematic depth, character
development, and its place within contemporary young adult literature.

Understanding the Narrative: Plot and Structure

At the core of "Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr" is the story of Deanna Lambert, a 16-year-old girl
grappling with the consequences of a traumatic event that occurred when she was younger. The
narrative unfolds over a summer, a transitional period where Deanna attempts to reclaim her identity
and confront the stigma attached to her past. Zarr’s storytelling is marked by its intimate first-person
perspective, allowing readers to engage deeply with Deanna’s internal conflicts and emotional
landscape.

The novel’s structure is linear yet introspective, interweaving present experiences with reflections on
past events. This approach enhances the reader’s understanding of Deanna’s journey, highlighting
how her past trauma continues to shape her present interactions and self-perception. The pace
balances moments of tension with quieter, contemplative scenes, effectively mirroring the tumultuous



nature of adolescence.

Thematic Exploration: Trauma and Social Stigma

One of the most striking aspects of "Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr" is its unflinching examination of
trauma and the social stigma that often accompanies it. Deanna’s experience with sexual assault is
not just a personal ordeal but a public spectacle within her community, leading to her being unfairly
labeled and marginalized. Zarr delves into the societal tendency to shame victims rather than support
them, a theme that resonates deeply in contemporary discourse on sexual violence.

The novel also explores the theme of identity reconstruction. Deanna's struggle to move beyond the
label assigned to her highlights the difficulty of overcoming past judgments and the challenge of self-
forgiveness. This theme is particularly relevant to young adult readers who may be navigating their
own identities amidst external pressures and internal doubts.

Characterization and Emotional Realism

Sara Zarr’s character development in "Story of a Girl" is nuanced and authentic. Deanna is portrayed
with a complexity that avoids stereotypes often found in young adult fiction. Her flaws, resilience, and
vulnerabilities are presented in a balanced manner, making her a relatable and multi-dimensional
protagonist. Supporting characters, including Deanna’s family and friends, are also crafted with care,
each contributing to the exploration of themes such as familial dynamics, loyalty, and
misunderstanding.

The emotional realism in Zarr’s writing is a significant strength of the novel. Through Deanna’s voice,
readers gain insight into the psychological effects of trauma, including feelings of isolation, anger, and
hope. This emotional depth encourages empathy and provides a platform for discussions around
mental health and recovery.

Comparative Context: Positioning "Story of a Girl" in
Young Adult Literature

When compared to other works in the young adult genre that tackle similar themes, "Story of a Girl by
Sara Zarr" stands out for its mature handling of sensitive subjects without resorting to melodrama or
didacticism. Novels such as Laurie Halse Anderson’s "Speak" share thematic parallels, particularly in
addressing sexual assault and silence, yet Zarr’s approach is distinguished by its focus on the
aftermath and social consequences rather than the event itself.

Moreover, Zarr’s prose style is accessible yet literary, appealing to both teenage readers and adults.
This cross-generational appeal enhances the novel’s impact and contributes to ongoing conversations
about how literature can support trauma-informed education and empathy development.



Pros and Cons: Critical Perspectives

Pros:

Authentic portrayal of a young woman’s emotional journey.

Thoughtful exploration of stigma and social dynamics.

Engaging first-person narrative that fosters deep reader connection.

Relevant themes that encourage critical discussion among young readers.

Cons:

Some readers may find the pacing slow during introspective sections.

The focus on internal conflict might limit appeal for those seeking action-driven plots.

Certain secondary characters could be developed further to enhance narrative richness.

The Impact and Reception of "Story of a Girl"

Since its release, "Story of a Girl by Sara Zarr" has received critical acclaim for its honest and
sensitive treatment of difficult subjects. It has been widely used in educational settings to facilitate
conversations about consent, mental health, and resilience. The novel’s impact extends beyond
entertainment, serving as a resource for empathy-building and awareness.

Readers and critics alike have praised Zarr’s ability to give voice to marginalized perspectives,
particularly those of young women dealing with trauma. The book’s inclusion in various young adult
reading lists and its adaptation into other media formats further attest to its relevance and enduring
appeal.

In addition, "Story of a Girl" contributes to the broader movement within literature toward more
inclusive and truthful representations of adolescent experiences. Its success underscores the
importance of stories that confront uncomfortable realities with compassion and honesty.

Exploring the story of a girl by Sara Zarr reveals a narrative layered with emotional complexity and
social insight. By portraying the challenges of trauma and the quest for self-acceptance, the novel
resonates with readers facing their own struggles and encourages a deeper understanding of the
human condition. This work stands as a significant contribution to young adult literature, inviting
ongoing dialogue about the power of storytelling in healing and growth.



Story Of A Girl By Sara Zarr

  story of a girl by sara zarr: Story of a Girl (National Book Award Finalist) Sara Zarr,
2008-03-01 Now a movie on Lifetime! I was thirteen when my dad caught me with Tommy Webber in
the back of Tommy's Buick, parked next to the old Chart House down in Montara at eleven o'clock
on a Tuesday night. Tommy was seventeen and the supposed friend of my brother, Darren. I didn't
love him. I'm not sure I even liked him. In a moment, Deanna Lambert's teenage life is changed
forever. Struggling to overcome the lasting repercussions and the stifling role of school slut, Deanna
longs to escape a life defined by her past. With subtle grace, complicated wisdom, and striking
emotion, Story of a Girl reminds us of our human capacity for resilience, epiphany, and redemption.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Story of a Girl Sara Zarr, 2008-02-01 After being caught in a
compromising situation with her brother's best friend in the back of a car, Deanna's life is forever
changed as vicious rumors begin to spread all over town and ruin her reputation. Reprint.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: How To Save A Life Sara Zarr, 2012-09-01 Jill's life lost all
meaning when her dad died. Friends, boyfriend, college – nothing matters any more. Then her mom
drops a bombshell: she's going to adopt a baby. Mandy is desperate for her life to change.
Seventeen, pregnant and leaving home, she is sure of only one thing – her baby must never have a
life like hers, whatever it takes. As their worlds change around them, Jill and Mandy must learn both
how to hold on and how to let go, finding that nothing is as easy - or as difficult - as it seems.
Heart-achingly beautiful, moving and funny, How to Save a Life has been named a Publishers Weekly
Best Book of 2011, a School Library Journal Best Book of 2011 and an American Library Assocation
2012 Top Ten Best Fiction for Young Adults. A rich tapestry of love and survival that will resonate
with even the most cynical readers. - Booklist
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Exemplary Instruction in the Middle Grades Diane Lapp, Barbara
Moss, 2012-01-27 Offering fresh alternatives to common instructional practices that fail to get
results, this accessible, highly practical guide highlights ways to motivate middle school students
while enhancing content-area learning. Each chapter features an enlightening case study of a
teacher whose current strategies are not supported by research; describes effective instructional
alternatives, illustrated with concrete examples; and lists online resources and lesson examples.
Emphasis is given to supporting critical engagement with texts and drawing on technology and new
literacies. The book covers specific content areas—including science, social studies, math, and
literature—as well as ways to teach oral literacy and writing across the curriculum.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Integrating Young Adult Literature through the Common Core
Standards Rachel L. Wadham, Jon W. Ostenson, 2013-01-07 This book advocates for a stronger role
for young-adult literature in ELA classrooms, compellingly documenting how this body of work
meets both the needs of adolescent students and the demands of the common core for complex texts
and tasks. Integrating Young Adult Literature through the Common Core Standards provides a
compelling template for teachers that uses young adult literature and inquiry learning to meet
students' needs and the demands of the common core standards. The first part of the book addresses
the widely adopted common core state standards by examining closely the standards' model of text
complexity and demonstrating how young adult literature can fill the requirements of this model.
The second part provides theoretical discussions and analysis of the standards as well as concrete
applications of young adult literature within the classroom in order to give school professionals a
comprehensive understanding of how young adult literature and the standards can work together.
The book empowers schools and teachers to make intelligent, informed decisions about texts and
instructional practices that benefit their students. Finally, the authors explore a powerful teaching
approach that integrates current understandings about learning, young adult literature, and the
common core standards in a way that will facilitate greater learning and understanding in English
classrooms.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Keep Calm and Query On Luke Reynolds, 2012-02-27 [The author]

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/story-of-a-girl-by-sara-zarr.pdf


discusses his journey as a writer with all its bludgeoning defeats and small triumphs. Against the
backdrop of life abroad in York, England, these reflections on living and writing pulse with hope,
wisdom, and conviction ... Luke's journey as a writer is accompanied by 14 interviews he has
conducted with powerful and prolific authors.--Cover.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: How to Save a Life Sara Zarr, 2024-09-24 Jill MacSweeny just
wishes everything could go back to normal. But ever since her dad died, she's been isolating herself
from her boyfriend, her best friends -- everyone who wants to support her. When her mom decides to
adopt a baby, it feels like she's somehow trying to replace a lost family member with a new one.
Mandy Kalinowski understands what it's like to grow up unwanted -- to be raised by a mother who
never intended to have a child. So when Mandy becomes pregnant, one thing she's sure of is that
she wants a better life for her baby. It's harder to be sure of herself. Will she ever find someone to
care for her, too? As their worlds change around them, Jill and Mandy must learn to both let go and
hold on, and that nothing is as easy -- or as difficult -- as it seems.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: The Girl-Positive Library Mary Ann Harlan, 2018-12-07
Providing a model of critique useful in readers advisory, collection development, and book clubs, this
title encourages the inclusion of young adult titles advancing a positive representation of girls in
programming and instruction. Even in an era in which there are multiple and wide-ranging
conversations about representations of diverse groups in literature, the depiction of girls in young
adult literature has received inadequate attention. This text provides a model for understanding how
girls are represented in young adult literature that will aid school and youth services librarians in
their personal understanding and awareness as they build collections and create programming. It
provides practical suggestions for how to use and implement a feminist lens while reading,
discussing, and reviewing titles. Included are a list of recommended annotated titles and discussion
questions for use in developing appropriate instructional and interesting programs that explore
concepts of girlhood, media literacy programs, and diverse collections.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Booklist's 1000 Best Young Adult Books Since 2000 Booklist,
2014-05-15 With the explosion in YA publishing, it’s harder than ever to separate good books from
the rest. Booklist magazine’s editors’ deep and broad knowledge of the landscape offers
indispensable guidance, and here they bring together the very best of the best books for young
adults published since the start of the 21st century.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Whole Novels for the Whole Class Ariel Sacks, 2013-10-21 Work
with students at all levels to help them read novels Whole Novels is a practical, field-tested guide to
implementing a student-centered literature program that promotes critical thinking and literary
understanding through the study of novels with middle school students. Rather than using novels
simply to teach basic literacy skills and comprehension strategies, Whole Novels approaches
literature as art. The book is fully aligned with the Common Core ELA Standards and offers tips for
implementing whole novels in various contexts, including suggestions for teachers interested in
trying out small steps in their classrooms first. Includes a powerful method for teaching literature,
writing, and critical thinking to middle school students Shows how to use the Whole Novels
approach in conjunction with other programs Includes video clips of the author using the techniques
in her own classroom This resource will help teachers work with students of varying abilities in
reading whole novels.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: More Bullies in More Books C.J. Bott, 2009-04-20 Following on
the success of her first book The Bully in the Book and in the Classroom, C. J. Bott has written this
sequel to help those who work with children and young adults become familiar with books that
address the problem of bullying. More Bullies in More Books presents over 350 annotated titles,
from picture books to high school books, dealing with bullying. Chapters address specific bullying
behaviors or problems: name calling, putdowns, and gossip; being new and different; body image;
cliques, groups, and gangs; isms; homophobia; cyberspace; and violence. Each chapter begins with
an introduction that describes the harassment seen most often in each grade level and contains
relevant books at all reading levels. Every entry features an in-depth summary, activities, and quotes



from the book for students to discuss. An important resource about a real and harmful problem, this
book will be of interest to teachers, librarians, counselors, administrators, and parents.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Children's Writers' & Artists' Yearbook 2019 Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2018-07-26 The annual, bestselling guide to all aspects of the media and how to write
and illustrate for children and young adults. Acknowledged by the media industries and authors as
the essential guide to how to get published. The 70+ articles are updated and added to each year.
Together they provide invaluable guidance on subjects such as series fiction, writing historical or
funny books, preparing an illustration portfolio, managing your finances, interpreting publishers'
contracts, self-publishing your work. Foreword by Sarah Crossan, Carnegie Medal winner and
author of One, Breathe, Moonrise (published July 2018) and We Come Apart (with Brian Conaghan)
NEW articles for the 2019 edition include: LGBT+ characters in children's fiction by Lauren James
The hybrid author by Shelli R. Johannes A jobbing writer's lot by Joanna Nadin Adapting children's
books for stage and screen by Emma Reeves Where does your book sit? by Jasmine Richards
Murderous inventions by Robin Stevens The long and winding road to publication by Paul Stewart
Writing picture books by Tessa Strickland The ups and downs of being a writer by Theresa
Tomlinson All of the 2,000 listings of who to contact across the media have been reviewed and
updated. The essential guide for any writer for children.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Writing Great Books for Young Adults Regina L Brooks,
2014-10-07 Break into the Bestselling Young Adult Market with this Indispensable Guide! Whether
you're just getting started or are on the hunt for an agent or publisher, Writing Great Books for
Young Adults is your complete insider source on how to succeed in the flourishing world of YA fiction
and nonfiction. In this updated and revised edition, veteran literary agent ReginaL. Brooks offers
invaluable advice for YA writers on everything from shaping your novel to crafting the perfect pitch
for your book. Learn How To: Develop an authentic, engaging voice and writing style Construct
dynamic plots that will resonate with readers Avoid common pitfalls related to tone and point of view
Navigate the emerging genres of YA nonfiction and New Adult Create an exceptional query letter
and proposal that will grab the attention of agents and publishers You'll also discover how successful
film adaptations like Harry Potter and The Hunger Games have broadened the market for your book.
Filled with tips and advice from agents, editors, and popular YA authors, Writing Great Books for
Young Adults is your ticket to an incredible YA career! Brooks offers writers who are serious about
attracting teen readers solid guidance through the creation process of writing YA fiction.—Library
Journal
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Sweethearts Sara Zarr, 2008-02-01 As children, Jennifer Harris
and Cameron Quick were both social outcasts. They were also one another's only friend. So when
Cameron disappears without warning, Jennifer thinks she's lost the only person who will ever
understand her. Now in high school, Jennifer has been transformed. Known as Jenna, she's popular,
happy, and dating, everything Jennifer couldn't be -- but she still can't shake the memory of her
long-lost friend. When Cameron suddenly reappears, they are both confronted with memories of
their shared past and the drastically different paths their lives have taken. From National Book
Award finalist Sara Zarr, Sweethearts is a story about the power of memory, the bond of friendship,
and the quiet resilience of our childhood hearts.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Reading Like a Girl Sara K. Day, 2013-06-03 By examining the
novels of critically and commercially successful authors such as Sarah Dessen (Someone Like You),
Stephenie Meyer (the Twilight series), and Laurie Halse Anderson (Speak), Reading Like a Girl:
Narrative Intimacy in Contemporary American Young Adult Literature explores the use of narrative
intimacy as a means of reflecting and reinforcing larger, often contradictory, cultural expectations
regarding adolescent women, interpersonal relationships, and intimacy. Reading Like a Girl explains
the construction of narrator-reader relationships in recent American novels written about adolescent
women and marketed to adolescent women. Sara K. Day explains, though, that such levels of
imagined friendship lead to contradictory cultural expectations for the young women so deeply
obsessed with reading these novels. Day coins the term “narrative intimacy” to refer to the implicit



relationship between narrator and reader that depends on an imaginary disclosure and trust
between the story's narrator and the reader. Through critical examination, the inherent
contradictions between this enclosed, imagined relationship and the real expectations for adolescent
women's relations prove to be problematic. In many novels for young women, adolescent female
narrators construct conceptions of the adolescent woman reader, constructions that allow the
narrator to understand the reader as a confidant, a safe and appropriate location for disclosure. At
the same time, such novels offer frequent warnings against the sort of unfettered confession the
narrators perform. Friendships are marked as potential sites of betrayal and rejection. Romantic
relationships are presented as inherently threatening to physical and emotional health. And so, the
narrator turns to the reader for an ally who cannot judge. The reader, in turn, may come to depend
upon narrative intimacy in order to vicariously explore her own understanding of human expression
and bonds.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Jesus Girls Hannah Faith Notess, 2009-09-01 Evangelicals are
supposed to be experts at telling their story. From an early age you are expected to have a
testimony, a story of how God saved you from a life of sin and sadness and gave you a new life of joy
and gladness. What happens if you don't have such a testimony? What if your story just doesn't fit
the before-and-after mold? What are you supposed to do if your voice is not one usually heard? In
these offbeat, witty, and often bittersweet essays, up-and-coming writers tell the truth about
growing up female and evangelical. Whether they stayed in the church or not, evangelicalism has
shaped their spiritual lives. Eschewing evangelical cliches, idyllic depictions of Christian upbringing,
and pat formulas of sinner-to-saint transformation, these writers reflect frankly on childhoods filled
with flannel board Jesuses, Christian rap music, and Bible memorization competitions. Along the way
they find insight in the strangest places--the community swimming pool, Casey Kasem's American
Top 40, and an Indian mosque. Together this collection of essays provides a vivid and diverse
portrait of life in the evangelical church, warts and all. List of Contributors: Jessica Belt Paula Carter
Kirsten Cruzen Anne Dayton Kimberly B. George Carla-Elaine Johnson Megan Kirschner Anastasia
McAteer Melanie Springer Mock Audrey Molina Victoria Moon Shauna Niequist Hannah Faith
Notess Andrea Palpant Dilley Angie Romines Andrea Saylor Nicole Sheets Shari MacDonald Strong
Stephanie Tombari Heather Baker Utley Jessie van Eerden Sara Zarr
  story of a girl by sara zarr: A Light So Lovely Sarah Arthur, 2018-08-07 Madeleine L'Engle's
A Wrinkle in Time has captured the imagination of millions - from literary sensation to timeless
classic and now a major motion picture starring Oprah Winfrey, Reese Witherspoon, Storm Reid, and
Mindy Kaling. A Light So Lovely tells the story of the woman at the center of it all - her imagination,
her faith, her pattern of defying categories, and what readers today can learn from her legacy.
Bestselling and beloved author Madeleine L'Engle, Newbery winner for A Wrinkle in Time, was
known the world round for her imaginative spirit and stories. She was also known to spark
controversy - too Christian for some, too unorthodox for others. Somewhere in the middle was a
complex woman whose embrace of paradox has much to say to a new generation of readers today. A
Light So Lovely paints a vivid portrait of this enigmatic icon's spiritual legacy, starting with her
inner world and expanding into fresh reflections of her writing for readers today. Listen in on
intimate interviews with L'Engle's literary contemporaries such as Philip Yancey and Luci Shaw,
L'Engle's granddaughter Charlotte Jones Voiklis, and influential fans such as Makoto Fujimura, Nikki
Grimes, and Sarah Bessey, as they reveal new layers to the woman behind the stories we know and
love. A vibrant, imaginative read, this book pulls back the curtain to illuminate L'Engle's creative
journey, her persevering faith, and the inspiring, often unexpected ways these two forces converged.
For anyone earnestly searching the space between sacred and secular, miracle and science, faith
and art, come and find a kindred spirit and trusted guide in Madeleine - the Mrs Whatsit to our Meg
Murry - as she sparks our imagination anew.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: Break These Rules Luke Reynolds, 2013-09-01 If you're a girl,
you should strive to look like the model on the cover of a magazine. If you're a boy, you should play
sports and be good at them. If you're smart, you should immediately go to college after high school,



and get a job that makes you rich. Above all, be normal. Right? Wrong, say 35 leading middle grade
and young adult authors. Growing up is challenging enough; it doesn't have to be complicated by
convoluted, outdated, or even cruel rules, both spoken and unspoken. Parents, peers, teachers, the
media, and the rest of society sometimes have impossible expectations of teenagers. These
restrictions can limit creativity, break spirits, and demand that teens sacrifice personality for
popularity. In these personal, funny, moving, and poignant essays, Kathryn Erskine (Mockingbird),
Matthew Quick (The Silver Linings Playbook), Gary D. Schmidt (The Wednesday Wars), Sara Zarr
(Story of a Girl), and many others share anecdotes and lessons learned from their own lives in order
to show you that some rules just beg to be broken.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for Teens Nancy J. Keane,
2012-03-14 Building on the author's work in The Big Book of Teen Reading Lists, this book provides
101 new and revised reading lists created in consultation with teachers and public librarians—an
invaluable resource for any educator who plans activities for children that involve using literature.
Nancy J. Keane is the author of the award-winning website Booktalks—Quick and Simple
(nancykeane.com/booktalks), as well as the creator of the open collaboration wiki ATN Book Lists.
With her latest book, 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for Teens, she provides another
indispensable resource for librarians and teachers. The lists in this book are the result of careful
consultation with teachers and public librarians, and from discussions on professional email lists.
These indispensable lists can be utilized in many ways—for example, as handouts to teachers as
suggested reading, to create book displays, or as display posters in the library. This collection will
facilitate the creation of valuable reading lists to support the extended reading demands of today's
teens.
  story of a girl by sara zarr: The Sky Is Everywhere (Movie Tie-In) Jandy Nelson,
2022-03-15 Jandy Nelson's beloved, critically adored debut is now an Apple TV+ and A24 original
film starring Jason Segel, Cherry Jones, Grace Kaufman, and Jacques Colimon. “Both a profound
meditation on loss and grieving and an exhilarating and very sexy romance. —NPR Adrift after her
sister Bailey’s sudden death, Lennie finds herself torn between quiet, seductive Toby—Bailey’s
boyfriend who shares Lennie's grief—and Joe, the new boy in town who bursts with life and musical
genius. Each offers Lennie something she desperately needs. One boy helps her remember. The
other lets her forget. And she knows if the two of them collide, her whole world will explode. As
much a laugh-out-loud celebration of love as a nuanced and poignant portrait of loss, Lennie's
struggle to sort her own melody out of the noise around her makes for an always honest, often
uproarious, and absolutely unforgettable read.
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