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persona 5 royal makoto confidant guide is essential for anyone looking to deepen their
connection with one of the most compelling characters in the game. Makoto Niijima, the student
council president with a strong sense of justice and an analytical mind, plays a pivotal role not only
in the story but also in your social link progression. This guide will walk you through everything you
need to know about building your relationship with Makoto, maximizing her abilities in battle, and
unlocking her full potential as a confidant in Persona 5 Royal.

Understanding Makoto Niijima’s Role in Persona 5
Royal

Before diving into the step-by-step process of the confidant route, it’s worth getting to know why
Makoto is such a valuable companion. Makoto belongs to the Judgment Arcana, and her confidant
path offers significant benefits, including boosting your negotiation skills and unlocking powerful
Personas that emphasize defense and support. Her persona progression is unique and enhances your
tactical options during battles.

Makoto’s character development is deeply intertwined with themes of responsibility, self-discovery,
and the fight against corruption—elements that enrich the narrative and make her social link
particularly rewarding.

How to Unlock and Start Makoto’s Confidant

Makoto’s confidant path becomes available relatively early in the game, but requires you to reach a
certain point in the main story.

Unlocking Makoto’s Confidant

You first meet Makoto during a key story event in September, which triggers her introduction as the
student council president. After this initial encounter, you can start spending time with her as a
confidant. You will typically find her at the school rooftop or in the student council room during
certain times.

To initiate the confidant, simply talk to her when the option is available. This will unlock the
Judgment Arcana bond and allow you to start progressing through her social link ranks.



Maximizing Your Time with Makoto: When and Where
to Meet

Knowing when and where to hang out with Makoto is crucial for efficiently leveling up her confidant.

Best Times to Meet Makoto

- **Weekdays after school:** Makoto is often found on the school rooftop or occasionally in the
student council room.
- **Weekends and holidays:** Check the school for her presence, or sometimes she appears in
Shibuya or other city locations.
- **Special events:** Certain story events will automatically advance the confidant rank, so keep an
eye on your calendar.

To ensure you don’t miss an opportunity, always check the schedule and try to prioritize her when
she’s available, especially if you’re aiming to complete all confidants by the end of the game.

Persona 5 Royal Makoto Confidant Guide: Step-by-Step
Rank Progression

Advancing through Makoto’s confidant ranks unlocks new abilities and story moments. Here’s a
breakdown of what to expect and how to optimize your choices.

Rank 1 to Rank 3: Building Trust and Opening Up

At these early ranks, conversations revolve around Makoto’s struggles balancing her responsibilities
and her personal feelings. You’ll want to choose dialogue options that show empathy and support for
her sense of justice.

- **Tip:** Use your knowledge of her personality to pick responses that reinforce her confidence.
Avoid being dismissive or overly aggressive.
- **Benefit:** Unlocks the “Mind Charge” skill, which lets Makoto boost her next attack’s power—a
great asset in battle.

Rank 4 to Rank 6: Deepening the Bond and Unlocking Skills

As you progress, Makoto becomes more open about her fears and ambitions. This segment of the
confidant path is rich in character development and offers strategic advantages.

- At Rank 5, Makoto gains the “Counterstrike” ability, allowing her to retaliate when attacked.
- At Rank 6, her persona can learn “Marakukaja,” a skill that raises party defense, making her



invaluable in tougher battles.

Rank 7 to Rank 10: Mastery and Persona Evolution

The final ranks focus on Makoto’s full acceptance of her role as a Phantom Thief and her growth
both as a leader and fighter.

- At Rank 8, you unlock the ability to fuse her ultimate Persona, **Johanna**, which boasts balanced
stats and powerful skills.
- Rank 9 and 10 provide additional battle skills and deepen the narrative connection, culminating in
a heartfelt conclusion to her social link.

Tips for Efficiently Leveling Makoto’s Confidant

Making the most of your time with Makoto requires some planning, especially if you want to
maximize all your confidants within the game’s limited calendar.

Prioritize Makoto on days when you have free time: Early in the game, you might have
fewer options, so spend weekends and holidays with her.

Bring gifts and items that boost her affinity: While Persona 5 Royal doesn’t have
traditional gift-giving mechanics for all confidants, some items can enhance your social
interactions.

Balance your activities: Don’t neglect other social stats like Knowledge and Guts, as certain
dialogue options with Makoto require you to meet specific stat thresholds.

Use Persona 5 Royal’s new features: The addition of the Thieves Den and extra story
content can sometimes unlock side events that help deepen relationships faster.

Why Investing in Makoto’s Confidant is Worth It

Makoto’s social link offers more than just compelling storytelling—it provides practical gameplay
benefits that can change how you approach battles.

Combat Advantages

Her Persona, Johanna, is a versatile tank with healing and buffing skills, which makes her an
excellent party member for both offense and defense. The skills unlocked by advancing her confidant
rank, like Mind Charge and Marakukaja, are game-changers in boss fights and challenging



dungeons.

Negotiation and Social Skills

Beyond combat, Makoto's confidant boosts your negotiation abilities, allowing you to get better
rewards when interacting with Shadows. This can mean extra money, items, or even recruiting new
Personas.

Integrating Makoto’s Confidant into Your Persona 5
Royal Playthrough

A successful Persona 5 Royal experience involves balancing multiple confidants, social stats, and
story progression. Makoto’s confidant fits well into most strategic playstyles, especially if you enjoy
a mix of narrative depth and tactical combat.

- If you’re focusing on a defensive or support-heavy team composition, leveling Makoto early is a
smart move.
- Her story arc also complements other confidants like Ann and Futaba, giving you a well-rounded
team dynamic.
- Don’t hesitate to revisit her confidant after important story events to unlock new dialogue and
skills.

---

Makoto Niijima’s confidant path is a rich blend of story and strategy, rewarding players who invest
time in understanding her character and supporting her growth. Whether you’re aiming for the best
possible battle setup or simply want to experience one of Persona 5 Royal’s most nuanced social
links, this guide should help you make the most of your time with Makoto. Dive in, make the right
choices, and watch as your alliance with the student council president strengthens both on and off
the battlefield.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to start Makoto's Confidant in Persona 5
Royal?
To start Makoto's Confidant, begin by visiting the Police Station after school on school days once her
availability unlocks, usually after reaching a certain point in the story. Talking to her will initiate the
Confidant rank progression.

How can I maximize social stats to progress Makoto's



Confidant efficiently?
Makoto's Confidant requires high Knowledge and Proficiency at certain ranks, so focus on studying
at the library, taking part-time jobs like the flower shop, and participating in activities that boost
these stats to meet her requirements quickly.

What rewards do I get from maxing out Makoto's Confidant in
Persona 5 Royal?
Maxing out Makoto's Confidant grants you the ability to fuse the powerful Persona Johanna, unlocks
new combat skills, and also enhances your battle strategy options by providing unique passive
abilities.

Are there any specific dialogue choices to consider while
progressing Makoto's Confidant?
While progressing Makoto's Confidant, choose dialogue options that show empathy and support for
her struggles, especially during story-related events, to deepen your bond and avoid losing affinity
points.

When is the optimal time to rank up Makoto's Confidant in
Persona 5 Royal?
The optimal time to rank up Makoto's Confidant is after school or on days off when you have
sufficient Knowledge and Proficiency, ideally starting around mid-game when her confidant unlocks,
to maximize benefits before the final palace.

Can I unlock all of Makoto's Confidant ranks without
progressing the main story?
No, certain ranks of Makoto's Confidant require advancing the main story to unlock new events and
dialogue options. Make sure to balance story progression with socializing to fully complete her
Confidant ranks.

Additional Resources
Persona 5 Royal Makoto Confidant Guide: Mastering the Strength Arcana

persona 5 royal makoto confidant guide serves as an essential resource for players aiming to
fully explore one of Persona 5 Royal’s most compelling character arcs. Makoto Niijima, the student
council president, embodies the Strength Arcana, and deepening her confidant relationship not only
enriches the narrative experience but also provides significant gameplay advantages. This guide
dissects the nuances of her confidant path, offering strategic insights to optimize social link
progression and maximize in-game benefits.



Understanding Makoto Niijima’s Role in Persona 5
Royal

Makoto Niijima is introduced as a disciplined and intelligent character, balancing her
responsibilities at Shujin Academy with an underlying struggle for personal freedom. Her confidant
storyline reveals layers of complexity, allowing players to connect with her growth from a rigid
enforcer of rules to a trusted ally and formidable Phantom Thief. As a member of the Strength
Arcana, Makoto’s confidant path focuses on themes of resilience, self-discovery, and empowerment.

The importance of advancing Makoto’s confidant cannot be overstated. Beyond narrative
enrichment, ranking up her confidant unlocks powerful combat skills and passive abilities that
benefit the player throughout the game. In the context of Persona 5 Royal’s expanded content, her
confidant offers refined advantages over the original Persona 5, making her a strategic priority for
many players.

Progression Strategy for the Makoto Confidant

Availability and Requirements

Makoto’s confidant becomes accessible relatively early in the game, shortly after the protagonist’s
transfer to Shujin Academy. Players must first complete certain story events before initiating the
social link. Time management is crucial, as her confidant events typically occur on specific days, and
players must balance school activities, other confidants, and dungeon exploration.

To begin her confidant, players must meet her at the student council room or the rooftop after
school hours. It’s important to note that some dialogue choices influence the speed at which her
confidant rank increases, emphasizing the need for thoughtful interaction.

Dialogue Choices and Persona Fusion Rewards

Engaging with Makoto’s confidant involves selecting dialogue options that resonate with her
personality—showing empathy, intelligence, and support for her internal conflicts. Making choices
that demonstrate understanding of her dual role as a student and a Phantom Thief accelerates rank
progression.

At higher confidant ranks, players unlock the ability to fuse Makoto’s signature Persona, Johanna,
who excels in both physical and nuclear attacks. Johanna’s fusion options allow for versatile
gameplay styles, further enhancing the utility of this social link.



Gameplay Benefits of Maximizing Makoto’s Confidant

Combat Enhancements

One of the standout features of the Strength Arcana confidant is the passive skill “Amrita Shower,”
unlocked at Rank 10 with Makoto. This skill increases the experience points gained after battles,
which is invaluable for leveling up both the protagonist and their Personas more efficiently. Given
the importance of leveling in Persona 5 Royal’s challenging dungeons and boss fights, this boost can
significantly impact overall game progression.

Additionally, Johanna—the Persona associated with Makoto—has a strong skillset combining physical
attacks and nuclear magic, providing balanced offensive options. Players who prioritize her
confidant can leverage Johanna’s abilities to compensate for weaknesses in other party members.

Social and Narrative Impact

Beyond mechanical benefits, progressing Makoto’s confidant enriches the storyline by revealing her
motivations and struggles. This deepened characterization offers players a more nuanced
understanding of the Phantom Thieves’ dynamics and individual backstories. For players invested in
narrative immersion, Makoto’s arc presents a compelling exploration of themes such as duty,
rebellion, and personal growth.

Tips for Efficiently Raising Makoto’s Confidant Rank

Maximizing the Strength Arcana through Makoto requires strategic planning and resource
management. Here are some tactical recommendations to streamline the process:

Prioritize Makoto’s events on days when no other urgent activities are scheduled.1.
Given the limited time in Persona 5 Royal, focusing on her confidant during free evenings can
accelerate progress.

Invest in knowledge and charm attributes. Certain dialogue options require high social2.
stats to unlock; boosting these stats early facilitates smoother interaction with Makoto.

Bring Makoto to Mementos or Palaces when prompted. Some confidant ranks increase3.
through cooperative dungeon exploration, strengthening the bond and unlocking additional
events.

Utilize items that restore SP. To maintain efficient dungeon runs and social link4.
progression, keeping your party’s SP high can prevent delays caused by resource scarcity.

Fuse and use Johanna effectively. Employing her in combat not only benefits battles but5.
also reinforces the thematic connection to Makoto’s confidant path.



Comparative Analysis: Makoto vs. Other Strength
Arcana Confidants

While Persona 5 Royal features several confidants, Makoto stands out among Strength Arcana
members for her blend of narrative importance and gameplay utility. Comparing her to other
Strength Arcana characters in the Persona series reveals her unique role:

Gameplay Utility: Makoto’s Amrita Shower skill is similar to other Strength confidants’
passive boosts but is particularly beneficial due to its early availability and experience gain
enhancement.

Character Development: Her storyline is layered with internal conflict and growth, arguably
more intricate than some other Strength Arcana counterparts, providing a richer narrative
payoff.

Combat Style: Johanna’s balanced offensive capabilities contrast with other Strength
Personas that may specialize more heavily in physical attacks, offering tactical versatility.

These distinctions make Makoto’s confidant path a balanced choice for players who value both story
depth and practical advantages in battle.

Common Challenges When Pursuing Makoto’s
Confidant

Despite its benefits, progressing through Makoto’s confidant is not without obstacles. Players often
encounter difficulties such as:

Time Constraints: Conflicting schedules with other social links and story events can limit
opportunities to meet Makoto.

Dialogue Complexity: Selecting the optimal responses requires understanding her
personality and situational context, which may be challenging on initial playthroughs.

Resource Management: Maintaining sufficient SP and social stats to engage with confidant
events and dungeon activities demands careful planning.

Addressing these challenges involves strategic prioritization and familiarity with Persona 5 Royal’s
calendar system, ensuring players can maximize Makoto’s confidant progression without sacrificing
other gameplay elements.



Conclusion

The persona 5 royal makoto confidant guide underscores the significance of this social link within
the broader context of the game’s narrative and mechanics. Navigating Makoto Niijima’s Strength
Arcana path offers substantial rewards, from enhanced experience gain to a compelling character
arc that deepens player engagement. By understanding the requirements, benefits, and challenges
associated with her confidant, players can make informed decisions that elevate their overall
gameplay experience in Persona 5 Royal.
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