shirley hazzard the transit of venus

**Shirley Hazzard The Transit of Venus: A Masterpiece of Literary Elegance and Emotional Depth**

shirley hazzard the transit of venus is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a novel of
exquisite craftsmanship and profound emotional resonance. Shirley Hazzard’'s 1980 book, *The
Transit of Venus*, stands as a testament to her remarkable talent for weaving intricate narratives that
explore love, loss, and the elusive nature of human connection. As one of the most celebrated works
of 20th-century literature, it continues to captivate readers with its richly drawn characters and
elegant prose.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the essence of *The Transit of Venus*, exploring its themes,
characters, and literary significance. Whether you're new to Shirley Hazzard’s work or revisiting this
classic novel, this detailed exploration will offer fresh insights and appreciation for her unique
storytelling style.

Understanding Shirley Hazzard and Her Literary World

Before delving into *The Transit of Venus*, it’s helpful to understand Shirley Hazzard herself. An
Australian-born author, Hazzard’s career spanned decades, during which she gained acclaim for her
novels, short stories, and essays. Her writing is often noted for its precision, lyrical beauty, and the
way it captures the complexity of human relationships with subtlety and grace.

Hazzard’s experiences living abroad—in places such as Hong Kong, New York, and Italy—also
enriched her narratives, providing a cosmopolitan backdrop that colors her fiction with a sense of
place and cultural nuance. This worldly perspective is especially evident in *The Transit of Venus*,
which moves fluidly between continents and social milieus.

The Transit of Venus: An Overview

At its core, *The Transit of Venus* is a story about two Australian sisters, Caroline and Grace Bell, who
are sent to England in the aftermath of World War Il. The novel explores their journey through love,
ambition, and the search for identity against the backdrop of postwar Europe’s shifting social
landscape.

Hazzard’s novel is not a conventional romance or a simple coming-of-age story. It is a complex,
layered narrative that examines the tensions between personal desires and societal expectations. The

title itself, metaphorically referencing the rare astronomical event of the transit of Venus across the
sun, symbolizes fleeting moments of clarity and revelation in the characters’ lives.

Thematic Depth in The Transit of Venus

One of the reasons *The Transit of Venus* remains a beloved work is its exploration of timeless



themes:

- **Love and Longing:** The novel delicately portrays the nuances of love—its joys, frustrations, and
inevitable heartbreaks. Hazzard'’s characters often find themselves caught between passion and
restraint.

- **The Passage of Time:** Much like the astronomical event in the title, moments of significance in
the novel are rare and fleeting. The characters grapple with missed opportunities and the inevitability
of change.

- *¥|dentity and Displacement:** The sisters’ relocation from Australia to England highlights themes of
belonging and alienation, as they navigate unfamiliar social hierarchies and cultural expectations.

- **Class and Society:** Hazzard subtly critiques the class structures of postwar Britain, showing how
they influence relationships and personal ambitions.

Characters That Resonate: Caroline and Grace Bell

The heart of *The Transit of Venus* lies in its characters, particularly the two sisters whose lives the
novel chronicles.

Caroline Bell: The Idealist

Caroline is portrayed as idealistic and passionate, with a deep yearning for love and meaning.
Throughout the novel, her character embodies the tension between hope and disillusionment, as she
confronts the realities of life and relationships. Her emotional depth and vulnerability make her a
compelling figure, whose struggles feel both personal and universal.

Grace Bell: The Pragmatist

In contrast, Grace is more pragmatic and controlled, representing a different approach to navigating
the world. Her decisions often reflect a desire for security and stability, which sometimes puts her at
odds with Caroline’s more romantic notions. The dynamic between the sisters adds richness to the
narrative, highlighting different responses to the same challenges.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique in The Transit
of Venus

Shirley Hazzard’s prose in *The Transit of Venus* is often described as elegant and precise. Her
writing style combines poetic imagery with a clear, unadorned narrative voice that allows the
emotional weight of the story to shine through without melodrama.

Hazzard carefully balances detailed descriptions of setting with introspective passages that reveal the
inner lives of her characters. This creates a rhythm that is both contemplative and immersive,
drawing readers deeply into the story’s emotional landscape.



Symbolism and Metaphor

The novel’s title is a powerful metaphor that recurs throughout the story. The transit of Venus, a rare
celestial event, serves as a symbol of the transient, often elusive nature of happiness and
understanding in human life. Hazzard uses this image to underscore the fleeting moments when
characters gain insight or experience profound change.

Dialogue and Interaction

Another notable feature of the novel is its naturalistic dialogue. The conversations between characters
are rendered with subtlety, revealing underlying tensions and unspoken emotions. This approach
makes the interpersonal relationships feel authentic and deeply relatable.

Why The Transit of Venus Continues to Matter

More than four decades after its publication, *The Transit of Venus* remains relevant and widely read.
Its exploration of universal themes such as love, loss, and identity resonates with readers across
generations. Shirley Hazzard’s ability to capture the complexity of human emotions without resorting
to clichés or sentimentality gives the novel a timeless quality.

Furthermore, the book’s nuanced portrayal of postwar society offers valuable historical insight,

enriching readers’ understanding of the era’s social dynamics. For those interested in literary fiction
that combines emotional depth with intellectual rigor, *The Transit of Venus* is an essential read.

Impact on Contemporary Literature

Hazzard’s novel has influenced many contemporary writers who admire her precision and emotional
honesty. It also challenges readers to consider the ways in which personal history and social context
shape individual destinies. The novel’s subtle critique of societal norms continues to inspire
discussions about class, gender, and the pursuit of happiness.

Tips for Reading Shirley Hazzard’s The Transit of Venus

If you're planning to read *The Transit of Venus*, here are some tips to enhance your experience:
» Take your time: Hazzard’s prose is rich and layered; savoring her sentences will deepen your
appreciation.

* Pay attention to setting: The novel’s locations are not just backdrops but integral to the
mood and themes.



* Reflect on the characters’ choices: Consider how their decisions are influenced by the
historical and social context.

* Explore the symbolism: The astronomical references add another layer of meaning to the
story.

Engaging with the text thoughtfully can turn reading into a rewarding journey of discovery.

Exploring Shirley Hazzard’'s Legacy Through The
Transit of Venus

Shirley Hazzard'’s *The Transit of Venus* is more than a novel; it is a profound meditation on what it
means to live and love in a complex world. Her legacy as a writer is marked by an unwavering
commitment to literary excellence and emotional truth, qualities that shine brightly in this work.

For readers and scholars alike, the novel offers endless opportunities for analysis and enjoyment. Its
rich characterizations, elegant style, and thematic depth make it a cornerstone of modern literature
and a shining example of what fiction can achieve.

Whether you are drawn to literary fiction for its beauty, intellectual stimulation, or emotional insight,
*The Transit of Venus* by Shirley Hazzard is a remarkable book that rewards thoughtful reading and
reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Shirley Hazzard's 'The Transit of
Venus'?

The central theme of 'The Transit of Venus' is the exploration of love, loss, and the passage of time,
focusing on the complex relationships and personal ambitions of its characters.

Who are the main characters in ‘'The Transit of Venus' by
Shirley Hazzard?

The main characters are Caroline Bell and her sister Grace Bell, who navigate their lives and
relationships in post-World War Il England and Australia.

How does Shirley Hazzard incorporate the metaphor of the
transit of Venus in her novel?

The transit of Venus, a rare astronomical event, serves as a metaphor for fleeting moments of beauty
and clarity in life, paralleling the characters' brief but impactful experiences.



What is Shirley Hazzard's writing style like in 'The Transit of
Venus'?

Hazzard's writing style is elegant, precise, and lyrical, with a focus on detailed character development
and vivid descriptions that evoke emotional depth.

How has 'The Transit of Venus' been received by critics and
readers?

The novel has been widely acclaimed for its literary merit, emotional complexity, and insightful
portrayal of human relationships, often praised as one of Hazzard's finest works.

In what ways does 'The Transit of Venus' reflect post-war
societal changes?

The novel reflects post-war societal changes through its depiction of shifting social norms, gender
roles, and the characters' struggles with identity and purpose in a changing world.

Additional Resources

**Shirley Hazzard’s The Transit of Venus: An Enduring Exploration of Human Connection and
Displacement**

shirley hazzard the transit of venus stands as a seminal work in contemporary literature,
acclaimed for its intricate portrayal of post-war disillusionment, emotional restraint, and the
complexities of human relationships. Since its publication in 1980, this novel has garnered critical
praise for its lyrical prose and subtle narrative, positioning Hazzard as one of the most distinctive
voices in Australian and international letters. Delving into themes of love, loss, and the existential
search for meaning, *The Transit of Venus* remains a compelling study of the human condition, set
against the backdrop of a shifting geopolitical landscape.

The Context and Significance of *The Transit of Venus*

Shirley Hazzard's novel is often described as a poignant meditation on displacement and identity,
themes that resonate deeply in the aftermath of World War Il. The story follows two Australian sisters,
Caroline and Grace Bell, as they navigate the opportunities and challenges presented by their
expatriate lives in England and Europe. The novel's title itself, referencing the rare astronomical event
of the transit of Venus, metaphorically underscores moments of rare clarity and insight within the
characters' turbulent emotional journeys.

Hazzard’s writing style is noted for its precision and economy, eschewing overt sentimentality in favor
of nuanced character development and atmospheric detail. This approach invites readers to engage
actively with the text, piecing together emotional truths that lie beneath the surface. The novel's
exploration of the consequences of war and the fraught nature of personal ambition distinguishes it
within the canon of post-war literature.



In-depth Analysis: Themes and Narrative Structure

#### Post-war Disillusionment and Expatriate Experience

One of the central themes in *The Transit of Venus* is the experience of displacement and
uncertainty confronting individuals in the post-war world. Hazzard intricately portrays her
protagonists’ struggle to find footing in a Europe that is both physically and morally scarred. The
expatriate condition is rendered with acute sensitivity, capturing the tension between longing for
home and the desire to carve out new identities abroad.

The Bell sisters embody contrasting responses to this environment: Caroline’s pragmatic and
somewhat guarded demeanor contrasts with Grace’s idealistic and impulsive nature. Through their
diverging paths, Hazzard probes issues of survival, integrity, and the pursuit of happiness in a
fractured world.

#### The Complexity of Human Relationships

At its heart, *The Transit of Venus* is a deeply intimate novel about the myriad forms of love and
connection. Hazzard’s portrayal of romantic and familial relationships is marked by restraint and
complexity, often revealing the unspoken sacrifices and compromises inherent in such bonds. The
novel challenges simplistic notions of love, instead presenting it as a multifaceted experience shaped
by societal expectations, personal desires, and historical forces.

The nuanced depiction of the sisters’ relationship is particularly noteworthy. Their dynamic
encompasses both solidarity and rivalry, affection and misunderstanding, capturing the ambivalence
often present in sibling bonds. Through this lens, Hazzard explores how personal histories and
external circumstances shape emotional intimacy.

###+# Narrative Technique and Prose Style

Hazzard’s narrative technique is characterized by a meticulous attention to detail and an elegant,
pared-down prose style. The pacing of the novel is deliberate, allowing for moments of quiet reflection
and subtle revelation. This stylistic choice enhances the thematic depth, as readers are invited to
savor the emotional undercurrents and moral ambiguities.

The novel’s structure, which interweaves past and present events, enriches the storytelling by
gradually unveiling character motivations and backstories. This layered approach creates a resonant
and immersive reading experience that rewards attentive engagement.

Shirley Hazzard’s Place in Literary History

*The Transit of Venus* solidified Shirley Hazzard's reputation as a writer of exceptional insight and
literary craftsmanship. Often compared to the works of Graham Greene and Henry James, Hazzard's
novel distinguishes itself through its unique perspective on female experience and expatriate life. The
book received numerous accolades, including the National Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, and it
continues to be studied for its artistic and thematic contributions.

In terms of influence, Hazzard's work has inspired subsequent generations of writers interested in



exploring the intersections of personal and political histories. The novel’s exploration of displacement
and identity remains relevant in today’s globalized world, making it a frequent subject of academic
inquiry and literary discussion.

Key Features and Impact of *The Transit of Venus*

e Exploration of Post-War Context: The novel offers a richly textured depiction of post-World
War Il Europe, capturing the socio-political anxieties and cultural shifts of the era.

¢ Character-Driven Narrative: Deep psychological insight into the protagonists’ inner lives
drives the story, emphasizing emotional complexity over plot-driven action.

* Elegant Prose Style: Hazzard’s precise and evocative language enhances the novel’s
contemplative mood and thematic resonance.

e Enduring Themes: Love, displacement, ambition, and moral ambiguity are examined with
subtlety and depth.

e Critical Acclaim: The novel’s reception underscores its status as a modern classic, frequently
cited in literary criticism and scholarly studies.

Comparative Perspectives: *The Transit of Venus* in Relation
to Contemporary Works

When placed alongside other post-war novels, *The Transit of Venus* reveals both shared concerns
and distinctive qualities. For instance, while authors like Elizabeth Bowen and Pat Barker also explore
the psychological aftermath of war, Hazzard’s focus on expatriate Australians in Europe introduces a
unique cross-cultural dimension. Moreover, Hazzard's restrained narrative approach contrasts with
the more overtly dramatic styles of her contemporaries, favoring subtle emotional revelation over
melodrama.

Additionally, the novel’s treatment of female protagonists navigating societal constraints parallels
themes found in Virginia Woolf's and Jean Rhys’s works, though Hazzard's prose remains distinctively
spare and formal. This comparative lens highlights the novel’s place within a broader literary tradition
concerned with gender, identity, and historical change.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its critical success, *The Transit of Venus* has faced some critiques, particularly regarding its
pacing and emotional restraint. Some readers find the novel’s deliberate tempo and understated style
demanding, potentially limiting its accessibility to a broader audience. The subtlety that many praise
can also be perceived as aloofness or emotional distance.



Furthermore, the novel's focus on a relatively privileged expatriate milieu has been viewed by some
critics as limiting its social scope. However, these critiques often acknowledge that such narrative
choices are integral to Hazzard's artistic vision and thematic intent.

The Legacy of Shirley Hazzard and *The Transit of Venus*

More than four decades after its initial release, *The Transit of Venus* continues to captivate readers
and scholars alike. Shirley Hazzard’'s meticulous craftsmanship and profound empathy ensure that the
novel remains a touchstone for discussions on expatriate literature, post-war trauma, and the
intricacies of human relationships. Its enduring relevance is a testament to Hazzard’s skill in capturing
universal truths through the lens of individual experience.

The novel also serves as a gateway to understanding the broader cultural and historical forces that
shaped the twentieth century, making it a valuable resource for literary historians and enthusiasts. As
contemporary readers grapple with themes of dislocation and identity in an increasingly
interconnected world, *The Transit of Venus* offers a timeless reflection on the challenges and
possibilities of human connection.

In sum, Shirley Hazzard’s *The Transit of Venus* stands as a masterful exploration of the delicate
interplay between personal desire and historical circumstance. Its subtle narrative, richly drawn
characters, and evocative prose continue to secure its place as a landmark achievement in modern
literature.

Shirley Hazzard The Transit Of Venus

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: The Transit of Venus Shirley Hazzard, 2021-03-09 The
award-winning, New York Times bestselling literary masterpiece of Shirley Hazzard—the story of
two beautiful orphan sisters whose fates are as moving and wonderful, and yet as predestined, as
the transits of the planets themselves A Penguin Classic Considered one of the great
English-language novels of the twentieth century (The Paris Review), The Transit of Venus follows
Caroline and Grace Bell as they leave Australia to begin a new life in post-war England. From
Sydney to London, New York, and Stockholm, and from the 1950s to the 1980s, the two sisters
experience seduction and abandonment, marriage and widowhood, love and betrayal. With exquisite,
breathtaking prose, Australian novelist Shirley Hazzard tells the story of the displacements and
absurdities of modern life. The result is at once an intricately plotted Greek tragedy, a sweeping
family saga, and a desperate love story.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: The Transit of Venus by Shirley Hazzard Betty Moore,
1984

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: The Transit of Venus Shirley Hazzard, 2026-01-15 'A
wonderfully mysterious book . . . unforgettably rich' ANNE TYLER Caro, gallant and adventurous, is
one of two Australian sisters who have come to post-war England to seek their fortunes. Courted
long and hopelessly by young scientist, Ted Tice, she is to find that love brings passion, sorrow,
betrayal and finally hope. The milder Grace seeks fulfilment in an apparently happy marriage. But as
the decades pass and the characters weave in and out of each other's lives, love, death and two
slow-burning secrets wait in ambush for them. From the Orange Prize shortlisted author of THE
GREAT FIRE


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/shirley-hazzard-the-transit-of-venus.pdf

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: The Transit of Venus Shirley Hazzard, 1995-10

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Portraits of Women in International Law Immi
Tallgren, 2023-04-15 Current histories seem to suggest that men alone have been capable of the
development of ideas, analysis, and practice of international law until the 1990s. Is this the case? Or
have others been erased from the collective images of this history, including the portrait gallery of
notables in international law? Portraits of Women in International Law: New Names and Forgotten
Faces? investigates the slow and late inclusion of women in the spheres of knowledge and power in
international law. The forty-two textual and visual representations by a diverse team of passionate
portraitists represent women and gender non-conforming people in international law from the
fourteenth century onwards around the world: individuals and groups who imagined, developed, or
contested international law; who earned their living in its institutions; or who, even indirectly, may
have changed its course. This rich volume calls for a critical identification of the formal and informal
institutional practices, norms, and rituals of (white) masculinities, both in the past and in the
research of international law today. By abandoning reductive histories, their biased frames, and tacit
assumptions, this work brings previously unseen glimpses of international law and its agents, ideas,
causes, behaviour, norms, and social practices into the spotlight.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys
American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of
American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful
and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of
American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary
movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political
contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native
American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material
provides indispensable information for student research.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Australian Writers, 1950-1975 Selina Samuels, 2004
Gives a picture of Australian literary production in the period from the accession of Robert Menzies
through the dreary 1950s and the upsurge of the 1960s, to the years of Gough Whitlam and his
removal from office with Kerr's coup.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: The Cambridge History of the Australian Novel
David Carter, 2023-07-27 The Cambridge History of the Australian Novel is an authoritative volume
on the Australian novel by more than forty experts in the field of Australian literary studies, drawn
from within Australia and abroad. Essays cover a wide range of types of novel writing and publishing
from the earliest colonial period through to the present day. The international dimensions of
publishing Australian fiction are also considered as are the changing contours of criticism of the
novel in Australia. Chapters examine colonial fiction, women's writing, Indigenous novels, popular
genre fiction, historical fiction, political novels, and challenging novels on identity and belonging
from recent decades, not least the major rise of Indigenous novel writing. Essays focus on specific
periods of major change in Australian history or range broadly across themes and issues that have
influenced fiction across many years and in many parts of the country.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Seven Pleasures Willard Spiegelman, 2009-04-27 What
does it mean to be happy? Americans have had an obsession with the pursuit of happiness ever since
the Founding Fathers enshrined it—along with life and liberty—as our national birthright. Whether it
means the accumulation of wealth or a more vaguely understood notion of self-fulfillment or
self-actualization, happiness has been an inevitable, though elusive, goal. But it is hard to separate




real happiness from the banal self-help version that embraces mindless positive thinking. And
though we have two booming happiness industries—religion, with its promise of salvation, and
psychopharmacology, with its promise of better living through chemistry—each comes with its own
problems and complications. In Seven Pleasures, Willard Spiegelman takes a look at the possibilities
for achieving ordinary secular happiness without recourse to either religion or drugs. In this erudite
and frequently hilarious book of essays, he discusses seven activities that lead naturally and easily to
a sense of well-being. One of these—dancing—requires a partner, and therefore provides a lesson in
civility, or good citizenship, as one of its benefits. The other six—reading, walking, looking, listening,
swimming, and writing—are things one performs alone. Seven Pleasures is a marvelously engaging
guide to the pursuit of happiness, and all its accompanying delights.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Outback and Out West Tom Lynch, 2022-11 Outback and
Out West examines the ecological consequences of a settler-colonial imaginary by comparing
expressions of settler colonialism in the literature of the American West and Australian Outback.
Tom Lynch traces exogenous domination in both regions, which resulted in many similar means of
settlement, including pastoralism, homestead acts, afforestation efforts, and bioregional efforts at
“belonging.” Lynch pairs the two nations’ texts to show how an analysis at the intersection of
ecocriticism and settler colonialism requires a new canon that is responsive to the social, cultural,
and ecological difficulties created by settlement in the West and Outback. Outback and Out West
draws out the regional Anthropocene dimensions of settler colonialism, considering such pressing
environmental problems as habitat loss, groundwater depletion, and mass extinctions. Lynch studies
the implications of our settlement heritage on history, art, and the environment through the
cross-national comparison of spaces. He asserts that bringing an ecocritical awareness to
settler-colonial theory is essential for reconciliation with dispossessed Indigenous populations as
well as reparations for ecological damages as we work to decolonize engagement with and literature
about these places.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Antipodean America Paul Giles, 2013-12-11 Although
North America and Australasia occupy opposite ends of the earth, they have never been that far
from each other conceptually. The United States and Australia both began as British colonies and
mutual entanglements continue today, when contemporary cultures of globalization have brought
them more closely into juxtaposition. Taking this transpacific kinship as his focus, Paul Giles
presents a sweeping study that spans two continents and over three hundred years of literary history
to consider the impact of Australia and New Zealand on the formation of U.S. literature. Early
American writers such as Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Joel Barlow and Charles Brockden
Brown found the idea of antipodes to be a creative resource, but also an alarming reminder of Great
Britain's increasing sway in the Pacific. The southern seas served as inspiration for narratives by
Washington Irving, Edgar Allan Poe, and Herman Melville. For African Americans such as Harriet
Jacobs, Australia represented a haven from slavery during the gold rush era, while for E.D.E.N.
Southworth its convict legacy offered an alternative perspective on the British class system. In the
1890s, Henry Adams and Mark Twain both came to Australasia to address questions of imperial
rivalry and aesthetic topsy-turvyness. The second half of this study considers how Australia's
political unification through Federation in 1901 significantly altered its relationship to the United
States. New modes of transport and communication drew American visitors, including novelist Jack
London. At the same time, Americans associated Australia and New Zealand with various kinds of
utopian social reform, particularly in relation to gender politics, a theme Giles explores in William
Dean Howells, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Miles Franklin. He also considers how American
modernism in New York was inflected by the Australasian perspectives of Lola Ridge and Christina
Stead, and how Australian modernism was in turn shaped by American styles of iconoclasm. After
World War II, Giles examines how the poetry of Karl Shapiro, Louis Simpson, Yusef Komunyakaa,
and others was influenced by their direct experience of Australia. He then shifts to post-1945 fiction,
where the focus extends from Irish-American cultural politics (Raymond Chandler, Thomas Keneally)
to the paradoxes of exile (Shirley Hazzard, Peter Carey) and the structural inversions of



postmodernism and posthumanism (Salman Rushdie, Donna Haraway). Ranging from figures like
John Ledyard to John Ashbery, from Emily Dickinson to Patricia Piccinini and J. M. Coetzee,
Antipodean America is a truly epic work of transnational literary history.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Architecture of the Novel Jane Vandenburgh,
2010-08-17 Jane Vandenburgh, the author of two highly acclaimed novels and a recent memoir,
offers aspiring writers the tools to create powerful and unique novels filled not only with good
writing but also dynamic storytelling. Architecture of the Novel is an ambitious blueprint for writers,
one that reveals the underlying machinery that propels a plot that is dynamic, coherent, and
interesting. Architecture of the Novel derives from the many years Vandenburgh has spent teaching
the craft of fiction writing. Her method points to the elemental nature of narrative: A story consists
of its events, which are told in scenes. These scenes naturally place themselves along the arc of the
story in an order that provides suspense and mystery, drawing characters toward the inevitability of
their fictive destinies. Profoundly practical yet encouraging to writers at all levels, Architecture of
the Novel offers the maps and mechanics to successfully guide writers toward the story that must be
told.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Coming into the End Zone Doris Grumbach,
2014-12-02 A New York Times Notable Book: One woman'’s search for the value of a long life With
the advent of her seventieth birthday, many changes have beset Doris Grumbach: the rapidly
accelerating speed of the world around her, the premature deaths of her younger friends, her own
increasing infirmities, and her move from cosmopolitan Washington, DC, to the calm of the Maine
coast. Coming into the End Zone is an account of everything Grumbach observes over the course of
a year. Astute observations and vivid memories of quotidian events pepper her story, which
surprises even her with its fullness and vigor. Coming into the End Zone captures the days of a
woman entering a new stage of life with humanity and abiding hope.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms Judith Siefring,
2005-11-10 Did you know that 'flavour of the month' originated in a marketing campaign in
American ice-cream parlours in the 1940s, when a particular flavour would be specially promoted for
a month at a time? And did you know that 'off the cuff' refers to the rather messy practice of writing
impromptu notes on one's shirt cuff before speaking in public? These and many more idioms are
explained and put into context in this second edition of the Oxford Dictionary of Idioms. This vastly
entertaining dictionary takes a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English
such a rich and intriguing language. A major new edition, it contains entries for over 5000 idioms,
including 350 new entries and over 500 new quotations. The text has been updated to include many
new idioms using the findings of the Oxford English Reading Programme, the biggest language
research programme in the world. The entries are supported by a wealth of illustrative quotations
from a wide range of sources and periods. For example: 'Rowling has not been asleep at the wheel in
the three years since the last Potter novel, and [ am pleased to report that she has not confused
sheer length with inspiration.' - Guardian, 2003. 'I made the speech of a lifetime. I had them tearing
up the seats and rolling in the aisles.' - P.G. Woodhouse, 1940. Many entries include boxed features
which give more detailed background on the idiom in question. For example, did you know that
'taken aback' was adopted from nautical terminology, and described a ship unable to move forward
because of a strong headwind pressing its sails back against the mast? The text has been entirely
redesigned so that it is both elegant and easy to use. Anyone interested in the quirky side of the
English language will have hours of fun browsing through this fascinating and informative volume.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Suburban Space, the Novel and Australian Modernity
Brigid Rooney, 2018-11-15 ‘Suburban Space, the Novel and Australian Modernity’ investigates the
interaction between suburbs and suburbia in a century-long series of Australian novels. It puts the
often trenchantly anti-suburban rhetoric of fiction in dialogue with its evocative and imaginative
rendering of suburban place and time. ‘Suburban Space, the Novel and Australian Modernity’
rethinks existing cultural debates about suburbia - in Australia and elsewhere - by putting novelistic
representations of ‘suburbs’ (suburban interiors, homes, streets, forms and lives over time) in



dialogue with the often negative idea of ‘suburbia’ in fiction as an amnesic and conformist cultural
wasteland. ‘Suburban space, the novel and Australian modernity’ shows, in other words, how
Australian novels dramatize the collision between the sensory terrain of the remembered suburb and
the cultural critique of suburbia. It is through such contradictions that novels create resonant
mental maps of place and time. Australian novels are a prism through which suburbs - as sites of
everyday colonization, defined by successive waves of urban development - are able to be glimpsed
sidelong.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Book Lust Journal , 2005-01-01

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Subverting the Empire Paul Genoni, 2004 This paper
examines the way in which contemporary Australian novelists use various tropes derived from
exploration in order to embellish themes of personal search in their fiction. By doing so they have
borrowed from the language and myths created by what was essentially an exercise in imperialism,
and applied them to the quest by individuals in the settler society to find a permanent spiritual home
in the new country. The exploration imagery proves to be apposite, in that just as the empire's hopes
were dashed when exploration of the inland was repelled by the barren heart of the continent, so too
has the metaphysical exploration of the same spaces foundered on uncompromising and withholding
landscapes.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Late Work Joan Frank, 2022-10-15 Curious, ruminative,
and wry, this literary autobiography tours what Rachel Kushner called “the strange remove that is
the life of the writer.” Frank’s essays cover a vast spectrum—from handling dismissive advice, facing
the dilemma of thwarted ambition, and copying the generosity that inspires us, to the miraculous
catharsis of letter-writing and some of the books that pull us through. Useful for writers at any stage
of development, Late Work offers a seasoned artist’s thinking through the exploration of issues,
paradoxes, and crises of faith. Like a lively conversation with a close, outspoken friend, each piece
tells its experience from the trenches.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: My Ideal Bookshelf Thessaly La Force, 2012-11-13 The
books that we choose to keep -- let alone read -- can say a lot about who we are and how we see
ourselves. In My Ideal Bookshelf, dozens of leading cultural figures share the books that matter to
them most; books that define their dreams and ambitions and in many cases helped them find their
way in the world. Contributors include Malcolm Gladwell, Thomas Keller, Michael Chabon, Alice
Waters, James Patterson, Maira Kalman, Judd Apatow, Chuck Klosterman, Miranda July, Alex Ross,
Nancy Pearl, David Chang, Patti Smith, Jennifer Egan, and Dave Eggers, among many others. With
colorful and endearingly hand-rendered images of book spines by Jane Mount, and first-person
commentary from all the contributors, this is a perfect gift for avid readers, writers, and all who
have known the influence of a great book.

shirley hazzard the transit of venus: Bible Missals and the Medieval Dominican Liturgy
Innocent Smith, 2023-11-06 Bible Missals are manuscripts that integrate liturgical prayers for the
Mass with the scriptural texts of the Latin Vulgate. Long overlooked by scholars, Bible Missals offer
important evidence for the development of the medieval liturgy and the liturgical use of scripture by
medieval Christians. This monograph is the first comprehensive analysis of the codicology and
contents of Bible Missals. Mostly produced in the first half of the 13th century by professional book
makers in centers like Paris and Oxford, these hybrid manuscripts were customized for secular,
monastic, and mendicant patrons. This monograph focuses on Dominican Bible Missals, the largest
group within the repertoire, providing detailed codicological descriptions of each manuscript and
analyzing their texts for the Order of Mass and selected liturgical formularies, including prayers for
the feast of St. Dominic. For medieval Christians, the words and events of scripture were continually
called to mind and reenacted in the sacramental rites of the Mass. Bible Missals provide important
material evidence for this interplay between word and sacrament.
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