
life studies and for the union dead robert lowell

**Exploring the Depths of Life Studies and For the Union Dead by Robert Lowell**

life studies and for the union dead robert lowell represent two monumental works in American poetry

that not only marked pivotal moments in Robert Lowell’s career but also reshaped the landscape of

confessional poetry. These collections reveal Lowell’s evolving voice, his grappling with personal and

historical themes, and his mastery of form and emotion. Whether you’re a student of poetry, a fan of

mid-20th-century American literature, or simply curious about Lowell’s impact, understanding these two

works together offers a rich, layered appreciation of his craft.

Robert Lowell: A Brief Context

Before diving into the nuances of *Life Studies* and *For the Union Dead*, it’s important to situate

Robert Lowell within his historical and literary context. Born into a prominent Boston family in 1917,

Lowell’s early poetry was heavily influenced by formalist and modernist traditions. However, as the

years progressed, especially during the 1950s and 1960s, his style shifted dramatically. This shift is

embodied in the contrast between *Life Studies* (1959) and *For the Union Dead* (1964).

Lowell was also deeply affected by the political and social upheavals of his time, including World War

II, the civil rights movement, and the Cold War. His poetry reflects these tensions, blending personal

confession with public history.

The Significance of Life Studies in Lowell’s Career

*Life Studies* is often credited as a groundbreaking work that helped define the confessional poetry

movement. Published in 1959, it marked a departure from Lowell’s earlier, more formal and impersonal



style.

What Makes Life Studies Revolutionary?

At its core, *Life Studies* is intensely personal. Lowell exposes his inner struggles, family trauma,

mental illness, and complex relationships. This transparency was unusual at the time and paved the

way for poets like Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton, and John Berryman.

The poems in *Life Studies* often use free verse or looser structures, allowing the emotional intensity

to come through more naturally. The rawness and honesty of pieces like “Skunk Hour” and the

autobiographical “91 Revere Street” reveal Lowell’s courage in confronting painful memories.

Key Themes in Life Studies

- **Mental Illness and Personal Struggle:** Lowell’s battles with bipolar disorder are poignantly

documented, giving the collection an emotional depth.

- **Family and Ancestry:** The poet’s complicated relationship with his parents and his New England

heritage plays a central role.

- **Identity and Self-Reflection:** The poems explore the tension between public persona and private

self.

- **Historical and Social Critique:** Although more personal than political, *Life Studies* doesn’t shy

away from broader societal issues.

For the Union Dead: A Return to Public Consciousness

Five years after *Life Studies*, Lowell published *For the Union Dead* in 1964, a collection that

revisited themes of history, memory, and civic responsibility, but with the personal insights gained from



his earlier confessional work.

Why For the Union Dead Matters

This collection is often seen as a bridge between Lowell’s intimate confessions and his role as a public

poet. The title poem, “For the Union Dead,” juxtaposes the Civil War memorial in Boston with the

changing modern cityscape, reflecting on the loss of ideals and the passage of time.

Lowell’s tone here is more outward-looking and engaged with national identity, race relations, and the

urban experience during the turbulent 1960s.

Thematic Highlights of For the Union Dead

- **Historical Memory:** The poems meditate on America’s past, particularly the Civil War and its

legacy.

- **Urban Decay and Change:** Boston’s transformation serves as a metaphor for cultural and societal

shifts.

- **Race and Social Justice:** The collection touches on the civil rights movement and racial tensions.

- **Mortality and Heroism:** Lowell reflects on death, sacrifice, and the fading of heroic ideals.

Comparing Life Studies and For the Union Dead

Understanding *Life Studies* and *For the Union Dead* side by side offers insights into Lowell’s poetic

evolution.



Stylistic Differences

While *Life Studies* embraces a more confessional, fragmented style with personal anecdotes and

emotional immediacy, *For the Union Dead* revisits formal structures and historical narratives,

blending lyricism with social commentary.

Shift in Focus

- *Life Studies* centers on Lowell’s internal world—his psyche, family, and personal demons.

- *For the Union Dead* expands outward, contemplating collective memory, civic identity, and the state

of the nation.

How Both Collections Reflect Lowell’s Complexity

Together, these works reveal Lowell’s ability to balance the personal and the political, the introspective

and the public. This duality has made him a pivotal figure in American poetry.

Exploring Themes and Techniques in Life Studies and For the

Union Dead

Use of Imagery and Symbolism

Lowell’s skillful use of imagery brings his themes to life. For example:

- In *Life Studies*, the “skunk hour” symbolizes isolation and encroaching darkness.



- In *For the Union Dead*, the sinking statue of Colonel Shaw serves as a powerful image of lost valor

and changing times.

Confessional Elements

Lowell’s willingness to expose his vulnerabilities in *Life Studies* opened the door for confessional

poetry. His candid exploration of mental illness and family dysfunction humanizes him and invites

readers into an intimate space.

Engagement with History and Society

*For the Union Dead* demonstrates Lowell’s commitment to engaging with America’s historical

consciousness. His reflections on race, war, and urban life make the collection resonate beyond

personal memoir, addressing collective American experience.

Why Study Life Studies and For the Union Dead Today?

Both collections remain relevant for contemporary readers and writers. They offer lessons on how

poetry can serve as a mirror to both the self and society.

- **For Students:** These works are essential for understanding the development of 20th-century

American poetry and the confessional movement.

- **For Poets:** Lowell’s blending of personal narrative with historical awareness can inspire new

approaches to lyric and narrative poetry.

- **For Readers:** The emotional honesty and societal critique encourage empathy and critical

reflection.



Tips for Reading Lowell’s Work

- **Read Slowly and Reflectively:** Lowell’s poems often contain dense allusions and layered

meanings.

- **Research Historical Context:** Understanding the Civil War, Boston’s history, and 1960s America

enriches the experience.

- **Notice Shifts in Tone and Form:** Pay attention to how Lowell’s style changes between and within

collections.

- **Explore Related Poets:** Reading contemporaries like Elizabeth Bishop, John Berryman, and Anne

Sexton can deepen appreciation for the confessional tradition.

Legacy of Life Studies and For the Union Dead

Robert Lowell’s contributions through these collections have left a lasting imprint on poetry. They

challenge readers to confront uncomfortable truths about the self and society while demonstrating

poetry’s power to capture the complexity of human experience.

By engaging with *Life Studies* and *For the Union Dead*, readers embark on a journey through

emotional vulnerability, historical awareness, and artistic innovation—an exploration that remains as

vital today as it was when Lowell first penned these works.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Robert Lowell's poem 'For the Union

Dead'?

'For the Union Dead' explores themes of history, memory, and the passage of time, reflecting on the

legacy of the Civil War and the changes in modern society.



How does Robert Lowell use imagery in 'For the Union Dead'?

Lowell uses vivid and contrasting imagery, such as the juxtaposition of the heroic past represented by

the Civil War monument and the decaying urban environment, to emphasize loss and nostalgia.

What is the significance of the title 'For the Union Dead'?

The title honors the fallen soldiers of the Union during the American Civil War, serving as a reminder

of sacrifice amidst contemporary societal changes.

How does 'Life Studies' reflect Robert Lowell's poetic style and

personal themes?

'Life Studies' marks a shift to a more confessional style in Lowell's poetry, focusing on personal

experience, mental illness, family, and introspection.

In what ways did 'Life Studies' influence modern American poetry?

'Life Studies' is considered a landmark work that helped popularize confessional poetry, influencing

poets to explore personal and psychological themes more openly.

What historical context is important to understanding 'For the Union

Dead'?

Understanding the Civil Rights Movement and urban development in 1960s Boston provides important

context, as Lowell contrasts the noble past with societal and racial tensions of his time.

How does Robert Lowell's 'For the Union Dead' relate to the themes of

'Life Studies'?

Both works explore themes of history, personal and collective memory, and the complexities of identity,

blending public and private concerns through Lowell's evolving poetic voice.



Additional Resources

Life Studies and For the Union Dead: Robert Lowell’s Poetic

Evolution

life studies and for the union dead robert lowell represent two pivotal works that chart the

transformation of one of America’s most influential poets. Robert Lowell, a towering figure in mid-20th-

century poetry, is known for his candid exploration of personal and historical themes. These collections

not only showcase his literary prowess but also reflect broader shifts in American poetry during the

post-war period. Analyzing *Life Studies* and *For the Union Dead* together offers an insightful

window into Lowell’s evolving style, thematic preoccupations, and his impact on the confessional

poetry movement.

Exploring the Context of Robert Lowell’s Major Works

Before delving into the comparative analysis of *Life Studies* and *For the Union Dead*, it is essential

to contextualize these works within Lowell’s career and the wider literary environment. Published in

1959, *Life Studies* marked a significant departure from Lowell’s earlier formalist style. The collection

embraced a more personal, confessional tone, blending the poet’s own struggles with mental illness,

family history, and intimate experiences. This shift was groundbreaking in American poetry, influencing

contemporaries like Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton.

*For the Union Dead*, published in 1964, further develops Lowell’s engagement with history and social

commentary. The title poem, “For the Union Dead,” is emblematic of Lowell’s ability to fuse personal

reflection with public concerns, particularly issues surrounding American identity, race, and memory.

This collection revisits formal structures but infuses them with a renewed urgency and relevance amid

the social upheavals of the 1960s.



Stylistic Evolution: From Formalism to Confessionalism

One of the most striking features when comparing *Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert

Lowell* collections is the poet’s stylistic evolution. Lowell’s early poetry, including works prior to *Life

Studies*, was heavily influenced by New Criticism, emphasizing strict meter and traditional forms.

However, with *Life Studies*, Lowell embraced free verse and more conversational language, reflecting

the emerging confessional style.

This stylistic shift allowed Lowell to address deeply personal subjects — his mental health battles,

family dysfunction, and personal loss — with unprecedented openness. Poems like “Skunk Hour” and

“Waking in the Blue” illustrate this intimate tone, breaking away from the detached objectivity that

characterized much of his earlier work.

In contrast, *For the Union Dead* sees Lowell revisiting more structured forms but with a nuanced

approach. The titular poem employs sonnet-like elements while incorporating vivid imagery and a

reflective tone. This blend of formality and emotional depth illustrates Lowell’s mature voice,

synthesizing his experimental tendencies with classical influences.

Thematic Concerns in Life Studies and For the Union Dead

Thematically, *Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert Lowell* collections provide a rich tapestry

of American life, personal identity, and historical consciousness. *Life Studies* is rooted predominantly

in the personal and autobiographical. Lowell’s exploration of his troubled family history — including the

legacy of his grandfather, a Civil War general — serves as a backdrop for broader reflections on

heritage and personal trauma.

Conversely, *For the Union Dead* expands its scope to encompass social and political issues,

reflecting the growing tensions of the 1960s. In the title poem, Lowell juxtaposes the heroic memory of

the Civil War with the contemporary urban landscape of Boston, highlighting the erosion of historical



consciousness amid modern consumerism and racial segregation. The poem’s allusions to the Boston

Garden and the demolition of a public swimming pool symbolize the loss of communal spaces and the

marginalization of African Americans.

This dual focus on the personal and the public underscores Lowell’s capacity to engage with multiple

layers of American experience, making his poetry resonate on both intimate and societal levels.

Critical Reception and Legacy

The publication of *Life Studies* was met with critical acclaim and is often credited with launching the

confessional poetry movement. The raw emotional honesty and innovative form challenged traditional

poetic norms and inspired a generation of poets to explore their inner lives candidly. Esteemed critics

like Randall Jarrell praised Lowell’s ability to “write about himself without self-pity,” highlighting the

collection’s artistic courage.

*For the Union Dead* received a more mixed reception, with some critics noting a return to formalism

as a step back from the radical openness of *Life Studies*. However, many recognized the collection’s

profound engagement with social issues and its poetic craftsmanship. The title poem, in particular,

remains a staple in American poetry anthologies and continues to be studied for its nuanced treatment

of history and identity.

Together, these works cement Lowell’s status as a transformative figure in American literature. They

showcase his versatility and willingness to evolve, balancing personal confession with historical

reflection.

Comparative Features of Life Studies and For the Union Dead

Tone: *Life Studies* is confessional and intimate, while *For the Union Dead* adopts a more



public, reflective tone.

Form: *Life Studies* favors free verse and conversational style; *For the Union Dead* revisits

formal structures with innovative flexibility.

Themes: Personal trauma and family history dominate *Life Studies*; *For the Union Dead*

expands to social commentary and historical memory.

Impact: *Life Studies* influenced the confessional poetry movement; *For the Union Dead*

highlighted poetry’s role in social critique.

Robert Lowell’s Influence on Contemporary Poetry

Understanding *Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert Lowell* is crucial for appreciating the

trajectory of contemporary American poetry. Lowell’s candid exploration of mental illness and family

dynamics opened doors for poets to engage with personal subject matter without artifice. His

willingness to confront uncomfortable truths paved the way for a more authentic poetic voice.

Moreover, Lowell’s integration of historical and societal concerns demonstrated poetry’s potential as a

medium for cultural critique. In an era marked by civil rights struggles and political unrest, *For the

Union Dead* serves as a poignant reminder of poetry’s capacity to reflect and challenge societal

values.

Modern poets continue to draw inspiration from Lowell’s blending of personal and public themes, his

formal experimentation, and his commitment to emotional honesty. As such, his works remain relevant,

studied, and revered within literary circles.



Key Poems to Explore

For readers seeking to delve into *Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert Lowell*, several poems

stand out as essential:

“Skunk Hour” (*Life Studies*): A hallmark of Lowell’s confessional style, exploring personal1.

despair and existential anxiety.

“Waking in the Blue” (*Life Studies*): Reflects on mental illness and familial relationships with2.

stark honesty.

“For the Union Dead” (*For the Union Dead*): Contrasts historical memory with contemporary3.

urban decay and racial tensions.

“The Public Garden” (*For the Union Dead*): Examines social change and the loss of innocence4.

in public spaces.

These poems embody the core themes and stylistic innovations that define Lowell’s mid-career work.

Conclusion

Examining *Life Studies and For the Union Dead Robert Lowell* side by side reveals a poet in

continuous evolution, responding to personal challenges and societal changes. Lowell’s contributions

transcend mere literary achievement; they reflect a dynamic engagement with the complexities of

identity, history, and culture. His work remains a touchstone for understanding the development of

modern American poetry and its ongoing dialogue with the self and society.



Life Studies And For The Union Dead Robert Lowell

  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Life Studies and for the Union Dead
Robert Lowell, 1976
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Life Studies Robert Lowell, 2001 Life
Studies was first published in 1959. 'In Life Studies the pathos of the local colour of the past - of the
lives and deaths of his father and mother and grandfather and uncle, crammed full of their own
varied and placid absurdity - is the background that sets off the desperate knife-edged absurdity of
the jailed conscientious objector among gangsters and Jehovah's witnesses, the private citizen
returning to his baby, older now, from the mental hospital. He sees things as being part of history; if
you say about his poor detailedly eccentric, trust-fund Lowells: 'but they weren't,' he can answer:
'They are now.'' Randall Jarrell
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Life Studies and For the Union Dead
Robert Lowell, 2007-10-16 Robert Lowell, with Elizabeth Bishop, stands apart as the greatest
American poet of the latter half of the twentieth century—and Life Studies and For the Union Dead
stand as among his most important volumes. In Life Studies, which was first published in 1959,
Lowell moved away from the formality of his earlier poems and started writing in a more
confessional vein. The title poem of For the Union Dead concerns the death of the Civil War hero
(and Lowell ancestor) Robert Gould Shaw, but it also largely centers on the contrast between
Boston's idealistic past and its debased present at the time of its writing, in the early 1960's.
Throughout, Lowell addresses contemporaneous subjects in a voice and style that themselves push
beyond the accepted forms and constraints of the time.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Robert Lowell Steven Axelrod, Helen
Deese, 1986 Robert Lowell is one of the most widely recognised and influential poets of the second
half of this century. Yet his career is problematical and raises many questions about direction and
quality, particularly in light of his repeated reorientation of thematic concern and poetic technique.
Many previous studies of the poet have accounted for these radical differences in Lowell's work by
examining the poet's private life, but this collection of essays attempts to reassess Lowell's poetry
and to restimulate critical thinking about it by focusing on his texts to raise new questions and
discussions about the work. The twelve essays in this volume, by many of the most distinguished
scholars in the field, offer a chronological review of Robert Lowell's career as a poet. The book
includes pieces on major works such as Lord Weary's Castle, Life Studies, For the Union Dead,
'Skunk Hour', Notebook, the sonnets of 1969-73 as well as four essays devoted to Lowell's last
complete and often neglected work, Day by Day. Employing a variety of methodologies, the essays
arrive at innovative and, often, controversial interpretations of Lowell's poems.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: A Study Guide for Robert Lowell's "For
the Union Dead" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-03-13 A Study Guide for Robert Lowell's For the
Union Dead, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students.This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of
your research needs.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Twentieth-century Poetry, Fiction, Theory
Harry Raphael Garvin, John D. Kirkland, 1977 The issues addressed in this volume include the limits
of language and the need for linguistic form, the significance of creating.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Robert Lowell's Imitations and the Cold
War Simon van Schalkwyk, 2025-08-07 The first book-length study focusing on Robert Lowell's
career-long preoccupation with the liberal mode of translational adaptation known as imitation.
Robert Lowell's Imitations and the Cold War argues that Lowell's imitations are simultaneously
symptomatic of and critically responsive to familiar nodes of Cold War ideology such as containment
and contamination, secrecy and security, post-imperial U.S. expansion and Empire. It departs from

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/life-studies-and-for-the-union-dead-robert-lowell.pdf


studies focused solely on Imitations (1961), Lowell's book-length collection of translational
adaptations, by demonstrating how imitation shadows Lowell's work from his earliest collections,
Land of Unlikeness (1944) and Lord Weary's Castle (1946), through his celebrated mid-career
collections, Life Studies (1959) and For the Union Dead (1964), and to later works such as Near the
Ocean (1969) and his contributions of adaptations from the Russian of Anna Akhmatova and Osip
Mandelstam collected in Olga Carlisle's anthology, Poets on Street Corners (1967). Simon van
Schalkwyk excavates the imitational substrate undergirding and informing Lowell's compositional
method and poetic imagination throughout the course of his career. In so doing, he shows how
imitation enacts, at the level of form, Lowell's restless investment in Cold War geopolitics and
literary networks in ways that inform, develop, and complicate his more conventional canonization
as an unquestionably 'American' poet preoccupied solely and simplistically with personal or
autobiographical modes of poetic 'confession'. As literary sites at which containment's dualities,
porosities, leakages, and contaminants are most clearly displayed, Lowell's imitations simultaneously
challenge and develop our understanding of confession's presumably strict preoccupation with the
personal, regional and national frameworks through which Lowell has commonly been understood.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: The Architecture of Address Jake Adam
York, 2005 First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Twentieth-Century American Poetry
Christopher MacGowan, 2008-04-15 Written by a leading authority on William Carlos Williams, this
book provides a wide-ranging and stimulating guide to twentieth-century American poetry. A
wide-ranging and stimulating critical guide to twentieth-century American poetry. Written by a
leading authority on the innovative modernist poet, William Carlos Williams. Explores the material,
historical and social contexts in which twentieth-century American poetry was produced. Includes a
biographical dictionary of major writers with extended entries on poets ranging from Robert Frost to
Adrienne Rich. Contains a section on key texts considering major works, such as ‘The Waste Land’,
‘North & South’, ‘Howl’ and ‘Ariel’. The final section draws out key themes, such as American
poetry, politics and war, and the process of anthologizing at the end of the century.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Robert Lowell's Language of the Self
Katharine Wallingford, 2018-08-25 Katharine Wallingford's incisive study treats Robert Lowell's
work as a poetry of self-examination and explores the ways in which he used methods common to
psychoanalysis and other forms of psychotherapy in his poetry. Although he was never
psychoanalyzed in a strictly Freudian sense, Lowell spent many years in psychotherapy. Wallingford
stresses not the pathological aspects of Lowell's work, however, but rather his lifelong process of
self-examination, a process with ethical as well as psychological dimensions. She links this process
to the tradition of self-scrutiny that Lowell inherited from his New England Puritan ancestors.
Through close readings of the poetry and of unpublished drafts of several poems as well as letters
from Lowell to George Santayana, Allen Tate, and his cousin Harriet Winslow, Wallingford treats
Lowell's use of specific psychoanalytic techniques: free association, repetition, concentration on the
relation between the poet and the other to whom he addresses himself, and the use of memory to
probe the past. The book considers as well the role the narrative plays in these psychoanalytic and
poetic techniques. Lowell believed firmly in the identity of self and language -- one life, one writing --
and this study brings us closer to an understanding both of the poet and of his dense and moving
poetry. It enriches our reading of Lowell's poetry by calling attention to the ways in which his poetic
techniques are analogous to and to some extent derived from psychoanalytic techniques --
techniques that have in our time become integrated into our culture as a whole. Originally published
in 1988. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital
technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of
print. These editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable
paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: 1960 Al Filreis, 2021-10-26 In 1960, when



World War II might seem to have been receding into history, a number of artists and writers instead
turned back to it. They chose to confront the unprecedented horror and mass killing of the war,
searching for new creative and political possibilities after the conservatism of the 1950s in the long
shadow of genocide. Al Filreis recasts 1960 as a turning point to offer a groundbreaking account of
postwar culture. He examines an eclectic group of artistic, literary, and intellectual figures who
strove to create a new language to reckon with the trauma of World War II and to imagine a new
world. Filreis reflects on the belatedness of this response to the war and the Holocaust and shows
how key works linked the legacies of fascism and antisemitism with American racism. In grappling
with the memory of the war, he demonstrates, artists reclaimed the radical elements of modernism
and brought forth original ideas about testimony to traumatic history. 1960 interweaves the lives
and works of figures across high and popular culture—including Chinua Achebe, Hannah Arendt,
James Baldwin, Amiri Baraka, Paul Celan, John Coltrane, Frantz Fanon, Roberto Rossellini, Muriel
Rukeyser, Rod Serling, and Louis Zukofsky—and considers art forms spanning poetry, fiction,
memoir, film, painting, sculpture, teleplays, musical theater, and jazz. A deeply interdisciplinary
cultural, literary, and intellectual history, this book also offers fresh perspective on the beginning of
the 1960s.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Warren, Jarrell, and Lowell Joan
Romano Shifflett, 2020-06-03 Robert Penn Warren, Randall Jarrell, and Robert Lowell maintained
lifelong, well-documented friendships with one another, often discussing each other’s work in
private correspondence and published reviews. Joan Romano Shifflett’s Warren, Jarrell, and Lowell:
Collaboration in the Reshaping of American Poetry traces the artistic and personal connections
between the three writers. Her study uncovers the significance of their parallel literary development
and reevaluates dominant views of how American poetry evolved during the mid-twentieth century.
Familiar accounts of literary history, most prominently the celebration of Lowell’s Life Studies as a
revolutionary breakthrough into confessional poetry, have obscured the significance of the deep
connections that Lowell shared with Warren and Jarrell. They all became quite close in the 1930s,
with the content and style of their early poetry revealing the impact of their mentors John Crowe
Ransom and Allen Tate, whose aesthetics the three would ultimately modify and transform. The
three poets achieved professional maturity and success in the 1940s, during which time they relied
on one another’s honest critiques as they experimented with changes in subject matter and modes of
expression. Shifflett shows that their works of the late 1940s were heavily influenced by Robert
Frost. This period found Warren, Jarrell, and Lowell infusing ostensibly simple verse with
multifaceted layers of meaning, capturing the language of speech in diction and rhythm, and striving
to raise human experience to a universal level. During the 1950s, the three poets became public
figures, producing major works that addressed the nation’s postwar need to reconnect with
humanity. Warren, Jarrell, and Lowell continued to respond in interlocking ways throughout the
1960s, with each writer using innovative stylistic techniques to create a colloquy with readers that
directed attention away from superficial matters and toward the important work of self-reflection.
Drawing from biographical materials and correspondence, along with detailed readings of many
poems, Warren, Jarrell, and Lowell offers a compelling new perspective on the shaping of
twentieth-century American poetry.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: The American Idea Robert Vare,
2008-12-10 “What is ‘the American idea’? It is the fractious, maddening approach to the conduct of
human affairs that values equality despite its elusiveness, that values democracy despite its
debasement, that values pluralism despite its messiness, that values the institutions of civic culture
despite their flaws, and that values public life as something higher and greater than the sum of all
our private lives. The founders of the magazine valued these things—and they valued the immense
amount of effort it takes to preserve them from generation to generation.” --The Editors of The
Atlantic Monthly, 2006 This landmark collection of writings by the illustrious contributors of The
Atlantic Monthly is a one-of-a-kind education in the history of American ideas. The Atlantic Monthly
was founded in 1857 by a remarkable group that included some of the towering figures of



nineteenth-century intellectual life: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, and James Russell Lowell.For 150 years, the magazine has continued to
honor its distinguished pedigree by publishing many of America’s most prominent political
commentators, journalists, historians, humorists, storytellers, and poets. Throughout the magazine’s
history, Atlantic contributors have unflinchingly confronted the fundamental subjects of the
American experience: war and peace, science and religion, the conundrum of race, the role of
women, the plight of the cities, the struggle to preserve the environment, the strengths and failings
of our politics, and, especially, America’s proper place in the world. This extraordinary anthology
brings together many of the magazine’s most acclaimed and influential articles. “Broken Windows,”
by James Q. Wilson and George L. Kelling, took on the problem of inner-city crime and gave birth to
a new way of thinking about law enforcement. “The Roots of Muslim Rage,” by Bernard Lewis,
prophetically warned of the dangers posed to the West by rising Islamic extremism. “Letter from
Birmingham Jail,” by Martin Luther King, Jr., became one of the twentieth century’s most famous
reflections upon—and calls for—racial equality. And “The Fifty-first State,” by James Fallows,
previewed in astonishing detailthe mess in which America would find itself in Iraqa full six months
before the invasion.The collection also highlights some of The Atlantic’s finest moments in fiction
and poetry—from the likes of Twain, Whitman, Frost, Hemingway, Nabokov, and Bellow—affirming
the central role of literature in defining and challenging American society. Rarely has an anthology
so vividly captured America. Serious and comic, touching and tough, The American Idea paints a
fascinating portrait of who we are, where we have come from, and where we are going.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: American Poetry since 1945 Eleanor
Spencer-Regan, 2017-09-16 This book features a collection of essays on some of the key poets of
post-war America, written by leading scholars in the field. All the essays have been newly
commissioned to take account of the diverse movements in American poetry since 1945, and also to
reflect, retrospectively, on some of the major talents that have shaped its development. In the
aftermath of the Second World War, American poets took stock of their own tumultuous past but
faced the future with radically new artistic ideals and commitments. More than ever before,
American poetry spoke with its own distinctive accents and declared its own dreams and desires.
This is the era of confessionalism, beat poetry, protest poetry, and avant-garde postmodernism. This
book explores the work of John Berryman, Robert Lowell, Elizabeth Bishop, Adrienne Rich, and
Sylvia Plath, as well as contemporary African American poets and new poetic voices emerging in the
21st century. This New Casebook introduces the major American poets of the post-war generation,
evaluates their achievements in the light of changing critical opinion, and offers lively, incisive
readings of some of the most challenging and enthralling poetry of the modern era.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Radical Artifice Marjorie Perloff, 1991
Explores the intricate relationships of postmodern poetics to the culture of network television,
advertising layout, and the computer. Perloff argues that poetry today, like the visual arts and
theater, is always contaminated by the language of mass media. Among the many poets Perloff
discusses are John Ashbery, George Oppen, Susan Howe, Clark Coolidge, Lyn Hejinian, Leslie
Scalapino, Charles Bernstein, Johanna Drucker, Steve McCaffery, and preeminently, John
Cage--Publisher.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Forgotten African American Firsts
Hans Ostrom, J. David Macey Jr., 2023-03-16 Winner of the 2024 RUSA Outstanding Reference
Award This book introduces students to African-American innovators and their contributions to art,
entertainment, sports, politics, religion, business, and popular culture. While the achievements of
such individuals as Barack Obama, Toni Morrison, and Thurgood Marshall are well known, many
accomplished African Americans have been largely forgotten or deliberately erased from the
historical record in America. This volume introduces students to those African Americans whose
successes in entertainment, business, sports, politics, and other fields remain poorly understood. Dr.
Charles Drew, whose pioneering research on blood transfusions saved thousands of lives during
World War II; Mae Jemison, an engineer who in 1992 became the first African American woman to



travel in outer space; and Ethel Waters, the first African American to star in her own television
show, are among those chronicled in Forgotten African American Firsts. With nearly 150 entries
across 17 categories, this book has been carefully curated to showcase the inspiring stories of
African Americans whose hard work, courage, and talent have led the course of history in the United
States and around the world.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Eliot, Auden, Lowell Lachlan Mackinnon,
1983-06-18
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: Robert Lowell, Nihilist as Hero Vereen
M. Bell, 1983 Vereen Bell gives us a subtly reasoned account of the pattern of Lowell's poetry is
characterized above all by its chronic and systematic pessimism, but that, paradoxically, Lowell's
reluctance to accept the consequences of his own unsparing vision is what gives his poetry its vigor,
richness, and tonal complexity.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: On the Inconvenience of Other People
Lauren Berlant, 2022-07-11 In On the Inconvenience of Other People Lauren Berlant continues to
explore our affective engagement with the world. Berlant focuses on the encounter with and the
desire for the bother of other people and objects, showing that to be driven toward attachment is to
desire to be inconvenienced. Drawing on a range of sources, including Last Tango in Paris, Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Claudia Rankine, Christopher Isherwood, Bhanu Kapil, the Occupy movement, and
resistance to anti-Black state violence, Berlant poses inconvenience as an affective relation and
considers how we might loosen our attachments in ways that allow us to build new forms of life.
Collecting strategies for breaking apart a world in need of disturbing, the book’s experiments in
thought and writing cement Berlant’s status as one of the most inventive and influential thinkers of
our time.
  life studies and for the union dead robert lowell: WLA , 1999
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