oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray

Oscar Wilde and The Picture of Dorian Gray: A Timeless Exploration of Beauty and Morality

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray stands as one of the most intriguing and enduring works in
English literature. This novel, first published in 1890, not only showcases Wilde’s wit and flamboyant
style but also dives deep into complex themes like aestheticism, moral corruption, and the duality of
human nature. Whether you’re a literature enthusiast, a Wilde aficionado, or simply curious about
Victorian-era novels, exploring this masterpiece reveals much about society’s timeless fascination
with youth, beauty, and the consequences of living a life unbound by conventional ethics.

Understanding Oscar Wilde's Unique Voice

Oscar Wilde was more than just a writer; he was a cultural phenomenon. Known for his sharp wit,
flamboyant personality, and incisive social commentary, Wilde embodied the spirit of the late 19th
century’s aesthetic movement. This movement celebrated “art for art’s sake,” emphasizing beauty
and sensory experiences over moral or political messages. Wilde’s work, including *The Picture of
Dorian Gray*, reflects this philosophy but also challenges it, creating a powerful tension between

appearance and reality.

The Aesthetic Movement and Its Influence on the Novel

At the heart of *The Picture of Dorian Gray* lies the aesthetic movement's ideals. Wilde’s
protagonist, Dorian Gray, is a handsome young man whose portrait ages and reflects the
degradation of his soul, while he himself remains eternally youthful and untouched by vice. This
paradox serves as a critique of society’s obsession with beauty and superficiality. Wilde uses
Dorian’s story to question whether a life devoted solely to pleasure and appearance can ever be truly
fulfilling or if it inevitably leads to destruction.

The Plot and Characters of The Picture of Dorian Gray

While the plot of *The Picture of Dorian Gray* might seem straightforward at first glance, it is
layered with symbolism and philosophical inquiry. The story revolves around Dorian Gray, an
innocent and beautiful young man, and his descent into moral decay after being influenced by the
hedonistic Lord Henry Wotton.

Dorian Gray: The Tragic Protagonist

Dorian Gray is the embodiment of youthful beauty and charm, but his character arc reveals a deep
tragedy. After seeing his portrait painted by Basil Hallward, Dorian wishes that he could remain as
youthful and flawless as the image while the portrait ages instead. This wish is mysteriously granted,



setting Dorian on a dark path where his actions grow increasingly corrupt and cruel, yet his outward
appearance remains pristine. The portrait becomes a haunting reflection of his true self,
accumulating the marks of his sins.

Lord Henry Wotton and Basil Hallward: Contrasting
Influences

Two pivotal figures shape Dorian’s journey. Basil Hallward represents artistic integrity and moral
concern. He adores Dorian not just for his looks but for the inspiration he provides as an artist.
Basil’s genuine affection and warnings serve as a moral compass throughout the novel. On the other
hand, Lord Henry Wotton is the cynical and witty aristocrat who espouses a philosophy of
indulgence and selfish pleasure. His seductive ideas about life and beauty lure Dorian into a
hedonistic lifestyle, illustrating Wilde’s exploration of influence and responsibility.

Major Themes Explored in Oscar Wilde’s Masterpiece

What makes *The Picture of Dorian Gray* resonate through generations is its rich thematic
complexity. Wilde doesn’t merely tell a gothic tale; he engages with profound questions about
identity, morality, and society.

Beauty and Superficiality

One of the novel’s most obvious themes is the obsession with physical beauty. Dorian’s eternal youth
becomes both a blessing and a curse, highlighting how society often values looks over character.
Wilde critiques this superficiality by showing the decay hidden beneath Dorian’s flawless exterior,
suggesting that external beauty cannot mask internal corruption indefinitely.

The Duality of Human Nature

Wilde masterfully explores the idea that everyone harbors conflicting impulses—good and evil,
innocence and corruption. The portrait in the novel is a physical manifestation of this duality. While
Dorian maintains a charming facade, his portrait reveals the true consequences of his choices,
serving as a metaphor for the hidden darkness within.

Morality and Consequences

The book challenges readers to think about the price of living without moral constraints. Dorian tries
to escape accountability by allowing his portrait to bear the burden of his sins, but ultimately, this
separation is impossible. Wilde’s narrative warns that denying responsibility for one’s actions can
lead to self-destruction.



Oscar Wilde’s Controversy and the Reception of The
Picture of Dorian Gray

When *The Picture of Dorian Gray* was first published, it sparked significant controversy. The
novel’s candid exploration of hedonism, moral ambiguity, and implied homoerotic undertones
shocked Victorian society, which valued strict moral codes.

Initial Criticism and Censorship

Critics of the time condemned the novel for its perceived immorality and decadence. Some reviewers
called it “poison,” and Wilde was pressured to revise the text for later editions. The book’s boldness
in addressing taboo subjects pushed boundaries, making it both scandalous and revolutionary.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives

Today, *The Picture of Dorian Gray* is celebrated as a classic that transcended its era. Scholars and
readers appreciate Wilde’s brilliant prose, his exploration of identity and ethics, and his critique of
societal hypocrisy. The novel has inspired countless adaptations, from films to stage plays, and
continues to be a staple in discussions about literature, philosophy, and art.

Why The Picture of Dorian Gray Remains Relevant
Today

The enduring appeal of *The Picture of Dorian Gray* lies in its universal themes and Wilde’s sharp
insights into human nature. In a world increasingly dominated by social media and image-conscious
culture, the novel’s exploration of appearance versus reality feels especially pertinent.

Lessons on Identity and Authenticity

Dorian’s story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of valuing appearance over substance.
It encourages readers to reflect on the importance of authenticity and the risks of hiding one’s true
self behind a mask.

The Role of Influence and Peer Pressure

The dynamic between Dorian, Lord Henry, and Basil highlights how external influences can shape
personal choices. This is a timeless reminder of the power—and danger—of persuasion in shaping
our values and behaviors.



Art as Reflection and Critique

Wilde’s novel also invites readers to consider how art mirrors society and challenges norms. The
portrait in the story symbolizes how art can reveal uncomfortable truths that people might prefer to
ignore.

Oscar Wilde’s *The Picture of Dorian Gray* continues to captivate readers with its blend of gothic
horror, philosophical depth, and biting social commentary. By delving into the dark consequences of
vanity and moral decay, Wilde crafted a story that remains hauntingly relevant and endlessly
thought-provoking. Whether you're encountering it for the first time or revisiting its pages, the novel
offers rich insights into the complexities of human nature and the timeless struggle between
appearance and reality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Oscar Wilde's 'The Picture of
Dorian Gray'?

The main theme of 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' is the exploration of aestheticism, moral corruption,
and the consequences of living a double life. It delves into the relationship between beauty, youth,
and ethics.

How does the portrait in 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' function
symbolically?

The portrait symbolizes Dorian Gray's inner self and moral decay. While Dorian remains outwardly
youthful and beautiful, the portrait ages and becomes increasingly grotesque, reflecting the
corruption of his soul.

What role does Lord Henry Wotton play in Dorian Gray's
transformation?

Lord Henry Wotton acts as a catalyst for Dorian's transformation by introducing him to a hedonistic
and cynical worldview. His influence encourages Dorian to pursue a life of pleasure without regard
for morality.

How does Oscar Wilde critique Victorian society in 'The
Picture of Dorian Gray'?

Wilde critiques Victorian society by exposing its hypocrisy, obsession with appearances, and rigid
moral standards. Through Dorian's double life and society's superficiality, Wilde highlights the
conflict between outward respectability and inner corruption.



What is the significance of the novel's ending in 'The Picture
of Dorian Gray'?

The ending signifies the inevitable consequences of Dorian's immoral actions. When Dorian destroys
the portrait, attempting to rid himself of his guilt, he inadvertently causes his own death,
symbolizing that one cannot escape the consequences of their sins.

How does 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' reflect Oscar Wilde's
views on art and life?

Wilde blurs the lines between art and life, suggesting that art influences life and vice versa. The
novel reflects his belief in aestheticism, where the pursuit of beauty and sensory experiences is
paramount, but also warns of the dangers when this pursuit ignores morality.

Why was 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' controversial when it
was first published?

The novel was controversial due to its themes of decadence, moral ambiguity, and homoerotic
undertones, which challenged Victorian moral values. Its candid exploration of hedonism and
corruption led to criticism and censorship.

Additional Resources

Oscar Wilde The Picture of Dorian Gray: A Timeless Exploration of Morality and Aesthetics

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray remains one of the most provocative and enduring works
in the canon of English literature. First published in 1890, Wilde’s only novel delves deeply into
themes of vanity, moral duplicity, and the corrupting influence of aestheticism. This gothic tale of a
young man whose portrait ages and withers in his stead has sparked extensive critical debate,
reflecting the social anxieties and artistic innovations of the late Victorian era. This article examines
the multifaceted layers of Oscar Wilde’s masterpiece, exploring its narrative techniques, thematic
concerns, and cultural significance in a modern context.

In-depth Analysis of Oscar Wilde The Picture of Dorian
Gray

At its core, The Picture of Dorian Gray is a complex meditation on the relationship between external
beauty and internal morality. Wilde’s protagonist, Dorian Gray, embodies the tension between
appearance and reality—a motif that resonates through the novel’s gothic atmosphere and symbolic
imagery. The narrative’s premise—a Faustian bargain where Dorian’s portrait bears the marks of his
sins instead of his own visage—serves as a compelling metaphor for the dangers inherent in
prioritizing superficial charm over ethical integrity.

The novel’s structure, blending elements of gothic fiction with philosophical discourse, allows Wilde
to critique Victorian society’s rigid moral codes and its obsession with outward respectability.



Through Dorian’s descent into decadence, the author probes questions about the nature of sin, the
price of eternal youth, and the consequences of a life lived without accountability. Wilde’s prose
oscillates between lush, poetic descriptions and sharp, epigrammatic dialogue, reflecting his dual
commitment to aesthetic beauty and intellectual provocation.

Exploring Themes: Aestheticism vs. Morality

One of the defining features of Oscar Wilde the picture of dorian gray is its engagement with the
Aesthetic Movement, which championed “art for art’s sake.” Wilde, a prominent figure in this
movement, uses the novel to dramatize the potential pitfalls of divorcing art from ethical
considerations. Dorian’s initial innocence and beauty are celebrated, but his gradual moral
disintegration exposes the hollowness of a purely aesthetic worldview.

The tension between aestheticism and morality raises several questions:

e Is the pursuit of beauty inherently corrupting?
e Can art exist independently of ethical responsibility?

* How does society’s fixation on youth and appearance influence individual behavior?

Wilde complicates these debates by presenting characters who embody various philosophical
positions. Lord Henry Wotton, with his cynical hedonism, advocates for a life of indulgence without
consequence, while Basil Hallward, the artist who paints Dorian’s portrait, represents the moral
conscience and the redemptive power of art. This interplay of perspectives enriches the narrative,
making it a fertile ground for interpretive analysis.

Character Development and Symbolism

The psychological complexity of Dorian Gray is central to the novel’s enduring appeal. Wilde crafts a
protagonist who is at once charming, naive, and ultimately tragic. Dorian’s external beauty masks an
increasingly corrupt soul, and the supernatural portrait functions as a physical manifestation of his
internal decay. This symbolic device allows readers to confront the idea that true ugliness lies
beneath the surface.

Supporting characters are equally significant:
e Lord Henry Wotton: The catalyst for Dorian’s moral downfall, embodying the seductive
allure of libertinism.

e Basil Hallward: The artist whose admiration for Dorian borders on obsession, representing
innocence and creative integrity.

 Sibyl Vane: A tragic figure whose fate underscores the consequences of aesthetic



detachment.

Each character serves as a foil or complement to Dorian, highlighting different facets of the novel’s
central themes. The portrait itself is more than a mere plot device; it is a living symbol of the cost of
vanity and the duality of human nature.

The Historical and Cultural Context of Wilde’s Novel

Understanding the societal backdrop against which Oscar Wilde the picture of dorian gray was
written enriches its interpretation. The late 19th century was a period marked by strict moral codes,
rapid industrialization, and a growing interest in psychology and philosophy. Wilde’s novel
challenged contemporary norms, provoking controversy upon publication due to its candid
exploration of hedonism, homosexuality, and moral ambiguity.

The novel’s initial reception was mixed, with critics condemning its perceived immorality and
Wilde’s flamboyant persona further fueling scandal. However, over time, The Picture of Dorian Gray
has been reassessed as a pioneering work that critiques Victorian hypocrisy and anticipates
modernist concerns about identity and self-perception.

Comparative Perspectives: Wilde’s Novel and Its Adaptations

The cultural impact of Oscar Wilde the picture of dorian gray extends beyond literature, inspiring
numerous adaptations across film, theatre, and visual art. Comparing the original text to its
adaptations reveals shifts in societal attitudes and interpretive emphases.

For example:
¢ Film adaptations: Various cinematic versions—from the 1945 film noir to recent
reinterpretations—have emphasized different aspects of the story, such as psychological

horror, gothic romance, or social critique.

e Theatrical productions: Stage adaptations often highlight Wilde’s wit and the novel’s
dialogue, bringing the complex characters to life through performance.

e Graphic novels and visual art: These formats explore the portrait’s symbolic power, using
visual media to underscore themes of transformation and decay.

Each adaptation offers a unique lens through which to view Wilde’s themes, demonstrating the
novel’s versatility and relevance across contexts.



Pros and Cons of The Picture of Dorian Gray as a Literary
Work

Like any classic, The Picture of Dorian Gray presents strengths and challenges for contemporary
readers and scholars.

1. Pros:

[¢]

Rich thematic complexity that invites multiple interpretations.

o

Masterful use of language and stylistic elegance.

[¢]

Innovative narrative structure blending gothic and philosophical elements.

[¢]

Provocative exploration of timeless human concerns such as vanity, identity, and
morality.

2. Cons:
o Some readers may find Wilde’s ornate prose dense or challenging.

o The novel’s moral ambiguity can be unsettling or confusing for those seeking clear
ethical guidance.

o Certain Victorian cultural references might require contextual knowledge to fully
appreciate.

Despite these challenges, the novel’s literary and cultural significance continues to attract scholarly
attention and popular readership alike.

Oscar Wilde the picture of dorian gray endures as a compelling exploration of the human condition,
art, and the costs of living a life devoted solely to beauty and pleasure. Its nuanced characters and
haunting symbolism invite ongoing reflection, making it a timeless work that transcends its Victorian
origins to speak to contemporary audiences worldwide.

Oscar Wilde The Picture Of Dorian Gray

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1981
Spellbound before his own portrait, Dorian Gray utters a fateful wish. In exchange for eternal youth
he gives his soul, to be corrupted by the malign influence of his mentor, the aesthete and hedonist


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/oscar-wilde-the-picture-of-dorian-gray.pdf

Lord Henry Wotton.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1908

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde,
2006-08-03 Enthralled by his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray exchanges his soul for eternal
youth and beauty. Influenced by his friend Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn into a corrupt double
life; indulging his desires in secret while remaining a gentleman inthe eyes of polite society. Only his
portrait bears the traces of his decadence. The novel was a succes de scandale and the book was
later used as evidence against Wilde at the Old Bailey in 1895. It has lost none of its power to
fascinate and disturb.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1998-06-01
Oscar Wilde’s classic, alluring novel of a man so obsessed with his appearance that he sacrifices his
soul for eternal youth—with an introduction by Jeffrey Eugenides Now a critically acclaimed
Broadway play starring Sarah Snook! Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The
Great American Read Fascinated by his own beautiful portrait, Dorian Gray makes a Faustian pact to
exchange his soul for perpetual youth and beauty. Guided by Lord Henry Wotton, he embarks on a
life of corruption, satisfying his desires while still appearing as a respectable gentleman to society.
Only Dorian's portrait shows the signs of his moral decline. An insightful depiction of a hidden life
and a critique of the darker facets of late Victorian society, The Picture of Dorian Gray provides a
chilling portrayal of a man confronting the reality of his soul. Shocking in its implications of
forbidden transgressions, this novel was later used as evidence against Oscar Wilde during his 1895
trial for indecency.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2003-02-04
An astounding novel of decadence, debauchery, and secrecy from one of Ireland's greatest writers.
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Enthralled by
his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray makes a Faustian bargain to sell his soul in exchange for
eternal youth and beauty. Under the influence of Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn into a corrupt
double life, where he is able to indulge his desires while remaining a gentleman in the eyes of polite
society. Only Dorian's picture bears the traces of his decadence. A knowing account of a secret life
and an analysis of the darker side of late Victorian society. The Picture of Dorian Gray offers a
disturbing portrait of an individual coming face to face with the reality of his soul. Shocking in its
suggestion of unspeakable sin, this novel was later used as evidence against Wilde when he was
tried for indecency in 1895. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray: Oscar Wilde
(Classics, Literature) Annotated Oscar Wilde, 2021-06-07 The Picture of Dorian Gray is the story
of one beautiful, innocent young man''s seduction, moral corruption, and eventual downfall. We meet
our three central characters at the beginning of the book, when painter Basil Hallward and his close
friend, Lord Henry Wotton, are discussing the subject of Basil''s newest painting, a gorgeous young
thing named Dorian Gray. Basil and Henry discuss just how perfectly perfect Dorian is--he''s totally
innocent and completely good, as well as being the most beautiful guy ever to walk the earth. Lord
Henry wants to meet this mysterious boy, but Basil doesn"t want him to; for some reason, he''s
afraid of what will happen to Dorian if Lord Henry digs his claws into him. However, Lord Henry
gets his wish--Dorian shows up that very afternoon, and, over the course of the day, Henry manages
to totally change Dorian''s perspective on the world. From that point on, Dorian''s previously
innocent point of view is dramatically different--he begins to see life as Lord Henry does, as a
succession of pleasures in which questions of good and evil are irrelevant. Basil finishes his portrait
of Dorian, and gives it to the young man, who keeps it in his home, where he can admire his own




beauty. Lord Henry continues to exert his influence over Dorian, to Basil's dismay. Dorian grows
more and more distant from Basil, his former best friend, and develops his own interests. One of
these interests is Sybil Vane, a young, exceptionally beautiful, exceptionally talented--and
exceptionally poor--actress. Though she's stuck performing in a terrible, third-rate theatre, she''s a
truly remarkable artist, and her talent and beauty win over Dorian. He falls dramatically in love with
her, and she with him. For a moment, it seems like everything will turn out wonderfully. However,
this is just the beginning of Dorian"s story. Once he and Sybil are engaged, her talent suddenly
disappears--she''s so overcome with her passionate love for Dorian that none of her roles on stage
seem important to her anymore. This destroys Dorian''s love for her, and he brutally dumps her.
Back home, he notices a something different in his portrait--it looks somehow crueler. In the
meanwhile, the distraught Sybil commits suicide, just as Dorian decides to return to her and take
back his terrible words. Sybil"s suicide changes everything. At first, Dorian feels horrible... but he
rather quickly changes his tune. On Lord Henry's suggestion, Dorian reads a mysterious yellow
book, a decadent French novel that makes him reevaluate his whole belief system. The protagonist
of the book lives his life in pursuit of sensual pleasures, which intrigues Dorian. From this moment
on, Dorian is a changed man. Dorian starts to live as hedonistically as his wicked mentor, Lord
Henry, does. The only thing that documents this turn for the worst is the portrait, which alarmingly
begins to exhibit the inward corruption of Dorian''s soul; the beautiful image changes, revealing new
scars and physical flaws with each of Dorian's dastardly actions. As years pass, the man in the
picture grows more and more hideous, as Dorian himself stays unnaturally young and beautiful.
Rumors start to spread about the various people whose lives Dorian has ruined, and his formerly
good reputation is destroyed. On Dorian''s 38th birthday, he encounters Basil, who desperately asks
his former friend if all the horrifying rumors about him are true. Dorian finally snaps and shows Basil
the portrait, in which the horrible truth about his wicked nature is revealed. Basil recoils, and begs
Dorian to pray for forgiveness. In response, Dorian murders Basil, stabbing him brutally. He
blackmails another of his former friends into disposing of the body. Dorian retreats to an opium den
after dealing with all of the evidence, where he encounters an enemy he didn't know he had--Sybil
Vane''s brother, James...

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture Of Dorian Gray - Oscar Wilde
(Stage-3) Oscar Wilde, Dorian Gray is having his picture painted by Basil Hallward, who is charmed
by his looks. But when Sir Henry Wotton visits and seduces Dorian into the worship of youthful
beauty with an intoxicating speech, Dorian makes a wish he will live to regret: that all the marks of
age will now be reflected in the portrait rather than on Dorian’s own face. The stage is now set for a
masterful tale about appearance, reality, art, life, truth, fiction and the burden of conscience.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: Portrait of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2010-02-03 This
classic book is about a young man named Dorian Gray. He is the subject of a painting by artist Basil
Hallward who thinks he is very good looking, with a pure beauty. One thing leads to another and
Dorian embraces a new hedonism with Basil and a new group of friends. He begins to believe that
the only things worth pursuing in life are beauty, fulfillment of the senses, and pleasures of the flesh

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray (annotated) Oscar Wilde,
2015-10-10 The artist is the creator of beautiful things. To reveal art and conceal the artist is art's
aim. The critic is he who can translate into another manner or a new material his impression of
beautiful things.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde,
2020-12-13 The story begins in the art studio of Basil Hallward, who is discussing a current painting
with his witty and amoral friend Lord Henry Wotton. Henry thinks that the painting, a portrait of an
extraordinarily beautiful young man, should be displayed, but Basil disagrees, fearing that his
obsession with the portrait's subject, Dorian Gray, can be seen in the work. Dorian then arrives, and
he is fascinated as Henry explains his belief that one should live life to the fullest by indulging one's
impulses. Henry also points out that beauty and youth are fleeting, and Dorian declares that he



would give his soul if the portrait were to grow old and wrinkled while he remained young and
handsome. Basil gives the painting to Dorian.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2003-09-01
Dorian Gray doesn't look a day over twenty-two. Once upon a time, Dorian really was young,
handsome, and charming. To preserve Dorian's charm, his friend Basil Hallward the artist painted
his portrait. Soon, the picture -- and Dorian's close friendship with Basil -- On the inside, every
wicked deed he commits leaves its mark -- or does it? The portrait that Basil painted hangs in a
special room in Dorian's house, covered completely. Underneath the cover lies an image that has
changed and aged, just as Dorian has not.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar
Wilde, 2007 From the Longman Cultural Editions series, Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray: A
Longman Cultural Edition, edited by Andrew Elfenbein, presents the 1891 version of Wilde's novel
with detailed annotations drawing on contemporary writings about London. It also presents a range
of cultural contexts with information about the novel's first reviews, aestheticism, Victorian
treatments of sexuality and science, and parodies of the novel. Handsomely produced and affordably
priced, the Longman Cultural Editions series presents classic works in provocative and illuminating
contexts-cultural, critical, and literary. Each Cultural Edition consists of the complete text of an
important literary work, reliably edited, headed by an inviting introduction, and supplemented by
helpful annotations; a table of dates to track its composition, publication, and public reception in
relation to biographical, cultural and historical events; and a guide for further inquiry and study. The
following Longman Cultural Editions are available now: Othello and the Tragedy of Mariam;Pride
and Prejudice; Hamlet (Second Edition), Hard Times; Beowulf; King Lear; The Merchant of Venice;
Northanger Abbey; Emma; A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and The Wrongs of Woman, or
Maria; Heart of Darkness, the Man Who Would Be King, and Other Works on Empire; Frankenstein
(Second Edition). Forthcoming titles include: The Castle of Otranto and The Man of Feeling, Keats,
Wuthering Heights, and Henry IV, Parts 1 & 2. One Cultural Edition can be packaged FREE with The
Longman Anthology of British Literature by Damrosch et al, or at a discount with any other
Longman textbook. Longman Cultural Editions are available for sale individually or a single volume
can be packaged FREE with The Longman Anthology of British Literature.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2025-03-24
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde is a profound exploration of vanity, morality, and the
consequences of unchecked hedonism. The novel follows Dorian Gray, a young man whose
extraordinary beauty is immortalized in a portrait. Under the influence of Lord Henry Wotton,
Dorian embraces a life of pleasure and excess, while his portrait bears the physical and moral decay
of his actions, allowing him to remain outwardly unscathed. Wilde crafts a sharp critique of
aestheticism and the pursuit of eternal youth, exposing the dangers of living without ethical
boundaries. Since its publication, The Picture of Dorian Gray has been celebrated for its wit,
philosophical depth, and psychological complexity. The novel's exploration of duality—the conflict
between appearance and reality, virtue and vice—has ensured its status as a cornerstone of Gothic
and philosophical literature. Wilde's mastery of language and epigrammatic style adds layers of
irony and insight, making the work as thought-provoking as it is captivating. The novel's enduring
relevance lies in its timeless meditation on self-indulgence, corruption, and the price of vanity. The
Picture of Dorian Gray remains a powerful reflection on the human soul, urging readers to question
the cost of a life devoted solely to pleasure and the illusions that beauty and youth can sustain.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde,
2017-10-20 The Picture of Dorian Gray Dorian Gray is having his picture painted by Basil Hallward,
who is charmed by his looks. But when Sir Henry Wotton visits and seduces Dorian into the worship
of youthful beauty with an intoxicating speech, Dorian makes a wish he will live to regret: that all
the marks of age will now be reflected in the portrait rather than on Dorian®e(tm)s own face. The
stage is now set for a masterful tale about appearance, reality, art, life, truth, fiction and the burden
of conscience. Oscar Wilde®e(tm)s only full-length novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray is a lasting




gem of sophisticated wit and playfulness, which brings together all the best elements of his talent in
a reinterpretation of the Faustian myth.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde Oscar
Wilde, 2020-11-09 One of the greatest books ever written. A splendid masterpiece. Dorian Gray is
the subject of a full-length portrait in oil by Basil Hallward, an artist impressed and infatuated by
Dorian's beauty; he believes that Dorian's beauty is responsible for the new mood in his art as a
painter. Through Basil, Dorian meets Lord Henry Wotton, and he soon is enthralled by the
aristocrat's hedonistic world view: that beauty and sensual fulfillment are the only things worth
pursuing in life. Newly understanding that his beauty will fade, Dorian expresses the desire to sell
his soul, to ensure that the picture, rather than he, will age and fade. The wish is granted, and
Dorian pursues a libertine life of varied amoral experiences while staying young and beautiful; all
the while, his portrait ages and records every sin.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray By Oscar Wilde The
Illustrated Kindal Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-14 Written in his distinctively dazzling manner, Oscar
Wilde's story of a fashionable young man who sells his soul for eternal youth and beauty is the
author's most popular work. The tale of Dorian Gray's moral disintegration caused a scandal when it
first appeared in 1890, but though Wilde was attacked for the novel's corrupting influence, he
responded that there is, in fact, a terrible moral in Dorian Gray.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
(annotated) Oscar Wilde, 2019-09-07 The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 6000+ words book
analysis Complete novel, revised version with preface by Oscar Wilde Dorian Gray is the subject of a
full-length portrait in oil by Basil Hallward, an artist impressed and infatuated by Dorian's beauty; he
believes that Dorian's beauty is responsible for the new mood in his art as a painter. Through Basil,
Dorian meets Lord Henry Wotton, and he soon is enthralled by the aristocrat's hedonistic world
view: that beauty and sensual fulfilment are the only things worth pursuing in life. Newly
understanding that his beauty will fade, Dorian expresses the desire to sell his soul, to ensure that
the picture, rather than he, will age and fade. The wish is granted, and Dorian pursues a libertine
life of varied amoral experiences while staying young and beautiful; all the while, his portrait ages
and records every sin.

oscar wilde the picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray By Oscar Wilde Annotated
Kindal Oscar Wilde, 2020-04-14 Written in his distinctively dazzling manner, Oscar Wilde's story of a
fashionable young man who sells his soul for eternal youth and beauty is the author's most popular
work. The tale of Dorian Gray's moral disintegration caused a scandal when it first appeared in
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