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Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe: A Voice from the California Gold Rush Era

louise amelia knapp smith clappe is a name that may not be widely known
today, but her writings offer an invaluable window into one of the most
transformative periods in American history—the California Gold Rush. As an
early female diarist and writer, Clappe captured the raw experiences, social
dynamics, and everyday life of the mining camps during the mid-19th century.
Her letters, often penned under the pseudonym "Dame Shirley," remain
treasured accounts that enrich our understanding of that era.

Exploring the life and legacy of Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe reveals a
remarkable woman whose observations and storytelling continue to resonate
with historians, literary enthusiasts, and anyone curious about this pivotal
chapter in the United States.

The Early Life of Louise Amelia Knapp Smith
Clappe

Born in 1819, Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe grew up in New England, an
environment that nurtured her intellectual curiosity and literary talents.
Coming from a well-educated family, she was encouraged to pursue knowledge
and articulate her thoughts through writing—a skill that would later prove
essential in documenting her unique experiences.

Her marriage to Dr. Fayette Clappe, a man drawn to the opportunities of the
West, led her far from the comforts of home to the rugged and often chaotic
world of California’s mining camps. This move marked the beginning of her
role as an observer and chronicler of one of America’s most dynamic frontier
moments.

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe and the
California Gold Rush

Life in the Mining Camps

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s most significant contribution to history
comes from her letters written during her time at the Sierra Nevada mining
camps between 1851 and 1852. Addressed to her sister, these letters provide a
vivid and intimate portrayal of camp life, far removed from the glamorous
myths commonly associated with the Gold Rush.



She described everything from the harsh living conditions, the challenging
labor, and the camaraderie among miners to the social vices and moral
dilemmas that permeated the camps. Her observations are not only historically
valuable but also deeply human, offering a nuanced look at the hopes,
struggles, and contradictions of this frontier society.

The Pen Name "Dame Shirley"

Choosing to write under the pseudonym "Dame Shirley," Clappe adopted a voice
that was both witty and candid. This allowed her to critique and comment on
the social fabric of the mining communities without the constraints often
placed on women writers of her time. Her letters blend humor, literary
elegance, and sharp insight, making them a rare and compelling female
perspective on a predominantly male world.

The Literary and Historical Significance of
Clappe’s Letters

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s letters are more than personal
correspondence; they are a significant literary artifact that illuminates a
transformative period in American history. Scholars and enthusiasts alike
value her writings for several reasons:

Authentic First-Person Account: Unlike many historical records, Clappe’s
letters provide a direct, diaristic voice from someone living through
the Gold Rush.

Female Perspective: At a time when women’s experiences in the West were
often overlooked, her writings highlight the role and views of women in
frontier society.

Social Commentary: Her reflections touch on important themes such as
gender roles, morality, community, and the impact of rapid social
change.

Additionally, her work has been cited in numerous historical and literary
studies, underlining its enduring relevance.

Understanding the Challenges Faced by Louise



Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe

Living in a mining camp was no easy feat, especially for a woman accustomed
to a more refined lifestyle. Clappe faced numerous challenges, including:

Harsh Environmental Conditions

The Sierra Nevada mining camps were isolated, with limited access to
comfortable housing, food, and medical care. Clappe often wrote about the
cold, damp weather and the difficulties of maintaining health and hygiene in
such a rough setting.

Gender Expectations and Social Isolation

As one of very few women in these male-dominated camps, Louise Amelia Knapp
Smith Clappe had to navigate social expectations carefully. Her letters
reveal moments of loneliness but also her efforts to build community and
assert her intellectual presence among miners.

Legacy and Influence of Louise Amelia Knapp
Smith Clappe

Today, Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s writings serve as a bridge
connecting modern readers to the past. Universities, museums, and historical
societies have preserved and published her letters, ensuring that her unique
voice continues to educate and inspire.

Her legacy also lies in encouraging greater recognition of women’s roles in
shaping Western American history. Through her detailed accounts, Clappe
challenges the traditional narratives that often marginalize women’s
contributions during the Gold Rush.

Where to Find Her Writings

For those interested in exploring her work further, Clappe’s letters have
been compiled in collections such as "Incidents of a Miner’s Life" and are
frequently studied in courses on American history and literature. Digital
archives and historical websites also provide access to her letters, making
it easier than ever to delve into her vivid storytelling.



What Modern Readers Can Learn

Reading Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s letters offers valuable lessons
about resilience, observation, and the power of storytelling. Her ability to
capture the complexity of human nature amid hardship encourages readers to
look beyond surface impressions and appreciate the nuanced realities of
historical events.

Whether you’re a history buff, a literature lover, or simply curious about
life during the Gold Rush, Clappe’s writings provide a compelling and
authentic perspective that enriches our understanding of the past.

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe may not be a household name, but her voice
remains a vital thread in the tapestry of American history, reminding us of
the diverse experiences that have shaped the nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe?
Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe was an American writer known for her
detailed letters and writings about life during the California Gold Rush era.

What is Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe famous for?
She is famous for her series of letters, collectively known as the 'Shirley
Letters,' which provide a vivid and insightful account of life in the mining
camps of California in the 1850s.

When did Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe live?
Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe was born in 1819 and died in 1906.

What are the 'Shirley Letters'?
The 'Shirley Letters' are a collection of letters written by Louise Amelia
Knapp Smith Clappe describing her experiences and observations while living
in the California mining camps during the Gold Rush.

Why did Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe write the
Shirley Letters?
She wrote the Shirley Letters to communicate with her sister, sharing
detailed and personal insights about the challenging and unique conditions of
mining life in California during the 1850s.



How did Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe contribute
to American literature?
Her letters are considered an important part of American frontier literature
and provide valuable historical and cultural perspectives on the California
Gold Rush era.

Where did Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe live
during the Gold Rush?
She lived in the mining town of Rich Bar, California, where her husband
worked as a physician during the Gold Rush.

What themes are commonly found in Louise Amelia
Knapp Smith Clappe’s writings?
Her writings often explore themes of frontier life, gender roles, social
conditions, and the hardships faced by settlers during the California Gold
Rush.

Are the Shirley Letters published and accessible
today?
Yes, the Shirley Letters have been published and are accessible in various
collections and archives, providing historians and readers with a firsthand
account of Gold Rush life.

Additional Resources
Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe: A Pioneering Voice of the California Gold
Rush

louise amelia knapp smith clappe stands as a significant yet often
understated figure in the annals of 19th-century American history. Best known
for her detailed and insightful letters penned during the California Gold
Rush, Clappe’s writings offer a rare, intimate perspective on one of the most
transformative periods in the United States. Her contributions provide
historians, literary scholars, and readers alike with a nuanced understanding
of life in the mining camps, the social dynamics of the era, and the role of
women on the frontier.

The Historical Context of Louise Amelia Knapp



Smith Clappe

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe was born in 1819 in Massachusetts. She
emerged as a prominent writer during the mid-1800s, a period marked by rapid
westward expansion and the feverish rush for gold following the 1848
discovery at Sutter’s Mill. Clappe moved west with her husband, Dr. Fayette
Clappe, and lived in the Sierra Nevada mining camps, most notably at the
North Bloomfield mining area.

The California Gold Rush drew thousands of fortune seekers, mainly men, but
Clappe’s presence as a woman and keen observer set her apart. While many
historical documents from this time focus on the economic and geological
aspects of the gold rush, Clappe’s letters, published under the pseudonym
"Dame Shirley," provide a vivid social commentary unparalleled in American
frontier literature.

In-depth Analysis of Clappe’s Contributions

Literary Style and Significance

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s letters are distinguished by their clear,
descriptive prose and candid tone. Unlike many contemporaneous accounts that
either romanticized or demonized the mining frontier, Clappe’s writings
maintain a balanced, often critical perspective. Her use of the pseudonym
"Dame Shirley" allowed her to express candid observations without the
constraints often placed on women writers of her time.

Her narrative style combined personal anecdote with keen social critique,
making her letters both engaging and informative. This duality enriched the
historical record by offering insights into the everyday lives, struggles,
and aspirations of miners and settlers. Her attention to detail—ranging from
descriptions of mining techniques to the cultural idiosyncrasies of camp
inhabitants—makes her work a valuable primary source.

Documenting the Role of Women in the Gold Rush

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s writings are particularly crucial for
understanding the experiences of women during the Gold Rush. While the
majority of mining camp residents were men, Clappe’s presence and letters
highlight the often-overlooked roles women played, from managing households
to shaping community life.

Her reflections reveal the challenges women faced, including isolation, harsh
living conditions, and limited social opportunities. However, Clappe also



documents the resilience and adaptability of women in this male-dominated
environment. This focus adds a critical gendered dimension to Gold Rush
historiography, which has historically emphasized male narratives.

Comparisons with Contemporary Writers

In comparison to other writers of the Gold Rush era, such as Mark Twain and
Bret Harte, Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s work is less flamboyant but
more intimate and socially conscious. Twain’s works often employed satire and
humor to critique society, while Harte’s stories dramatized frontier life
through fictionalized accounts. Clappe’s letters, by contrast, are grounded
in personal experience and observation, lending them authenticity and
immediacy.

Her voice can also be juxtaposed with other female writers of the 19th
century, such as Harriet Beecher Stowe or Louisa May Alcott, who focused on
different social issues. Clappe’s unique contribution lies in her chronicling
of a specific historical moment through the lens of a woman living it
firsthand.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

The rediscovery and publication of Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s letters
in the 20th century revived interest in her life and work. Today, scholars
and enthusiasts of American history regard her correspondence as a vital
window into the everyday realities of the Gold Rush.

Educational Value

Her letters are frequently included in academic curricula focusing on
American history, women’s studies, and literature. They serve as exemplary
primary documents that encourage critical analysis of historical narratives
and the recognition of diverse perspectives.

Preservation and Availability

Several collections, including university archives and historical societies
in California, preserve Clappe’s letters. Modern editions and digital
archives have made her writings more accessible, contributing to a broader
understanding of the American West’s development.



Key Themes in Clappe’s Letters

Frontier Life: Detailed accounts of daily routines, living conditions,
and social interactions in mining camps.

Gender Roles: Exploration of women’s experiences and challenges in
predominantly male communities.

Social Critique: Observations on morality, community dynamics, and the
impact of greed and ambition.

Environmental Observations: Descriptions of the Sierra Nevada landscape
and the environmental effects of mining.

Health and Medicine: Insights influenced by her husband’s medical
profession, including health issues common in mining towns.

Challenges and Limitations in Clappe’s Work

While Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s letters are invaluable, they are not
without limitations. Her perspective, though progressive for its time,
reflects the biases common to 19th-century middle-class American women. For
instance, her views on Native Americans and some immigrant groups can be seen
as paternalistic or exclusionary by modern standards.

Additionally, as a member of the relatively privileged class within the
mining camp society, her experiences do not fully encompass the diversity of
perspectives, particularly those of lower-class laborers, non-English
speakers, or indigenous peoples.

Nevertheless, these limitations are important to consider in a comprehensive
analysis of her writings and their place in Gold Rush historiography.

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe’s enduring legacy, through her vivid and
thoughtful letters, enriches our understanding of a pivotal era in American
history. Her work bridges the gap between historical fact and human
experience, providing a valuable voice that continues to resonate with
readers and scholars today.

Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe

  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe,
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1949
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Dame Shirley, Thomas C. Russell, 1922 Educated in Amherst, Massachusetts, Louise Amelia Knapp
Smith Clappe (1819-1906) accompanied her physician-husband to California in 1849. The couple
first lived in mining camps where Dr. Clappe practiced medicine and then moved to San Francisco,
where Mrs. Clappe taught in the public schools for more than twenty years. The Shirley letters
(1922) is the book edition of a series of letters written by Mrs. Clappe to her sister in 1851 and 1852.
They were first published under the pseudonym of Dame Shirley in the Pioneer magazine, 1854-55.
In these letters Louise Clappe writes of life in San Francisco and the Feather River mining
communities of Rich Bar and Indian Bar. She focuses on the experiences of women and children, the
perils of miners' work, crime and punishment, and relations with native Hispanic residents and
Native Americans. Bret Harte is said to have based two of his stories on the Shirley letters.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Dame Shirley, Thomas C. Russell, 1922 Educated in Amherst, Massachusetts, Louise Amelia Knapp
Smith Clappe (1819-1906) accompanied her physician-husband to California in 1849. The couple
first lived in mining camps where Dr. Clappe practiced medicine and then moved to San Francisco,
where Mrs. Clappe taught in the public schools for more than twenty years. The Shirley letters
(1922) is the book edition of a series of letters written by Mrs. Clappe to her sister in 1851 and 1852.
They were first published under the pseudonym of Dame Shirley in the Pioneer magazine, 1854-55.
In these letters Louise Clappe writes of life in San Francisco and the Feather River mining
communities of Rich Bar and Indian Bar. She focuses on the experiences of women and children, the
perils of miners' work, crime and punishment, and relations with native Hispanic residents and
Native Americans. Bret Harte is said to have based two of his stories on the Shirley letters.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Dame Shirley, 1922 Educated in Amherst, Massachusetts, Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe
(1819-1906) accompanied her physician-husband to California in 1849. The couple first lived in
mining camps where Dr. Clappe practiced medicine and then moved to San Francisco, where Mrs.
Clappe taught in the public schools for more than twenty years. The Shirley letters (1922) is the
book edition of a series of letters written by Mrs. Clappe to her sister in 1851 and 1852. They were
first published under the pseudonym of Dame Shirley in the Pioneer magazine, 1854-55. In these
letters Louise Clappe writes of life in San Francisco and the Feather River mining communities of
Rich Bar and Indian Bar. She focuses on the experiences of women and children, the perils of
miners' work, crime and punishment, and relations with native Hispanic residents and Native
Americans. Bret Harte is said to have based two of his stories on the Shirley letters.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters From California Mines in 1851-52
Shirley, Thomas C Russell, 2018-10-19 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: California in 1851-52 Dame Shirley, Thomas C. Russell,
1933
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from the California Mines,
1851-1852 , 1970
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Russel Thomas C., 1901



  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Dame Shirley, 2019-11-22 In The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52, Dame Shirley
offers a vivid and intimate portrayal of life during the California Gold Rush through a series of
correspondence. Her writing embodies a unique blend of personal narrative and social commentary,
employing an epistolary style that invites readers into the daily realities of miners, their aspirations,
and the burgeoning communities around them. Set against a backdrop of hardship and opportunity,
her letters reflect the complex fabric of 19th-century American life, revealing the intersections of
gender, class, and ambition during a transformative era of westward expansion. Dame Shirley, the
pseudonym of Louise Amelia Knapp Smith Clappe, was a pioneer of the female voice in American
literature. Her decision to chronicle her experiences in the male-dominated mining camps of
California was both courageous and groundbreaking. Born into a well-to-do family in Massachusetts,
her journey to California was fueled by a spirit of adventure and a commitment to documenting the
untold stories of women in the frontier, showcasing her literary prowess amid societal constraints.
This book is highly recommended for readers interested in American history, women's studies, and
epistolary literature. The Shirley Letters not only enriches our understanding of the Gold Rush era
but also stands as a testament to the resilience and creativity of women writers in shaping America's
literary landscape. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading
experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes,
or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social
currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis
(Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines
and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and
stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different
work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching
message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern
contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving
as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Dame Shirley Notebook Dame Shirley, 1875 Bound journal
containing several manuscript lessons or essays on various styles of sculpture including Greek,
Roman, Spanish, German, English, Flemish, French, and American sculpture. Also includes 11 pages
of loose notes (possibly edits), an albumen print of an ornate pulpit in the Pisa Cathedral sculpted by
Giovanni Pisano, and a small bookplate of Carl I. Wheat, the former owner of the volume.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters From California Mines in
1851-52 Thomas C. Russel, 2015-07-19 Excerpt from The Shirley Letters From California Mines in
1851-52: Being a Series of Twenty-Three Letters From Dame Shirley (Mrs. Louise Amelia Knapp
Smith Clappe) To Her Sister in Massachusetts and Now Reprinted From the Pioneer Magazine of
1854-55, With Synopses of the Letters, a Foreword, and Many Typographical and Ot California, by
Dr. Josiah Royce, in the handsome as well as handy I American Commonwealths series, is, commonly
regarded as the best short history of California ever written, and particularly so as to the early
mining era. Dr. Royce I knew his state, and a more competent writer could hardly have been
selected. Reviewing, in his history, almost everything accessible, worthy of consideration, in
connection with mining-camps, it is noteworthy that the Doctor has much to say concerning the
Shirley Letters. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Louise Clappe, 2020-05-29 The Shirley Letters were written between September 1851 and



November 1852, by Louise Clappe under the pen name Dame Shirley. These letters, addressed to
her sister Molly back east, describe how California mining life was like during the Gold Rush.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Shirley Letters from California Mines in 1851-52
Shirley, Thomas C. Russell, 2014-02 This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This
book may have occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant
marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process.
We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it
back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works
worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and
hope you enjoy this valuable book.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Women Trailblazers of California Gloria G Harris,
Hannah S. Cohen, 2011-11-16 In a series of biographical profiles, this volume celebrates the lives
and achievements of women who made history in the Golden State. Throughout California’s history,
remarkable women have been at the core of change and innovation. In this fascinating volume,
Gloria Harris and Hannah Cohen relate the stories of forty women whose struggles and
achievements have paved the way for generations. Coming from all walks of life and entering a
variety of fields—from activism and conservation to science, medicine, entertainment, and
more—these women overcame prejudice, skepticism and injustice to prove that women can do
anything. Visionary architect Julia Morgan designed Hearst Castle; Dolores Huerta co-founded
United Farm Workers; Donaldina Cameron, the angry angel of Chinatown, rescued brothel workers;
and silent film actress Mary Pickford helped form United Artists Pictures. From fearless pioneers to
determined reformers, Harris and Cohen chronicle the triumphs and disappointments of diverse
women who dared to take risks and break down barriers.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Religion and Society in Frontier California Laurie F.
Maffly-Kipp, Laurie R Maffly-Kipp, 1994-01-01 The chaotic and reputedly immoral behaviour of the
miners who made up the gold rush to the Californian frontier greatly worried the evangelical
protestants from the Northeast. They sent missionaries to spread the word and transplant their
beliefs. This book is the story of that enterprise.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Gold Rush Stories Gary Noy, 2017-05-01 From the
author of Hellacious California!, deeply human stories of the California Gold Rush generation, full of
brutality, tragedy, humor, and prosperity. In less than ten years, more than 300,000 people made the
journey to California, some from as far away as Chile and China. Many of them were dreamers
seeking a better life, like Mifflin Wistar Gibbs, who eventually became the first African American
judge, and Eliza Farnham, an early feminist who founded California's first association to advocate
for women's civil rights. Still others were eccentrics—perhaps none more so than San Francisco's
self-styled king, Norton I, Emperor of the United States. As Gold Rush Stories relates the social
tumult of the world rushing in, so too does it unearth the environmental consequences of the influx,
including the destructive flood of yellow ooze (known as “slickens”) produced by the widespread and
relentless practice of hydraulic mining. In the hands of a native son of the Sierra, these stories and
dozens more reveal the surprising and untold complexities of the Gold Rush. “Seamlessly fuses
academic rigor, original reporting and emotional intensity into one meditation on an era.... If the
task of the historian is to be faithful to lost truths, then Noy's latest exploration succeeds on every
level, and does so in a way that will keep readers wanting to dig deeper into the past.”—Scott
Thomas Anderson, Sierra Lodestar “An original and lively look at all the usual suspects, plus bears,
weather, women, Joaquín, disappointment and dissipation…. Exhaustively researched and highly
entertaining.”—JoAnn Levy, author of They Saw the Elephant: Women in the California Gold Rush
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Updating the Literary West , 1997 Western writers,
says Thomas J. Lyon in his epilogue to Updating the Literary West, have grown up with the frontier
myth but now find themselves in the early stages of creating a new western myth. The editors of the
Literary History of the American West (TCU Press, 1987) hoped that the first volume would begin,
not conclude, their exploration of the West's literary heritage. Out of this hope comes Updating the



Literary West, a comprehensive reference anthology including essays by over one hundred scholars.
A selected bibliography is included with each piece. In the ten years since publication of LHAW,
western writing has developed a significantly larger presence in the national literary stream. A
variety of cultural viewpoints have developed, along with new tactics for literary study. New authors
have risen to prominence, and the range of subjects has changed and widened. Updating the
Literary West looks at topics ranging from western classics to cowboys and Cadillacs and considers
children's literature, ethnicity, environmental writing, gender issues and other topics in which
change has been rapid since publication of LHAW. This volume again affirms the West's literary
legitimacy--status hard earned by the Western Literary Association--and the lasting place of popular
western writing as part of the growing and changing literary--and American--experience. An
excellent reference for a wide range of readers and an invaluable resource for scholars and libraries.
Selected list of contributors: James Maguire Fred Erisman Susan J. Rosowski Gerald Haslam Tom
Pilkington A. Carl Bredahl Richard Slotkin John G. Cawelti Robert F. Gish Ann Ronald Mick
McAllister
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: The Genealogist's Virtual Library Thomas Jay Kemp,
2000 The growing availability of full-text books and journals on the Internet has made vast amounts
of valuable genealogical information available at the touch of a button. The Genealogist's Virtual
Library is a new volume that directs readers to the sites on the web that contain the full text of
books.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: Journeys in Time Elspeth Leacock, Susan Washburn
Buckley, 2001 A historical atlas of America based on twenty expeditions which were undertaken by
real explorers.
  louise amelia knapp smith clappe: American Literary Misfits D. Berton Emerson, 2024-03-25
The study of nineteenth-century American literature has long been tied up with the study of
American democracy. Just as some regions in the United States are elevated to stand in for the
whole nation—New England is a good example—D. Berton Emerson argues the same is true for
American literature of the nineteenth century; a few canonical texts overrepresent the more motley
history of American letters. Emerson examines an eclectic group of literary texts that have rarely, if
ever, been considered representative of “the nation” because of their unseemly characters or plots,
divergence from dominant literary trends of the era, or local particularity. These are his “literary
misfits,” authors and texts that show different forms of egalitarianism in action that existed outside
and even against the dominant liberal narratives of American democracy. Emerson’s unique
contribution is revealing these texts and the people they represent as rich with political knowledge.
This knowledge, he argues, finds its most potent expression in the local. Such texts show us a
different kind of democratic politics: one that is egalitarian, disorderly, and radical rather than
homogeneous.
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