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Guerrilla Movements in Latin America: A Deep Dive into History, Impact, and Legacy

guerrilla movements in latin america have played a significant and often tumultuous role in shaping the

political and social landscape of the region. From the dense jungles of Colombia to the mountains of

Peru and the rural areas of Central America, guerrilla groups have emerged as both symbols of

resistance and catalysts for conflict. Understanding these movements requires looking beyond the

headlines to grasp the historical context, motivations, and consequences that continue to influence

Latin American countries today.

The Origins of Guerrilla Movements in Latin America

The rise of guerrilla movements in Latin America cannot be separated from the broader socio-political

conditions that plagued the region throughout the 20th century. Economic inequality, political

repression, and foreign intervention created fertile ground for revolutionary ideas and armed

resistance.

Historical Context and Influences

After World War II, many Latin American countries experienced rapid social changes without

corresponding political reforms. Authoritarian regimes, military dictatorships, and oligarchic rule

suppressed dissent and marginalized large segments of the population. Inspired by global movements

such as the Cuban Revolution in 1959, numerous leftist groups adopted guerrilla warfare as a means

to challenge the status quo.

The Cuban Revolution, led by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara, became a beacon for many guerrilla



fighters. Guevara’s ideas on guerrilla warfare emphasized small, mobile groups using hit-and-run

tactics, relying heavily on peasant support. This approach spread across the continent and motivated

groups to organize armed resistance.

Key Factors Behind the Emergence

Several factors contributed to the proliferation of guerrilla groups in Latin America:

Political Repression: Military coups and harsh crackdowns on opposition left little room for

peaceful political engagement.

Economic Inequality: Landlessness, poverty, and lack of access to education created widespread

discontent.

Cold War Dynamics: The United States and the Soviet Union’s rivalry often played out in Latin

America, with both sides supporting different factions.

Rural Marginalization: Many guerrilla groups found their base among rural peasants who felt

neglected by central governments.

Prominent Guerrilla Movements Across Latin America

Different countries saw the rise of distinct guerrilla groups, each shaped by local conditions and

leadership. While some achieved notable political influence, others remained primarily armed

insurgencies.



FARC in Colombia

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia –

FARC) is arguably the most famous guerrilla group in Latin America. Founded in 1964 as a Marxist-

Leninist organization, FARC aimed to represent rural peasants and overthrow Colombia’s government.

Their tactics included guerrilla warfare, kidnappings, and controlling large swaths of rural territory.

For decades, FARC was involved in a brutal conflict with the Colombian state, one of the longest-

running armed conflicts in the Western Hemisphere. The group’s involvement in drug trafficking and

violent acts complicated peace efforts. However, after years of negotiations, a historic peace

agreement was signed in 2016, marking a significant turning point.

Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) in Peru

Another significant guerrilla movement was the Sendero Luminoso, or Shining Path, in Peru. Founded

by Abimael Guzmán in the late 1960s, this Maoist insurgency sought to overthrow the Peruvian

government and establish a communist state. Known for its extreme violence and ideological rigidity,

the Shining Path targeted both government forces and civilians alike.

The Peruvian state’s counterinsurgency efforts, combined with internal divisions within the group,

eventually weakened Sendero Luminoso by the 1990s. Guzmán’s capture in 1992 marked a pivotal

moment in reducing the group's influence.

Sandinistas in Nicaragua

The Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) in Nicaragua represents one of the few guerrilla

movements that successfully transitioned to political power. Emerging in the 1960s, the Sandinistas

fought against the Somoza dictatorship, which was supported by the US.



In 1979, the Sandinistas overthrew the regime and established a leftist government. Their rule was

marked by ambitious social reforms but also by conflict with the US-backed Contra rebels. The

Sandinista experience illustrates how guerrilla movements can evolve into political actors shaping

national policy.

The Tactics and Strategies of Guerrilla Warfare

Understanding the tactics used by guerrilla movements in Latin America sheds light on both their

successes and failures. Guerrilla warfare emphasizes flexibility, popular support, and asymmetric

conflict against better-equipped state armies.

Hit-and-Run Attacks and Sabotage

Guerrilla fighters typically avoid direct confrontations with regular military forces. Instead, they employ

hit-and-run attacks, ambushes, and sabotage to disrupt government operations and maintain pressure.

This approach was effective in challenging state control over rural areas and creating zones of

influence.

Mobilizing the Rural Population

A key to sustaining guerrilla movements was securing the support—or at least the acquiescence—of

rural communities. Fighters often embedded themselves in villages, providing social services or

protection. This relationship was critical in recruiting new members and



Frequently Asked Questions

What are guerrilla movements in Latin America?

Guerrilla movements in Latin America are armed revolutionary groups that use irregular warfare tactics

to challenge established governments, often aiming for social, political, or economic change.

Which countries in Latin America have historically experienced

significant guerrilla movements?

Countries such as Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Peru have historically experienced

significant guerrilla movements.

What was the role of the Cuban Revolution in inspiring guerrilla

movements across Latin America?

The Cuban Revolution (1953-1959) successfully overthrew the Batista regime and became a symbol of

anti-imperialist struggle, inspiring numerous guerrilla movements across Latin America to adopt similar

revolutionary tactics and ideologies.

Who were the key leaders of Latin American guerrilla movements?

Notable leaders include Che Guevara (Argentina/Cuba), Subcomandante Marcos (Mexico), Abimael

Guzmán (Peru, Shining Path), and FARC leaders like Manuel Marulanda in Colombia.

What tactics do guerrilla movements in Latin America typically use?

They use tactics such as ambushes, sabotage, hit-and-run attacks, blending with local populations,

and propaganda to destabilize governments and gain popular support.



How have Latin American governments responded to guerrilla

movements?

Governments have responded with a mix of military counterinsurgency operations, peace negotiations,

social reforms, and sometimes human rights abuses to suppress guerrilla activities.

What impact did the FARC have on Colombia?

FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) was involved in a decades-long armed conflict

causing thousands of deaths and displacement, but also engaging in peace talks resulting in a 2016

peace agreement.

How did the Sandinista movement in Nicaragua influence Latin

American guerrilla warfare?

The Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) overthrew the Somoza dictatorship in 1979,

demonstrating successful guerrilla warfare leading to political power, inspiring other leftist movements

in the region.

What role did Cold War geopolitics play in Latin American guerrilla

movements?

During the Cold War, the US and USSR backed different sides; the US often supported governments

against leftist guerrillas to contain communism, while Soviet and Cuban support bolstered some

guerrilla groups.

Are guerrilla movements still active in Latin America today?

While many guerrilla groups have demobilized or transitioned into political parties, some, like dissident

factions of FARC and ELN in Colombia, remain active in limited capacities.



Additional Resources

Guerrilla Movements in Latin America: A Historical and Contemporary Analysis

guerrilla movements in latin america have played a significant role in shaping the political, social, and

economic landscapes of the region over the past century. Emerging primarily in response to

authoritarian regimes, social inequalities, and foreign interventions, these insurgencies have been both

catalysts for change and sources of prolonged conflict. Understanding the evolution, motivations, and

impacts of guerrilla movements in Latin America is essential for comprehending the broader dynamics

of regional stability and governance.

Historical Context and Origins

The roots of guerrilla movements in Latin America can be traced back to the mid-20th century, a

period marked by widespread social unrest, Cold War tensions, and the rise of authoritarian

governments. These movements often emerged as armed resistance groups opposing oppressive

regimes, military dictatorships, and economic elites who controlled the majority of resources.

One of the earliest and most influential guerrilla movements was the Cuban Revolution led by Fidel

Castro and Che Guevara in the 1950s. Their success in overthrowing the Batista dictatorship inspired

a wave of leftist insurgencies across Latin America. The Cuban example highlighted the potential of

rural-based guerrilla warfare, combining political ideology with armed struggle to mobilize marginalized

populations.

Key Drivers of Guerrilla Movements

Several factors contributed to the proliferation of guerrilla movements in Latin America:



Social Inequality: Stark disparities in land ownership, wealth distribution, and access to education

created fertile ground for revolutionary ideas.

Political Repression: Military coups and authoritarian regimes often suppressed dissent, leaving

armed resistance as one of the few avenues for opposition.

Foreign Influence: The Cold War context saw the United States and the Soviet Union supporting

various factions, intensifying conflicts.

Indigenous and Peasant Rights: Many guerrilla groups championed the rights of indigenous

populations and rural peasants excluded from political processes.

Prominent Guerrilla Movements in Latin America

Several guerrilla movements have become emblematic of the region’s complex insurgency history.

While differing in ideology and methodology, they share common themes of resistance against

perceived injustice.

FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia)

Founded in 1964, FARC is arguably Latin America’s longest-lasting guerrilla movement. Originating as

a Marxist-Leninist peasant militia, FARC aimed to overthrow the Colombian government and establish

a communist state. Over decades, it evolved into a powerful insurgent group involved in guerrilla

warfare, narcotrafficking, and political negotiations.

FARC’s impact on Colombia has been profound, contributing to one of the world’s longest internal

conflicts. Despite peace talks culminating in a 2016 agreement and partial demobilization, remnants of



FARC and splinter groups remain active, illustrating the challenges of post-conflict integration.

Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) - Peru

Emerging in the early 1980s, Sendero Luminoso was a Maoist guerrilla group seeking to overthrow

Peru’s government through violent revolution. Its brutal tactics, including targeting civilians and political

opponents, led to widespread condemnation and counterinsurgency campaigns by the state.

Although Sendero Luminoso’s influence has diminished significantly since the 1990s, its legacy

continues to impact Peru’s political discourse and security strategies.

EZLN (Zapatista Army of National Liberation) - Mexico

Unlike many armed groups focused solely on armed struggle, the EZLN combined guerrilla tactics with

political activism. Rising to prominence in 1994 with the uprising in Chiapas, the Zapatistas advocate

for indigenous rights, autonomy, and anti-neoliberal policies.

The EZLN’s approach emphasizes dialogue, media engagement, and grassroots organization,

distinguishing it from more militarized insurgencies. Their movement highlights the intersection of

ethnic identity, economic justice, and political resistance.

Characteristics and Strategies of Guerrilla Movements

Guerrilla movements in Latin America have employed various tactics and organizational structures

tailored to their environments and objectives. Their strategies often reflect a blend of military, political,

and social dimensions.



Rural vs. Urban Guerrilla Warfare

Traditionally, many Latin American guerrillas operated in rural areas, leveraging challenging terrains

such as mountains and jungles to conduct hit-and-run attacks and evade government forces. This rural

strategy aimed to build support among peasants and gradually encircle urban centers.

However, some groups shifted focus toward urban guerrilla warfare, engaging in kidnappings,

bombings, and sabotage within cities to destabilize governments and draw international attention. This

dual approach has been evident in movements like the Tupamaros in Uruguay.

Political Mobilization and Propaganda

Beyond armed conflict, guerrilla movements invested heavily in political mobilization. Disseminating

propaganda, establishing community programs, and promoting ideological education helped build

legitimacy and recruit members. The use of clandestine radio broadcasts, pamphlets, and later digital

platforms enhanced their reach.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite their resilience, guerrilla movements faced significant obstacles:

State Counterinsurgency: Militarized responses, often accompanied by human rights abuses,

undermined guerrilla capabilities.

Internal Divisions: Ideological splits and leadership disputes weakened cohesion.

Loss of Popular Support: Tactics harming civilians eroded legitimacy.



International Pressure: Global anti-terrorism efforts and shifting geopolitical dynamics constrained

operations.

The Contemporary Landscape of Guerrilla Movements

In recent decades, the nature of guerrilla movements in Latin America has evolved. While traditional

insurgencies have declined, new forms of armed resistance and criminal organizations have emerged,

often blurring lines between political motives and illicit activities.

Peace Processes and Demobilization Efforts

Several countries have engaged in peace negotiations to end long-standing conflicts. Colombia’s

landmark peace deal with FARC in 2016 marked a milestone, emphasizing disarmament, political

inclusion, and rural development. However, challenges remain in fully integrating ex-combatants and

addressing the root causes of conflict.

Persistence of Armed Groups

Despite successful peace agreements, splinter factions and new armed groups continue to operate,

often involved in drug trafficking and territorial control. These developments complicate efforts toward

lasting peace and highlight the adaptive nature of guerrilla warfare.

Legacy and Influence on Politics



Guerrilla movements have left an indelible mark on Latin American politics. Former combatants have

transitioned into political actors, influencing policy and governance. Moreover, the social issues that

fueled insurgencies—land reform, inequality, and indigenous rights—remain central to contemporary

political debates.

Implications for Regional Security and Development

The history and ongoing presence of guerrilla movements in Latin America have significant

implications for regional security frameworks and development strategies. Governments face the

challenge of balancing military responses with social reforms to address the underlying causes of

insurgency.

International cooperation, human rights considerations, and inclusive political processes are critical

components in mitigating conflict. Furthermore, understanding the diverse nature of these

movements—from ideologically driven groups to criminal organizations—is essential for crafting effective

policies.

In examining guerrilla movements in Latin America, it becomes clear that these entities are not

monolithic but represent a spectrum of causes, tactics, and impacts. Their evolution reflects broader

socio-political transformations and continues to influence the trajectory of the region in complex ways.

Guerrilla Movements In Latin America

  guerrilla movements in latin america: Guerrilla Movements in Latin America Richard Gott,
1971
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Latin American Guerrilla Movements Dirk Kruijt,
Eduardo Rey Tristán, Alberto Martín Álvarez, 2020 Organized around single country studies
embedded in key historical moments, this book introduces students to the shifting and varied
guerrilla history of Latin America from the late 1950s to the present. It brings together academics
and those directly involved in aspects of the guerrilla movement, to understand each country's
experience with guerrilla warfare and revolutionary activism. The book is divided in four thematic
parts after two opening chapters that analyze the tradition of military involvement in Latin American
politics and the parallel tradition of insurgency and coup effort against dictatorship. The first two

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/guerrilla-movements-in-latin-america.pdf


parts examine active guerrilla movements in the 1960s and 1970s with case studies including
Bolivia, Nicaragua, Peru, Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. Part 3 is dedicated to the Central American
Civil Wars of the 1980s and 1990s in Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala. Part 4 examines
specific guerrilla movements which require special attention. Chapters include Colombia's
complicated guerrilla scenery; the rivalling Shining Path and Tupac Amaru guerrillas in Peru; small
guerrilla movements in Mexico which were never completely documented; and transnational
guerrilla operations in the Southern Cone. The concluding chapter presents a balance of the entire
Latin American guerrilla at present. Superbly accessible, while retaining the complexity of Latin
American politics, Latin American Guerrilla Movements represents the best historical account of
revolutionary movements in the region, which students will find of great use owing to its coverage
and insights.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Twentieth Century Guerrilla Movements in Latin
America Fernando Herrera Calderón, 2021-07-19 Twentieth Century Guerrilla Movements in Latin
America: A Primary Source History collects political writings on human rights, social injustice, class
struggle, anti-imperialism, national liberation, and many other topics penned by urban and rural
guerrilla movements. In the second half of the twentieth century, Latin America experienced a mass
wave of armed revolutionary movements determined to overthrow oppressive regimes and eliminate
economic exploitation and social injustices. After years of civil resistance, and having exhausted all
peaceful avenues, thousands of working-class people, peasants, professions, intellectuals,
clergymen, students, and teachers formed dozens of guerrilla movements. Fernando Herrera
Calderón presents important political writings, some translated into English here for the first time,
that serve to counteract the government propaganda that often overshadowed the intellectual side
of revolutionary endeavors. These texts come from Latin American countries such as Argentina,
Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua, and many more. The book will be indispensable to anyone
teaching or studying revolutions in modern Latin American history.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Revolution and Revolutionaries Daniel Castro,
1999-01-01 Few publications cover the full span of the history of revolutionary movements in Latin
America. In Revolution and Revolutionaries, editor Daniel Castro examines all aspects of guerrilla
warfare-from revolutionary programs to the repressive tactics used by various governments to rid
themselves of the threats presented by revolutionary movements. In addition to illustrating specific
cases of guerrilla struggles, Revolution and Revolutionaries also analyzes the political and social
conditions that made the outbreak of revolutionary movements throughout the region unavoidable.
Finally, Castro examines the remaining guerrilla movements still active in Latin America as the
century comes to a close. Revolution and Revolutionaries revives the debate about the viability of
revolutionary violence in Latin America, and will interest those studying Latin American history and
sociology, and political science.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Guerrillas and Revolution in Latin America Timothy P.
Wickham-Crowley, 1992 In this comparative study of the guerrilla movements of Latin America, the
author explores the origins and outcomes of rural insurgencies in cases since 1956. Focusing on the
personal backgrounds of guerrilla leaders, the book explores why some groups acquired greater
military strength than others.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Revolution and Revolutionaries Daniel Castro,
1999 A topflight scholarly reader on social revolution and its ideological and political origins in Latin
America. Theis text explains how revolutionary movements have conditioned the activity of both the
right and the left in the process of democratic development--Richard E. Greenleaf, Professor
Emeritus of Latin American History, Tulane University.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Guerrilla Movements in Latin America Richard L.
Worsnop, 1967
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Changes in Guerrilla Conflicts in Latin America
After the Cold War Francisco J. Martinez, 2000-12-01 This thesis examines the impact of the end of
the Cold War and acceleration of the communications revolution on international support for



guerrilla movements in Latin America. As a consequence of the world' 5 transformation from a
bipolar to a multipolar system, non-governmental agencies, international organizations, and the
United Nations have more influence in insurgent conflicts than ever before. At the same time, the
acceleration of the communications revolution has increased the power of non-state international
actors, and has played a key role in helping guerrilla movements disseminate their ideas and goals.
These changes are demonstrated in this thesis by two case studies. The Salvadoran case illustrates
how a guerrilla conflict that existed during the Cold War was transformed into a peace-making
process at the end of it. The Mexican case illustrates how a guerrilla movement that began after the
Cold War ended behaving differently from the guerrilla conflicts of the Cold War, and how it has
used the acceleration of the communications revolution to its advantage.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Guerrillas and Revolution in Latin America Timothy P.
Wickham-Crowley, 2018-06-26 In this comparative survey of guerrilla movements in Latin America,
Timothy Wickham-Crowley explores the origins and outcomes of rural insurgencies in nearly a dozen
cases since 1956. Focusing on the personal backgrounds of the guerrillas themselves and on
national social conditions, the author explains why guerrillas emerged strongly in certain countries
but not others. He considers, for example, under what circumstances guerrillas acquire military
strength and why they do--or do not--secure substantial support from the peasantry in rural areas.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: The Long March in Latin America Régis Debray, 1966
  guerrilla movements in latin america: The Guerrilla Movement in Latin America Since 1950
Martin Howard Sable, 1977
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Contemporary Guerrilla Movements in Latin America ,
2009
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Rural Guerillas in Latin America Richard Gott, 1973
Account of political opposition and rural area guerrilla warfare in Latin America, with particular
reference to revolutionary social movements and the activities of the communist political party and
its associated peasant movements - covers the historical events leading up to the death of che
guevara, and includes armed conflicts, political conflicts, etc. Bibliography pp. 579 to 596, maps and
references.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Women & Guerrilla Movements Karen Kampwirth,
2010-11 The revolutionary movements that emerged frequently in Latin America over the past
century promoted goals that included overturning dictatorships, confronting economic inequalities,
and creating what Cuban revolutionary hero Che Guevara called the &new man.& But, in fact, many
of the &new men& who participated in these movements were not men. Thousands of them were
women. This book aims to show why a full understanding of revolutions needs to take account of
gender. Karen Kampwirth writes here about the women who joined the revolutionary movements in
Nicaragua, El Salvador, and the Mexican state of Chiapas, about how they became guerrillas, and
how that experience changed their lives. In the last chapter she compares what happened in these
countries with Cuba in the 1950s, where few women participated in the guerrilla struggle. Drawing
on more than two hundred interviews, Kampwirth examines the political, structural, ideological, and
personal factors that allowed many women to escape from the constraints of their traditional roles
and led some to participate in guerrilla activities. Her emphasis on the experiences of
revolutionaries adds a new dimension to the study of revolution, which has focused mainly on
explaining how states are overthrown.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Guerrillas Dirk Kruijt, 2008-08-15 Three parallel wars
were fought in the latter half of the twentieth century in El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua.
These wars were long and brutal, dividing international opinion sharply between US support for
dictatorial regimes and the USSR's sponsorship of guerrilla fighters. This fascinating study of the
'guerrilla generation' is based on in-depth interviews with both guerrilla comandantes and political
and military leaders of the time. Dirk Kruijt analyses the dreams and achievements, the successes
and failures, the utopias and dystopias of an entire Central American generation and its leaders.
Guerrillas ranges widely, from the guerrilla movement's origins in poverty, oppression and



exclusion; its tactics in warfare; the ill-fated experiment with Sandinista government in Nicaragua;
to the subsequent 'normalization' of guerrilla movements within democratic societies. The story told
here is vital for understanding contemporary social movements in Latin America.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Latin America, the Long March Régis Debray,
1966*
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Radical Women in Latin America Victoria
González-Rivera, Karen Kampwirth, 2010-11-01 The rationale stated for studying radical women of
Latin America is first to throw light on the development of dictatorship and authoritarianism, second
to transcend the stereotype of inherently violent men and inherently peaceful women, and finally to
demonstrate that there is no automatic sisterhood among women even of the same class and
ethnicity. Brief chronologies of three countries each in Central and South America open the two
sections. The contributors are historians and political scientists primarily from the US. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News Inc., Portland, OR
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Vanguard Revolutionaries in Latin America James
Francis Rochlin, 2003 Mostly sidestepping the issues of why people rebel, Rochlin (political science,
Okanagan U. College, Canada) here focuses on how people rebel, examining how strategy and power
condition successes, failures, and longevity of Latin American guerilla groups. Four case studies
examine Peru's Sendero Luminoso, Colombia's FARC and ELN, and Mexico's Zapatista movement.
Two chapters are provided for each group, with the first examining origins, ideologies, and support
bases, while the second looks at the rebels in relation to power, strategy, and national security
(presumably from the viewpoint of government elites). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Violence and the Latin American Revolutionaries
Michael Radu, This volume departs both from approaches to revolution in Latin America that
emphasize interests and those that emphasize socioeconomic and political injustice. Rather, it deals
with real life, flesh and bone, revolutionary cadres: their thoughts, backgrounds, mentalities, and
behavior. Going beyond cliches about Soviet encroachment in Latin America and injustice breeds
revolution, the contributors address the issue of the relationship between leaders and followers in a
revolutionary context, seeing revolutionary leaders as the key to articulating and defining the
agenda of the revolution. In contrast to most theorizing, revolutionary leaders almost invariably
come from the privileged, even aristocratic classes. The findings raise the issue of how well these
leaders actually represent the peoples for which they claim to speak. They also prompt questions
about the democratic nature of guerrilla organizations. If the leaders are so far removed, by social
background and education, personal experience and ideological articulation, from their followers,
how realistic is it to see the Left as a purveyor of progress? Perhaps it is more correct, say the
contributors, to see their claims as manipulative tactics directed to resolving a struggle for power
among competing elites. The selection of topics ranges from the historical development of
revolutionary struggles since Che Guevara (Halperin and Ratliff) to the more specific application and
motivation behind them (Ybarra-Rojas and Tismaneanu). Chapters deal with the attempt to define a
typology of revolutionary leaders (Radu) and their Western supporters (Hollander). Some authors
(Payne, Horowitz) combine .these approaches. Many issues examined in this volume are new,
including an analysis of the gap between the internationalist outlook of the leaders and the parochial
views of their followers. The violent organizations of the Left in Latin America are shown to be
largely the functional result of upper- and middle-class leaders who combine an appeal to the
lumpenproletariat at home with support of alienated Westerners to pursue their own elitist agenda.
  guerrilla movements in latin america: Contemporary Latin American Revolutions Marc
Becker, 2022-01-11 Revolutions are a commonly studied but only vaguely understood historical
phenomenon. Now updated to include the perspectives of grassroots revolutionary movements and
biographies of often marginalized voices, this clear and concise text extends our understanding with
a critical narrative analysis of key case studies: the 1910–1920 Mexican Revolution; the 1944–1954
Guatemalan Spring; the 1952–1964 MNR-led revolution in Bolivia; the Cuban Revolution that



triumphed in 1959; the 1970–1973 Chilean path to socialism; the leftist Sandinistas in Nicaragua in
power from 1979–1990; failed guerrilla movements in Colombia, El Salvador, and Peru; and the
Bolivarian Revolution in Venezuela after Hugo Chávez’s election in 1998. Historian Marc Becker
opens with a theoretical introduction to revolutionary movements, including a definition of what
“revolution” means and an examination of factors necessary for a revolution to succeed. He analyzes
revolutions through the lens of those who participated and explores the sociopolitical conditions that
led to a revolutionary situation, the differing responses to those conditions, and the outcomes of
those political changes. Each case study provides an interpretive explanation of the historical
context in which each movement emerged, its main goals and achievements, its shortcomings, its
outcome, and its legacy. The book concludes with an analysis of how elected leftist governments in
the twenty-first century continue to struggle with issues that revolutionaries confronted throughout
the twentieth century.
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