
folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees

**The Enchanting World of Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers, Plants, and Trees**

folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees have fascinated humanity for centuries, weaving stories
and meanings into the natural world around us. From ancient myths to modern-day traditions, plants are
not just silent companions in our environment; they carry deep symbolic significance and have inspired
countless tales that connect us to culture, spirituality, and emotion. Let’s embark on an engaging journey to
explore how flowers, plants, and trees embody rich folklore and symbolism across different civilizations and
why these meanings continue to resonate today.

Why Do Flowers, Plants, and Trees Hold Symbolic Meaning?

The connection between humans and nature is age-old. Early civilizations depended on plants for
survival—food, medicine, shelter—and naturally, they imbued these vital elements with layers of meaning.
Symbolism allows us to express emotions, beliefs, and values in ways that transcend language. When you
think about the rose symbolizing love or the oak tree standing for strength, you’re tapping into centuries of
cultural storytelling.

Folklore, on the other hand, provides a narrative framework. It’s through myths, legends, and folk tales
that these meanings are passed down, often adding magical or spiritual dimensions. For example, the lotus
flower in Eastern traditions is not just admired for its beauty but revered as a symbol of purity and
enlightenment, often linked to deities and cosmic creation stories.

The Symbolism of Popular Flowers in Folklore

The Rose: A Timeless Emblem of Love and Mystery

Few flowers are as universally recognized in symbolism as the rose. Its significance spans from ancient
Greek mythology—where the rose was associated with Aphrodite, the goddess of love—to Victorian
England, where the "language of flowers" allowed lovers to communicate secret messages. Red roses
traditionally symbolize passionate love, while white roses often represent purity and innocence.

Beyond romantic connotations, the thorns on the rose plant symbolize the idea that beauty often comes
with pain or sacrifice—a theme commonly found in folklore where heroes endure trials to achieve
something precious.



The Lily: Purity and Renewal

Lilies have a rich history in folklore and symbolism, often representing purity, rebirth, and motherhood. In
Christian iconography, the white lily is connected to the Virgin Mary, symbolizing chastity and divine
grace. In ancient Greek legends, lilies were said to have sprung from the milk of Hera, the queen of the
gods, emphasizing their sacredness.

Because of their association with renewal, lilies are often featured in spring festivals and rituals celebrating
new beginnings, making them a powerful plant symbol in many cultures.

The Sunflower: Joy and Loyalty

Sunflowers are not just cheerful to look at; they carry potent symbolism of adoration, loyalty, and
longevity. Folklore often portrays sunflowers as symbols of unwavering faith because they turn to follow
the sun’s path. This heliotropic behavior inspired stories about devotion and spiritual seeking.

In Native American traditions, sunflowers were considered a gift from the sun, representing warmth and
harvest, reinforcing their role as symbols of abundance and happiness.

Trees as Pillars of Folklore and Symbolism

The Oak Tree: Strength, Endurance, and Wisdom

The mighty oak tree towers not only in forests but also in the annals of folklore and symbolism. Across
various cultures, the oak stands for strength, endurance, and wisdom. In Celtic mythology, the oak was
sacred and believed to connect the heavens and earth, often associated with druids who conducted rituals
beneath its boughs.

The deep roots and expansive canopy of the oak symbolize stability and protection, making it a natural
emblem for resilience in face of adversity.

The Willow Tree: Flexibility and Healing

The willow tree’s graceful, flowing branches evoke symbolism related to flexibility, intuition, and healing.
In many cultures, willows are linked to water and moon goddesses, representing emotional depth and the
subconscious mind.



There are numerous folk tales where willows are associated with mourning or transformation, reflecting
their drooping branches as a metaphor for sorrow, yet their ability to bend without breaking also speaks to
adaptability and hope.

The Cherry Blossom: Transience and Beauty

Cherry blossoms hold a special place in Japanese culture, symbolizing the fleeting nature of life—beautiful
but ephemeral. This symbolism ties into Buddhist teachings about impermanence and mindfulness.

Festivals dedicated to cherry blossoms (Hanami) celebrate both the arrival of spring and the appreciation of
life’s delicate moments, reminding us to cherish beauty despite its brevity.

Plants in Folklore: More Than Just Decoration

Plants like herbs and shrubs often appear in folklore as magical or protective elements. Consider the
following examples:

Lavender: Often used in folklore for its calming properties and as a protector against evil spirits.

Mistletoe: Wrapped in Christmas traditions, mistletoe was once believed to have healing powers and
the ability to bring luck and fertility.

Mandrake: Surrounded by eerie myths, this root was thought to scream when uprooted and was
used in various magical rituals.

These plants were not only practical but also symbolic, often integrated into rituals to invoke protection,
love, or healing.

The Role of Folklore and Symbolism in Modern Gardening and
Floral Gifting

Understanding the rich folklore and symbolism behind flowers, plants, and trees can greatly enhance how
we interact with nature in everyday life. For gardeners, choosing plants with particular meanings can
transform a garden into a living tapestry of stories and emotions. For example, planting rosemary in a



garden symbolizes remembrance, while lavender can invite calm and peace.

Similarly, when giving flowers as gifts, knowing their symbolic meanings can add a thoughtful layer to
the gesture. Instead of generic bouquets, selecting blooms based on what they represent can convey deeper
feelings—whether it’s hope, apology, or celebration.

How Folklore Shapes Cultural Traditions Around Flora

Many cultural festivals and rituals revolve around the symbolic use of flowers and trees. For instance, the
May Day celebrations in Europe often involve dancing around the maypole—a tree trunk decorated with
flowers and ribbons—symbolizing fertility and the renewal of life.

In Mexico, marigolds are central to Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebrations, believed to guide
spirits back to the living world. This demonstrates how deeply intertwined plant symbolism is with
spiritual and cultural identity.

Tips for Embracing Folklore and Symbolism in Your Life

Research Local Traditions: Folklore varies widely by region. Discovering the symbolism of native
plants can deepen your appreciation for local culture.

Create Symbolic Gardens: Design spaces that incorporate meaningful plants to cultivate a sense of
peace or inspiration.

Use Symbolism in Events: Incorporate symbolic flowers or trees into weddings, memorials, or
celebrations to add emotional resonance.

These small acts of mindfulness can enrich your relationship with the natural world and keep ancient
stories alive.

---

Exploring the folklore and symbolism of flowers, plants, and trees reveals a vibrant tapestry of human
experience intertwined with nature. Each bloom and leaf carries stories that connect us to the past, express
our deepest emotions, and inspire rituals that celebrate life’s cycles. Whether you’re admiring a rose,
walking beneath an ancient oak, or planting a garden, there’s a rich heritage of meaning waiting to be
discovered and cherished.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the symbolic meaning of the lotus flower in different cultures?
The lotus flower symbolizes purity, enlightenment, and rebirth in many cultures, especially in Hinduism
and Buddhism where it represents spiritual awakening and the ability to rise above challenges.

How are oak trees symbolically significant in folklore?
Oak trees are often symbols of strength, endurance, and wisdom in folklore. They were sacred to many
ancient cultures, including the Celts and Norse, who regarded them as a connection between the heavens
and the earth.

What does the rose symbolize in traditional folklore?
The rose commonly symbolizes love, beauty, and passion in folklore. Different colors convey different
meanings, such as red for love, white for purity, and yellow for friendship or jealousy.

Why is the willow tree often associated with mourning and sadness?
The willow tree is linked to mourning and sadness due to its drooping branches and leaves, which
resemble tears. It appears frequently in folklore and literature as a symbol of grief and loss.

What is the folklore significance of the hawthorn plant?
Hawthorn is often considered a magical or protective plant in folklore. It was believed to ward off evil
spirits and was associated with love and fertility, often used in wedding rituals and celebrations.

How are flowers used symbolically in Victorian floriography?
In Victorian floriography, or the language of flowers, each flower conveyed specific messages or emotions.
For example, daisies symbolized innocence, lavender represented devotion, and chrysanthemums denoted
loyalty and honesty.

What does the cedar tree represent in various cultural mythologies?
The cedar tree typically represents strength, protection, and immortality in cultural mythologies. It is
revered in Middle Eastern and Indigenous North American traditions as a sacred tree that connects the
earthly and spiritual realms.



How do cherry blossoms symbolize the transient nature of life?
Cherry blossoms symbolize the fleeting beauty and impermanence of life because they bloom brilliantly but
only for a short period. This symbolism is deeply rooted in Japanese culture, reflecting the Buddhist
concept of mono no aware, or the awareness of impermanence.

Additional Resources
**The Enduring Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers, Plants, and Trees**

folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees have long held a significant place in human culture,
transcending geography and time. From ancient myths to contemporary rituals, these natural elements
carry rich layers of meaning that reveal how societies interpret the natural world and express human
emotions. This article delves into the intricate tapestry of meanings woven around flowers, plants, and
trees, exploring their symbolic roles across cultures and the enduring folklore that continues to influence
art, religion, and social customs.

The Cultural Roots of Botanical Symbolism

Throughout history, plants have been more than mere sources of food and medicine—they have been
vessels of spiritual and emotional expression. Folklore, the collection of traditional beliefs, myths, and tales,
often features flowers and trees as symbols of life, death, rebirth, and transformation. For instance, the oak
tree, revered in Celtic and Norse mythology, symbolizes strength, endurance, and wisdom. The oak’s
prominence in folklore underscores humanity’s connection to the natural world and the desire to find
metaphors in its permanence and resilience.

Similarly, flowers such as the rose and lotus have carried profound symbolic weight. The rose often
represents love, beauty, and secrecy (sub rosa), while the lotus is emblematic of purity and spiritual
awakening in Eastern traditions. These plants’ symbolic meanings reflect cultural values and religious
principles, demonstrating how nature serves as a universal language of symbolism.

Symbolism Across Different Types of Flora

Flowers: Messengers of Emotion and Ideals

Flowers are arguably the most potent symbols in the botanical world, often used to communicate feelings
and social messages without words. The Victorian era’s “language of flowers” or floriography codified



specific meanings for different blooms, enabling people to send secret messages through carefully chosen
bouquets. For example:

Red roses symbolize passionate love and desire.

Lilies denote purity and renewal, often associated with funerals.

Chamomile represents energy in adversity, resilience through hardship.

This tradition highlights the duality of flowers as both ornamental and communicative plants, bridging
human emotion and natural beauty.

Trees: Symbols of Life Cycles and Connection

Trees hold a unique place in folklore due to their longevity and size, often embodying the passage of time
and the connection between the heavens, earth, and the underworld. The concept of the “World Tree” or
“Tree of Life” appears in many mythologies, such as the Yggdrasil in Norse lore, which connects different
realms of existence.

Beyond myth, many cultures associate specific trees with particular virtues or events:

Willow trees often symbolize mourning and loss but also flexibility and healing.

Olive trees are universal symbols of peace and prosperity, rooted in Mediterranean tradition.

Cherry blossoms embody the fleeting nature of life in Japanese culture, celebrated annually through
Hanami festivals.

These examples reveal how trees serve as living metaphors for complex human experiences and cultural
values.

Plants and Herbs: Healing and Protective Powers

Medicinal plants and herbs are steeped in folklore not only for their healing properties but also for their
protective symbolism. Many plants have been believed to ward off evil spirits or bring good fortune. For



instance, garlic has been used in European folklore to repel vampires and malevolent forces, while rue is
often associated with protection and purification.

In traditional Chinese medicine and Ayurveda, plants are intricately linked to the balance of energies
within the body, symbolizing harmony and wellness. The symbolism of these plants often extends into
rituals and ceremonies, underscoring the integration of practical and spiritual knowledge in traditional
healing practices.

Comparative Symbolism: East Meets West

The symbolic meanings of flowers, plants, and trees often vary significantly between Eastern and Western
cultures, offering a fascinating comparative perspective. For example, the lotus flower is a symbol of
enlightenment and rebirth in Hinduism and Buddhism, representing purity arising from muddy waters.
In contrast, the lily in Western Christian traditions frequently symbolizes the Virgin Mary’s purity and
divine grace.

Additionally, the cedar tree in Middle Eastern cultures is linked with immortality and strength, revered in
the Bible and other historical texts, while in Western folklore, the cedar may also represent protection and
healing.

Understanding these cross-cultural symbols enhances appreciation of the diverse ways humans relate to
nature and encode meaning in flora.

Modern Implications of Folklore and Symbolism

Today, the folklore and symbolism of flowers, plants, and trees continue to influence many sectors,
including art, literature, marketing, and environmentalism. Floral motifs are prevalent in branding and
design, tapping into the emotional resonance these symbols hold. For instance, companies may use olive
branches in logos to convey peace and sustainability, or roses in cosmetics branding to evoke beauty and
luxury.

Moreover, ecological movements sometimes leverage the symbolic power of trees and plants to foster a
deeper connection between people and the environment. The “Tree of Life” has become an emblem for
conservation efforts, reminding humanity of its interconnectedness with nature.

However, the commercialization of floral symbolism also raises questions about cultural appropriation and
the dilution of traditional meanings. As symbols enter global markets, their nuanced folklore can be
oversimplified or commodified, losing the depth that folklore originally imbued.



Elements of Folklore in Contemporary Practice

Folklore’s influence is evident in modern celebrations and customs involving plants:

Weddings: The use of specific flowers like myrtle and orange blossoms in bridal bouquets symbolize
love and fertility, rooted in ancient traditions.

Funerals: Evergreens and lilies often appear in funeral arrangements, symbolizing eternal life and
peace.

Festivals: Seasonal festivals frequently center around floral blooms or tree plantings, linking
community celebrations to natural cycles.

These practices demonstrate how folklore and botanical symbolism remain woven into the fabric of daily
life, bridging past and present.

The rich folklore and symbolism of flowers, plants, and trees reveal a profound human desire to find
meaning in the natural world. Whether through myths, rituals, or everyday customs, these botanical
symbols continue to shape cultural identities and collective memory, underscoring the enduring bond
between people and plants.

Folklore And Symbolism Of Flowers Plants And Trees

  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers,
Plants and Trees Ernst Lehner, Johanna Lehner, 2003-10-23 This profusely illustrated archive of
more than 200 flowers, plants and trees was compiled by two of the world's foremost collectors of
pictorial symbols — who also happen to be devoted flower enthusiasts. Their comprehensive
collection, rendered from rare illustrations, extends from ancient Chinese lotus buds to a basket of
flowers in a 19th-century Valentine silhouette. Bouquets, wreaths, flowers of the months, and other
floral designs are also included. In addition to providing a table summarizing the symbolic meanings
of every known species — from absinth to zinnia — the authors explain the religious, magical and
legendary significance of such flora as the mandrake, resurrection flower and mistletoe, and trace
the development of many horticultural images in heraldic devices, emblems, and symbols. A visual
treat for flower lovers, this essential sourcebook for artists, designers, and folklore enthusiasts will
also be of value to botanical and gardening specialists.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers,
Plants and Trees Ernst Lehner, Johanna Lehner, 2020-09-20 Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers,
Plants and Trees by Ernst and Johanna Lehner is an illustrated archive of the symbolic meaning of
over 200 flowers, plants, and trees by two of the world's foremost experts on pictorial symbols. The
Lehners demonstrate their substantial knowledge and research skills on symbolism and plants in

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-168/folklore-and-symbolism-of-flowers-plants-and-trees.pdf


this comprehensive collection. The religious, magical, legendary, and historical significance of many
plants, such as mandrake, lotus, mistletoe, dragon tree, and sunflower are described in detail. The
authors also discuss the meaning of different floral arrangements, such as bouquets and wreaths,
and explain the flowers of the month traditions in China and Japan. The Lehners draw on many rare
sources and explore the changing meanings of flowers and plants throughout human history,
including ancient traditions, medieval times, and the more recent practices of the nineteenth and
twentieth-centuries. The book concludes with an index summarizing the symbolic meaning of every
known species of plant in alphabetical order. This well-researched, detailed, and easy to read guide
is useful for students of history and botany as well as being an invaluable resource for artists and
authors who wish to understand the historical meaning and significance of the plants included in
their work. This edition is printed on premium acid-free paper.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Folklore and symbolism of flowers,
plants and trees , 1960
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers,
Plants and Trees Ernst Lehner , Johanna Lehner , 2022-11-14 In Folklore and Symbolism of Flowers,
Plants and Trees, Ernst and Johanna Lehner explore the rich cultural heritage and symbolic
meanings associated with various flora across different societies and traditions. This comprehensive
guide offers insights into how these natural elements have been woven into myths, legends, and
everyday life, providing readers with a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness between
nature and human culture.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Encyclopedia of Wicca & Witchcraft
Raven Grimassi, 2000 This indispensable reference work provides both a historical and cultural
foundation for modern Wicca and Witchcraft, and it is the first to be written by an actual practitioner
of the Craft. Features include modern Wicca expressions, sayings, and terminology. Illustrations.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Symbols in Arts, Religion and Culture
Farrin Chwalkowski, 2016-12-14 We are a product of nature. Every single cell of our body is made
of, and depends, on nature. Our inner soul is heavily influenced by nature. We feel sad if the sun is
not shining for a few days, and feel pleasure when drawn to the wonder of flowers and uplifted by
the song of birds. We came from nature; we are part of nature. In short, we are nature. Nature has
been an intimate part of the human experience from the earliest times. Different religions and
cultures, from all corners of the world, have honoured and worshipped nature in art, ritual and
literature in their own unique ways. This book shows how we learn about our own human nature, our
own sense of identity and how we fit into the larger scheme of life and spirit when we come to better
understand how our human ancestors, through art, symbol and myth, expressed their relationship
with the natural world.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: The Spirit Almanac Emma Loewe,
Lindsay Kellner, 2018-10-16 From two of mindbodygreen's top editors comes an essential companion
for anyone seeking a deeper spiritual life. Taking time to nourish yourself and connect to the
rhythms of the Earth can feel like a tall order when your days are packed to the brim but this
beautifully illustrated handbook can make it a whole lot easier. The Spirt Almanac provides readers
with potent, accessible rituals they will want to call on again and again throughout the year to feel
more grounded, aligned with their purpose, and in touch with their own innate sense of knowing.
Readers will be invited to practice and personalize dozens of routines incorporating science-backed
techniques like breathwork, meditation, and aromatherapy, as well as more esoteric offerings like
astrology, crystals, and tarot. Along the way, they will learn the fascinating history of ritual and
trace these ancient spiritual practices through the ages to modern day applications from several true
masters—from reiki healers to psychologists to sound therapists—who live and breathe this work.
Divided by the four seasons, this book features dozens of ideas for spirit and soul enriching rituals
including: · Honor the quiet of winter and the start of the year by setting new intentions with a seed
planting ritual · Come spring, try a breathwork ritual to release blocks and move forward · Celebrate
summer with a forest bathing ritual to clear your mind or a crystal ritual for an open, receptive heart



· Wind down in fall with a self-soothing full moon ceremony to reflect on the year The Spirit Almanac
will infuse your life with more joy, gratitude, and a deeper connection to yourself and our Mother
Earth.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Legends and Lore of Texas Wildflowers
Elizabeth Silverthorne, 2002-05-16 In this volume, Elizabeth Silverthorne has gathered an intriguing
array of folklore about forty-four of Texas' most fascinating wildflowers, such as water lily, Queen
Anne's Lace, honeysuckle, dogwood, and morning glory.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Flowers and Their Meanings Karen
Azoulay, 2023-03-21 Uncover the secret meanings behind your bouquets and floral arrangements
with this stunningly illustrated exploration of the Victorian language of flowers, including the
multicultural history, rituals, and mythology behind over 600 flowers, herbs, and trees. In the
Victorian language of flowers, hundreds of blooms were ascribed specific meanings based on
folklore, science, and ancient history. Page through this botanical encyclopedia to learn each
flower's Victorian meaning (ranunculus, for example, boldly states, I am dazzled by your charms,
while marigold represents despair), common names, and cultural history. There is also an index of
the flowers grouped by theme, should you want to challenge your local florist to create a coded
message for a loved one. The study of floriography can be used by readers to decode hidden
messages in beloved novels like The Age of Innocence or speculate as to why two canary-yellow
roses—which signify jealousy and infidelity—were featured in Diana Spencer's wedding bouquet.
You might share some honeysuckle (meaning bonds of love) with a friend or partner as a gesture of
commitment. Or perhaps you'll choose a celebratory bouquet of angelica (inspiration) and purple
columbine (resolved to win) for a friend who has triumphed over something difficult. Karen Azoulay
pairs nineteenth century botanical drawings with electric photography, creating a one-of-a-kind
flower dictionary with a contemporary, artful feel. With a foreword by Kate Bolick and a helpful
sentiment-based index, Flowers and Their Meanings is both a beautiful volume and a practical guide
to incorporating the language of flowers into your own life.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Illustrated Encyclopaedia of
Traditional Symbols J. C. Cooper, 1987-03-17 In nearly 1500 entries, many of them strikingly and
often surprisingly illustrated, J. C. Cooper has documented the history and evolution of symbols from
prehistory to our own day. With over 200 illustrations and lively, informative and often ironic texts,
she discusses and explains an enormous variety of symbols extending from the Arctic to Dahomey,
from the Iroquois to Oceana, and coming from systems as diverse as Tao, Christianity, Judaism,
Buddhism, Islam, Tantra, the cult of Cybele and the Great Goddess, the Pre-Columbian religions of
the Western Hemisphere and the Voodoo cults of Brazil and West Africa.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Rays and Ways of Indian Culture D.
P. Dubey, 1996 Centred around culture this book deals with a diversity of subjects related to
religion, social and economic history, epigraphy, art, architecture, plants and herbs, Roman, coins
and Greek Myths, questions of national integration, social justice, untouchability and orthodoxy and
the heated issue of Ayodhya.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: A Dictionary of Flowers and Gems
Skye Kingsbury, A Dictionary of Flowers and Gems (Say What You Mean—Even Say It Mean—the
Victorian Way)
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Wild Witchcraft Rebecca Beyer,
2022-05-10 Learn how to cultivate your own magical garden, harness the power of herbalism, and
better connect with nature through practical and sustainable tips from an experienced Appalachian
witch forager--
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Library of Congress Subject
Headings Library of Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of
Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy, 2013
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third
Series Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1961 Includes Part 1, Number 1 & 2: Books and



Pamphlets, Including Serials and Contributions to Periodicals (January - December)
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Library of Congress Subject Headings
Library of Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2005
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Sacred Trees Nathaniel Altman, 1994
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Food and World Culture Linda S.
Watts, Kelty Clark-Mahoney, 2022-08-23 This book uses food as a lens through which to explore
important matters of society and culture. In exploring why and how people eat around the globe, the
text focuses on issues of health, conflict, struggle, contest, inequality, and power. Whether because
of its necessity, pleasure, or ubiquity, the world of food (and its lore) proves endlessly fascinating to
most people. The story of food is a narrative filled with both human striving and human suffering.
However, many of today's diners are only dimly aware of the human price exacted for that
comforting distance from the lived-world realities of food justice struggles. With attention to food
issues ranging from local farming practices to global supply chains, this book examines how food’s
history and geography remain inextricably linked to sociopolitical experiences of trauma connected
with globalization, such as colonization, conquest, enslavement, and oppression. The main text is
structured alphabetically around a set of 70 ingredients, from almonds to yeast. Each ingredient's
story is accompanied by recipes. Along with the food profiles, the encyclopedia features sidebars.
These are short discussions of topics of interest related to food, including automats, diners, victory
gardens, and food at world’s fairs. This project also brings a social justice perspective to its
content—weighing debates concerning food access, equity, insecurity, and politics.
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Library of Congress Subject
Headings: F-O Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, 1989
  folklore and symbolism of flowers plants and trees: Catalog of the Avery Memorial
Architectural Library of Columbia University: Elc - Furq Avery Library, 1968
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