do you want to be my friend by eric carle

Do You Want to Be My Friend by Eric Carle: A Heartwarming Exploration

do you want to be my friend by eric carle is more than just a title—it's an invitation to explore
themes of friendship, kindness, and connection through the eyes of one of the most beloved
children’s book authors. Eric Carle, renowned for his distinctive collage art style and simple yet
profound storytelling, brings these themes to life in a way that resonates with both children and
adults alike. If you're curious about how this book fits within Carle’s body of work or why it
continues to be a treasured read, you're in the right place.

Understanding the Essence of Do You Want to Be My
Friend by Eric Carle

At its core, do you want to be my friend by eric carle is a gentle story that encourages young readers
to embrace friendship with openness and warmth. The book typically follows a character—often an
animal or a young child—who reaches out to others in search of companionship. This simple premise
is layered with lessons about empathy, social skills, and the joy of making new friends.

The Storytelling Style and Artistic Approach

Eric Carle’s books are instantly recognizable thanks to his unique collage technique, which involves
hand-painted papers cut and layered to create vibrant, textured illustrations. In do you want to be
my friend, this artistic style brings the characters and settings to life in an engaging way that
captivates children’s imaginations. The visual appeal not only enhances the storytelling but also
helps young readers develop an appreciation for art.

The narrative itself is straightforward, often using repetitive phrases and rhythmic language that
encourage participation and memorization. This interactive element makes the story ideal for read-
aloud sessions, fostering a shared experience between adults and children.

Why Do You Want to Be My Friend by Eric Carle
Matters in Early Childhood Development

Books like do you want to be my friend by eric carle are vital tools in early childhood education.
They provide more than entertainment—they support emotional and social development by modeling
healthy interactions and encouraging children to express their feelings.



Promoting Social Skills and Emotional Intelligence

One of the key benefits of this book is how it gently introduces concepts such as sharing, patience,
and understanding others’ feelings. For toddlers and preschoolers, learning how to approach peers
and navigate the complexities of friendship can be challenging. Through relatable characters and
scenarios, children learn that it’s okay to reach out, be kind, and sometimes handle rejection
gracefully—all critical skills for building lasting relationships.

Encouraging Inclusivity and Acceptance

Another important theme in do you want to be my friend by eric carle is inclusivity. The story often
showcases diverse characters or animals of different kinds, highlighting that friendship transcends
differences. This message is crucial in today’s diverse classrooms and communities, teaching
children to embrace diversity from an early age.

Incorporating Do You Want to Be My Friend by Eric
Carle into Learning and Play

Parents and educators alike find do you want to be my friend by eric carle a versatile resource that
can be integrated into various activities designed to reinforce its lessons.

Interactive Reading Sessions

Reading the book aloud with expressive voices and encouraging children to repeat phrases can make
the story more engaging. Asking open-ended questions like, “What would you do if you wanted to
make a new friend?” helps children think critically and relate the story to their own experiences.

Art and Craft Activities Inspired by Eric Carle’s Style

Emulating Carle’s collage technique in the classroom or at home is a fun way to connect creativity
with literacy. Children can create their own friendship-themed artwork using torn paper, paint, and
glue, which reinforces the themes of the book while developing fine motor skills.

Role-Playing and Social Games

Role-playing scenarios from the book can help children practice social interactions in a safe
environment. For example, one child can pretend to be the character asking, “Do you want to be my
friend?” while others respond and engage in the dialogue. This kind of play builds confidence and
empathy.



The Legacy of Eric Carle’s Friendship-Themed Books

While do you want to be my friend by eric carle may not be as universally famous as The Very
Hungry Caterpillar, it fits perfectly within the author’s larger mission to create books that nurture
children’s growth. Carle’s work consistently emphasizes connection—to nature, to self, and to
others.

Why Eric Carle’s Books Continue to Resonate

Carle’s ability to communicate complex ideas in simple, accessible ways ensures his books remain
relevant across generations. His friendship narratives, including do you want to be my friend, strike
a chord because they address universal human emotions in a gentle and affirming manner. Parents
and educators trust his books to provide positive life lessons without overwhelming young minds.

Building a Child’s Library with Friendship Stories

Including do you want to be my friend by eric carle in a child’s library alongside other friendship-
themed books can create a well-rounded collection that supports social development. Books like this
serve as conversation starters and can be revisited repeatedly as children grow and their
understanding of relationships deepens.

Where to Find and How to Use Do You Want to Be My
Friend by Eric Carle

If you're interested in adding do you want to be my friend by eric carle to your reading list, it’s
widely available through bookstores, libraries, and online platforms. Many editions come with
additional resources such as activity guides or read-along audio to enhance the experience.

Tips for Making the Most of This Book

¢ Read together regularly: Repetition helps children internalize messages about friendship.

¢ Connect the story to real life: Encourage kids to share stories about their own friends and
feelings.

e Use the book as a springboard: Create crafts, games, or discussions that expand on the
themes.

e Model friendship: Show kindness and openness in your interactions to reinforce the lessons.



Complementary Resources

Pairing do you want to be my friend by eric carle with other social-emotional learning books or
classroom activities can deepen its impact. Resources focusing on empathy, sharing, and diversity
work particularly well alongside Carle’s narrative.

As you consider introducing do you want to be my friend by eric carle into your child’s reading
routine or educational program, remember that its gentle, heartfelt message and vivid illustrations
make it a timeless tool for teaching the value of friendship. Through this story, children learn that
reaching out and saying, “Do you want to be my friend?” can be the start of wonderful new
connections.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of ‘Do You Want to Be My Friend?' by
Eric Carle?

The main theme of 'Do You Want to Be My Friend?' is friendship and the desire to connect with
others, as the story follows a caterpillar looking for a friend.

Who is the author of 'Do You Want to Be My Friend?' and what
is he known for?

The author of 'Do You Want to Be My Friend?' is Eric Carle, who is well-known for his colorful and
engaging children's books, including 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar.'

What age group is 'Do You Want to Be My Friend?' appropriate
for?

‘Do You Want to Be My Friend?' is appropriate for young children, typically in the preschool to early
elementary age range, around 2 to 6 years old.

How does Eric Carle use illustrations in 'Do You Want to Be
My Friend?' to engage children?

Eric Carle uses his signature collage-style illustrations with bright colors and simple shapes to
engage children visually and help tell the story in an accessible way.

What message can children learn from ‘Do You Want to Be My
Friend?'

Children can learn about kindness, inclusivity, and the importance of reaching out to make friends,
as well as understanding that friendship can come in different forms.



Is 'Do You Want to Be My Friend?' suitable for teaching social
skills in the classroom?

Yes, 'Do You Want to Be My Friend?' is suitable for teaching social skills such as empathy,
communication, and friendship-building in classroom settings.

Additional Resources
**Exploring "Do You Want to Be My Friend" by Eric Carle: A Literary and Artistic Examination**

do you want to be my friend by eric carle is a children’s picture book that exemplifies the
distinctive style and thematic consistency of one of the most beloved authors and illustrators in the
realm of children’s literature. Eric Carle, renowned for his innovative collage technique and
engaging storytelling, invites young readers into a vibrant, tactile world where friendship, kindness,
and curiosity are gently explored. This article delves into the nuances of this particular work,
analyzing its literary and artistic merits, as well as its place within Eric Carle’s extensive
bibliography and the broader spectrum of early childhood literature.

In-depth Analysis of "Do You Want to Be My Friend" by
Eric Carle

"Do You Want to Be My Friend" is a picture book that fits comfortably within Eric Carle’s legacy of
crafting accessible, visually stimulating narratives for young children. The book’s premise centers
around the universal theme of friendship, a subject that resonates deeply with both children and
caregivers. Carle’s approach is subtle yet effective, employing simple dialogue and repetitive
questioning to engage readers and encourage interaction.

Unlike some of Carle’s more famous works—such as "The Very Hungry Caterpillar" or "Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Do You See?"—this book is less focused on a linear narrative or educational
content like counting or days of the week. Instead, it emphasizes social-emotional learning, a critical
component in early childhood development. Through a series of encounters with various animals, the
protagonist extends invitations for friendship, fostering a message of openness and acceptance.

Artistic Style and Visual Appeal

One cannot discuss "Do You Want to Be My Friend" without highlighting Eric Carle’s signature
collage artwork. The illustrations are created through hand-painted tissue paper cutouts, layered to
form colorful, textured images that appeal to young readers’ visual senses. This tactile quality invites
children not only to view but to feel connected to the story world.

The color palette in this book is vibrant yet balanced, with bright primary colors that draw attention
but do not overwhelm. Each animal character is distinctively rendered, allowing children to
recognize and name familiar creatures, which adds an educational layer subtly embedded within the
narrative.



Thematic Exploration: Friendship and Social Skills

At its core, "Do You Want to Be My Friend" by Eric Carle explores the delicate dynamics of making
friends—a theme that is universally relevant and particularly important for preschool-aged children.
The repetitive question posed by the protagonist helps reinforce the concept of reaching out and
inviting others into one’s social circle. This act models positive social behavior and encourages
empathy.

The book’s structure, with its simple and repetitive text, supports language development and
memory retention, making it accessible for early readers and beneficial in educational settings.
Moreover, by featuring diverse animal characters, Carle subtly introduces concepts of diversity and
inclusion, promoting acceptance of differences in a gentle, non-didactic manner.

Comparative Context within Eric Carle’s Works

While Eric Carle’s oeuvre is vast, "Do You Want to Be My Friend" occupies a unique niche.
Comparing it to his other celebrated titles reveals its distinct focus on interpersonal relationships
rather than natural science or self-discovery. For example:

e "The Very Hungry Caterpillar": Primarily an educational tool for counting, days of the week,
and metamorphosis.

e "Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?": Focused on color recognition and animal
identification.

e "Do You Want to Be My Friend": Centers on social interaction and the emotional
understanding of friendship.

This comparative perspective highlights Carle’s versatility in addressing different developmental
needs through his storytelling. "Do You Want to Be My Friend" enriches his catalog by providing a
resource that educators and parents can use to foster social-emotional skills alongside cognitive and
linguistic development.

Educational Value and Usage in Early Childhood Settings

The simplicity and warmth of "Do You Want to Be My Friend" make it an ideal choice for pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten classrooms. Its open-ended questions encourage children to
participate actively, making it a useful tool for interactive reading sessions. Teachers often use this
book to initiate discussions about feelings, friendship, and kindness, which are essential topics in
social-emotional curricula.

Additionally, the book’s repetitive and rhythmic language supports literacy development, particularly
in emergent readers. The predictable text patterns help children anticipate and recognize words,



boosting confidence in reading aloud. The inclusion of familiar animals also aids vocabulary building.

Pros and Cons: A Balanced Perspective

Every literary work has its strengths and limitations, and "Do You Want to Be My Friend" is no
exception. Considering its target audience and purpose, the following points emerge:

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Engaging and colorful illustrations characteristic of Eric Carle’s style

o

Simple, repetitive text ideal for early language learners

[¢]

Focuses on social-emotional development and friendship

[¢]

Encourages interactive reading and participation

[¢]

Promotes inclusivity through diverse animal characters

e Cons:
o Some readers may find the narrative overly simplistic compared to Carle’s other works

o Lacks a strong plot or conflict, which might reduce engagement for slightly older
children

o Limited educational content beyond social themes

These considerations suggest that while the book excels in its niche—early social learning—it may
not satisfy all expectations in terms of narrative complexity or breadth of educational topics.

Audience Reception and Market Position

"Do You Want to Be My Friend" has generally been well-received by parents, educators, and
librarians who appreciate its gentle approach to friendship and social skills. Online reviews often
highlight the book’s ability to connect with very young children and its usefulness as a teaching tool
in both home and classroom environments.

In terms of market positioning, the book fits into the broader category of early childhood social-
emotional learning resources. It competes with other friendship-themed picture books but benefits



from Eric Carle’s established reputation, which often guarantees attention and trust from
consumers. Its format and design align with the preferences of parents seeking visually stimulating,
easy-to-understand books that facilitate meaningful conversations.

Integration with Learning Frameworks

Many early childhood education frameworks emphasize the development of interpersonal skills
alongside cognitive and physical growth. "Do You Want to Be My Friend" aligns well with such
objectives, particularly in frameworks that prioritize social-emotional learning (SEL).

The book’s repetitive invitation to be friends encourages children to practice social initiation—an
important skill for school readiness. Furthermore, the positive tone and inclusive animal characters
support the development of empathy and respect for diversity, which are key SEL competencies.

Final Observations

In examining "Do You Want to Be My Friend" by Eric Carle, it becomes clear that the book embodies
the hallmark qualities of Carle’s work while addressing a fundamental aspect of childhood
experience: the desire to connect with others. Its artistic vibrancy, straightforward language, and
thematic focus on friendship make it a valuable addition to any early reader’s collection.

While it may not possess the complexity or educational scope of some of Eric Carle’s other titles, its
strength lies in its gentle, accessible approach to social-emotional learning. For parents, educators,
and caregivers seeking to nurture kindness and social skills in young children, this book offers a
meaningful and engaging starting point.

Do You Want To Be My Friend By Eric Carle

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Do You Want to be My Friend? Eric Carle, 1971 A
mouse searches everywhere for a friend in this story without words.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Do You Want to Be My Friend? Eric Carle,
2002-01-01 A mouse searches everywhere for a friend.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Do You Want to Be My Friend? Eric Carle,
1987-03-01 Do you want to be my friend? asks the lonely little mouse. He follows a tail, but all he
finds at its end is a rather unfriendly horse. The little mouse just wants someone to play with-but
he'll have to follow a lot of tails before he can find just the right companion.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Eric Carle Literature Activities--Do You Want to Be
My Friend? John Carratello, Patty, 2015-03-01 These quick, engaging activities help students enjoy
the colorful works of Eric Carle. For this story, students focus on the theme of friendship. Before-,
during-, and after-reading activities are provided for a comprehensive study of the story.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: The Art of Eric Carle Eric Carle, 2021-03-09
Carle is one of the most beloved illustrators of children's books. This retrospective is more than just
an appreciation of his art, however. The book also contains an insightful autobiography illustrated
with personal photographs, an anecdotal essay by his longtime editor, a photographic essay on how
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Carle creates his collages, and writings by Carle and his colleagues. Still, it is the artwork in the
oversize volume that seizes the imagination. More than 60 of his full-color collage pictures are
handsomely reproduced and serve as a statement of Carle's impressive talent. - Booklist

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Read It Again! Libby Miller, Liz Rothlein, 1997
By reading aloud to children, and then accompanying the readings with meaningful activities,
teachers using this book can motivate youngsters to love books, know how to think and talk about
fiction, and understand how literature provides insights into the human condition. Lesson plans
include discussion guides, learning-center activities, parent-involvement plans, and reproducible
handouts supporting eight popular books: The Carrot Seed, Do You Want to Be My Friend?,
Goodnight Moon, Here Are My Hands, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, Where's Spot?, Whose Mouse
Are You?, and Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? Grades preK-K. Good Year Books. 100
pages.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Many Ways to Learn Sharon Roop, Kristen
Watson, Kelly Caldwell, 2001 Ten theme-based units suggest creative activities based on the theory
of multiple intelligences. The monthly themes kick off the school year with my favorites (favorite
books, people, colors, etc.), then move on to apples and pumpkins, harvest, stories about runaways,
hot soup (for January), authors, weather (for March), ecology, and careers, closing out the year with
a June unit on friendship. Units offer key questions, a framework addressing each of eight learning
styles, a one-week sample lesson plan, lists of related children's literature, and reproducible
handouts to ease implementation. Grades K-2. Bibliography. Illustrated. Good Year Books. 164
pages.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Language Exploration and Awareness Larry
Andrews, 2013-09-13 This book shows English teachers how they can expand their curriculum
beyond the traditional emphases on grammar and syntax, to help their students learn about the
many aspects of the English language--including general semantics, regional and social dialects,
syntax, spelling, history of the English language, social language conventions, lexicography, and
word origins. The text reviews basic aspects of English language study in classrooms, then
illustrates how teachers can create student-centered, inquiry-oriented activities for the learners in
their classrooms. Written from a language in cultural and social context perspective, this text
stresses the uses of authentic language as it is used by real people for real purposes in diverse social
contexts. Clear, practical, and reader accessible, the fully revised and updated second edition of this
text: * emphasizes how language is a distinctly human activity and how successful language use is
dependent on appropriate choices driven by social context. * Demonstrates--through numerous
sample classroom activities, many of which have been prepared by classroom teachers--how
language study can be more meaningful and enjoyable for students. *Features two unique
chapters--one on the languages of intolerance and discrimination and one on how teachers can help
English-as-a-Second-Language learners in mainstream classrooms. *Includes For Your Information
and Practice activities in each chapter to help readers deepen and clarify their understandings of the
content.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: But What Do I DO? Catherine Collier, 2016-10-12
Identifying appropriate strategies for instruction or intervention made easy! Select individualized
and evidence-based interventions for struggling students with this comprehensive guide. Organized
around an alphabetized and cross-referenced list and a fold-out selection grid featuring more than
150 PBIS, RTI and MTSS interventions, you'll quickly find the tools to resolve specific learning and
behavioral challenges. You’ll learn to Meet the needs of all your struggling students including
at-risk, culturally and linguistically diverse, as well as those with IEPs Progress monitor, document,
and modify instructional strategies Identify specific interventions for distinct learning and behavior
problems Implement in variety of settings, including special education, learning assistance
programs, and full-inclusion

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Learning at Home Pre K-3 Ann C. Barbour,
2011-12-19 Families play a critical role in helping young children develop a solid academic




foundation and love of learning. Numerous examples have proven time and again that children’s
learning behavior is strongest when reinforced with activities, social interactions, and play. In
Learning at Home, PreK-3, Ann Barbour stresses the importance of getting parents involved with
their children’s education through engaging homework activities. Bursting with activities to foster
learning on many levels, this book also offers ideas for teachers on how to include parents in their
children’s education. Discover hundreds of fun activities designed to: Relate learning directly to
children’s own experiences Include shared reading experiences, family projects, and games
Integrate developmental and content areas, including language and literacy, mathematics, science,
and the creative arts Promote literacy learning in homes where English is not the primary language
And more This book gives teachers the tools to reach out to families and provides parents with the
guidance to reinforce learning both in school and at home. Complete with tips on how to encourage
parent involvement, data to support family commitment to the child’s education, and activities that
young students will enjoy doing at home with their families, Learning at Home is a fantastic resource
to promote the joy of learning at home.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: The Inclusive Learning Center Book Christy
Isbell, Rebecca T. Isbell, 2005 The Inclusive Learning Center Book is designed for teachers and
directors who work with all young children, including those with special needs. Offering both
traditional and unique centers, the plans for each center include learning objectives, letters to
parents, layout, vocabulary, props, activities, and literacy connections. The final section has
assessment and evaluation tools. The activities in the 31 learning centers include ways to adapt each
center for children with a variety of special needs, such as physical challenges, speech and language
problems, developmental and/or cognitive delays, behavioral challenges, visual challenges, and
autism spectrum disorder.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Your Successful Preschooler Ann E. Densmore,
Margaret L. Bauman, 2010-12-09 The latest research shows that children can be taught--at very
early ages--the tools they need to become successful and connected to others. This new book offers
parents and teachers the information they need to teach children the most effective ways to engage
peers and make social interactions easier and more meaningful. Your Successful Preschooler: Shows
how facilitated play can become an opportunity to improve your child's emotional connections with
peers Teaches parents and educators how to foster growth in vocabulary and language during play,
key ingredients to academic success Presents dozens of anecdotes with dialogues parents can use to
teach children how to better relate to their peers Using the methods outlined in the book, parents
and teachers can support activities that lead to a lifetime of social success and likeability that are
crucial for every child's emotional stability.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Testing for Kindergarten Karen Quinn, 2010-07-06
Karen Quinn has successfully taught hundreds of parents how to prepare their children for testing,
and Testing For Kindergarten is her ultimate, comprehensive guide to having fun while teaching to
the underlying abilities every test assesses. Whether your child is going to a private kindergarten or
a public school, he or she will most likely be tested—and placed in classrooms according to those
results. But information about intelligence tests is closely guarded, and it can be difficult to
understand what your kids need to know. As an expert who has successfully taught hundreds of
parents how to work with their own children, Karen Quinn has written the ultimate guide to
preparing your child for kindergarten testing. The activities she suggests are not about “teaching to
the test.” They are about having fun while teaching to the underlying abilities every test assesses.
From the “right” way to have a conversation to natural ways to bring out your child’s inner math
geek, Quinn shares the techniques that every parent can do with their kids to give them the best
chance to succeed in school and beyond. It’s just good parenting—and better test scores are icing on
the cake.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Teaching Children to be Literate Anthony V.
Manzo, Ula Casale Manzo, 1995 Prepares teachers for careers in literacy education, emphasizing
the role of literacy education in promoting the spirit of democratic life. Chapters on the reading




process, teacher empowerment, teaching approaches, higher order literacy, content area reading,
and literacy provisions for children wit

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Models for Teaching Writing-Craft Target Skills
Marcia Sheehan Freeman, 2005 Writing is best taught through models. Showing K-8 students how
other authors apply the writing-craft skills that you teach is a vital part of writing instruction. This
innovative resource matches 24 fundamental writing-craft Target Skills to a wide selection of fiction
and non-fiction books, providing a solid set of strong models for writing-craft instruction. Both trade
books and texts available only from educational publishers are included. Most of these are picture
books, which are particularly engaging for young readers. A Target Skill cross-index helps you
reference models and multiple craft skills.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Teaching Languages in the Primary School
Philip Hood, Kristina Tobutt, 2015-01-19 Languages are now a more important part of primary
education than ever before, and all successful primary teachers need to understand the principles
that support good language teaching and learning. This second edition provides a coherent overview
of teaching and learning languages, combining practical strategies for use in the classroom with
engaging coverage of how to teach, informed by academic research and theory. Key features of this
new edition: Fully updated coverage of policy and curriculum developments, including the 2014
National Curriculum and the Teachers’ Standards A new chapter on curriculum, planning and
assessment for KS2 Expanded coverage of the transition from primary to secondary school and the
implications for teaching More examples of creative teaching and learning throughout. This is
essential reading for all students studying primary languages on initial teacher education courses,
including undergraduate (BEd, BA with QTS), postgraduate (PGCE, School Direct, SCITT), and also
NQTs.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Daily Poetry Carol Simpson, 1996 Select a poem of
the week and then follow this book's Monday-to-Friday schedule of activities for deepening students'
appreciation of that poem. Choose your own poem or use one of the 39 supplied in this book as
reproducible handouts; each of the book's poems comes with half a dozen or more activities related
to the poem's language and its themes, a list of related poems and children's books, and a writing
assignment based on a reproducible handout. The book also describes 12 activity ideas that will
work with any poem. Grades K-3. Illustrated. Good Year Books. 288 pages.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: The Teacher's Book of Lists Sheila Madsen,
Bette Gould, 2006-02 This classic reference is updated and expanded with more than 100 lists for
basic skills instruction, enrichment, and just plain fun. Lists cover language arts, literature, math,
science, the environment, social studies, art, and music. Reproducible worksheets included.

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: Mapping Comprehensive Units to the ELA
Common Core Standards, K-5 Kathy Tuchman Glass, 2012-04-26 A GPS for connecting standards to
lessons Translating the Common Core State Standards into an effective curriculum is at the top of
many educators’ to-do list, and this book shows you how. This text familiarizes teachers and
curriculum designers with the key points of the ELA core standards and demonstrates how to design
effective curriculum units to align with them. The author provides practical and accessible tools for
developing a map and for making the important connections among all unit map components,
including differentiated instruction. Also included are: A rationale for each of the ELA common core
standards An overview of the key benefits Reproducible templates and examples of unit curriculum
maps

do you want to be my friend by eric carle: I Brake for Meltdowns Michelle Nicholasen,
Barbara O'Neal, 2008-07 From a mother of five children under five and a childcare director with 30
years experience, a book to give hope to all parents of toddlers
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