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Great Opening Lines in Literature: The Art of Captivating a Reader Instantly

great opening lines in literature possess a unique magic. They have the power
to hook readers immediately, setting the tone, mood, and expectations for the
entire book. Whether it’s a classic novel, a contemporary bestseller, or a
timeless piece of poetry, the opening sentence often shapes how we perceive
the story and can even influence whether we continue reading. But what
exactly makes an opening line “great,” and how do authors craft these
memorable introductions that resonate across generations?

In this article, we’ll explore the art and impact of great opening lines in
literature. We’ll delve into examples that have stood the test of time,
discuss the various techniques writers use to draw readers in, and uncover
why these powerful first words matter so much in storytelling. Along the way,
we’ll also touch on some tips for aspiring writers eager to master their own
opening sentences.

The Power of a Strong Opening Line

From the very first word, great opening lines in literature invite readers
into another world. They serve as a gateway, offering a glimpse of the
story’s essence, and often hinting at the themes or conflicts to come. A
well-crafted opening line can evoke curiosity, provoke thought, or stir
emotions—all crucial elements to encourage someone to keep turning pages.

Setting the Tone and Atmosphere

A great first sentence often establishes the tone of the entire work. For
example, the ominous, mysterious, or playful mood can be communicated
instantly through word choice and rhythm. Consider the opening line from
Charles Dickens’ *A Tale of Two Cities*: “It was the best of times, it was
the worst of times..” This famous sentence immediately evokes a sense of
contrast and complexity, preparing the reader for a story filled with
contradictions.

Creating Intrigue and Curiosity

One of the most effective ways to captivate readers is by sparking curiosity.
Opening lines that pose questions, introduce unusual scenarios, or hint at
secrets naturally compel readers to find out more. Take Gabriel Garcia
Marquez’s *One Hundred Years of Solitude*: “Many years later, as he faced the
firing squad, Colonel Aureliano Buendia was to remember that distant
afternoon when his father took him to discover ice.” This sentence throws
readers directly into an unexpected moment, prompting questions about the
circumstances and history behind it.



Examples of Great Opening Lines in Literature

Sometimes, analyzing iconic opening sentences helps us understand what makes
them so unforgettable. Here are a few examples that have become legendary in
literary history:

e “Call me Ishmael.” - *Moby-Dick* by Herman Melville
This brief, simple line immediately introduces the narrator in a way
that feels personal and direct, setting a conversational tone that draws
readers into the epic tale.

e “Tt was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking
thirteen.” — *1984* by George Orwell
Orwell’s opening sentence creates an unsettling atmosphere through the
strange detail of clocks striking thirteen, signaling a dystopian world
where normal rules don’t apply.

e “All children, except one, grow up.” — *Peter Pan* by J.M. Barrie
This enchanting line instantly introduces the central theme of the story
and hints at the magical, timeless nature of the narrative.

e “Tt is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession
of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.” — *Pride and Prejudice*
by Jane Austen
Austen’s witty and ironic opening sets the social context and tone for
her sharp exploration of relationships and society.

Each of these lines uses different techniques—brevity, irony, suspense, or
charm—to captivate readers. They demonstrate how versatile opening

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes an opening line in literature considered
'great'?

A great opening line captures the reader's attention immediately, sets the
tone for the story, introduces a key theme or character, and evokes curiosity
or emotion that compels the reader to continue.

Can you give examples of some famous great opening
lines in literature?

Yes, examples include: "It was the best of times, it was the worst of

times..." from Charles Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities, and "Call me Ishmael."
from Herman Melville's Moby-Dick.



How do great opening lines contribute to the overall
success of a novel?

Great opening lines establish a strong first impression, create intrigue, and
build an emotional connection with the reader, which increases the likelihood
that the reader will remain engaged throughout the novel.

Are great opening lines more important in certain
literary genres?

While great opening lines are valuable in all genres, they are particularly
crucial in genres like mystery, thriller, and literary fiction where hooking
the reader early is essential to maintaining suspense and interest.

What techniques do authors use to craft memorable
opening lines?

Authors use techniques such as vivid imagery, striking statements, questions,
dialogue, and establishing a unique voice or setting to create memorable and
impactful opening lines.

How have opening lines in literature evolved over
time?

Opening lines have evolved from formal, descriptive introductions in classic
literature to more direct, conversational, or provocative statements in
contemporary works, reflecting changes in reader expectations and literary
styles.

Can a great opening line save a poorly written book?

While a great opening line can capture initial interest, it cannot compensate
for weak storytelling or poor writing throughout the book; sustained quality
is necessary for overall success.

How can aspiring writers improve their opening lines?

Aspiring writers can improve their opening lines by reading widely,
practicing different styles, focusing on clarity and impact, soliciting
feedback, and revising repeatedly until the line effectively hooks the
reader.

Additional Resources

Great Opening Lines in Literature: An Analytical Exploration of Their Impact
and Craftsmanship

Great opening lines in literature hold a unique power to captivate readers
from the very first word. These introductory sentences are not mere
formalities; they serve as gateways into the worlds authors create, setting
tone, mood, and expectations. The art of crafting an opening line is a subtle
but vital skill that can define a novel’s reception and longevity. This
article delves into the significance of great opening lines, examining their



characteristics, notable examples, and the ways in which they engage readers
and influence narrative structure.

The Role and Importance of Opening Lines in
Literature

Opening lines function as the initial handshake between author and reader. In
a literary marketplace saturated with choices, a compelling first sentence
can determine whether a book is read or shelved. Beyond mere marketing, these
lines are foundational to storytelling; they establish voice, hint at themes,
and sometimes foreshadow plot developments.

A great opening line must balance intrigue with clarity. It should provide
enough information to orient the reader while simultaneously provoking
curiosity. The best examples often achieve a resonant duality: they are
accessible yet layered with meaning, inviting multiple interpretations upon
rereading.

Characteristics of Effective Opening Lines

Several features distinguish memorable opening lines in literature:

e ITmmediate Engagement: The line grabs attention right away, compelling
the reader to continue.

e Distinctive Voice: It showcases the narrative tone or character
perspective uniquely.

e Thematic Foreshadowing: Hints or symbols embedded in the line suggest
broader themes.

e Ambiguity and Mystery: Often, the line raises questions that the story
promises to answer.

e Conciseness: Economy of language that packs meaning into few words
enhances memorability.

These elements contribute to why certain opening lines become iconic, studied
in classrooms and quoted across generations.

Iconic Examples of Great Opening Lines in
Literature

Examining specific cases reveals how diverse styles and approaches can
succeed. The following are some of the most celebrated opening lines,
illustrating different strategies authors employ.



“It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times...” - Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

This line exemplifies parallel structure and oxymoron, immediately setting a
dichotomous tone. Dickens encapsulates conflict and contradiction, reflecting
the tumultuous era of the French Revolution. The rhythm and balance of the
sentence invite readers to ponder duality in human experience, making it a
masterclass in thematic encapsulation.

“Call me Ishmael.” - Herman Melville, Moby-Dick

With just three words, Melville establishes a conversational, intimate
narrative voice. The simplicity and directness create an immediate
connection, while the ambiguity of the name “Ishmael” evokes biblical and
symbolic associations. This opening line exemplifies the power of brevity
combined with suggestive depth.

“All this happened, more or less.” - Kurt Vonnegut,
Slaughterhouse-Five

Vonnegut’s opening breaks the fourth wall with a casual tone, blending fact
and fiction. This line sets up the novel’s satirical and nonlinear style,
signaling to readers that conventional narrative rules may not apply. Its
conversational nature invites skepticism and critical engagement from the
outset.

“It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks
were striking thirteen.” - George Orwell, 1984

Orwell’s sentence immediately unsettles the reader by juxtaposing familiar
imagery with an anomaly (“clocks were striking thirteen”). This subtle
dissonance hints at the dystopian world and totalitarian control central to
the novel’s themes. The line’s descriptive clarity combined with an eerie
twist exemplifies effective atmospheric setting.

How Great Opening Lines Influence Reader
Engagement and Narrative Structure

Beyond aesthetic appeal, opening lines have practical consequences for reader
engagement. Psychological studies in narrative comprehension suggest that an
early hook increases the probability of sustained attention. When readers
encounter a compelling first sentence, their curiosity is piqued, encouraging
emotional investment and cognitive processing.

Additionally, great opening lines often dictate the pacing and style of the
narrative that follows. For example, a declarative and authoritative opening
can establish a formal tone maintained throughout the text, whereas a
fragmented or ambiguous line may signal experimental storytelling.



The opening line also primes readers’ expectations regarding genre and
content. For instance, a mysterious or cryptic sentence might prepare the
audience for a thriller or speculative fiction, while a poetic and lyrical
introduction may indicate literary fiction.

Examples of Opening Lines Setting Tone and Style

e Formal and Grandiose: “It was the best of times...” (Dickens) - sets a
historical epic tone.

e Casual and Conversational: “Call me Ishmael.” (Melville) - invites
intimacy and personal reflection.

e Playful and Irreverent: “All this happened, more or less.” (Vonnegut) -
signals satirical narrative.

a

e Dystopian and Foreboding: “...the clocks were striking thirteen.”
(Orwell) - evokes unease and suspicion.

Through these stylistic choices, authors communicate volumes with minimal
words, guiding readers’ emotional and intellectual responses.

Crafting Great Opening Lines: Challenges and
Techniques

For writers, composing a great opening line is a formidable challenge. The
pressure to encapsulate the essence of a story in one sentence can lead to
overthinking or cliché. However, several techniques can assist in creating
effective beginnings:

1. Start in Media Res: Beginning amid action or conflict can create
immediate urgency.
2. Use Vivid Imagery: Sensory details draw readers into the world.

3. Introduce an Intriguing Character: An unusual or compelling voice sparks
curiosity.

4. Pose a Question or Mystery: Implicit puzzles encourage reading to find
answers.

5. Employ Strong, Active Verbs: Dynamic language energizes the prose.

While guidelines exist, the most successful opening lines often come from
intuition paired with revision. Writers must balance originality with
readability and ensure the line aligns with the broader narrative.



Pros and Cons of Different Opening Strategies

Pros of Action-Driven Openings: Immediate engagement, fast pacing.

Cons: Risk of confusing readers if insufficient context is given.

Pros of Philosophical or Abstract Openings: Sets thematic depth, appeals
to literary readers.

e Cons: May alienate casual readers or slow initial momentum.

Choosing the right strategy depends on genre, target audience, and authorial
intent.

The Enduring Legacy of Memorable Opening Lines

Great opening lines in literature do more than hook readers—they become
cultural touchstones. They are quoted, referenced, and analyzed, influencing
generations of writers and readers alike. Their endurance is a testament to
the craft of language and storytelling.

The intersection of art and psychology embodied in these first sentences
continues to inspire critical discussion. As digital reading habits evolve
and attention spans shorten, the importance of the opening line remains
undiminished. Whether in print or on a screen, the first words still hold the
promise of adventure, insight, and transformation.

In understanding and appreciating great opening lines, readers gain a deeper

awareness of narrative mechanics and the subtle artistry behind literature’s
most memorable moments.

Great Opening Lines In Literature

great opening lines in literature: IN THE BEGINNING: Great Opening Lines From Your
Favorite Books Hans Bauer, 2023-11-04 Dear Reader, IN THE BEGINNING presents the
all-important first sentence of 1,000 famous and not-so-famous novels (plus a handful of short
stories). A smorgasbord of popular fiction from around the world, ideally, these opening lines will
have a tremendous attraction for lovers of literature everywhere. IN THE BEGINNING is more than
just a novelty book. Anyone who loves books not only enjoys being reminded of their favorites, but
also delights in finding a good one they’ve missed. Those who relish reading and writing will savor a
collection that brings back memories of beloved books, and often, the times in which they were read.
From Virginia Woolf to Tom Wolfe, from Edith Wharton to Stephen King, from Ernest Hemingway to
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, masterpieces of world literature are juxtaposed with trendy best-sellers,
romances with westerns, classics with cult favorites. Some lines are well-remembered, others rarely
recalled; still others are brilliant beginnings from relatively obscure books. But in every case, IN
THE BEGINNING confirms how powerful a sentence can be. Bumping into a familiar line from a
beloved novel fills the reader’s mind with imagery. (“The great fish moved silently through the night
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water, propelled by short sweeps of its crescent tale.” (Jaws, by Peter Benchley). While dazzling
openers don’t guarantee a worthwhile novel, expectations run high when we’re introduced with:
“Paint me a railroad station then, ten minutes before dark.” (John Cheever’s Bullet Park) or “There
were 117 psychoanalysts on the Pan-Am flight to Vienna and I'd been psychoanalyzed by at least six
of them.” (Fear of Flying by Erica Jong). Some books reach their zenith with wonderful first lines
that are never matched: “I had this story from one that had no business to tell it to me, or to any
other.” That’s our initial meeting with the Tarzan series. Conversely, some rather mundane opening
lines are made better because we know the marvelous story that follows, like B. Traven’s Treasure of
the Sierra Madre: “The bench on which Dobbs was sitting was not so good.” Perhaps not truly
memorable, but a truly unforgettable character, and Bogie didn’t do badly by him either. Enjoy.
Hans Bauer

great opening lines in literature: Who Said That? Donald Thomas, 2017-12-05 How
well--read are you? This literature quiz book will tell you. Some of those opening lines of great
novels, plays, short stories and poems will be familiar, some are challenging and a few are for the
most knowledgeable among us. See how well you do. Ideally, the beginning sentence of a literary
work should draw the reader in and want him or her to continue on. Authors usually devote a great
deal of time to this first sentence. Indeed, there is a story, probably myth, about a writer who spend
twenty years rewriting the first sentence of his novel! Oonald J. Thomas has spent 40 years teaching
language and literature, in three languages, from elementary school through college. He currently
teaches foreign language in college at SUNY Polytechnic Institute in Utica, NY.

great opening lines in literature: Total Literacy Techniques Pérsida Himmele, William
Himmele, 2014-07-15 This book provides 3rd through 12th grade teachers with more than 50
teacher-tested tools and techniques for helping their students read independently and critically.
Authors Pérsida and William Himmele and National Board Certified teacher Keely Potter present
literacy as an interconnected process that involves emotions, cognition, and multiple opportunities
for developing higher-order thinking. With this in mind, they present tools for helping students
develop academic language, become avid and analytical readers, engage with literature and
informational texts, discuss texts, and write about texts in clear and cogent ways. Each chapter
includes reflections from real teachers and students who share their own literary practices and
journeys, bringing the practices to life. With a focus on engaging students as thinkers, readers and
writers, Total Literacy Techniques provides practical and effective ways for teachers to help
students develop the critical reading habits that open up new ways of understanding and
contributing to their worlds. Pérsida Himmele and William Himmele are the authors of the
best-selling ASCD book Total Participation Techniques: Making Every Student an Active Learner.

great opening lines in literature: And Then the Murders Began: Classic Literature
Bestsellers' Opening Lines Relmagined Darkly, Richard Saunders, 2017-04-02 The Mystery To This
Book ...is to make you smile, laugh, or just shake your head. Alice was beginning to get very tired of
sitting by her sister on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once or twice she had peeped into the
book her sister was reading, but it had no pictures or conversations in it, Oand what is the use of a
book, O thought Alice Owithout pictures or conversations?0 And then the murders began. AliceOs
Adventures In Wonderland, By Lewis Carroll It all started with a small quote from Marc Laidlaw who
created a nice approach to revisiting first lines of books. His 3 March 2017 tweet said, OThe first
line of almost any story can be improved by making sure the second line is, 'And then the murders
began.'O You can try this for yourself as you go P take only the first line and add OAnd then the
murders began.O The results are more often than not incredibly hilarious. And even non-fiction can
be as surprising. Above all, the idea is to have fun. Get Your Copy Now.

great opening lines in literature: The Greatest Works of French Literature Stendhal,
Jules Verne, Gustave Flaubert, Emile Zola, Victor Hugo, Guy de Maupassant, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
Frangois Rabelais, George Sand, Marcel Proust, Gaston Leroux, Charles Baudelaire, Moliére, Pierre
Corneille, Jean Racine, Voltaire, Pierre Choderlos de Laclos, Alexandre Dumas pere, Alexandre
Dumas fils, 2023-11-13 DigiCat presents to you this unique collection of the greatest classics of



French literature, including novels, short stories, dramas and philosophical essays: Table of
Contents: A History of French Literature Frangois Rabelais: Gargantua and Pantagruel Moliere:
Tartuffe or the Hypocrite The Misanthrope The Miser The Imaginary Invalid... Jean Racine: Phaedra
Pierre Corneille: The Cid Voltaire: Candide Zadig The Huron A Philosophical Dictionary Letters on
England Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Confessions Stendhal: The Charterhouse of Parma Honoré de
Balzac: Father Goriot Eugénie Grandet Lost Illusions The Lily of the Valley A Woman of Thirty
Cousin Bette Cousin Pons Colonel Chabert The Magic Skin The Unknown Masterpiece Victor Hugo:
Les Misérables The Man Who Laughs The Hunchback of Notre-Dame Toilers of the Sea The Last Day
of a Condemned Man Claude Gueux George Sand: Mauprat Alexandre Dumas pere: The Three
Musketeers Twenty Years After The Vicomte de Bragelonne Ten Years After Louise de la Valliere
The Man in the Iron Mask The Count of Monte Cristo Marguerite de Valois The Black Tulip
Alexandre Dumas fils: The Lady with the Camellias Gustave Flaubert: Madame Bovary Emile Zola:
Thérese Raquin The Fortune of the Rougons The Kill The Fat and the Thin The Conquest of Plassans
Abbe Mouret's Transgression His Excellency Eugene Rougon The Dram Shop A Love Episode Nana
Piping Hot The Ladies' Paradise The Joy of Life Germinal His Masterpiece The Earth The Dream The
Human Beast Money Doctor Pascal Jules Verne: Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea Around
the World in Eighty Days The Mysterious Island Journey to the Centre of the Earth From the Earth to
the Moon Around the Moon In Search of the Castaways Guy de Maupassant: A Life Bel-Ami Mont
Oriol Notre Coeur Pierre and Jean Strong as Death The Necklace The Horla Boul de Suif Two
Friends Madame Tellier's Establishment Mademoiselle Fifi Miss Harriet... Gaston Leroux: The
Phantom of the Opera The Mystery of the Yellow Room The Secret of the Night The Man with the
Black Feather Marcel Proust: Swann's Way

great opening lines in literature: Dirty Secrets of a Writers Group George Mindling,
2019-10-30 An informal, personal guide, describing types and functions of various writers groups,
developed from over ten years of attending and leading writers groups in southwest Florida.

great opening lines in literature: New York Herald Tribune Books, 1929

great opening lines in literature: Great First Lines Celina Spiegel, Peter Kupfer, 1992 For
book lovers, literary trivia fans, and know-it-alls everywhere, here is an irresistible collection of
literature's great opening sentences, cleverly arranged so that each line or phrase builds upon the
one before it to create a unique story.

great opening lines in literature: Write a Novel in 10 Minutes a Day Katharine Grubb,
2020-03-19 LEARN HOW TO WRITE FICTION BY WRITING EVERY DAY Would you like to write but
have no spare time? Do you not know where to begin? Write A Novel In 10 Minutes A Day will help
you sculpt a full-length piece of creative writing in just ten minutes a day. Starting with a daily
practical exercise, it will help you manage your writing schedule within this time frame and help you
bring your novel to life. You will be able to clarify your vision and review your time commitments, as
well as understand your own abilities. Learning to observe the world around you, write quickly and
tap into your unique voice will help you to create all the elements of your story and, by the time
you've finished all the exercises, you'll have created something beautiful. ABOUT THE SERIES The
Teach Yourself Creative Writing series helps aspiring authors tell their story. Covering a range of
genres from science fiction and romantic novels, to illustrated children's books and comedy, this
series is packed with advice, exercises and tips for unlocking creativity and improving your writing.
And because we know how daunting the blank page can be, we set up the Just Write online
community at tyjustwrite, for budding authors and successful writers to connect and share.

great opening lines in literature: The Art of Creating Fiction Zulfikar Ghose, 2016-07-27
Anyone wishing to write short stories and novels will learn from The Art of Creating Fiction how
some eminent writers, such as William Faulkner and Virginia Woolf, created their art. By giving the
new writer an understanding of fiction as it has been produced by the great novelists, The Art of
Creating Fiction serves a double purpose: it is an implicit manual on how to write fiction and at the
same time a work that provokes, challenges and inspires the new writer to cultivate an ambition for
greatness.



great opening lines in literature: Encyclopedia of Jewish-American Literature Gloria L.
Cronin, Alan L. Berger, 2015-04-22 Presents a reference on Jewish American literature providing
profiles of Jewish American writers and their works.

great opening lines in literature: Saturday Review of Literature , 1924

great opening lines in literature: Too Good to Be Altogether Lost Pamela Smith Hill,

great opening lines in literature: How to Read Literature Terry Eagleton, 2013-05-21 DIV A
literary master’s entertaining guide to reading with deeper insight, better understanding, and
greater pleasure /div

great opening lines in literature: Medical Library Downsizing Michael Schott, 2014-07-16
Learn how to stay ahead of the game when budgets and staff are cut Medical Library Downsizing:
Administrative, Professional, and Personal Strategies for Coping with Change explores corporate
downsizing and other company-wide events as they relate to medical librarians in their organization.
This training manual is designed to help librarians prepare for a new era where shrinking budgets,
inflated journal costs, and the increasing demand for new and expensive services now put salaries
and jobs at risk. While focused on health care issues, this book will appeal to a general library
audience and can be used in a graduate course in library administration, corporate librarianship, or
hospital librarianship. Medical Library Downsizing investigates the BCEs (Bad Corporate Events)
that can negatively affect a librarian, including: an across-the-board budget cut a downsizing a
restructuring (also called a re-organization or re-engineering) a buyout a merger a consolidation
With Medical Library Downsizing, you will learn how to prepare for the possibility of a BCE, what
signs to look for that a BCE is about to take place, and how to weather the storm. The book provides
the typical patterns for a downsizing, budget cut, merger, or pension buyout—teaching you
step-by-step to make the most out of each possible scenario. This unique guide uses sardonic wit and
entertaining examples to bring home each lesson, making Medical Library Downsizing a vital asset
to librarians in any field. Medical Library Downsizing will help you deal with: consultants who
recommend downsizing and outsourcing staff communications planning your survival—and your
escape route presentations to help you keep your job implementing change re-training staff and
more

great opening lines in literature: Astragal Albertine Sarrazin, 2013-04-26 After Julien, a
small-time criminal, rescues Anne when she escapes her prison cell, he keeps her hidden while they
fall in love and fear capture.

great opening lines in literature: 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die James Mustich,
2018-10-02 “The ultimate literary bucket list.” —THE WASHINGTON POST Celebrate the pleasure
of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book that’s as compulsively
readable, entertaining, surprising, and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles it recommends. Covering
fiction, poetry, science and science fiction, memoir, travel writing, biography, children’s books,
history, and more, 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die ranges across cultures and through time to
offer an eclectic collection of works that each deserve to come with the recommendation, You have
to read this. But it’s not a proscriptive list of the “great works”—rather, it’s a celebration of the
glorious mosaic that is our literary heritage. Flip it open to any page and be transfixed by a fresh
take on a very favorite book. Or come across a title you always meant to read and never got around
to. Or, like browsing in the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a completely unknown author and
work, and feel that tingle of discovery. There are classics, of course, and unexpected treasures, too.
Lists to help pick and choose, like Offbeat Escapes, or A Long Climb, but What a View. And its
alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost every turn of the page,
with Cormac McCarthy and The Road next to Robert McCloskey and Make Way for Ducklings, Alice
Walker next to Izaac Walton. There are nuts and bolts, too—best editions to read, other books by the
author, “if you like this, you'll like that” recommendations , and an interesting endnote of
adaptations where appropriate. Add it all up, and in fact there are more than six thousand titles by
nearly four thousand authors mentioned—a life-changing list for a lifetime of reading. “948 pages
later, you still want more!” —THE WASHINGTON POST




great opening lines in literature: Critic and Good Literature Jeannette Leonard Gilder,
Joseph Benson Gilder, 1884

great opening lines in literature: The Greatest Novels & Stories for Young Women
Louisa May Alcott, Lucy Maud Montgomery, Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte, Johanna Spyri, Lewis
Carroll, L. Frank Baum, Frances Hodgson Burnett, Brothers Grimm, Hans Christian Andersen, J. M.
Barrie, E. T. A. Hoffmann, George MacDonald, Gene Stratton-Porter, Kate Douglas Wiggin, Eleanor
H. Porter, L.T. Meade, Jean Webster, Dorothy Canfield, Angela Brazil, Susan Coolidge, Carolyn
Wells, Martha Finley, Susan Warner, Mary Mapes Dodge, Selma Lagerlof, Kenneth Grahame,
Gertrude Chandler Warner, E. Nesbit, Robert Louis Stevenson, Mark Twain, Jules Verne, Charles
Dickens, Madeleine 1I'Engle, 2020-12-17 Musaicum Books presents to you this meticulously edited
collection of the most revered and influential stories and biographies for the heroines of the future:
Novels: Little Women Anne of Green Gables Series Rose in Bloom Pride and Prejudice Emma Jane
Eyre Heidi Emily of New Moon Alice in Wonderland The Wonderful Wizard of Oz The Secret Garden
A Little Princess Peter and Wendy The Girl from the Marsh Croft The Nutcracker and the Mouse
King The Princess and the Goblin At the Back of the North Wind A Girl of the Limberlost Rebecca of
Sunnybrook Farm Mother Carey's Chickens Pollyanna A Sweet Girl Graduate Daddy Long-Legs
Understood Betsy The Luckiest Girl in the School What Katy Did Patty Fairfield Two Little Women
on a Holiday Mildred Keith The Wide, Wide World The Silver Skates Six to Sixteen The Wind in the
Willows The Box-Car Children Five Children and It The Phoenix and the Carpet The Story of the
Amulet The Railway Children Journey to the Centre of the Earth Great Expectations And Both Were
Young Rapunzel Cinderella Snow-white The Twelve Brothers Little Match Girl Little Mermaid
Thumbelina... The Heroines of the Past: Biographies & Memoirs Helen Keller: The Story of My Life
Harriet, The Moses of Her People Joan of Arc Saint Catherine Vittoria Colonna Catherine de' Medici
Mary Queen of Scots Pocahontas Priscilla Alden Catherine the Great Marie Antoinette Fanny Burney
Elizabeth Cady Stanton Susan B. Anthony Catherine Douglas Lady Jane Grey Flora Macdonald
Madame Roland Grace Darling Sister Dora Florence Nightingale Augustina Saragoza Charlotte
Bronte Dorothy Quincy Molly Pitcher Harriet Beecher Stowe Madame de Stael Elizabeth Van Lew
Ida Lewis Clara Barton Virginia Reed Louisa M. Alcott Clara Morris Anna Dickinson Lucretia Sappho
Xantippe Aspasia of Cyrus Portia Octavia Cleopatra Julia Domna Eudocia Hypatia The Lady Rowena
Queen Elizabeth The Lady Elfrida The Countess of Tripoli Jane, Countess of Mountfort Laura de
Sade The Countess of Richmond Elizabeth Woodville Jane Shore Catharine of Arragon Anne Boleyn
Jane Addams ....

great opening lines in literature: Harvard Classics - Complete Collection of the Greatest
Works of World Literature Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, Thomas Carlyle,
Plato, Charles Darwin, Dante Alighieri, Euripides, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Charles Lamb, Samuel
Johnson, John Stuart Mill, David Hume, Joseph Addison, Leigh Hunt, Epictetus, Thomas De Quincey,
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Jonathan Swift, Christopher Marlowe, Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm,
William Hazlitt, Marcus Tullius Cicero, Daniel Defoe, Aesop, Richard Henry Dana, John Dryden,
Pedro Calderon de la Barca, John Ruskin, Robert Burns, David Garrick, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Izaak
Walton, John Bunyan, Homer, Edmund Burke, Plutarch, Moliere, Aeschylus, Sophocles, William
Makepeace Thackeray, Benjamin Franklin, Pierre Corneille, Jean Racine, Robert Browning, Oliver
Goldsmith, John Milton, Aristophanes, Virgil, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, William Penn, Philip Sidney,
Francis Bacon, Adam Smith, Alessandro Manzoni, Abraham Cowley, Ben Jonson, John Woolman,
Sydney Smith, Marcus Aurelius, Hans Christian Andersen, George Gordon Byron, Thomas a Kempis,
Richard Steele, Thomas Browne, Thomas Babington Macaulay, Miguel de Cervantes, Friedrich von
Schiller, Pliny the Younger, Saint Augustine, 2023-12-28 The 'Harvard Classics - Complete Collection
of the Greatest Works of World Literature' offers an unparalleled voyage through the intellectual and
artistic milestones that have shaped human thought and expression. This anthology traverses
various literary styles, from the immortality of epic poetry to the rigor of philosophical discourse and
the whimsy of moral fables. Each piece is meticulously selected to represent a critical pillar of world
literature, weaving together themes of existential inquiry, ethical deliberation, societal observation,




and imaginative storytelling. Highlights include thought-provoking essays, timeless plays, and lyrical
poetry that capture the human condition in its myriad forms. This illustrious collection showcases
the formidable intellects of celebrated authors, whose works have transcended the boundaries of
time and geography to resonate universally. With contributions from luminaries such as Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe and Miguel de Cervantes to ancient thinkers like Plato and philosophers like
Marcus Aurelius, the compilation aligns with historical and cultural movements that defined epochs.
Collectively, these voices provide a rich and diverse tapestry, unifying through shared exploration of
humanity's most profound questions and collective aspirations. Embarking on the journey through
the 'Harvard Classics' is a unique opportunity to immerse oneself in a confluence of perspectives
that have defined literary excellence. The collection promises educational enrichment through its
expansive overview of influential texts and their enduring dialogues. Readers are encouraged to
delve into this anthology, savoring the diversity of thought and expression that elegantly bridges the
past with contemporaneous insight, making it an invaluable resource for anyone seeking a
comprehensive understanding of world literature's greatest achievements.
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